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Beat the Sticks and Out Will Jump 
Talent, Says Sir Harry Lauder 


ce + 


By DENIS MORRISON 
Hollywood, May 25. 

You can’t bottle up talent. 

Harry Lauder says so and adds: 
"Harry Lauder ought to know. A 
coal ‘mine couldn’t bottle me up. A 
flax mill couldn't. If a man or a 
woman has honest, genuine ability 
to entertain the public and the will 
to work at it, out itll come.’ 

Scotch comedian, a little rounder 
about the middle, a little thinner 
and grayer on the top of his thatch, 
knitted his brows and pounded on 
the turf of the garden behind the 
Beverly-Wilshire hotel to emphasize 
his conviction that show business 
has got to get on closer and more 
intimate relations with the great 
body of the common people. 

He views the passing of vaude- 
ville’ in this country with misgiv- 
ing. 

‘The great talent of talking pic- | 
tures today,’ he said, ‘where did they | 
come from? Out of the sticks. Out 
of the music halls, the variety shows, 
from the ranks of the smalltime | 





troupers. I count myself one 4 
them. W. C. Fields, Ray Bolger, | 
Burns and Allen, Ella Logan, | 


Eleanor Powell, Martha Raye, Fred 
Astaire—I repeat, where'd they 
come from? That’s your answer to 
the source of talent for the future. 
From Burley, Mebbe 
‘You can’t bottle it up. It may 
turn out that the most fertile ex- 
isting field for the training of fu- 
(Continued on page 51) 


Scotch and Symphony | 
Possible in Philly 
Again, After 56 Yrs. 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Philly music lovers will soon be 
able to have a cocktail with their 
‘Aida’ and a Scotch and soda with 
their Heifetz. A bill has been intro- 
duced in the state legislature to per- 
mit Opening of the bar in the base- 
ment of the Academy of Music. 

Mahogany fixture, which has been 
Collecting dust since 1881, when a 
law was passed forbidding sale of 
alcoholic beverages in concert halls. 
is the longest in the city. It was 
famous in the '70s. 
; Measure was proposed by Sena- 
ors Israel Stiefel and Anthony J. Di 
Silvestro, of Philly. It was drawn 
up by attorneys for the Ph: ly Or- 
Chestra association at the latter’s re- 
Quest. No objections have 
raised to its passage. 








been 


Kleptomania on Danube 


Vienna, May 25. 

Foreign tourist trade has its dis- 
advantages, according to Austrian 
stale railways, 
ae the 110,000 towels ordered and 
piaced at the disposal of the pas- 
sensers beginning of 1937, only 1%,- | 
200 are now lef, 1 











Station SAM 


Washington, May 25. 
Construction of a _ govern- 
ment-owned short wave station 


has the backing of most of 
President Roosevelt's cabinet. 


Celler bill authorizing outlay to 
erect transmitter which will oc- 


cupy frequencies granted the 
U. S,. will be boosted by the 
State, Interior, and Navy de- 


partments, as well as the Pan- 
American Union, when hearings 
take place. 

If set up, plant will be the 


first government venture into 
broadcasting. Time cannot be 
sold for advertising, but out- 


siders could use the station if 
they agreed to lay off propa- 
gandizing. 











| for votes 


| considering the 


‘DID BASEBALL 
AIR RULES 
HURT? 


ee 


Chicago, May 25. 

Test to discover whether or not 
this year’s strict-reporting ruling of 
baseball broadcasting was 
any drop in listener interest was run 
by Ruthrauff & Ryan, and has boys 
guessing that it didn’t. 

To make things hard, test was put 


!on the Dodge dealers Sunday a.m. 


WBBM shot, which has nothing to 
do with baseball. 
as to which team was most 
popular, it required that the listener 
get a ballot from a dealer 
sonal call, and on top of that, asked 
him to mail it in. 
was addressed. 

Announcements on two programs 
pulled better than 8,000 votes and, 
conditions, every- 
body’s slapping everybody else on 
the back and saying that the new 
rulings haven't hurt a bit. 

Results showed Sox getting 50.3% 
and Cubs 49.7. 


‘AND NOW THE ADMIRAL 
IS DOING THE RHUMBA’ 


Baltimore, May 25. 
June Ball at the U. S. Naval 
Academy will be radio-described 





| for the first time on night of June 
| 2 by WFBR, Baltimore, which will 


feed it to the Red network of the 

N.B.C. 
Event, a 

season, was 


social 
lined up by Stewart 


highlight of the} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| streamer, 





| business had known for 


causing | 
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FEW NEW GLI 
DURING {ddb- 





Edgar Bergen an Exception 


—Fibber 
Molly’ 
Developments — W. C. 


McGee 


and | 
One of Season’s| 


Fields and Charles Butter- | 


worth 


JAW-EXERCISERS 


By BOB LANDRY 


‘Radio develops little new talent.’ 

That's what Variety said in 1936, 
1935, 1934, 1933 and even further 
back. It’s still the season summary 
Broadcasting season just 
ending has run true to form in that: 

(a) Most of its topnotchers are 
carry-overs from yesteryear (five 
years or better for Cantor, 
Wynn, Baker, Vallee, Burns and 
Allen, Jolson, Amos 'n’ Andy, Easy 
Aces, Lombardo, Bernie, etc.) 
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New York Didn't Like Elmer Rice's 
‘Judgment’; London's Nuts About It 





Force of Habit 


Philadelphia, May 25, 
Great Zacchini, who twice 


daily gets shot out of a cannon 
for Ringling Brothers-Barnum & 
Bailey, appeared at the Philly 
Record office last week with a 
feature story about himself. He 
was taken into the photo de- 
partment for mugging. Without 
warning lensman took a shot of 
him from the side. 

Flash sent him four feet into 





the air. 








PLAY AGENTS 


Benny, | 


(b) Radio itself is slow to bring | 


forward new personalities and _ its 


tendency is to eschew experimenta- | , 
ing the playreading bureau of the 


tion on its own, preferring instead 


to borrow established popularities | 
: , ial * | separate the wheat from the chaff 


from other sources. 

During the present season the 
most notabie personality to bob up 
is Edgar Bergen, ventriloquist. As 
usual, radio ‘discovered’ what show 
years. In 
a remarkably short period of time, 
following a number of guest dates 
on the Vallee program, Bergen has 

(Continued on page 62) 


BETTER PLAY SAFE AND 


Further in asking | 


by per-| 


But the ballot | 


| themes in lighter 


PUT THIS ON PAGE ONE 


Tokyo, May 6. 
here is sensitive to 
cartoons critical of 
which treat Japanese 
vein. Action was 
taken yesterday (5) against The Liv- 
ing Age, March issue, and The Wind- 
sor Magazine of London, April issue, 


Home Office 
articles and 
Japan or 


| for articles considered disrespectful 


| to the throne. 


| 


Kennard, in charge of Special Events | 


department of WFBR, 
No commercial 


Esquire ran afoul of 
the authorities for an article in the 
April issue which criticized Japan's 
policy toward China. 

All three magazines were put un- 
der police ban and removed from 
newsstands for the one. offensive 
issue and, if any of them repeat, will 
be permanently barred. Type of ar- 
ticles sure to draw fire are those 
which question descent of Emperor 
from Sun Goddess, criticism of Ja- 
pan’s expansion policy and_ those 
which question biz ethics of Japs. 

English language mags have been 
reprimanded or suspended for vary- 
ing periods for placing pix of Em- 


peror on inside pages or placing an- | 


nouncements regarding Imperial 
family movements in positions other 
than top of column, 


USE WPA ON 
THE CUFF 


Play agents in New York are us- 





WPA Theatre Project as a mill to 


among innumerable manuscripts sub- 
mitted weekly from the hinterland 
by unknowns, By sending plays over 
to the Federal readers, agents are 
assured of a good reading and a 
comprehensive report, with a synop- 
sis, minus the expense it would 
ordinarily entail plus the labor to 
themselves. 

WPA reads everything submitted 
and writes a report for its own reg- 
ular bulletin to outland units. At 
the same time a report is given the 


| agent who redeems the play if con- 


each no 


sidered to have merit. They then 
give it their own time and consid- 
eration, 

Gag is worked by agent stamping 
‘name’ entrant with the 


agency label as soon as it arrives 
and rushing it over to the WPA 


(Continued on page 63) 


DEATH CHEATS 98. YR. 
OLD OF STAGE DATE 


Spartansburg, S. C., May 25. 

George Isaac Hughes, 98-year-old 
Civil War vet who astonished the 
medical profession by becoming a 
father at 95 and again 97, has 
cheated out of an intended stage 
and radio career. 

He made one trip to New York 
and participated in a national radio 
broadcast. There was much talk ot 
a vaudeville career and he boasted 
that he would live to be 110. 


been 


On May 20 death plaved an im- 
| promptu role and rang down the 
curtain, leaving his young widow 


and two children, He had 16 children 


| by his first wife, who died several 


years ago, 


e —__—_—_ 


Reports from London that Elmer 
Rice's ‘Judgment Day,’ which opened 
there last week, was rated by the 
critics as ‘one of the finest plays 
seen in London in a long time,’ at- 
tracted unusual interest on Broad- 
way because when the same melo- 
drama opened at the Belasco, N. Y. 
in September, 1934, and drew sharp- 
ly divided notices, Rice went on a 
one-man campaign against the re- 
viewers. Play lasted 12 weeks, but 
ended well in the red Then 
he presented ‘Between Two Worlds,’ 
and when that play, too, failed to get 
the critics’ nod, Rice declared he 





;} ment all over again. 


was through with show business 
The agitation against the critics 
lasted throughout the fall and, just 
as it was dying out, Sean O’Casey’s 
‘Within the Gates,’ which also drew 
divided opinions, started the argu- 
(‘Gates’ lasted 


about three months, but also was a 


flop). Rice nearly got Equity in- 
volved in the dispute. Author-pro- 
‘ducer steamed up Frank Gill- 
more, who wrote the Theatre 
| League (managers) and Drama- 
| tists’ Guild, Stated at Equity 
that it was Gillmore’s own move. 


He asked the two bodies to cenfer 
with an idea of doing something 
about the critics, but neither wanted 
any part of the matter and all sides 
decided to forget it. Rice stuck ta 
his word and refused to produce ‘Foi 
Children Only.’ Subsequently he 
headed the WPA Theatre Project 
and, after a row with Washington, 
resigned, He recently went abroad. 
Foreign Locale 

‘Judgment Day,’ which treats with 
the trial of three victims of a ‘to- 
talitarian state charged with at- 
tempted assassination,’ aroused no 
less than four feuds on newspape: 

(Continued on page 52) 


What’s Ahead for Kid 
Stars? Jackie Coogan 
Will Wave a Stick 


Jackie Coogan has been signed hy 





Charlie Green, Consolidated Radio 
Artists prez, now visiting the Wesi 
Coast, to head an orchestra. ‘Kid’ 


will stick to the west until broken 
in, and then try an eastern 
Sion, 

Art Crippen’s band at the Troca- 
dero has been taken over for the 
ex-film kid to head. Both now being 
worked, and polish begins shortly 
for bow next month. 

Blueblood Ballyhoo 

Fisa Maxwell will act as press 
deluxe in Europe for the 
American Ballet. Latter group con- 
templates a swing around the Euro. 
pean centres. Party-tosser in visiis 
to London, Paris and Vienna wil! 

whoop it up using her social contact 
to win interest and support for the 
young Yankee ballet. 

She's been supplied with art and 
| mimeographs, 


inva- 


ent 
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COAST STRIKE SETTLEMENT IMMINENT 
AGAIN; JURISDICTION IS ONLY HOLDUP 





One Major Agreed Verbally to Recognize Union| 
Shop But Was Stymied Pronto—SUE Settlement Hollywood News Correspondents Got 


a Blow to FMPC 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Hopeful that the A.F. of L. 
will decline to intercede in the 
IATSE encroachment of juris- 
diction in other studio craft; 


— 


@merer—-250 leaders are treading water 


before driving an <pcning wedge 
for foothold in the industry. 
Leaders of the makeup-men 
announced a_ preference for 
C.LO. affiliation, and the radical 
groups are all for bolting the 
A.F. of L. Latter refuses to take 
cognizance of strike - breaking 


charges leveled against’ the 
IATSE, which chilled settlement | 
of the labor difficulties by 


claiming jurisdiction over make- 
ups, hair stylists and draftsmen. 

Charles Lessing denied any 
concerted movement afeet to 
tie up with C.1.0. and expressed 
belief that the A.F. of L. would 
rally to the support of the strik- 
ing craftsmen. Joe Clarke, in- 
ternational v. p. of the Painters- 
Decorators’ Brotherhood, is en 
route here to study the jurisdic- 
tional dispute. F.M.P.C, is stand- 
ing by for word from Cincin- 
nati, with pickets continuing 
snake-dances around studie por- 
tals. 


Prospects 

Strike settlement appeared im- | 
minent Friday (21), when the head | 
of one of the major producing com- | 
panies agreed verbally to recognize | 
the demands of the Federated Mo- | 
tion Picture Crafts for a union shop. | 
Offer was speedily withdrawn, how- | 
ever, when the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
claimed jurisdiction over the make- 
up artists, hair stylists and drafts- | 
men. Threat of George Browne, in- | 
ternational prez of the IATSE, and 
Coast rep William Bioff to Louis B. 
Mayer, of a complete studio and 
theatre strike in the U. S. and Can- | 
ada if the FMPC agreement is signed 
minus IATSE sanction. Indies were 
similarly notified. 

FMPC had given the indies until 
Friday noon to sign the agreement 
calling for union shop of 11 crafts 
affiliated with that org. Indies re- 
fused to negotiate after attorney | 
conferences, pending settlement of | 
jurisdiction differences between the | 
two orgs. 

Aaron Shapiro, former N. Y. at- 
torney repping the maritime 
groups in San Francisco, secured a 
verbal agreement from one major 
producer, unnamed, he said. J, R. 
Robinson, vet organizer and chief of 
FMPC pickets, brought Shapiro inte 
the picture. He pointed out that 
men were asking no more than what 
the Guild was granted, and that the 
producers, at the N. Y. labor con- 


| April 30. 


| girls, 
_workers have either perfected, 








» would block any settlement not sat- 


isfactory to his group, Browne issued 
a scorching denunciation of the op- 
position, denying all its claims and 
rendering a glowing history of the 


work and achievements of his own 
org. 

This was followed by a lengthy 
statement by Joseph M. Schenck, 


| chairman of the producers’ special | 


committee, in which he charged that | 
settlement of the strike was being | 
blocked by Lessing. Schenck pointed | 
to agreeableness of producers to ne- 


| gotiate, and decried the FMPC as 


misleading and misinforming studio | 
workers and thus keeping them out 
of work. 
Picketing 

Picketing continued at 10 major 
studios where walkout started on} 
Lines have thinned out, | 
however, since eight of the FMPC 
affiliated crafts returned to work, 
leaving only painters, ‘scenic artists 
and makeup artists on strike. Pick- | 
ets were removed from studios Sun- 
day (23) and assigned to L. A. and 
Hollywood _ théatres. Lines were 


| switched back to the plants of Mon- 
| day. (24). 


In the meantime directors, script 
cutters, costumers and other | 
cr 
are working on, separate organiza- 
tions to seek producer recognition 
and improved working conditions. | 
Studio plasterers completed their or- 
ganizing last week and were given a | 
wage tilt of 10%. 

Recognition has already been ex- | 
tended to directors, and negotiations | 


| with the producers will -be opened 


as soon as directors complete a draft | 
of their demands. Assistant direc- | 
tors have been admitted to member- 
ship, and an affiliate organization 
will be made up of the heads of 
scenic departments, interior deco- 
rators and illustrators. Script girls 
are expected to affiliate with the film 
editors. 





INDIES HOWL 


ON GUILD SHOP 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Howl has been set up by shoestring 
producers following the Guild’s de- 
mand for use of its actors and extras 
on locations within a 300 mile ra- 
dius. Indies claim that conformity 
to Guild shop would more than 
double the currently budgeted 





ference on April 4, had agreed to a figures. 


closed shop for painters and scenic | 


artists, 
IATSE became incensed over 
FMPC’s claim that the former was 
a company org. 

Browne’s View 


Browne announced that no settle- | 
ment would be made until the ar-. 


rival of an international officer of 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Deco- 


rators and Paperhangers to discuss | 
He declined to talk with | 


terms. 
Charles Lessing, exec secretary of 
FMPC, or Rudy Kohl, biz rep of the 
studio painters. 

FMPC collapsed as an org Friday 
(21), when the Studio Utility Em- 
ployees, Local 724, agreed to return 
to work and then deal for a union 
shop. SUE members were given a 


wage tilt from 60 to 75¢ per hour, | 
but few will find jobs, since more. 
than 1,000 were taken over by the | 


IATSE and given rating of Class B 


grips, with a wage boost to 82'%4c 
per hour, 
Statement was given out by 


Browne and Joe Marshall, interna- 
tional v-p of SUE, that settlement 


had been effected through the inter- | 


vention of the IATSE. Jointly signed 
statement read: 

‘The International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees again inter- 
vened in the strained studio union 
situation yesterday. Similar to their 
demands upon the major producers 
two weeks ago that the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild be given recognition, the 
IATSE yesterday secured a union 
shop agreement and 15c per hour in- 


crease for the Studio Utility Em- 
ployees Union.’ 


In announcing that 


the IATSE 


Heretofore indies shooting out of 


parts. Guilders claim westerns cost 
as low as $7,000 through use of 
home-guards for atmosphere. 
Producers are trying to figure 
where to cut corners to stay within | 
limits. There’s a_ possibility, of | 
course, that the wage hike will be | 
absorbed in increased rentals and 
state right sales. 





Hairy and Greta Lauder 

ronia). 

June 2 (New York to London) Mr. 
, and Mrs. G. C. Pratt (Berengaria). 
| May 27 (New York to Mexico) 
Clarence and Elfrida Derwent (Yu- 
catan ). 

May 25 ‘New York to Paris) Rich- 
ard Watts, Jr., Hans Kindler, Marcel 
Journet, Albert Morini (Lafayette). 

May 22 (New York to Buenos 
Aires) Joseph A, Hopfenberg 
(Southern Cross). 

May 21 (New York to Hamburg) 
Mary Garden, Elsa Maxwell 
(Bremen). 

May 20 ‘New 
Philip Merivale, 
(Berengaria). 


ARRIVALS 


Rudy Vallee, Three Nonchalants, 
William C. Knox, Isidore Achron, 
Miss H. Tannenbaum, ‘Dorothy Kil- 
gallen, John Dos Passos, Sylvia 
Froos. Lowell Thomas, Truman Tal- 
ley, Sir William Wiseman, Cornelia 


(Came- | 


York to London) 
Gladys Cooper 





Otis Skinner. 





IT WAS NO FUN 


Ga-Ga Covering Strikes 


Hollywood, May 25. 


Correspondents to whom trouble 
in the main is money in the bank 
'don’t want any more strikes on 
which to fatten their b.r.’s for a 
while. They've had their fill after 
a month of covering strikes, no- 
strikes, near-strikes and Pat Casey. 
There is no joy in Mudville for 


Casey either, for on more than one 
occasion the mighty Casey struck 
out. He didn’t lead the boys up a 
garden path exactly, but many of 
his pipe lines blew up before the 
boys could get their stories on the 
wires. 

Every day and often several times 


' every hour events changed so rapid- 


ly the course of negotiations that 
newspaper boys and girls just gave 
up trying to frame a lead that would 
hold together long enough to get in 
type. 


Gaumont Set-Up 
For New Season 
In Negotiation 





Simultaneously with the return of 
Arthur Lee from the Coast come in- 
dications that Gaumont-British will 
be prepared to announce its new 
season’s program of American dis- 
tribution next month. In the mean- 
time, GB is going ahead with plans 
for three regional meetings in con- 
nection with its new season’s plans. 
One of these sessions will be held 
on the Coast and possibly one in 
New York. 

GB's minimum offering for the 
| coming season in all probability will 
be 16 films and the program, includ- 
ing around 8 which have still to go on 
the current release schedule, may 
mount to 24. 

No_ deal between GB and 20th 
| Century-Fox for distribution of the 
British firm’s films here for the com- 
ing season has been concluded as 
yet. 

It is expected that negotiations to 
this effect will be begun upon the 
return from the Coast of Sidney R. 
Kent, 20th Century-Fox president, 
and John Clark, 20th Century-Fox 
sales manager. Kent and Clark are 
on the Pacific slope in connection 
with the 20th Century-Fox conven- 
tion, 








Harrigan Vice Mulligan 


| Hollywood, May 25. 
| Nilness of Robert Mulligan has 


Deal was upset when the | town used natives for mob and bit | forced him from the cast of Samuel 
the | 


| Goldwyn's ‘Dead End’ and he has 
| been replaced by William Harrigan. 
| Actor was brought from the New 
York stage for the part. 


Wednesday, May 26, 1937 





~~ 








Aw, Fellers 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Students of Cornell Univer- 
sity, who can’t stage their an- 
nual spring ceremony without 
a Hollywood picture beaut on 

hand, want the strike to end. 
They wired the Federated 
Motion Picture Crafis that col- 
lege is pro-labor, but, ‘if we 
don’t get some Hollywood pul- 
chritude, we'll probably go 
Fascist, capitalistic and maybe 
Republican, so how about a 
colossal, stupendous, gigantic | 
settlement?’ 














| 


| SAILINGS | 


June 12 «(New York to Scotland) | 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Madeleine Carroll. 

Harold B. Franklin. 

Leonard Gaynor. 

Jack Linder. 

Claudia Morgan. 

Mr. and Mrs. David O. Selznick. 
Leo Spitz. 

George Weeks. 


io ie tT Ue 
Edward L. Alperson. 
P. D. Cochrane. 
R. H. Cochrane. 
Jack Cohn. 
Ralph Cohn. 
Walt Disney. 
Catherine Doucet. 
Charles Ford. 
Max Gordon. 
James R. Grainger. 
Johnny Green. 
Babette Greene. 
Eve Greene. 
Hal Horne. 
Alexander Korda. 
Leon Leonidoff. 
Morey Marcus. 
Charles Morrison. 
Ozzie Nelson. 
Joe Rivkin. 
Hal Roach. 
Bill Robinson. 
George Schaeffer. 
Morray Silversione. 











A.F. OF L. HEARS 
PROTEST ON 
IATSE 


Cincinnati, May 25. 

Protest against the IATSE was 
filed Monday (24) with the AFL 
executive committee, following a 
special meeting of various trade 
leaders called together by L. P. 
Lindelof, international prez of the | 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America. 

Protesting trades are painters and 
decorators, laborers, stationary en- 
gineers, sheet metal workers, plast- 
erers, plumbers, steamfitters, mould- 
ers, iron workers, culinary workers 
and machinists. 

Lindelof organization includes stu- 
dio painters, scenic artists, makeup 
artists, hair dressers, draftsmen and 
scenic designers jn the film industry. 
He is reported to have submitted 
affidavits to special protest meeting 
of evidence that IATSE cards have 
been issued to non-union workers to 
permit them to take jobs of striking 
unionists in Hollywood. 

Protesting body demands that the 
executive committee call on the 
IATSE to immediately suspend in- 
terference with jurisdiction of other 
unions. Special meeting also re- 
ported to have discussed protest of 
N. Y. scenic artists against trespass 
of jurisdiction by IATSE in that city. 


SOC. SEC. OKAY STILL 
LEAVES BIZ PUZZLED 


Washington, May 25. 

Decision of the Supreme Court 
Monday (24), o.k.’ing Federal levies 
of payrolls to p-ovide funds for un- 
employment « and old-age pen- 
sions, did 1 clarify. numerous 
points of importance to the amuse- 
ment industry. 

Remaining _ still unsettled 
questions about migratory talent; 
who pays for whom; when per- 
formers are employes of the broad- 
caster, film producer, or theatre, and 
when ‘they are independent con- 
tractors outside the tax system: and 
how accounts must be handled for 
enterprises with speedy labor turn- 
over, 


Tay Garnett Readying 
Trade Winds’ for UA 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Renowned Artists is established in 
its new quarters on the Selznick In- 
ternational lot in Culver City and 
preparations are going ahead for Tay 
Garnett’s first picture, ‘Trade Winds.’ 

Pic is skeded to start in October, 
with Garnett directing for United 
Artists release. 


Briskin’s New Method 


Hollywood, May 25. 

S. J. Briskin is trying out a new 
budget plan at RKO whéreby his 
assistant, Lee Marcus, draws a lump 
sum for his group instead of in- 
dividual allotments. Such pictures 
warranting cost sheet increases dur- 
ing developments will get additional 
coin. 

Idea behind the plan is to get 
around bracketing pictures on a pre- 
conceived notion of their production 
value without putting a fixed price 
on any one film. 





are 








Dorothy Hall, star of ‘Behind Red 
Lights.’ legit show was screen tested 
again Monday (24) by 20th-Fox. 

Has been before company's lens 
several times. 





| 





Fleischer Strike 
Continues in N.Y; 
Other Unions Aid 


Strike of the Commercial Artists 
and Designers’ Union at fhe Max 
Fleischer studios, N. Y., remains 
deadlocked, with little prospect of 
an early settlement. Paramount and 
Roxy theatres, in the Times Square 
district, were subjected to mass 
picketing last Saturday (22) night. 
About 100 strikers kept a snakeling 
in front of each house for half an 
hour during the heavy business hour, 
causing considerable congestion. 

Police were on hand in large num- 
bers, but offered no _ interference. 
Agreement was reached in advance 
to limit the picketing to half an hour 
at each house, pickets marching up 
Broadway to the Roxy when finished 





in front of the Paramount. Reason 

{for the picketing was showing of 
Fleischer cartoons by the two 
houses. 


According to CADU officials, pro- 
duction at the Fleischer studios is 
at a complete standstill, with around 
115 of the 135 artists on strike. Ex- 


ecutive committee of the music 
|; union, Local 802, was to meet late 
| yesterday supposedly to deal with 


the case of four employees alleged 
to have been discharged from the 
music department and possibly to 
take action on Max Fleischer and his 
brother, Dave, both of whom are 
reported members of the union. Also 
talk of picketing by 802 of Fleischer 
studios and theatres showing the 
films. 

Moving Picture Machine Opera- 
tors’ Union, Local 306, has likewise 
acted to intervene in the strike, the 
membership last week voting ap- 
proval of the executive board's de- 
cision to participate and threatening 
Fleischer with being placed on the 
unfair list. Protest has been seni to 
Paramount, which releases Fleischer 
products. Failure of Paramount to 
bring pressure on the cartoon pro- 
ducer would result in ‘strained’ re- 
lations, the protest said. 


Assistance 

Various other unions and organi- 
zations are giving the strikers ac- 
tive support and financial help, ac- 
cording to CADU. Committee of in- 
dependent professional people, head- 
ed by Charles Hendley, president of 
the N. Y. Teachers’ Union, is sked- 
ded for late this week. Reported the 
group will organize a public boy- 
cott of houses showing Fleischer 
films. 

Among other organizations which 
have voted support to the strike are 
the Allied Printing Trades Council of 
Canada, Amalgamated Lithographers 
of America, American Advertising 
Guild, American Artists’ Congress, 
American Fed. of Actors, American 
Fed. of State, County and Munici- 
pal Employes, Artists’ Union of Chi- 
cago, Artists’ Union of N. Y., Artists’ 
Union of Toronto, Cigarmakers’ In- 
ternational Union of America, Hotel 
and Restaurant Workers’ Union, 
League of the Physically Handi- 
capped, N. Y. Clothing Cutters’ 
Union, Skirt Makers’ Union, Screen 
4.ctors’ Guild, Social Service Em- 
voyes’ Union and Taxi Chauffeurs’ 
Union. 

Max Fleischer has steadfastly re- 
fused to be interviewed, even by 
telephone, regarding the progress of 
the strike or the issues involved, be- 
ing represented as acting entirely on 
the advice of his attorney, Louis 
Nizer. 

Nizer declares he has offered io 
pay for an inspection of Fleischer’s 
books by any certified public ac- 
countant the union would pick, to 
prove the unreasonableness of 
CADU’s demands. Union officials, 
on the other hand, say Nizer’s offer 
was made with the stipulation that 
the union call off the strike. 

Meanwhile picketing continues at 
the Fleischer studios, with mass 
picketing twice daily. 





Hunting the Reason 


O. P. Lehmann, Dr. H. Schmidt 
and G. Kemma, execs of UFA in 





.Germany, arrived in N. Y. this week 


to look into the whys and where- 
fores of the collapse of the Deutseh 
film biz here. Committee seeks rea- 
sons and possible remedies for the 
turn against Nazi films, which orice 
held their own in the U. S. field. 
While here representing the Ger- 
man combine, they will also check 
on technical and management 
gles of VU. S. film industry with @! 
eye te. modernizing the home setup. 
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PIC BIZ ON SPOT IN WASH. 
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Bill Bil Fox Makes Peace with Pic 


Moguls, Touts New Tint Process: 





Hollywood, May 25. 

William Fox, who has been here 
for the past week, has been seen fre- 
quently with Sidney R. Kent, presi- 
dent of 20th-Fox, and Joseph M. 
Schenck, chairman of the company. 
Fox had a two-hour meeting with 
Joseph Schenck on Wednesday (19). 
Following this Fox had a lengthy 
conference with both Kent and 
Schenck on Friday (21), resulting in 
a friendly understanding between 
these interests which may have some 
bearing on future business relations 
of all. 

Fox came here with Julius Ausen- 
berg, who formerly was associated 
with him 
and later 
ing Fox 
color deal with Karl Grune, 
perfected the process. 

Has World Rights 

William Fox controls the process, 
owning the world rights to it. He 


who 


+ 





in American Tri-Ergon | 
was instrumental in help- | 
make that British Chemi- | 


} 
| 





brought with him to the Coast four | 
reels of film showing the color, one | 


of which is silent and includes a test 
shot of Ann Harding, besides some 
outdoor stuff on boats and a weather 


strip. Remaining three reels in 
sound includes a ‘Pagliacci’ bit made 
abroad. 


He claims for his color that it is 


the cheapest for use from point of | 


cost, bringing color 
of the cost of other processes, 
that it can be developed as fast as 
black and white. 

Fox has been showing it around 
to various friends and comparing it 
with other color processes, claiming 
that it will be a revolution in color. 

He has given no indication of just 
how he will hook up his proposition, 


in ata fraction | 
and 





Memories 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Joseph M. Schenck conducted 
William Fox on a tour of 20th- 
Fox's Movietone City plant the || 
other day. It was Fox's first | 
gander at the production set-up 
launched while he still held the 
reins of the old Fox Film Corp. 

Fox spent several hours 
gawking. 
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UNCLE SAM, INC. 
PIC PROD, IS 
NEW IDEA 


—_——__—-#@ 


Washington, May 25. 

Uncle Sam, Inc., producer, exhibi- 
itor and distributor of motion pic- 
tures depicting all phases of Gov- 
ernment activities, will hang up his 
shingle in competition with the Hol- , 
lywood ‘big eight,’ if legislation in- 
troduced last week is approved by 
Congress. 

Consolidating all Government film 
experiments into one bureau—the 
‘Office of Motion Pictures’—a bill. | 


| introduced by Representative Fred 


but simply that he is going through | 


with it and will perfect his market- 
in* plans upon’his return east at 
the end of this week. 

Fox will not be interested, how- 
ever, in any theatre projects, as has 
been reported around here lately, 
he says. 


80% 20th Names 
Set for Chores: 





Lot Gets Needle 


—_—s 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Within a few days, 80% 
20th-Fox contract names, players 
and directors, will be working, 
when six new pictures are slated to 


be in production, in addition to the} 


Current seven, 
Starters will be ‘Danger, Love at. 


of the} 


| 


Schulte, Democrat of. Indiana, would 
set up Washington as a national film 
center and give the Government the 


| opportunity to pictorialize any prop- 


aganda it wishes. 

Operating as a subsidiary of the 
Government Printing Office, the 
U.S. Office of Motion Pictures would 
hire its own director at $8,000 a year, 
and concentrate on any subject it 


| wishes. 





Work,’ ‘Chicago Fire,’ ‘Ali Baba Goes | 


to Town,’ ‘Jean,’ ‘Wife, Doctor and 


Nurse, and. ‘Adventure of Dr. 
Moto, 


ROAD BACK’ TO GET 
TWO-A-DAY BOOKING 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Universal has decided to roadshow 
‘The Road Back’ following its preem 
at $2 Lop in the Globe Theatre, N. Y., 
June 14. 

U conventioneers were polled by 
James R, Grainger, general sales 
manager, after they had viewed a 
condensed version of the film in four 
reels alt the recent U conclave here. 

stainger wired the result to Charles 

- Rogers, who then made the de- 
“yes 4 £9 roadshow the picture fol- 

owing its New York run. 











‘Rosie’ Lives Again 


Hollywood, May 25. 





Charles 
Grainger 
of Rosie O’Grady’ for Universal. 


Pat Rooney and Herman Timber 
Will be featured. ' 


R. Rogers has set Edmund ; 
to produce ‘The Daughter | 


Complete with technical assistants 
and motion picture engineers, the 
O.M.P. would be empowered to 
‘produce and provide’ film produc- 
tion and manufacturing services for 
all Federal agencies of the Govern- 
ment: to ‘distribute motion picture 
films. and to render professional and 
technical services for any Federal 
agency in connection with the pro- 
duction, the procurement and the 
distribution of motion picture films.’ 

Federal departments, or agencies, 
desiring to make use of the Office of 
Motion Pictures, would be required 
to ‘pay promptly by check’ to the 
Publie Printer for services rendered. 
Take would be collected by the 
Treasury and deposited to the credit 
of the working capital of the Public 
Printer for use by the motion pic- 
ture office. 

Price lists and general information 
concerning Government pix would 
be compiled and published by the 
Motion Picture Director, according 
to Schulte’s bill, and films would be 


| sold subject to the approval of the 





| 





‘ 


head of the agency in which the pic- 
ture originated. Cash receipts from 
sale of such pictures would again 
be credited to the account of the Mo- 


tion Picture Office. 
Complete arrangements for the 
expenses of the office were con- 


tained in the bill and an annual re- 
port to Congress would be required 
as to the cash expended. 

Legislation authorized the Joint 
Congressional Committee on Print- 
ing to adopt whatever measures it 
deemed necessary to ‘remedy any 
neglect, delay, duplication or waste 
in the production, procurement, 
preparation and distruction of mo- 
tion picture films by the Office of 
Motion Pictures.’ 

Establishment of the Government 
picture studio would take place 
within 90 days of the passage of the 


act, according to Schulte’s legisla- 

tion, 
A REGAL START 
Hollywood, May 235. 


Tom Rutherford, Broadway actor, 
plays the king of Spain in Metro's 
‘The Firefly 

Role is his screen debut. 


| Company 


DIES BILLIS 














TOUGHEST VET Will Be Too Late fo Par fol 


Sweeping Cleanup Demand- 
ed—tTakes in All Branches 
of Biz—Worse Than Pet- 


tengil or Other Measures 


of Past 


PLENTY OF QUESTIONS 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Albert Law, special assistant 
to U. S. Attorney General, has 
been summoned te Washington, 
after conducting an anti-trust 
probe here among indie theatre 
owners during the past several 
weeks. 

Belief here is that he will sub- 
mit his report just ahead of the 


proposed congressional probe 
into film biz. Law is under- 
stood te have interrogated 


about 50 exhibs for his info. 
Washington, May 25. 
Charged with enough potential dy- 


STOCKHOLDERS 


namite to blast Hollywood into the | 





Only Execs Attend 


a will | not take its 
film salesmen to Los Angeles 
for this year’s annual conven- 
tion (June 10) as other com- 


panies are doing. Only home 
office executives, division, dis- 
trict and branch managers will 


attend. <A _ special train will 
leave New York, Sunday (6) 
for the convention, 


Program will not be as large 
as last year, 
probably ranging from 
Company has for years 
uled 60 to 65 or 65 to 70. 


number of pictures 
52 to 58. 
sched- 











ASK PROBE 
OF ¢-B 


studio end 
appears destined 
Paramount's annual con- 
vention, which gets under way June 
3, the Coast. Barney Balaban, 
president of the firm, will not return 
to the States from Europe until two 
days following the opening of the 
wieeting 
Zukor, chairman of the board, will 
top the dais, in association with Neil 
Agnew. v.p. and chieftain of 
the company. 


Paramount's 
Adolph Zukor 
dominate 


under 
to 


on 


sales 


Stanton 
Noyes, 
man of 


of 


firm 


Griffis, 
downtown 
the 


the Hemphill, 
and chair- 


company's executive 








middle of the Pacific ocean, a resolu- | 

tion asking for the most sweeping London, May 16. 

clean-up of the motion picture in- A new stage in the protracted 

dustry so far proposed was intro- | Gaumont-British stock negotiations | 

duced in the house last Thursday | consists of a manifesto by a self- 
(20). | appointed group of shareholders, 
Causing chills to run up and down, which proposes to approach the| 


the spines of producers, distributors | 
and exhibitors, the 
fered by Representative Martin Dies, 
Democrat of Texas—would give con- 
gressional snoopers carte blanche to 
investigate trade practices, possible | 
monopolies, hours, wages, lobbying | 
and a score of other industry prob- | 


lems which lawmakers have been 
eveing with suspicion. In addition, 
the special investigating committee | 


of the House would be authorized to | 
request ‘fullest co-operation’ from | 
justice department sleuths, federal 
trade commission probers and other | 
experts from the various government | 
agencies. 


legislation—of- | 


| cent 


Board of Trade for 
into the affairs of 
under the Companies Act. A circular, 
issued by what called the Pro- 
visional Shareholders Committee, in- 
vites stockholders to support the 
move and to supply funds for 
rying on the campaign. 

The circular declares that the re- 
law action, when 
attempted to restrain G-B from pay- 
ing its preference dividend, brought 
facts hitherto unknown to stockhold- 
ers to light. The committee claims 
capital and trading losses of the cor- 
poration approximate $15,000,000, al- 


an investigation 
the corporation 


iS 


| leging very serious jeopardy exists 
Fact that the Dies resolution would | in regard to share capital, 


and that 


include independent exhibitors in the} prompt and drastic steps will be re- 


shudders and gave the 
added significance. Possibility that | 
the measure was designed to over- 
come objection to the Hobbs resolu- | 
tion might indicate, however, that! 
the indies were included to provide 
a smoke-screen. 
Hobbs Resentment 

Considerable resentment was ex- 
pressed in congress at the introduc- 
tion of the Hobbs measure on the 
grounds that it persecuted the ma- | 
jors and the Hays organization and | 
let the smaller producing companies 

(Continued on page 25) 


basis. 

The manifesto claims mismanage- 
ment, as well as unchecked opera- 
tion of the assets. 


Biddell on Own 


Hollywood, May 235. 
Sidney M. Biddell 


car- 


| as 
stockholders | 





| general massacre increased industry | quired if stock is to be restored to!| 
legislation | a dividend-paying 





is starting his | 


own production unit and is talking a | 


releasing deal with Edward 
son, Grand National head. 


Biddell formerly was Alperson’s 
' : Metz editor and production assistant. 


Alper- | 


Stock Conversion Move By Paramount 


Stanton Griffis Explains ae Supervision 


of Production at $3,000 Weekly Plus 


Paramount Pictures, Ine., 
tice of its annual meeting to stock- 
holders last week, outlining a pro- 
posal to increase the authorized com- 
mon stock by 1,500,000 shares and 
a new contract for Adolph Zukor 
as production executive. Stockhold- 
ers will be asked to vote on both 
propositions. 

If the company’s stockholders vote 
approval, Paramount will hike 
authorized common shares’ from 
4.500.000 to 6,000,000 and reduce the 
first and second preferred stock by 
the number of shares which will 
have been converted into common 
shares prior to this annual meeting. 
made denial, 
Stanton Griffis, chairman of the Par 
executive committee, that there was 
any plan for issuing additional com- 
mon shares, a natural deduction in 
some financial circles when a large 
increase is asked. Griffis, besides 


sent no-. 


O/ 
oO 


for issuing additional 
shares, 
no new financing 
negotiations 
tional stock. 

His official 
‘the reason 
holders to 


and has had no 
concerning such = addi- 


was that 
the stock- 
authorized 


explanation 
for asking 
increase the 


| common stock at this time is to place 


the | 


through | 


stating that Paramount has no plaas | 


the corporation in a position to issue 
such stock in the future for any cor- 
porate purpose which the board of 
directors deems to be for 
fit of the corporation.’ 
Zukor's Income 
Zukor agreement, dated April 27, 
this year, 
authorized the execution of the pact 
subject to approval of stockholde: 
would employ Adolph Zukor to have 
full charge of and to supervise all 
motion picture production activities 
of Paramount and its subsids and all 
its motion picture studios, labora- 
(Continued on page 26) 


common | 
said the company is planning | 


the bene- | 


the date after the directors | 
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another 
Grftis 
trip. 


committee is 
in 


who, will be 
absentis. has been south 
a fishing 
Balaban abroad several 
weeks surveying Paramount's foreign 
situation with John W. Hicks, Jr., 
the firm’s v. p. in charge of foreign. 
Hicks is returning. at the same time 


has been 


with Balaban, scheduled to arrive 
around June 7, 

Balaban is abroad for the first 
time since he became president of 
the company to look into Par's 
properties over there. Included 
among these are Par’s greater Lon- 
don theatre properties. Deal was 


proposed not long ago to turn this 
chain over to London interests. 
Stanton Griffis, shortly after being 


named chairman of the executive 
committee, undertook to negotiate 
the transaction started by the Par 


officials, 
worked 
through, 


Griffis went to London and 
on the matter but it fell 


U’s New Money Man 


Hollywood, May 

Harold S. Brewster moves to Uni« 
versal from Price, Waterhouse & Co, 
comptroller, following appoint- 


25. 


ment by J. Cheever Cowdin. Brew- 
ster takes the post that has been 
held temporarily by R. W. Allison 


since James P,. Normanly moved up 
into a vice-presidency, 

Brewster recently functioned as 
manager of motion picture accounts 
for Price-Waterhouse, Allison re- 
mains as his assistant. 
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF LEADING EXHIBS 


SHOWS THEM STILL OPPOSED TO RADIO 


Net Result of MPTOA Resolution Is Zero—Kuyken- 





dall, Wilby, Lightman, Griffith, Picquet, Fay, 


Wehrenberg, Michael, 


Current opinion of leading theatre 
odperators and exhibitor leaders who 
were sounded out by Variety this 
week on the matter of radio broad- 
casting film studio contract players 
is that conditions have not changed 
since the Miami convention of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America in March. Resolutions 
passed at that time condemned the 
practice and declared for compiete 
elimination. 

Radio committee set up by the 
MPTOA in consequence of these res- 
olutions and headed by Walter Vin- 
cent has held two meetings, one a 
week ago with producer-distributor 


representatives, but to date no 
course has been suggested by the 
committee which would indicate it 


will attempt to eradicate or come to 
grips with the form of radio com- 
petition complained about in Miami. 

Vincent committee is not conduct- 
ing a poll of theatre men as was 
expected. 

Wires to Variety from numerous 
leading theatre men includes one 
from E.'L. Kuykendall, president of 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America. He states: 

‘My opinion is exhibitors are more 
alarmed than ever over indiscrim- 
inate broadcasting by stars and use 
of picture scripts and apparent in- 
difference on part of producers to 
their appeals. Broadcasts at peak 
hours in theatre attendance costing 
box offices many dollars.’ 


M. A. Lightman, with a chain of 
around 50 houses in Tennessee, Ar- 
kansas and Mississippi, had this to 
say: 

‘It has never been my contention 
producers and stars should not par- 
ticipate in radio broadcasting. On the 
contrary this medium is most helpful 
in some instances. Trouble with pro- 
testors is confusion. Undoubtedly 
some stars and producers should 
never appear before a mike; also 
some are entirely overdoing it. My 
opinion has always been balanced 
judgment plus good showmanship 
makes broadcasts an excellent me- 
dium to sell certain pictures.’ 


Hew to Appreach Radie 

At the meeting with producer repre- 
sentatives held in New York a week 
ago the Vincent committee discussed 
the question of how radio broad- 
casting could be approached with 
the thought of mutual benefit for 
both rather than whether or not pro- 
ducer-distributors and players could 
be removed from the air in protec- 
tion of film at the box office. 

R. B. Wilby, of Kincey-Wilby, 
largest operators in the South, with 
around 150 houses in chain, located 
in small as well as large situations, 
wired: 

‘Am personally convinced that 
participation by picture producers 
and stars in radio broadcasting is 
detrimental. Recognize that there 
should be .conditions under which 

this would not apply but such con- 
ditions are in my judgment rare.’ 

Another large operator, L. C. 
Griffith, of the Griffith Amusement 
Co., which has 150 theatres further 
west in Oklahoma. Texas and New 
Mexico, shares Wilby’s opinion. He 
states: 

‘It is my opinion that conditions 
in this territory. or any other terri- 
tory have not undergone any changes 
which would warrant modification of 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America resolutions at Miami con- 
demning participation of picture 
producers and stars in radio broad- 
casting and I feel confident if the- 
atre owners in America spoke their 
minds they would say the same 
thing.’ 

Charles W. Picquet, exhibitor lead- 
er of prominence in the Carolinas, 
wired as follows: 

‘Scntiment in this territory among 
indenendents not changed _ since 
Miami convention.’ 

In E. M: Fay’s New England ter- 
ritory a similar opinion is rendered 
by Fay, who stated: 

‘Know of no reason to modify Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America resolutions regarding radio 
broadcastins.’ 

Fred Wehrenberg, for years an 
officer of the MPTOA who had been 
active in politics and reforms wired 
that he was ‘opposed to stars ap- 


Lam, Lust Report 


pearing too frequently on radio’ and 
stated that he had sent a question- 
naire to Walter Vincent ‘explaining 
our position thoroughly.’ 
Air Previews Bad 

While declaring that opinion is di- 
vided in his western New York ter- 
ritory, Jules H. Michael, chairman of 
the MPTO of western N. Y., believes 


that previews of coming releases 
should never be _ permitted. He 
wired: 


‘Exhibitor opinion divided on res- 
olution as passed at Miami. Many 
stars are made more popular through 
radio appearances. This is helpful 
to theatre attendance. Previews of 
coming releases, regardless of 
whether ending given or not, 
should not be allowed. It spoils the 
entertainment value for the patron 
and in many instances is over-sold. 
An example of this is Hollywood 
Hotel on Friday nights.’ 

‘My opinion is, conditions not 
changed since resolutions offered in 
Miami,’ wired Sidney B. Lust. 

Lam’s Point 

Oscar C. Lam, member of 
board of the MPTOA and w. k. 
exhibitor circles, said ‘there are no 
changes in this territory that will 


is 


the 
in | 


Miami _ resolutions’, adding 
heard no exhibitor express -any | 
opinion recently other than the sen: | 
timent that prevailed in Miami.’ 

Letter from R. A. McNeil, general | 
manager of the powerful Golden 
State- Theatre chain in northern | 
California, stated in part: 

‘I am not against a star who 
doing general broadcasting, such as 
singing on the regular program, but | 
when they start to broadcast the 


is 


sented in the picture that will be 
shown in the theatres throughout 
the country, I believe it does more 
to injure the picture than help it. 
Also, when the broadcasts are given 
right at the peak hour, and all the 
big stars appear, it has a tendency 
to keep the people home instead of 
patronizing theatres. I am _ not 
against individual picture stars ap- 
pearing on the air if good judgment 
is used as to when they go on and 
the type of entertainment they 
present.’ 

‘If anything getting worse. 
WPTOA resolutions not strong 
enough,’ wired H. V. Harvey, Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of North- 
ern California. 


Ed Small Quits 
RKO; Will Go to 
England On Own 


Holiywood, May 25. 
Declining a three-year extension 








of his current contract, Edward 
Small will leave RKO to produce on 
his own in England. After a vaca- 
tion abroad he will do ‘Clementina,’ 
with Robert Donat. He departs June 
12 and expects to remain in England 
six months. 

Small’s withdrawal from the Radio 
lot complicates production consider- 
ably on ‘Gunga Din,’ which he 
brought to the studio with him and 
in which he still retains an interest. 
S. J. Briskin indicated that it may 
not be started until Small returns 
from England. 

Kipling yarn already has $300,000 
charged against it. Ben Hecht and 
Charlie MacArthur ‘prepared the 
screen play. Howard Hawks _ has 
been assigned to direct the film. 





Crawford’s ‘Red Bride’ 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Joan Crawford’s next for Metro 
will be ‘The Bride Wore Red,’ which 
will serve also as Dorothy Arzner’s 
first directorial chore under her new 








pact. 
Pic, based on Ferenc Molnar’s 
play, “The Girl from Triest,’ has 


Joseph Mankiewicz as producer. 





es “ | Special 
warrant modification of the MPTOA | renort, which favors the amended 


‘have | pian, by June 4. However, it is be- 


show line for line, as it will be pre- | 


| 





Cohn Sets Col. Meet 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Jack and Ralph Cohn left last Fri- 
day (21) for New York after 
former had completed preliminary 
plans for the Columbia sales conven- 
tion here. 


Sessions start June 28, having been | 


set back a week. 


Final Hearings 


On Roxy Reorg 
Set for Thurs. 





Final confab on Roxy reorganiza- 
tion plan will be heard before Fed- 
eral Judge Francis G. Caffey to- 
morrow (Thursday) when attorneys 
for and against provisions of plan 


will present briefs and have their | 


STIFFER BRITISH 


last say on the matter. Last Friday 
(21) Judge Caffey listened to ar- 
guments pro and con and decided 


| both sides must conclude their talks 


by Thursday. The court indicated 


|! he would decide on confirmation of 


Master Addison S.- Pratt's 


lieved that should the court approve 
this plan, it would not become ef- 
fective until August 1 in order to 
conform with Twentieth Century- 


| Fox’s schedule. 


Under the plan 20th-Fox will take 


|over the Roxy theatre control for 
| 20 years on payment of $650,000 and 
| certain other concessions. Opponents 
|to it are Class A stockholders and 


noteholders who claim they will be 
left out in the cold unéer this setup. 

Ernest Angell, attorney for the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion, refused to comment on the plan 
Friday, but told the court he be- 
lieved the special master’s report 
was a fair one. He estimated that 
the theatre should show a profit of 
$274,500 for the fiscal year ending 
next August. 

Samuel Kramer and Samuel Hir- 
shenstein, representing groups of 
Class A_ stockholders, argued for 
holding out for a better bid than that 
of 20th-Fox so their clients could 
get a better break. Both disputed 
the special master’s claim that the 
theatre is insolvent. Hirshenstein 
declared the reorganization plan ac- 
tually was a sale and in violation of 
provisions of 77B. 

Edward Tatum, on behalf of a 
large group of noteholders, took a 
rap against the Noteholders Protec- 
tive Association, declaring  note- 
holders were not properly repre- 
sented at hearings held before Pratt. 

Harry Seligson, of the Tipton 
Bondholders’ Committee; Daniel W. 
Blumenthal, of the Adler ‘-Bondhold- 
ers Committee, and Carlos Israel, for 
the Funds Committee, all spoke in 
favor of the plan. They recom- 
mended that the court confirm Spe- 
cial Master's findings. 


Next Joe E. Brown Film 
For Loew Ralls June 7 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Joe E. Brown will start his new 
starrer for David L. Loew 
for RKO-Radio release June 7. 
ward Sedgwick will direct. Loew 
is now looking for a title. Film will 
be the final on Loew’s schedule for 
RKO before he swings over to Co- 
lumbia on a deal completed last 
week. 

Brown returned 
his eastern vacash. 

Larry Tarber, production assistant 
to Hal Roach, has joined David L. 
Loew to cast the latter's next Joe 
iE. Brown picture. 





Ed- 


last week from 


Lauder in Astaire Pic? 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Deal is being talked by William 
Morris and Pandro S, Berman which 
may land Sir Harry Lauder in the 
next Fred Astaire picture. 








Morris wants to lamp the script 
before reaching for the dotted line. 


Radio Film Broadeasts 


1937 


‘I Met Him in Paris’ 

Dramatization of ‘I Met Him in Paris’ (Par) over CBS on the ‘Holly wood 
Hotel’ program last Friday (21) night clicked nicely and may be a selling 
argument in building up a demand for this gay screen comedy. It js 
noticeable, however, that the radio adapters of the script seem to have 
given in to the wishes of the film companies in that the plot of the pic is 
not completely summarized via the air. At the halfway mark, when a 
certain climactie question asserts itself as to what course the heroine 


the | 





This method may be okay, as far 


should pursue the broadcast version ends rather abruptly. 


as Paramount or the film biz is con. 


cerned, in not giving away the complete story in advance, but it must 
| seem somewhat unsatisfying for the network listeners. Interest may be 
| built up for what might follow, but this time it was a rather abrupt 


blackout. 


assets. There were a few too many 


Asher Set for Two 
More Years at U 


Hollywood, May 25. 

E. M. Asher has signed with Uni- 
versal for two more years without 
|options as an executive producer. 
| He has been with U since 1929 con- 
tinuously, making his association the 
|longest of any top man on the lot. 
Producer has turned out many of 





| U's feature pictures during his ser-- 


lice there, 





QUOTA SEEN 
~ BY KORDA 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Alexander Korda of London Films 








Prod. 


explained the complications for for- 
eign production 
problems to his fellow owner-mem- 
bers of United Artists at a session in 
the offices of Dr. A. H. Giannini, 
UA president, last week. 

Even stricter British quota regu- 
lations are in prospect, Korda told 
his partners, unless theatres on this 
side find room for more British- 
made product. He said he believed 
heavier sales pressure and exploita- 
tion would boost the grosses of his 
pictures in the United States, point- 
ing out that their European reve- 
nues have been heavy. It’s an old 
Korda squawk. 

Present were Dr. Giannini, Korda, 
Charles Chaplin, Mary Pickford, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Samuel Gold- 
wyn, George Schafer, and Murray 
Silverstone, UA’s London represen- 
tative. 


Special Master Still 
Hearing RKO Reorg Plan 


Indie shareholders are having 
their innings before special master 
George W. Alger in the matter of 
RKO’s reorganization. Next session 
| is Thursday (27) morning. 








On Monday (24) George L. Schein, 
attorney for indie stockholders, put 
Bernard Bercu, an accountant, on 
the stand to analyze RKO’s financial 
setup. Bercu, only witness of the 
day, testified as to his own opinions 
| and _ estimates of RKO’'s possible 
| earnings for this year. In this wise 
he offered testimony to prove that 
proponents of RKO’s reorganization 
plan might have underestimated the 
company’s earning capacity. 

Proponents, under the plan, are 
understgod to figure the company’s 
1937 net possibilities are $2,173,000, 
but Bercu thinks it is an under- 
estimate by around $3,000,000, and 
that RKO’s 1937 possibilities might 
be $5,173,000. 

Apparent intention § of Bercu’s 

| Opinion is to show that, after inter- 
est on debentures and preferred 
stock, under the plan, is met, RKO’s 
1937 earnings might leave a net resi- 
due of around $3,600,000 for the 
common stock divvy. 
Majority of RKO stock at present 
is under control of Atlas-Lehman 
and RCA, the RCA holdings being 
under option to the A-L group. 





LOWE'S PAR PAIR 


' 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Edward T. Lowe, now a Para- 
mount associate producer under 


Harold Husley, is preparing two pro- 
ductions, 
Lowe 


the lot. 


and__ distribution 


| 


Claudette Colbert and her two leading men, Melvyn Douglas and Robert 
| Young, are alert participants in a lively story glistening with bright dialog 
and engaging situations and it seems to be a picture filled with winning 
‘I love you's’ in the abbreviated script 
for complete comfort but, on the whole, it was a merry triangle projected 
in socko fashion by its trio of Hollywood name players. 


And Here’s a Pic 
Exhib Who Really 
Likes Radio Ads 





Detroit, May 25. 
Biggest radio hookup in the 
history of film exploitation in Michi- 
gan, with 13 stations in the state 
participating, is skedded for Sunday 
| (30) as ballyhoo for Paramount's ‘I 
| Met Him in Paris,’ which opens the 
following Friday (4) at the Michigan 
theatre here and in Butterfield thea- 

tres scattered throughout the state. 


Half-hour program, from 12:30 to 
1 p.m., will be the second extensive 
air bally of a picture here in recent 
months. In March the United De- 
troit Theatres (Par) pulled a similar 
j}stunt on ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), 
| with five local stations airing a half- 
| hour program. Stuff has proved so 
| popular, and aided the b.o. so much, 
| that it’s likely air bally will become 
) an established policy for the VU. D. 
| circuit. 
With program originating in WXYZ 
| (operated by George W. Trendle who 
also heads the U. D. chain), the 
broadcast will go out over WWJ, 
WJR, WMBC, WJBK and WXYZ in 
Deiroit, and WFDF, Flint; WJIM, 
Lansing; WELL, Battle Creek; 
WKZO, Kalamazoo: WOOD, Grand 
Rapids; WBCM, Bay City, and WIBM, 
Jackson, all members of WXYZ's 
state web. Thus will blanket prac- 
tically the entire state of Michigan. 

Program will follow the pattern 
used for ‘Waikiki Wedding,’ consist- 
ing of a 30-piece orch., 16-voice 
choral ensemble, actors, and the ‘Al- 
vance Men’ (singing p. a.’s), plus 
elaborations on the original idea. 
Practically all of the talent will be 
drawn from WXYZ/s staff. 

Robert M. Gillham, Par director of 
advertising, is here to handle the set- 
up with U. D. execs. 


ACAD. FINISHES 











VISIO SURVEY 





Hollywood, May 25. 


Carl Dreher, chairman of the sci- 
entific committee of the research 
council of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences has com- 
pleted a survey on current television 
development in England. Commit- 
tee now is writing a report. 


Document will lean heavily on an 
analysis of television in film pro- 
duction and will be intended pri- 
marily for the information of studio 
executives, directors and others, to 
familiarize them with progress in 
that field. 

Assisting Dreher in compiling the 
data are Gordon Chambers, J..G. 
Frayne, William Mueller, Gordon S. 
Mitchell, L. E. Clark, Wesley C. 
Miller and Hollis Moyse. 

That Coronation ceremonies in 
London provided the most extensive 
use of television ever undertaken 
was the word sent to the committee 
from England. Survey was made in 
Britain for the committee by John 
Boyle, Lloyd Knechtel and William 
Hornbeck, members of the. techni- 
cians’ branch of the Academy; F. S. 
Ditcham, London representative of 
Universal; F. L. Harley, London rep- 





resentative of 20th-Fox, and R. J 


formerly was a writer 0) | Hanbury, London representative ol 


RKO-Radio. 
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TRICKS OF THE‘) 





Ruby Keeler Follows Al Jolson 


¥ 


Off Warner Lot; Has Other Bids 





> 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Repeating the action of her hus- 
band Al Jolson, Ruby Keeler ef- 
fected her release from a Warner 
contract Saturday (22), Dancer still 
had two films to go. Immediately 
following, RKO and Universal 
started bids for her services. 

Actress had not had an assign- 
ment in seven months, since she 
completed ‘Ready, Willing and Able,’ 
and studio refused to loan her out 
to RKO. As in the case of her 
hubby, Warners paid no money for 
the release. 

On Sunday (23) both RKO and 
Universal started negotiations with 
Miss Keeler for her services. Uni- 
versal has eyes on her for the femme 
lead in ‘Young Man's Fancy,’ which 
Buddy De Sylva produces as his 
first. 

In event her film work does not 
start pronto she will go to Europe 
with Jolson for six weeks, with the 
latter probably playing a couple of 
weeks in British music halls. Al- 
though abroad several times before, 
Jolson never played over there, 


Very Hush-Hush 
Report of Trust 
Suit Vs. Chains 


Washington, May 25. 

Rumblings are heard in Washing- 
ton of an order that is supposed to 
have been issued from the office of 
Assistant U. S. Attorney General 
Joseph Keenan, to the U. S. District 
Attorney in Brooklyn, to proceed 
with anti-trust action against Loew’s 
and RKO. 

Such an order, it seems, was issued 
more than a week ago. Since no word 
has been had from Brooklyn, the 
fact may be that.the officials of that 
district have not yet presented the 
matter to the Federal Grand Jury. 

Nature of the complaint is not 
known except that it ‘may’ have 
Originated from squawks made on 
behalf of A. H. Schwartz, operator 
of the Century Circuit of theatres. 











Los Angeles, May 25. 

Government suits against the in- 
dustry and rumors of alleged orders 
issued from Washington to local of- 
ficials, during the past week or so, 
is bewildering the trade. There is no 
understanding of it, and belief is 
Strong that much of the talk is being 
circulated deliberately. 

None knows offically what the 
Government's intentions are and in 
view of the accounts that seem to be 
wafting westward from Washington 
Or thereabouts, it seems to have be- 
come incumbent upon the Govern- 
ment to stop the chatter one way or 
another by official indication of its 
Position in the matter. 





Sound Track Changes 
Under Tech Scrutiny 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Suggested changes in sound track 
dimensions will be inquired into by 
a committee of the Research Coun- 
cil of the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences appointed by 
E. H. Hansen, chairman of the 
Acad sound recording committee. 
Researchers held their first huddle 
at Metro last week. Those attend- 
ing were Gerald Best, J. G. Frayne, 
Wesley Miller, S. J. Twining and 
Wallace Wolfe. 


SELTZER HOME 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Edward Seltzer, Warner studio 





publicity chief, winged in Sunday | 


alter several weeks’ absence in the 


fast. Proceeding west, he visited 
Warner exchanges in Baltimore, 
Washington, Pittsburgh and Chi- 
cago, 





. Whamming a Whimsy 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Warner writer who toils on 
curdlers for Bryan Foy, took a 
story to Frank Craven, who 
found himself stymied trying to 
savvy a certain sequence in the 
script. 

‘What does it mean?’ 
inquired. 

‘It's a bit of whimsy,’ the wri- 
ter retorted. 

Craven shot back: ‘That’s not 
what we want. What we want 
is whamsy.’ 


Craven 











UA TALKS MORE 
FINANCING OF 
PRODS. 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Plans for financing additional pro- 
ducers were discussed by member 
owners of United Artists at a meet- 
ing Monday (24). During the week 
David O. Selznick will talk over 
contract renewal for another eight 
pictures, which will include ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ 

Metro and others have dangled 
offers at Selznick and his associates, 
with the MG proposition calling for 
his own production unit and financ- 
ing. Understood that he is agree- 
able to a renewal, providing UA has 
a well-rounded program from other 
producers. He has four more to go 
before the current paper expires. 

Dr. A, H. Giannni presided at the 
meeting, with all member owners 
present. Selznick announced ap- 
pointment of Henry Ginsberg as 
vice-president of Selznick Interna- 
tional. He relieves Selznick of gen- 
eral business matters so the latter 
can devote his full time to pro- 
duction. 


GN Dickers for Two 
Producers on Tuners; 
Bobby Crawford Mebbe 


Hollywood, May 25, 

During his current sojourn in New 
York, where he went following the 
company’s first annual sales con- 
vention here a week ago, Edward N., 
Alperson, Grand National president, 
figures to close for two new pro- 
ducers. One of the prospects is 
Bobby Crawford, who would make a 
musical pic. 

Second producer prospect is a 
newcomer to the picture field, who 
would also be contracted to turn out 
a musical specialty. 

While east, Alperson will arrange 
for world premiere of Andrew 
Stone’s production, ‘Girl Said No,’ at 
Washington, D. C., early in June, 

Closing biz of the GN sales pow- 
wow here saw the designation of 
eight of company’s 65 features for 
°37-'38 as percentage pictures. 


Peter Arno Shorts 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Peter Arno is forming his own 
company to produce animated car- 
toons of his comic strips. 
Negotiations are in progress for 
major release of the briefs. 




















Finney, Neary Hanging On 
Hollywood, May 25. 
W. J. Neary. Grand National comp- 
troller, and Edward Finney, adver- 
tising and publicity head, remained 
over a week after the GN sales com 


vention. 
Finney laid out next season’s ad- 
vertising program while Neary 





_Carlyle Jones subbed as bogs in 
Seltzer’g absence, 


huddled with studio production of- 


ficials on budget matters. 





ACK RABBIT 








BICYCLING BOYS 
USE MANY DODGES 


Copyright Protection Bu- 
reau Must Spot Ingenious 
Subterfuges of Rental 
Chiselers 


RUSH PRINTS 


By MIKE WEAR 

Advent of the spring thaw in most 
sections of the country is enabling 
the ‘jack rabbit’ exhibitors to 
emerge from their winter resting 
places, creating fresh headaches for 
the traffic cop of the film industry, 
the Copyright Protection Bureau. 
Unlawful operations by part of 
these, and unauthorized exhibition 
in non-theatrical institutions are 
the principal violations now being 
checked by the bureau in an effort 
to protect both exhibitor and dis- 
tributor. 

With highways and weather con- 
ditions favorable to his operations, 
the jack rabbit exhib, tag applied 
to itinerant exhibitors operating off 
the beaten path, is setting up busi- 
ness again. These traveling show- 
men generally create a small cir- 
cuit of towns in a given territory. 
In making it financially profitable to 
operate, the itinerant secures about 
six towns in his so-called chain, so 
that he can book a print from a par- 
ticular exchange and retain it a full 
week, exhibiting one day in each 
community. And he usually con- 
tracts with the exchange for such 
exhibitions, 

How It Works 

Up-and-up exhibitor operating in 
this manner follows his contract to 
the letter. But it is the fleet ‘jack- 
rabbit,’ who overlooks that vital de- 
tail of informing the exchange about 
all of the communities in which he 
intends to operate, who causes the 
annual flood of protests. 

Simplest way of getting away 
from paying the rightful rental in 
such an alignment is to line up pic- 
tures to show in three different 
towns on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday, leaving four open dates on 
the traveling exhibitor’s schedule. 
His deal with the exchange is out- 
lined to cover only these three 
dates and spots. 

What the agile itinerant neglects 
to tell the distributor is that he has 
laid plans to use the same picture 
in other towns on his open play- 
dates. The chiseling exhib con- 
trives to locate communities within 
easy traveling distance of the three 
Officially scheduled so that he can 
run in the identical film on Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday, and 
sometimes for a private showing 
Sunday. 

This is made possible on the Mon- 
day open date because the travel- 
ing exhibitor gets his print in ad- 
vance, holding it through the week, 
because of the manner in which he 
has spotted his declared playdates. 

Usually Caught 

This type of showman gets away 
with the practice for a time but 
eventually the long arm of the Sher- 


lock of the industry, the CPB, 
catches up with him. It is the vigi- 
lant on-the-level exhib who gen- 
erally uncovers these _ sleight-of- 


hand operations, with the eventual 
result that sleuths of the Copyright 
Bureau bring the culprits to justice. 

While the Copyright Protection 
Bureau, which only recently fin- 
ished its first 10 years of activity, 
is entrusted with watching the 
movement of 50,000 prints of dis- 
tributors daily, the other most per- 
sistent violators today are those 
using unauthorized showings in non- 


town arranges a special showing at 
a local institution for a stipulated 
fee. This enables the exhibitor to 
save part of his film rental or in 





some cases, all of it. In the second, 
(Continued on page 62) 


_ 





Pro Patrie 





Trans-Lux newsreel theatre, 
on Madison avenue, N. Y., hav- 
ing many English-born patrons, 
is using at the conclusion of 
each showing of the Coronation 
reels, ‘God Save the King,’ 
played from the screen. 

Audience stands up invariably. 


CONGRESS ASKS 
? MORE YEARS 
FOR 10%, RAP 


Washington, May. 25. 

Two-year continuance of 10% Fed- 
eral admissions levy was proposed 
by Administration leaders in Con- 
gress last week, coincident with a 
report showing further gains in yield 
from box-office tap. Bill extending 
all nuisance taxes was introduced 
Thursday (20) and slated for quick 
action, 

Any lingering hope of modification 
of the amusement bite was killed 
when Democratic rulers arranged to 
shove the tax bill through the House 
without public hearings. Gag was 
applied to the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee in order to head off a parade 
of industries which want their own 
taxes lightened and the other fel- 
low’s stiffened. | 

| 

















On the heels of the continuation 
measure, the Treasury’s monthly 
statement on miscellaneous revenues 
disclosed that the April haul from 
amusements was the biggest so far } 
this year. Total for the first four | 
months from that 10% tariff is 
$6,108,118, more than $700,000 better 
than during the corresponding por- 
tion of 1936, more than $1,000,000 | 
ahead of 1935, and nearly $1,500,000 | 
above 1934. 

April haul, based on March wicket 
business, was $1,589,682, up $50,274 
over the prior month and $323,257 
better than the same stanza last 
year. This was the fifth successive 
jump over the preceding year and 
the second monthly rise in 1937, 


Adele Astaire, Jack 
Buchanan in Musical 
Megged by Rene Clair 


London, May 25. 

Adele Astaire will make her film 
debut, after seven years’ retirement 
from the stage, co-starred in a mu- 
sical with Jack Buchanan, which 
goes into production the first week 
in July. 

Produced by Jack Buchanan Film 
Prods., the musical will cost $300,000. 
Rene Clair will direct, with the as|} 
yet untitled film to be the first of| 
two he has been signed to do for} 
Buchanan Prods. 


Leo Spitz to L. A. 


Leo Spitz left for the Coast, by 
train, on Saturday (22). Indications 
are that the RKO president will re- 
main on the Pacific slope for sev- 
eral weeks on general company | 
business and studio matters. 

RKO convention hits during June. 


























| Derr’s ‘Timber’ Rolling 


theatrical institutions. 

Most of them occur in two dif- 
ferent ways. First is when the 
regularly operating theatre in aj} 


Hollywood, May 25. 
| Production got under way 
| week on E. B. Derr’s ‘Raw Timber, 
Crescent picture” starring Tom 
Keene with Ray Taylor directing. 


| Others in the cast are Rafael Ben- | 


nett, Robert Fiske, Peggy Keys, 
John Rutherford and Lee Phelps. 


last | 
| 
! 
| 


| incorporated 


Plenty of Co-operation and Fun, 
But No Reel Profit in Coronation 


+ 


Five U. S. newsreels, for perhaps 
the first time, agreed on one phase 
of coverage and stuck to the pact to 
the end in handling the Coronation. 
After originally getting together on 
shipping upon the ill-fated Hinden- 


burg, and then shifting to fast 
steamer transportation when the 
Zep was destroyed at Lakehurst, 


the American newsreels held to the 
agreement to take prints off the boat 
at the same time. It was up to in- 
dividual ingenuity and speed to get 
them in hands of exhibitors after 
that, with the reels getting on 
Broadway only a few hours after the 
boat docked. 

Only other alternative would have 
been to use Dick Merrill's plane, and 
the newsreel executives decided the 
fee asked was too excessive. Also 
danger of damage suits in case of a 
mishap was considered. 

As it was, probably only 20th-Fox 
will wind up out of the red in the 
coverage, and that only because of 
the footage taken in Technicolor 
which is to be released as a short 
feature of three or four reels. 
Through this, Fox Movietone has a 
chance to show a profit because ex- 
tra short feature rentals can be ob- 
tained. Even before the prints 
landed in America, most of the 
newsreel companies had expended 
enough to prohibit showing any 
profit on the reels, This was because 
of elaborate coverage and cost of 
getting locations, 

All newsreels except Pathe held 
their usual first-of-the-week print so 
that the Coronation material might 
be included, Pathe put out its usual 
early week release and then speciale 
ized the Coronation stuff, 


Harry Joe Brown 


Plans Exit from 
WB; Swings to U? 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Harry Joe Brown is washing up as 
an associate producer at Warners 
around July 1 and it is understood 
he will join the Charles R. Rogers 
production forces at Universal in an 
executive-producer spot. 

Brown has been at Warners three 
years. He has three pix still in pro- 
duction and will remain on the lot 
until they are completed. He plans 
an extended vacation before resum- 
ing. 

Three he will wind up for War- 
ners are ‘First Lady,’ Kay Francis 
starrer; ‘It's Love I'm After,’ with 
Bette Davis, Olivia de Havilland and 
Leslie Howard, and ‘The Perfect 
Specimen.’ 


WILL LYNCH TAKES OVER 
MIAMI, FLORIDA, GROUP 


Jack Frost, in charge of opera- 
tions for S. A. Lynch over the Para- 
mount-Lynch theatres in Miami for 
several years, has been succeeded at 
Miami by Will Lynch, brother of 
S. A. 

Paramount is trying to work out 
a new operating assignment for 
Frost, who arrived in New York to 
discuss that last week. 

Prior to joining Lynch, Frost had 
been with King-Trendle in Detroit. 


HORNBLOW, THOMPSON WEST 
Hollywood, May 25. 

Harlan Thompson and Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr., are back on the Para- 
mount lot as associate producers af- 
ter trips east. Hornblow vacashed 
with his frau, Myrna Loy, while 
Thompson was business bent. 

In New York he conducted ree 
cordings by Kirsten Flagstad to be 
into ‘The Big Broad- 














cast of 1938.’ 
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Laber Organization of Pic Biz 
Continues; Exchanges Mostly Set 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
Theatre janitors in picture houses 


of this area, numbering several hun- , 


dred, are moving toward formation 
of a unit to seek affiliation with the 


American Federation of Labo 
Workers want upped wages and 
slashed hours. 

Tentative demands are for a $5 
daily minimum wage for janitors 


and a six-day week. Men currently 
are drawing from $16 to $22.50. 

This form of labor is hired directly 
by the American Building Mainte- 
nance Co., Inc., which takes contracts 
from chains and individual houses. 
Fox-West Coast recently handed out 
a pay increase to the company, os- 
tensibly to be passed on to the jani- | 
tors, but latter protested that only a 
few benefited. In some _ instances 
wages were even cut when the raises 
became effective, according to the| 
janitors. Supervisors are collecting 
the coin which should be going to| 
the men who do the work, they 
claim. 





Exchange Enrolled 


Spartanburg, S. C., May 25. | 
Dope is that for the present CIO 
organizers will pass up stage em- 
ployees, projectionists and other the- 
atre workers in South Carolina. | 
Concentration now is on textiles. 
Exchange employees at Charlotte | 
have organized under banner of the} 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and Motion Picture 
Machine Operators, an affiliate of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
which, as elsewhere in the U. S., is 
waging a bitter war with the CIO in 
the Carolinas. 
Eighty-five per cent of Charlotte's 
exchange employees voted to apply 
for a charter. 


Pitts. Being Org’ed 
Pittsburgh, May 25. 

IATSE has had representatives in 
town for a week or so laying ground- 
work for organization of all film 
house managers, ushers, cashiers and 
porters. Union has been working 
quietly, getting its affairs in order, 
and an announcement of definite 
unionization is expected in short 
order. 

Organizers are meeting no opposi- 
tion from theatre owners in their 
efforts, since the IATSE is at present 
friendly to producers and most of 
Pittsburgh's houses are controlled by 
circuits also operating studios. 

Spokesmen for theatre men said 
that, when and if organization goes 
through, it will boost personnel pay- 
roll considerably and will likely 
mean a general hike in admission 
prices. 





Cincy Lined Up 


Cincinnati, May 25. 

Cashiers, doormen, ushers, clean- 
ers, porters and maids of downtown 
theatres have been unionized under 
the banner of the A. F. of L. 

Organization was conducted by 
Jack Hawthorne, president, and 
Arthur Fix, business agent, of the 
operators’ local, and Bill Elliott, head 
of the Cincy stage hands’ local, 
IATSE. 


|a week and vacations with pay will 








Cuticle to Art 





Los Angeles, May 25. 

Arleen Whelan, discovered 
by H. Bruce Humberstone at a 
manicuring table, drew a 
termer at 20th-Fox to run for 
several years at $60 beginning 
salary, ballooning to $800 a 
week. 

Because player is only 20 
years old the Superior Court 
had to give the nod before the 


week ago that the CIO would take 
charge of Charlotte exchange work- 
ers. 





Philly 100% } 
Philadelphia, May 25. contract was legal. 
Wage and hour agreements with 
the heads of all exchanges were 
worked out by representatives of 


the Philly Film Exchange Employes | B UJ (’ i W A N T 8 
Union at a meeting in the State The- 
atre Building, N. Y., last week. T 0 R | }) k 


Agreement reached will be pre- 














sented to the general membership of 
the local tomorrow or Thursday (27). 
Committee will recommend that it 
be accepted, Harry Cohan, IATSE 
organizer, declared. 

At the N. Y. meeting, chairmaned 
by William R. Rodgers, Metro sales 
manager, exchanges fully recognized 
the union and agreed to closed shop. 
Maximum hours will be limited to 40 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Buck Jones is walking out of the 
Universal corral around Aug. 1, 
when he figures to wind up his final 
three cayuse dramas under commit- 
ment to tl at outfit. 

Lariat tosser wants to set his own 
production unit with a major pro- 
ducer and turn out gallopers de 
luxe, ranging around $150,000 each 
in cost and to be made from stories 


be granted on the same basis as at 
present. Minimum salaries for each 
class of work were also adopted, 
upping considerably the present low 
of $14, and assuring increases for 
many workers. 

Cohan said the meeting was on a 











New body was formed on the eve 
of a special meeting here this week 
of national chiefs of the A. F. of L. 
to combat inroads made of late by 
John L. Lewis’ Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization. 





Charlotte 85% Enrolled 


Charlotte, N. C., May 25. 

Eighty-five percent of Charlotte's 
film exchange employees have or- 
ganized under the banner of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and Motion Picture 
Machine Operators, an affiliate of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
according to William Fowler, busi- 
ness manager of the motion picture 
operators group here. 

Shippers, poster clerks and inspec- 
tors met with projection room opera- 
tors at the Hotel Charlotte and de- 
cided to apply to Washington head- 
querters for a charter. 

This organization, Fowler ex- 
plained. has nothing to do with 
either the CIO, or with motion pic- 
ture unions on the west coast. 

Announcement that the American 
Federation of Labor had organized 
the exchange employees, coinciding 
with the arrival here of George 
Googé, pérsonal representative of 

‘William Green, waives rumors of a 


bv aaita.& at ee oe” 


very friendly basis and practically 
all of the union’s demands were 
granted, with very little compromis- 
ing necessary. Every possible ex- 
change employe is now a member of 
the local, which rosters 239 names. 
Dues are $1 a month, 

Representing the union in the 
negotions were Harry Dressler, Fox 
shipper; Oliver Guilfoyle, Warner 
booker; Harry Bache, Metro poster 
department, and Margaret Fogarty, 
Metro inspectress. 





Ushers for Seattle 
Seattle, May 25. 

Theatre, civic auditorium and race 
track cashiers and ushers have or- 
ganized a union, affiliating with 
A.F. of L. and local stagehands’ 
union. Basil Gray is business agent. 

About 400 are reported in the new 
union. Frank Hood, brother of 
George T. Hood, for years manager 
of Klaw-Erlanger house here, is 
president, and Frank McCormack, 
doorman at Fifth Avenue, vice- 
president. Scale at present is $15.50 
on 40-hour week for ushers and ush- 
erettes; $19 for cashiers, and $20 for 
doormen. 

No change in scale is planned, but 


uniformity for entire city will be 
sought, 





Dallas Ready 
Dallas, May 25. 

Unionization of employes in Dallas 
film exchanges has been completed 
successfully, with 128 workers signed 
up, according to C. E. Rupard of 
Moving Pictures Operators local who 
sponsored drive. International Al- 
liance of Theatre and Stage Em- 
ployes, an affiliate of the American 
Federation of Labor, will be asked 
for a charter. 


Baldwin Will Write "Em 





And Let Others Produce 





Hollywood, May 25. 

Earl Baldwin, Warner 
producer, has voluntarily 
weeks’ vacation. 
will resume as a writer on the lot 


Baldwin recently completed the 
production of ‘Ever Since Eve’ for 


Warners. 








Lamour’s Starrer 


Hollywood, May 25. 
1S 





Paramount 


and George Arthur will produce. 


the same spot in ‘Love.’ 





Grable Vice Ross 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Betty 


Way, Please.’ 


after Shirley Ross 





set on the first day of shooting. 


associate 
relin- 
quished that post and is on a six 
On his return he 


pushing Dorothy 


Geraghty is writing the screen play 


Ray Milland, who had the male 
lead in ‘Princess,’ probably will get 


Miss Lamour currently is working 
in ‘Hurricane’ for S-™uel Goldwyn. 


Grable’s first chore under 
new Paramount pacter is in ‘This 


Actress was jerked into the part 
and Director 
Robert Florey traded words on the 


by name scribblers. Finances already 
have been lined up, he says. 
Jones has been 


been irked because the 
haltered the bankroll. 
desire to ride under a 


late has 
studio has 
Hence his 

new brand. 


3 PLAGIARISM 








Settlement of plagiarism suits 
seemed to be in order last week in 
N. Y. Federal District Court. 

Action for $15,000 brought by Mrs. 
Mary Louise E. McFadden as ex- 
ecutrix for the estate of her late 
husband, Elmer McFadden, play- 
right, against Warner Brothers, First 
National and Vitaphone Corp., alleg- 
ing the title of her husband’s play 
‘Girl Trouble’ had been lifted by 
the defendants for a picture of the 
same title, was discontinued. 

Similar suit brought by Barnett 
Binkowitz and Fred Patrick, song- 
sters, against RKO, Irving Berlin, 
Inc., and others in connection with 
the song, ‘Eenie Meenee, Minee, Mo,’ 
in film, ‘To Beat the Band,’ was 
called off after the principals talked 
the matter over out of court. Plain- 
tiffs sought injunction and damages 
on claim they owned copyright. 

Belwin Corp., music publishers, 
had asked $50,000 and an injunction 
against Harms, Ine., for alleged 
pirating of lyric of its ditty, ‘Rococo,’ 
in the piece ‘24 Hours A Day,’ fea- 
tured in film, ‘Sweet Surrender.’ Ap- 
parantly disputants came to agree- 
ment, as case was discontinued Sat- 
urday (21). 


Orson Welles Says No 


Orson Welles, legit actor, has 
nixed film bid from Warners, Hitch 
was over coin, Welles and studio 
.| having previously agreed on terms 
to permit actor to do yearly legit 
stint. 

In addition to lead in ‘Dr. Faustus,’ 
WPA show, Welles also has a num- 
ber of radio jobs. Setup in New 
York made him reluctant to go to 








the Coast. Handled by Columbia 
Artists for pix, but books himself 
for radio. 





Lamour to star billing in ‘Her KUDOS FOR EIGHT 
Jungle Love,’ a sequel to ‘The Jungle will 
Princess, her debuter. Gerald 


U. of So. Cal. Awards Silver Plaques 
To Film Folk 
Hollywood, May 25. 

| Silver plaques were handed out 
| last Thursday night to eight filmites 
at the fourth annual banquet of the 
American Institute of Cinemato- 
graphy, affiliate of the University of 
Southern California. 

Recipients were chosen for ‘out- 
standing contributions to the ad- 
vancement of motion pictures,’ Those 
honored were Adolph Zukor, Luise 
Rainer, Spencer Tracy, Cecii B. De 





Mille, Lionel Barrymore, Frances 
Marion, Boris Morros and Slavko 
Vorkapich. 





Howard Estabrook toastmastered. 


delivering eight 
a year to U for three years, but of 


SUITS SETTLED 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 








What Are ‘Dreaming Lips’? 

It isn’t tough enough as it is for the American audience to figure ou 
Elisabeth Bergner in ‘Dreaming Lips’— it’s got to worry what the tit] 
means. ‘Dreaming Lips’-—what kind of lips are ‘dreaming’ lips, pray 
Do they have pleasant dreams? Why? 

Which ones are the dreamers? Miss Bergner’s, Raymond Massey’ 
Romney Brent's? Studying them, now that the title makes such a fusg 
about it, there is something extraordinary about all of them. But ‘dreams 
ing’ is hardly the word, quite the contrary. Insomnolent’s nearer, Well. 
developed from constant exercise. Yes, it would have been more tactfy] 
for the title to call attention to their eyes. It just so happens neither the 
lips of Miss Bergner, Mr. Massey nor Mr. Brent can weather the hypnotig 
inspection that the title, pointing its horribly fascinating finger, induces, 
It would have been kinder to let sleeping lips lie. Oh, the hell with it, 

Miss Bergner’s latest femme fatale shares several idiosyncracies with 
the old ones; the gripping of a teacup in both hands, spread fingers hold. 
ing the bowl close, to denote strong fundamental appetites; the simple 
straight bob, unconfined by machine-age hairpins, tumbling uninhibited 
over one eye only to be pushed back again with a fine, free gesture—a 
sprite; again sommersaults; again tenderness made the more bewitching 
by periods of maddening remoteness. So much temperament, so many 
facets to her nature; such arrogance, now dissolving into utter need: 
such unpredictability evoking such suspense, such insidiousness and such 
frankness, such a little girl and such a naughty woman—Miss Bergner’s 
performance in ‘Dreaming Lips’ drives the straightforward American 
femme audience, which likes to fee] snug and secure watching its picture 
stars, bats. 

According to American picture star 
pretty enough to carry on so mightily. What does she think she’s got 
anyway? Plenty for the fastidious American male intelligenzia? So how 
many of them are there anyhow? 


is 


standards, Miss Bergner not 





John Boles’ Respectability 

Double entendre, as delivered by Alan Mowbray in the opening se- 
quence of ‘As Good As Married’—wherein he does everything but use a 
pointer and say ‘get it?’ as he leers at Esther Ralston’s legs while sup- 
posedly admiring some architectural blue prints, during which time Miss 
Ralston’s truly excellent legs happen to be displayed in photographic angles 
so distorting, his boundless enthusiasm for them brands him a novice be- 
sides—is the tip-off on the fun that follows. Those who read handwriting 
on the wall will-now silently steal away. 

Carefully charted hilarity that ensues, however, can not all be blamed 
on Mowbray. His sledge-hammer delivers butterfly strokes, compared to 
poor John Boles’. Here is Boles, by nature a nice, honest, conventional 
fellow, who never did anybody any harm, who never even thought a 
lively thought—suddenly catapulted into the role of a chaser, a devil with 
the ladies, an irresponsible, irresistible blade. It is a metamorphosis so 
appalling Lucifer himself could scarcely effect it. Certainly, then, Boles 
can be excused for trudging. Certainly he faces it with a stiff upper liv. 
In fact, as an abandoned rogue, Boles has never been so conscientious. 
He can’t help it if he can’t escape his good intentions, no more than he 
can prevent. dashing sports jackets—that would be gay as the dickens on 
anyone else—from settling down soberly on his shoulders. 

Clear-eyed Doris Nolan yells ‘uncle’ as soon as the self-sacrifice she 
agrees to, clear-eyed, is accepted; slinky Tala Birell is a menace, though 
the flies she can’t scare know different; but the sets are interesting. There's 
an all-over, clear glass dining room table, and on it a bunch of lighted 
tapers, arranged in a vase like fiowers. 





Only Acting Matters in Vienna 

For her performance in the Viennese film ‘Episode,’ Paula Wesseley 
won a prize. She won it competing with Dietrich and other flawless masks, 
which fact can console a lot of girls who aren’t flawless masks. In 
Viennese studios, and to win European awards, it’s okay to have a face 
full . character and a frame with flesh on it. Paint-box glamour doesn’t 
count, 

Miss Wesseley plays a good and earnest art student who likes to dance 
the old-fashioned dances, and nobody stops her because she happens to 
be a size 38. Nobody's scandalized, either, because she’s not in her early 
teens. In Vienna it’s all right for a femme to reach maturity; she needn't 
be ashamed nor despair, the shelf is only for totterers. And the cosiest 
part is, though she’s full grown and quite level-headed, she is still eons 
me ey in need of the protection of a strong man, of his benpecbla proe 

ion. ; , 

As for the protectors, they don’t have to cover a thinning thatch with 
hair-lace pieces, so long as they keep a military bearing and pierce you 
with a glance. Only acting seems to matter in Vienna. 


Lesser on Deal 
For Republic Lot; 
May Build Own 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Sol Lesser is reported talking & 
deal with the Guaranty Liquidating 
Corp. for the purchase of Republic 
Studio, Republic heads admit their 
lease of the property contains no 
option to buy, but cite a clause giv- 
ing them the right to meet any price 
offered, should a sale be decided on. 
Republic has further indicated an 
intention to hold on by acquiring 48 
Los Angeles. May 25. | additional acres adjoining the studio. 
Victor Zobel, former associate | Lesser has intimated he may build 
producer at Republic, has a $50,000 | his own studio should his efforts to 
suit on file against his former em- find production space prove unavail- 

ployers in Superior court here. | !"8:- — , : 
Through his attorney, Gordon Levoy, | Guaranty Liquidating Corp. ae 
Zobel charges that his reputation was | Republic’s lease of the property pin 
damaged when his contract was ter- | taken over from Mascot Pictures 
minated ‘in April. | Realty Corp. without legal right. 
Plaintiff claims his Case is due for a court airing June 


contract ran), , 
until Sept. 15 at $300 a week. Levoy | “ Lease has three years to run. 


said a novel legal point is at issue | 
in Zobel’s claim that he was injured | 
through his ouster. Same point has | 





REPUBLIC IN RIVOLI, N. Y. 


First Time for Firm—Sets ‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ for June Start 








First important first-run ' New 
York contract for Republic in its ex- 
istence is the booking by the Rivoli, 
N. Y., of ‘Hit Parade’ musical. 
‘Parade’ is scheduled to follow 
‘Dreaming Lips’ at the Riv, probably 
opening June 2. Booking of this one 
from Repub enables United Artists 
to spot its ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(Goldwyn) into the Music Hall 
Thursday (3). 


Tossed for. $50,000 
Loss, Zobel Charges 
In Suit Vs. Republic 




















Back from the Farm 


stood up in British courts. Hollywood, May 25 
| “Alan Campbell and Dorothy Parker 
ine’ ’ jare due in from their Pennsylvania 
Bing s P. A.’s | farm the first week in June to repor' 
Herman Bing is coming east for|to Samuel Goldwyn on a new five- 








a couple of weeks of personals be- | 
tween pix. 


; ’ | 
Opens June 3 at Loew's State. New 





to follow. 


York, with the Capitol, a st) 


year scribbling ticket. 

Couple’s initial chore will be to 
script ‘The Cowboy and the Lady 
from an original by Frank R. Adair 
and Leo McCarey. 
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| EDR. Takeoff Gags U Meeters 





velt. 
Harold Adamson, U lyric writer. 


‘Gentlemen of the convention, I 








Initial session of the Universal sales convention was astounded 
when a radio loudspeaker in the Ambassador hotel Fiesta room be- 
gan spouting a broadcast apparently from the nation’s capital. 

Ether message purported to be a greeting from President Roose- 
It really was a record played by remote control and cut by 
Stunt carried no tip-off line until 
the tagline when impersonator of the President said: 


you are doing, but what the hell is a convention good for if you 
haven't got any telephone numbers?’ 
Gag was put across by Joe Weil, U exploitation chief. 


Los Angeles, May 25. 


salute you. I salute everything 








GEORGE ABBOTT 
MAY COAST 
FOR WB 


George Abbott, whose most recent 
suecess as a producer-director on 
Broadway is ‘Room Service’ at the 
Cort, may turn to Hollywood as a 
change of pace. Warners, with 
whom Abbott has been associated 
with in stage deals, has proposed he 
Girect several pictures, with the 
manager said to be favoring the idea. 
As yet no contract for the studio 
assignment has been made. 

Abbott knows his way around Hol- 
lywood, having directed several pic- 
tures for Paramount. His last film 
for the latter was ‘Manslaughter,’ 
with Claudette Colbert, released in 
1930. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ still current on 
Broadway (Ambassador) has War- 
ners and Abbott as joint owners. 
They also are partners in ‘Brother 
Rat,’ Biltmore, which theatre was 
purchased by the film people early 
this season, Abbott having a 25% 
interest. Warners is not in on ‘Ser- 
vice.” 


MAHIN HEADS SCREEN 
SCRIBES; 11 ADDITIONS 


Hollywood, May 25. 
New prexy of Screen Playwrights, 
Inc., is John Lee Mahin, William 
Conselman is first vice-president; 
Meredyth second vice-president; Bert 











Kalmar secretary, and Walter 
DeLeon treasurer. 
Committee, including Grover 


Jones, Howard Emmett Rogers and 
Waldemar Young was ordered to ne- 
gotiate with the producers on work- 
ing conditions under the existing 
contract. By-laws were amended so 
that writers upped to directorships 
become associate members. 


Screen Playwrights admitted 11 

new members last week at a session 
held in the home of Grover Jones, 
prez, at Santa Monica. Included are 
Malcolm Stuart Boylan, Gene 
Towne, Monckton Hoffe, Kyrill de 
Shismareff, Warren Edwin Groat, 
Graham Baker, Jack O’Donnell, 
John Meehan, Winston Miller, Mor- 
Tis Markey and George Harmon 
Coxe. 
_ Playwrights also chose the follow- 
ing new directors: Grcver Jones, 
Rupert Hughes, Bert Kalmar, Wil- 
liam Conselman, Walter DeLeon, 
Frank Butler, Bess Meredyth, How- 
ard Emmett Rogers, John Lee Ma- 
hin and Waldemar Young. 





NETTER ON SWING-AROUND 


Par Home Office Exec Hits the 
Chain’s Outposts 








A Paramount home office check 
On policies, conditions and current 
Problems in the more distant zones 
to which its vast chain extends is 
being undertaken, with Leon Netter, 
Par operating executive and assistant 
to Y. Frank Freeman en route to 
the Texas territory, his first stop. 
Netter left New York Saturday (22), 
yd will be gone a month or close 

it, 

In Texas he will discuss matters 
affecting that territory with Par’s 
Various partners, going from there 
to Phoenix and Tucson, where Rick- 
ards & Nace are in partnership with 
the company. After visiting Coast 
Situations, he will stop off at Salt 
Lake City, Des Moines and Minne- 
apolis on the return trip east. 

Netter was in Kansas City recently 
inspect results of the RKO-Para- 
Mount pooling arrangement there. 


to 








U’S EMPLOYEE DIVVY 


Workers to Share In Profits Under | 
Cowdin’s Pian 





Hollywood, May 25. | 

J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of | 
the board of Universal, has an- | 
nounced a profit-sharing plan for all | 
employes to become effective this | 
fall. 

U_ auditors were ordered to 
start working on the idea at once. | 
Cowdin had no information as to! 
the amount of the split, or how it 
will be divvied. 


PAR REBUKED 
BY CAL. INDIES 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California has filed a pro- 
test with Paramount because of 
failure to deliver full block of 65 
features on the 1936-’37 program, 
as promised. ITO claims that Para- 
mount stepped on the right of con- 
tract holders and the _ resolution 
holds the company’s policy ‘unfair, 
unethical, unjust and contrary to 
the implied promises in the 1936-'37 
work sheet.’ 

Adolph Zukor and Neil Agnew 
were sent copies and the matter was 
brought to the attention of Albert 
J. Law, special assistant to the 
United States Attorney General. 











Protest also will come before the 
convention of the Allied States Ex- 
hibitors in Milwaukee this week. 





‘Dear Mr. Agnew’ 
Columbus, May 25. 

Neil F. Agnew, Paramount general 
sales manager, has been invited to 
appear before the Milwaukee con- 
vention of the Allied States Associa- 
tion of Motion Pictures Wednesday 
or Thursday (26-27) to present Par- 
amount’s side of the exhibitors’ 
squawk that Par pictures were not 
delivered as promised in 1936-37. 

Invitation was extended by P. J. 
Wood, secretary of Independent The- 
atre Owners of Ohio and general 
chairman of the convention. 

Complaint of exhibs is that Par- 
amount released only 52 pictures in 
the current season, leaving undeliv- 
ered “some of the topnotch pictures 
promised to exhibitors when they 
signed 1936-’37 contracts.” 


Josephine Hutchinson’s 


Possible Shubert Job 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Josephine Hutchinson is _ being 
sought by Lee Shubert to star in a 
legit production of ‘Love of Women,’ 
skedded for a September opening on 
Broadway. Producer plans names for 
other leads. Has been trying to cast 
the play for two seasons. 

Miss Hutchinson’s agent is Richard 
Pitman. 


Lewis Frames Three 


Holiywood, May 25. 

David Lewis, entering on 
termer as a Warner associate pro- 
ducer, is preparing his first trio of 














productions, ‘Prayer for My Son,’ 
by Hugh Walpole; ‘Comet Over 
Broadway’ and ‘Men Are Such 


Fools.’ Both the latter were written 
by Faith Baldwin. 

Bette Davis draws ‘Fools’ and 
Kay Francis is set for ‘Comet’ and 
the Walpole story. Mauch twins will 
appear with Miss Francis in the 
latter. 





Paul Jones Back in Harness 
Hollywood, May 235. 


his | 





Paul Jones returns to Paramount | 
as producer of the next W. C. Fields | 


starrer. 
Has been absent a year due to 
illness. 


Goldwyn Holds Bigelow 


Hollywood, May 235. 

Joe Bigelow has had his option 
taken up by Samuel Goldwyn for 
another six months. Currently he is 
cooking up an original with George 
Bradshaw. 

Bigelow, former VARIETY mugg, 
joined the Goldwyn writing staif 
four months ago. 








Republic Execs 
Head West for 





Tough Assignment 
Hollywood, May 25, 
Morton Thompson, Citizen- 
News columnist has moved in 
to Metro publicity bureau as a 
feature writer. 





Annual Confab 


Headed by J. J. Milstein, v.-p. in 
charges of sales; Edward M. Schnit- 
zer, eastern sales supervisor; and 
Sam Hacker, contract division man- 








ager, the Republic Picts. contingent | 
is heading for the Coast today | 
(Wednesday) for the annual confab | 
of company franchise holders, home | 
office and studio executives, which | 
will be held at the Roosevelt hotel, | 
Hollywood, June 1 and 2. 

Max Roth, central sales super- | 
visor, and Heck Everett, southern | 
sales supervisor, who have been in| 
New York since the first of the week, | 
head the Republic field sales organi- 
zation, also leaving today. Herman 
Gluckman, New York; Herman Rif- | 
kin, Boston; and Harry LaVine, 
Philadelphiz, also shove off. Sam 
and Jake Flax, Republic franchise 
holders in Washington; James Alex- 
ander, of Pittsburgh; Bernie Mills, 
Albany; Jack Berkowitz, Buffalo, 
and Sam Seplowin, Detroit, will join 
the contingent in Chicago. 

Others joining the party en route 
will be C. A. Schultz and Robert 
Withers, Kansas City; H. M. Wein- 
berg, Omaha; and E. J. Tilton, of 
Des Moines. Southwest and north- 
west branch managers will go direct 
to Los Angeles. 

Nearly 60 franchise holders and 
salesmen are due to attend the east- 
ern division regional sales conven- 
tion at the St. Moritz hotel, N. Y., 
June 14. They will come from Bos- 
ton, New Haven, N. Y., Buffaio, Al- 
bany, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Washington, Detroit, Cleveland and 
Cincinnati. 


20TH GABFEST 
GETS GOING 


Hollywood, May 25. 
20th-Fox international sales con- 
vention will convene May 31 at the 
Ambassador hotel for four days. 
Event will bring in 340 members of 
the distribution department. 

Foreign delegation, headed by 
Walter Hutchinson, will be _ the 
largest ever brought to the Coast 
for a sales powwow. Femme dele- 
gates are attending for the first time. 
Also precedental is the attendance 
of the company’s theatre interests, 
including American theatre circuits, 
Hoyts’ Australian chain and 20th- 
Fox interests in Gaumont-British 
houses. 

Special train carrying 175 home 
office and eastern delegates pulls out 
Wednesday (26) from N.Y., picking 
up midwest contingents en route and 
arriving here Sunday (30). Conven- 
tion opens Monday (31), running 
through Wednesday. Thursday will 
be spent at the studio and with a 
windup party at the Cocoanut Grove 
Thursday (3). Exodus for home 
starts over the weekend. 











WHALE AT WARNERS 


First assignment after a week 
of moseying around the sets 
was to interview Garbo. 

Being a comic he hasn't yet 
got wise to the fact that this is 
a routine rib which Howard 
Strickling first thought up in 
the middle ages. 


Smith, Connolly 
Quit Pathe ‘Reel: 
Ned Depinet In 


Large-scale shake-up at Pathe 
newsreel last week saw Courtland 
Smith and Jack S. Connolly, vets of 
the outfit, lopping themselves off the 
payroll. Ned E. Depinet, v.p. of 


RKO, succeeds Smith as chief exec 
and director. 

Frederick Ullman has stepped into 
the spot of managing editor and gen- 
eral director, in place of Connolly. 
In arranging the new setup, Frank 
Donovan is now the production man- 
ager, a new position. Donovan, who 
has been in the ‘reel’s commercial 
production department for three 
years, will work on Pathe Topics as 
well as reel production. 

Connolly has announced his in- 
tention of joining up with Smith 
in his new endeavors, at present 
rather vaguely termed ‘other film 
activity and television.’ Smith is 
one of the long-service vets of pix, 
having had a hand in the develop- 











ment of sound on film for Fox 
Movietone and the initial sound 
’reel, Fox Movietone News, which 


he headed before his election to the 
presidency of Pathe News. 

New layout at Pathe will have 
Uliman as active manager, Claude 
Collins remaining as news ed, and 
Allyn Butterfield staying as assign- 
ment ed, position to which he was 
named last month. 


GOLDWYN YENS JASON 
TO MEG HIS ‘FOLLIES’ 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Samuel Goldwyn is talking a deal 
with RKO-Radio for loan of Leigh 
Jason to direct ‘The Goldwyn Fol- 
lies.’ 

Howard J. Green, Harry Ruby and 
Bert Kalmar are scripting and pro- 
duction is skedded for around Aug. 1. 








Cromwell, John Ford 
To Wanger on Singles 


Hollywood, May 25. 

John Ford has been signed on a 
one-picture deal by Walter Wanger 
to direct ‘Desert Intrigue.’ 

John Cromwell has also been 
signed by Wanger to pilot ‘Arabian 
Nights.’ Latter film gets a color 
bath. 





Hollywood, May 25. 

James Whale has moved over 
from Universal to Warners, where 
he will direct ‘The Great Garrick,’ 
Mervyn LeRoy production. 

Cameras are skeded to roll in a 
month. Meanwhile Whale _ has 
started supervising tests, research 
work and set-building. 

Anton Groat has charge of art and 


Milo Anderson will do the costum- | 


ing. 





Grace Bradley in ‘Parole’ 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Grace Bradley has been assigned 
to a featured spot in Columbia's 
‘Lovers on Parole.’ 
Cast toppers are Francis Lederer 
and Madeleine Carroll. 


MG, RKO SPANKED 


Admit Forgetting to Credit Writers 
In Ads 


Hollywood, May 25. 

| Metro and RKO admitted viola- 
| tions of the basic agreement when 
| they neglected to use writer credits 
in newspaper, trade and poster ad- 
vertising of ‘Captains Courageous’ 
and ‘Shall We Dance.’ 

Beef was brought by screen play- 
wrights, who drew promises that 
| such things would not recur. How- 
ard Emmett Rogers, Grover Jones 
and Waldemar Young represented 
the scribes at the sessions with the 
studio chiefs, 
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Allied Exhibs Expected to Tom-Tom 
Against Producer-Owned Circuit; 
Advertising Reels Also An Issue 


Chicago, May 25. 

Allied indie exhib convention 
Milwaukee week 
to be the 
gethers in the history of the 
organization, of 
ready to come up on the floor: 


in 
likely 


get-to- 


this looks 


one of liveliest 


indie 


Couple questions 


cone 
tain plenty of reworks. Expected 
that the keynote of the independent 
campaign will be the continuation of 
the present divorcement (of theatres 
and producers under single owner- 
ship) activity. 

Divorcement campaign has re- 
placed almost completely the former 
indie and Allied drives, such as 
anti-block booking which was the 
big Allied objective for many years. 

Anti-block booking drive never 
had the full support of independent 
exhibitors since they weren't con- 
vinced that pictures could be satis- 
factorily bought one or ‘two at a 
time; and they weren't even sure 
that they would want to be bothered 
continually dickering with salesmen 
all the time, instead of making full 
season deals and having it over 
with. But in the divorcement cam- 
paign the indie exhibs have found 
something they like, in that there is 
a ‘general feeling’ that circuit the- 
atres affiliated with producers and 
distributors get the break on films, 


On the Defense 


Whether Allied expects to get to 
any real objective in breaking up 
theatres and producers to individual 
operation and ownership is not im- 
portant to the members of Allied as 
a group. They believe that they will 
accomplish enough by making the 
producers and distributors uncom- 
fortable, uneasy, and put them on 
the defensive. And it is this desire 
to keep the circuit and producing 
groups on the defensive side of the 
picture that shapes up as the 
primary reason for the increased ac- 
tivity on the part of Allied nation- 
ally and in its various state group 
to press forward on the divorcement 
question. 

Additional build-up on this ques- 
tion will be made to the assembled 
Allied members at the convention, jt 
is expected, with the Allied leaders 
using the meeting as the opportunity 
of obtaining full cooperation on the 
part of the individual members to 
give every possible aid to the 
divorcement legislative activities be- 
ing conducted, or to be instituted, in 
the various localities and states. 

Another question figured to be 
brought before the convention is that 
of the use of Allied theatre screens 
for commercial advertisements. Ever 
since the Ford Newsreel deal 
(despite its failure) Allied has been 
ready to listen to a good adver- 
tising proposition which will be 
sufficiently entertaining to the the- 
atre-going public and would meet 
the full approval of exhibitors. 
To date the Allied groups have re- 
ceived and presented to their mem- 
bers several screen advertising pro- 
posals, but they haven't been suc- 
cessful in putting it over with the 
exhibitors. 

Usual! answer of the individual ex- 
hibitor, when told that he will get, 
say $5, for putting an ad reel on his 
screen, is: ‘I’ll pay the organization 
$5 if you don’t ask me to play the 
reel.’ To that reply, the Allied lead- 
ers have as yet found no reply. 


TOP KICKS SCARCE, SO 
‘ARMY GIRL’ FALLS OUT 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Republic has transferred ‘Army 
Girl’ to its next year's program bee 
cause of inability to obtain the peo- 
ple desired for top spots. Plan was 
to make the pic at Fort Bliss Army 
post, near El Paso, Tex., with the 
army's co-operation. 

Colbert Clark, who was to have 
produced, is scrambling for a sube- 
stitute musical. 








Kahn-Friml, Inc. 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Gus Kahn has been loaned to RKO 
by Metro to do the lyrics in ‘Musie 
for Madame,’ starring Nino Martini, 
Rudolf Frim] is doing the musie 
for the film, which starts July 19, 
with Jesse Lasky on production 
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Thies Snakelines Smacking Down 
L. A. Biz; Moon, Vaude Big $21,700: 


‘Romeo Sad S17, 300; Capn's OK 


Los Angeles, May 25. 


Continued picketing of first run 


houses here. in conjunction with the 

Federated Crafts’ studio strike, has 

hurt biz materially. Carriage trade, 

especially, has been chary about 

driving un to the ace emporiums, and | 
union workers to a large extent are 

heeding the strikers’ pleas to stay 

away from theatres. 

Looks like only. two five-figure 


takes on the current week, with most 


of the town pretty well shot. Topper | 


is the Paramount, where Fanchon & 
Marco insured a corking first week 
for Fanchon’s initial Paramount opus, 
‘Turn Off the Moon,” by installing a 
stage show of unquestioned box office 
draw. First pop-priced run of ‘Ro- 
meo and Juliet’ is a disappointment 
at the day-date State and Chinese, 
where combined gross is expected to 
hit around $17,300, not too forte. 
Tally’s Criterion, after being dark 
more than a year, reopened as a first 


run (21). Metro’s road show, ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous,’ started picking up 
on second stanza and should beat 


first week’s take by several hundred 
dollars. ‘Shall We Dance’ is holding 
for third week at the day-date RKO 
and Pantages to satisfactory returns, 
while Warner houses, Downtown and 
Hollywood, are holding ‘Prince and 
Pauper’ for second stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
1.10-1.65)—Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (2d week). Started building 
after first few days and second week 
s>culd be better than the $8,400 gross 
01 original seven days, including $5 
pzcem. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
5-75) —"Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) and 
‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG), dual. Pretty 
poor at $7,100, with most of Holly- 
‘wood apparently having seen the opus 
on its two-a-day run. Last week, 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Charlie 
Chan’ (20th), not profitable at $7,400. 

Criterion (Tally) (1,640; 30-40-55) 
—'‘Elephant Boy’ (UA). Widely dis- 
cussed pic, but house location and 
fact it has been dark for a year not 
helping much. so best in sight for 
op-ner is $7,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Prince and Pauper’ (FN) (2nd 
week) .Holdover doing right well at 
$5,800, compared with first week of 
$2.800, big. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (11th 
week). Plugging along nicely. Last 
week (10th) okay $4,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Prince and Pauper’ (FN) (2nd 
wk). Running behind its Downtown 
day-dater and will have to be satis- 
fied with $5,500 on second week. In- 
itial week drew fair $8,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
“Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (3rd wk). 
Indicating draw possibilities of the 
Astaire-Rogers team, this filmusical 
on third week heading for swell $6,- 
200. Second week of run finished 
with $6,300. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Turn Off Moon’ (Par) and 
stage show. Bill Robinson and Pinky 
Tomlin, both heavy favs locally, are 
helping to bring sweet $21,700. Last 
week ‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and 
Olsen and Johnson on stage, disap- 
pointing at $16,600. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO) (3rd wk). Satisfac- 
tory $5,400 in sight after oke $6,200 
on second stanza, 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75)—'Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) and 
“Nobody’s Baby’ (MG), dual. Little 

to get excited about when hitting 
meager $10,200. Last week ‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ (Rep) and ‘Charlie Chan’ 
(20th), fared badly at $10,400. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55 )—‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘13th 
Chair’ (MG), dual. First-run dual 
running below house average, $4,500, 
pretty weak. Last week ‘Night Must 
Fall’ (MG) and ‘Way Out West’ 

(MG), brutal $2,800. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 


—Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘13th Chair’ 
(MG), dual. Biz way off. as witness 
slim $5,100. Last week ‘Night Must 
Fall’ (MG) and ‘Way Out West’ 
(MG), just so-so $5,900. 





Tarzan in Shorts 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Glenn Morris, Olympic decathlon 
titleholder and Sol Lesser’s new 
Tarzan, has been loaned Metro for 
a Pete Smithie. 
Script is being written by Robert 
Lees and Fred Rinaldo. 


‘EMPEROR’ DELAYED 





"Tack Randall’s Historicals 


Jack Rand: 11, 


“‘Foeaearen contract 


| player, will be given star buildup via | 


| ‘historical’ westerns by Scott R. Dun- 
| lap, studio v.p. 
ition. He’ll warble. 
| Actor was taken 
‘The O’Flynn,’ Broadway musical, 
l|two season ago, but wasn’t used for 
tuners by that studio. 





POTENT 156 
IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 25. 

With competish virtually at a 
standstill, Penn and Stanley have the 
field practically to themselves this 
week. Even bad weekend break, 
with heavy rain Saturday night and 
Pirate-Giant baseball series, didn’t 
stop these two and they’re sailing 
along to sizzling grosses. 


Shep Fields and his band the mag- 
net at the Stanley, with ‘Internes 
Can’t Take Money’ on the screen. 
Combo is topping every vaudfilm bill 
since vaude was resumed here last 
September and will fall only a trifle 
short of Jack Benny’s all-time high 
for this site. ‘Kid Galahad’ is a 
pleasant surprise at Penn. Figured 
to be strictly a male draw, flicker 
drew rave notices and is beating 
‘Shall We Dance’ of previous week 
with room to spare. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th). Still 
heads up in third week and could re- 
main a fourth, but bookings are pil- 
ing up and musical comes out Thurs- 
day (27) in favor of a dual, ‘20 Roads 
to Town’ (20th) and ‘Charlie Chan 
at Olympics’ (20th), pushing G-B’s 
‘Silent Barriers’ back a week. In 
third stanza, ‘Wake Up’ looks like 
$5,300, plenty okay on top of $7,500 
last week and $11,000 on the opener. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Hit Parade’ (Rep). Not in the 
real dough, but musical’s not costing 
house anything at $4,100, or slightly 
better. Best site has done in last 
three weeks. Last week, ‘Fire Over 
yd (UA), a disappointment at 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Kid Galahad’ (WB). In the 
real dough. Combo of Robinson and 
Davis, together with splurge papers 
have been giving the newcomer, 
Wayne Morris, turning the trick. 
Should skate right along to good 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO), $14,000, was plenty disap- 
pointing. About six grand less than 
takes of past Astaire-Rogers musi- 
cals and first time gl of their 
hoofies hasn’t rated a h. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25- 40-60 )— 
‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) 
and Shep Fields’ orch. Band is the 
big noise and shooting de luxer to a 
new high for the year. Biggest open- 
ing since last September and should 
skyrocket house to corking $26,500. 
Last week, ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) 
and Benny Merofft and Phil Regan, 








fair $17,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) and 


‘Way Out West’ (MG). Laurel and 
Hardy are potent in the nabes but 
downtown they don’t mean a thing. 
This dual will 
plenty to get even $4,000. pretty me- 
diocre. Last week, ‘Outcasts of 
Poker Flat’ (RKO) and ‘Don't Tell 
the Wife’ (RKO), poor $3,800. 


DENVER DULL; ‘CAFE’ 





Denver, May 25. 


set in to stay. 


off the doldrums, but that isn’t likely. 
‘Cafe Metropole’ is only fair at the 
Denver, but goes to the Alladin for a 
second week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40 }- 
phant Boy’ (UA). 


‘Ele- 


Hollywood, May 25. Last week ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) gave 

Metro’s production of ‘The Em-| the house one of its biggest weeks 
peror’s Candlesticks’ has been side-|in months and went to the a 
tracked for a week or 10 days, due| W@Y. Did $5,000, though it had al- 


to the illness of Luise Rainer, who 


is being treated for a throat ailment. 


George Fitzmaurice directs. 


ready played the Denver. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 

‘Star Is Born’ (UA), following a 

week each at Denver and Aladdin. 








ROBINSON-DAVIS: 


| 
j 


in charge of produc- | 


by RKO.«from | 


have to thump out | 





Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 27 
Aster—‘Captains Courageous 
(MG) (3d wk). 





Capitol—‘Pick a Star’ (MG) 


(27). 
Central—‘Girl from Scotland 
Yard’ (Par) (29). 


Criterion—'Make Way for To- 


morrow’ (Par) (4th wk), 
Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(13th wk). 
Music Hall—‘This Is My Afe- 
fair’ (20th) (27). 
Paramount—‘Turn Off the 


Moon’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘What Price Venge- 
ance’ (Indie) (25). 
Rivoli—‘Hit Parade’ 
(29). 
Roxy—‘Wings Over Honolulu’ 
(U ). 
Strand—‘Kid Galahad’ 
(26). 


(Rep) 


(WB) 


Week of June 3 
Astor—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (4th wk). 
Capitol—‘Parnell’ (MG) (3). 
Central — ‘Great Hospital 
Mystery’ (20th) (5). 
Criterion—‘Go-Getter’ (WB). 


SY 


Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(14th wk). 

Music Hall—‘Woman Chases 
Man’ (UA) (3). 

Paramount—I Met Him in 
Paris’ (Par) (2). 


Rialto — ‘Behind Headlines’ 
(RKO) (1). 





Rivoli—‘50 Roads to Town’ 
(20th ). 

Strand—‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 








Excellent here at $3,000. Last week 
‘Wake Up’ (20th), nice $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
(Par). Not so forte at $5,000. Last 
week ‘Husband’s Secretary’ (FN) 
with Haven MacQuarrie in person, 
so-so $5,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and stage 
band. Not drawing over fair $7,500 
pace. Last week ‘Marked Woman’ 
(FN) got, only poor $3,500 and was 
pulled after five days. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Gave Him Gun’ (MG) and ‘Old 
Soak’ (MG). Fair enough $6,500. 
Last week ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO), 
got fair $5,000 in second week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and ‘Motor 
Madness’ (Col). Poor $2,500 is best 
in sight. Last week ‘Charlie Chan 
at Olympics’ (20th) and ‘Midnight 
Taxi’ (20th), fair $3,500. 


WOMAN CHASES: 
BIG $13,500 IN 
PROV. 


Providence, May 25. 

Fairly good picture fare about and 
biz is okay. Loew’s the leader with 
‘Woman Chases Man’ topping double 
bill, and ‘Cafe Metropole’ at Majestic 
is second best. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Happened 
Out West’ (20th) and Bowes’ ‘Dixie 
Jubilee’ ams on stage. Latter largely 
responsible for swell pace, should 
get $8,000. Last week, ‘California 
Straight Ahead’ (GN) and vaude 
so-so $6,200. 

Loew’s State 








(3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 
‘Speed to Spare’ (Col). Nice cam- 
paign bringing $13,500, big. Last 
week, ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) and 
‘13th Chair’ (MG), fair $8,800. 

| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Key’ (U). Nice going and sure to 
corral $10,000; maybe more if the 
breaks are right. Last week, ‘Call 
It Day’ (WB) and ‘Let Them Live’ 
(U), tepid $6,500. 





PLUS ORCH FAIR $7,500 


Looks like the summer slump has | 
Exhibs hoping that | 
strong pix will come along to head | 


Just fair at $4,000. | 


RKO Albee 


(2,300; 
| ‘Good As 


Married’ 
Can’t Buy Luck’ 
poor $6.000. 


25-35-50 )— 
(U) and ‘You 
(GN). Looks like 
| Last week, ‘Shall We 
| Dance’ (RKO), took a slide in second 
| week to $6,000. 

| Strand (Indie) 
‘Turn Off Moon’ 
O'Halloran’ 
break the 

| $7,800, oke. 
City’ (Col) 
$7,800, nice. 


(2,200; 25-35-50 )— 
(Par) and ‘Michael 
(Rep). With half a 
going should be close to 
Last week, ‘Thunder in 
and ‘Navy Blues’ (Rep), 





Joe Brandt’s New Co. 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Joe Brandt left for New York to- 

He is understood going there to 
form a new producing company, his 
principal purpose on the present 
journey being to purchase plays 
and material owned by the William 
Gillette estate. 








Philly B. 0.'s in Summer Gear; ‘Gun’ 
Fair 14G; Taylor-Stanwyck Hot 166 





Wyatt Suit Settled 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Suit for $13,000 brought against 
Universal by Jane Wyatt has been 
settled out of court on undisclosed 
terms, understood to be a compro- 
mise. 

Actress was alleged by the studio 
to have become incapacitated due 
to having a child and the ensuing 
controversy arose over the suspen- 
sion of her contract pending her 
ability to resume work. 


Hub Biz Torrid: 
Goodman Orch, 











Boston, May 25. 

Bonanza week for filmers here, 
with a good lineup of pix on several 
screens. Benny Goodman on stage, 
with ‘Go Getter’ on screen, is jam- 
ming up the Met and best week in 
long time is in view. 

‘Star Is Born,’ dualled with ‘Fam- 
ily Affair,” holding over at the Orph 
and State after dandy opening stanza. 
‘Shall We Dance’ moves to Keith 
Boston after two frames at the 
Memorial, solo. On Boston screen 
it’s doubled with ‘China Passage.’ 

‘Captains Courageous’ opened $1.65 
top roadshow at Colonial last week, 
receiving rave press and strong re- 
sponse at gate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000: 25-40-55)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (3d week, 
moved over from Memorial), and 
‘China Passage’ (RKO), dual. About 
$9,000. ‘Dance’ has had less pull than 
two previous Astaire-Rogers films, but | 


Over Honolulu’ (U) and ‘Men Not 
Gods’ (UA), dual, satisfactory $8,100. 


Colonial (Loew) (1,643; 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
(2d week). Drew very good trade 
opening stanza of roadshow here, 
but not socko, indicating Hub public 
may be losing taste for roadshows. 
Reviews and word-of-mouth better 
than indicated by $9,500 for first 
frame. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—RMidnight Taxi’ (20th) and ‘Prince 
and Pauper’ (WB) (2d run), dual. 
Fair $5,500 on the way. Last week, 
‘Call It a Day’ (WB) and ‘Once 
a Doctor’ (WB), dual, so-so $4,800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
~40-55 )—‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and 
‘Let Them Live’ (U), dual. Young- 
Power combo is sure-fire here. Big 
$19,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Shall 
We Dance’ (RKO) finished two-week 
solo with dandy $16,200 in second 
week. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Go Getter’ (WB) and Benny 
Goodman band. Whammo on strength 
of the band alone. For first time in 
months the de luxer has chance to 
crack $37,000. Last week, ‘Turn Off 
the Moon’ (Par) and stage show, dis- 
mal $15,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family 
Affair’ (MG) (2d week). Sailing 
into big holdover week, $15,000. First 
week hot $19,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 25-35- 
55)—‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th) (1st run) 


and ‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) (2d 
run), dual. Medium $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘Once 


Doctor’ (WB). dual, wilted to $6,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40-50) 
—Mountain Justice’ (WB) and ‘King 
of Gamblers’ (Par). Slushing around 
at $5,500 crawl. Last week. ‘Wake 
Up’ (20th) (3d run), and ‘Men in 
Exile’ (WB) (1st run), dual, very 
good $8,500. : 


State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family 
Affair’ (MG) (2d week). Aiming at 


pleasing $12,500. 


First week 
$17,500. 


socko 





Garden Find Debuts 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Robert Grandin, warbling protege 
of Mary Garden, makes his screen 
debut in Metro's ‘The Firefly.’ 
Real name is Julius Sklute. 





PHIL REGAN’S TRIO 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Phil Regan’s initialer of three pix 
to be made for Republic will be ‘One 
If By Land,’ Winston Miller original. 
Second will be ‘Merry-Go-Round,’ 
title of which was acquired from the 
radio show, and the third, ‘Hit Pa- 





rade of 1938.’ 


7. 
= 


‘Co Getter’ 376 


still very good. Last week, ‘Wings | 





Philadelphia, May 25. 
With summer weather arriving for 


fair, biz in Philly’s downtown film 
houses started to slide and the cur. 


rent week is figured to be decide; dly 
under recent average. 


Crix were generally hospitable to 
both ‘This Is My Affair’ at the 
Stanley and “They Gave Him a Gun’ 
at the Fox. Marquee names in ‘Af- 
fair’ are likely to hold it to a higher 
figure than ‘Gun.’ 


‘Star Is Born’ is now in its fourth 
| week at the Aldine, thus establish- 
ing best record house has had this 


year. “Woman Chases Man’ is set 
for Friday (28). That will carry 
house—which isn’t air-cooled—into 


middle of June, later than last year, 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘A Star 
Is Born’ (UA) (4th wk.). Should 
get $8,000 or better if it completes 
7-day period. Best record for house 
this season. Last week’s $11,300 was 
plenty hot. 

Arcadia (600; 25-4.-50)—‘Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par) (2d run). House 
tried a new opening date on this one, 
bringing it in Sunday (23). Should 
get $2,600, fair. Last week ‘Husband 


Lies’ (Par) (2d run), sad floppo at 
$400 in two days. Back of that ‘In- 
ternes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) (2d 


run), fairish $2,200 in seven days. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65 )—Prince and 
Pauper’ (WB) (2d wk.). Complet- 
ing week tonight with $10,500 intake, 
fair. Last week, $15,500, good, vut 
not what had been hoped. ‘I Met 
Him in Paris’ (Par) tomorrow 
(Wednesday ). 


Earle (2,000; 25-40-55 )—‘Melody for 


Two’ (WB) and vaude. California 
Collegians and Stepin Fetchit on 
stage. So-so $12,000 in sight. Last 
week ‘Way Out West’ (MG) and 
vaude (Guy Lombardo), got nice 
$16,000. 


Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘They Gave 
Him a Gun’ (MG). Crix raved, but 
pic isn’t likely to have much appeal 
for house clientele. Fair $14,000 
seen. Last week ‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th), strong reviews and word-of- 
| mouth built this one up to swell 
$16,500 after slow start. 





Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40) — ‘Shall 
| We Dance’ (RKO) (2d run). Okay 
| $3,000 figured. Last week ‘23% 
Hours Leave’ (GN) (1st run) poor 
$2,000. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50) — ‘Cafe 
Metropole’ (20th). Shoved in here 


for second run and should get nice 
$3,200. Last week ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ (20th) second week of second 
run, strong $2,800. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘This Is My 
Affair’ (20th). | Notices good and 
names mean something on marquee. 
Only weather to hurt. Ought to get 
$16,000 and a holdover: mebbe more. 
Last week ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
(2d wk.), $12,000 after first week's 
$17,300 gave pic a good two weeks’ 
run, but not notable. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Soldier 
and Lady’ (RKO). Looks very 
dubious; so-so $4,800 will probably 
be all. Last week ‘King of 
Gamblers’ (Par), average $5,500. 





Free B.B. Sloughs Lincoln 
Biz; ‘Star’ Good $4,000 


Lincoln, May 25. 

‘Star Is Born’ is leaning for the 
better sugar at the Stuart, while rest 
of the town is so-so. Civic opening 
of the floodlighted, free admish, bail 
parks, which drew 297,000 last sea- 
son, giving the pix houses plenty to 
worry about. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Charlie Chan Olympics’ (20th) plus 
‘Looking for Trouble’ (UA), split 
with ‘Scotland Yard’ (Par) plus 
‘Mummy’s Boys’ (RKO). Not bad 
if the weather stays cool; might 
touch $800. Last week, ‘Old Corral’ 
(Rep) plus ‘Laughing at Trouble’ 
(20th), split with ‘Happened Out 
West’ (20th) plus ‘Public Enemy's 
Wife’ (WB), fair $800. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25 )— 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG), About aver- 
age, $2,200. Last week, ‘Cafe Metro- 
pole’ (20th), very nice $2,800. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 


25)—‘Murder in Red Barn’ (MG), 
split with ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA ), plus 
mentalist, Dr. X, on the stage. Total 


will be little better than $1,700, so-so. 
Last week, ‘That I May Live’ (20th) 


plus ‘Greenwich Village Gambols.’ 
unit, split with ‘Men Are Not Gods’ 
(UA) plus ‘China Passage’ (RKO), 
fair $2,300. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40) 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Doing swell 
biz; present pace indicates $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG), terrific 
$5,600. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-20- 
25)—Trguble in Morocco’ (Col) 
plus ‘Backstage’ (GB). So-so $900. 
Last week, ‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) 
plus‘ (Col), fair 





‘Motor Madness’ 


$1,900 
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= sr ama week, ‘Call It Day’ (WB) | profit in face of tilted expense of the od e figured it would be| Price run after three weeks of Briday (28). on an oe , 
. at $5,000. Warning’ (WB), not so hot | show. ’ . id th at least and didn't, Toadshow last fall should see nice} Strand = (2,767; | 25-55-75 )-—'Prince 
30. $5,000. Loew's (Loew's) (2,600; 25-40 pag by Monts Gt Wass ah $19.000. Last week, ‘Star Is Born’| 24 Pauper’ (WB) (3d-final week). 
h) Loew's (M. T. Co.) (3,200: 50)—‘No | ‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) on twin} rush to see it. (UA) (2d week). oke $9,000. | At around $17,000 this week (3d) un- 
S.. — of Own’ (Par) and ‘Hills of Old| bill with ‘I Promise to Pay’ (Col). ' Estimates for This ween vee sil . en ,, der expectations and out, with ‘Kid 
is ‘yoming’ (RKO), plus stage show.| Former stressed and is on way to) , Capitol (Loew ) (3,424; 25-35-60) Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55 ) | Galahad’ (WB) replacing this morn- 
), S setting average play at $8,500. | $6,200, okay. Last week, dual of ‘Star | Old Soak’ (MG) and vaude. White- ‘ Barbary, Coast (UA) = Peron 94 ing (Wed.) Second week for ‘Prince’ 
“ast week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and|Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Song of City’ | man helping Beery; should see oke Goes West’ (UA) (revivals). Should) was $25.000, good but less than an- 
‘ Navy Blues’ " ps } - | $21.500. Last week, ‘Cafe Metro-) get good $3,000. Last week, ‘Be Mine) ticipatec 
il $0000, goce? ‘Rep), with revue, | (MG), good $6.1™. 30-40)—| pole’ (20th), good $22,000 Hoolent’ (0) and ‘it's & Git (O)l gee ae 8 
F “wy, good. | Lyrie (Olson) +2,000; 25-30-40)— | pole , Zoo 2,000. : onight ane saG | State (3,450; 35-55-75) ‘Swing 
10. ; Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—‘Woman ‘As Good as Married’ (U) and Mills Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— ‘revivals), satisfactory $2,400. High’ (Par) (2d run) and vaude 
fic f Love’ (RKO) and ‘California | ros. A neat profit for this con- | ‘Wake Up’ (20th) (2d run). Look- Belasco (Indie) (1,100; 25-35-55 )— | headed by Anna Mae Wong and 
Straight Ahead (U). Not very sistently good vaudfilmer with an in- | ing toward nice $5,000. Last week, ‘Gods At Play’ (Globe). Eight) team of Smith and Dale. This week 
0- Promising and chances are for | dicated take of $9,800. Last week | ‘Personal Property’ (MG) (2d run), days split over 11-day period got | it looks like no more than $20,000, 
11) pound $4.500, fair. Last week, ‘50| ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and Ted | oke $4,500. - ne an en | Oke $4,000. “Le Bonheur and | Lac| lowest in a long, long time, but still 
0). soads’ (20th) and ‘Charlie Chan at | Lewis band on stage, very big $13,- | Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-55-40-60- Aux Dames (Franco-American)} in black. Last week, ‘Personal Prop- 
B) lympics’ (20th), nice $5,500. '000. which was not far from house | 70)—'Go-Getter? (WB) and vaude.| opened tonight (25) for four-day fill-| erty’ (MG) (2d run) and Paul 
ir Orpheum (Ind) (900; 34)—‘Two | record. | Guy Lombardo pulling gross toward, in run, ‘Whiteman’s orchestra, $29,000, 
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Sta Bright $11,000 pom 





Minne. s 





Sad B.0.s; ‘Horizon’ Poor at $4,500 


-_—-——_——_-- -- ? 


Minneapolis, May 25. 
Sole good box-office bet this week 
is ‘Star Is Born,’ March-Gaynor pic- 
ture promising to give the Minnesota 





its best gross in several months. 
Otherwise trade continues decidedly 
wobbly and managerial tears still 

flow plentifully. 
One week of roadshowing ‘Lost 
Horizon’ at the Lyceum was more | 
| 


than enough. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
Steele’ (20th) (2d run), | 
dual first-runs ‘Bulldog | 
Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (Par). Fair $1,200 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Gay Desnerado’ (U) and 
‘When's Your Birthday’ (RKO) (2d 
runs), split with ‘Night Key’ (U) and 
‘Happened Out West’ (20th), duals, 
fair $1,000. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-40) —‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). 
First pop engagement following last 
season’s mild roadshowing at Alvin 
and far from setting the box-office 
afire. Tame $5,500 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (2d 
week ), $5,000, fair. 

Lyceum (N. W. Bank) (2,200; $1.65 
top)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). In 14 
shows picture drew $4,500, not so 
good. Out-of-the-way, and rarely 
lighted house was a handicap. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55 )—‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Raves 
by critics and customers and a tip- 
top exploitation and advertising 
campaign sowing seeds of brisk busi- 
ness, but far less than such an out- 
standing attraction would pull under 
more normal conditions. Heading 
for good $11,000. Last week, ‘Prince 
and Pauper’ (FN), $8,000. Fair. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40)—‘Old Soak’ (MG). Pleas- 
ing enough entertainment, but Beery 
no draw here. Light $5,000 all that 
can be expected. Last week, ‘Cafe 
Metropole’ (20th), $7,000, fairly good. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—That Man’s Here’ (FN) and 
‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), dual. Rather 
frail line-up and will do well to 
reach weak $2,500. Last week, ‘Way 
Out West’ (MG) and ‘Husband Lies’ 
(Par), $3,600, fair. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)— 
“Mighty Barnum’ (UA), revival. Re- 
issue headed toward poor $400 on 
five days. Last week, ‘Dealers in 
Death’ (Indie) and ‘Last Journey’ 
(Indie), dual, $700, poor. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
“Maytime’ (MG). First nabe show- 
ing for this hit is zooming toward big 
$4.000. Last week, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par), $3,000, good. 

World (‘(Steffes) (250; 25-35-40-55) 
-—‘Love from a Stranger’ (UA), 
Looks like $1,000, light. Last week, 
*‘Smallaningar’ (Swedish), $1,500, fair. 


Food Up, Port. Biz Down; 
‘Gun’ Dual Fair $5,000 


Portland, Ore., May 25. 

Rising cost of groceries has been 
taking the edge off pix biz. Local 
exhibs are contemplating a raise in 
admish prices as the answer. They 
figure since everything else has gone 
up, ducats will have to do the same. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—‘They Gave Him a Gun’ (MG) and 
‘That Man's Here Again’ (FN) Will 
wind up with fair $5,000. Last week 
“Prince and Pauper’ (FN) and ‘Way 
Out West’ (MG), cashed in on Coro- 
nation element in second week for 
okay $4,400. First, good $7,300. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,400; 
30-40)—‘Head Over Heels in Love’ 
(GB). Good enough at $2,000. Last 
week (55-$1.65) — ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col), roadshowed and registered 
fair $4,500. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40)—'Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO) and ‘Midnite Taxi’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Headed for fair $3,800 in five 
days. First week connected nicely 
for strong $8,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-40)—'Wake Up’ (20th) and 
‘I Promise to Pay’ (Col). Hitting ter- 
rific pace for around $9,000. Last 
week ‘Internes’ (Par) and ‘Thunder 
in City’ (Col), closed for fair $5,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
40)—‘History Made Night’ (UA). 
Connecting for okay $5,000. Last 
week ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA), so-so 
$4,000. 


—Nancy 
split with 








Breen’s ‘Wish’ 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Principal Pictures’ ‘Make a Wish,’ 
Bobby Breen starrer, started rolling 
on location at Chatsworth last Fri- 
day (21). 
Moppet’s support includes Basil 


MONO TRADES GOLDWYN 


Producer Casts 

Borrow System 

Scott R. Dunlap, Monogram v.p. in 
charge of production, has grabbed all 
three leads via loan-out for his 
forthcoming pic, ‘Hoosier Schoolboy.’ 
Trio are Frank X. Shields, from Sam 
Goldwyn; Anna Neagle, 
Warners, and Mickey Rooney, from 
Metro. Got Shields in trade for 
Movita Castenada, Goldwyn want- 
ing the South Seas girl for part in 
‘Hurricane.’ Other two were out- 
right loans. 

Generally considered difficult for 
indies to get players from 
former rarely having desired 
terial for swap. 


Heat Crimps 
Balto; ‘Affair 


Torrid at $7,500 





Indie Leads on 


ma- 





Baltimore, May 25. 

Sudden onslaught of _ tropical 
weather denting local box offices this 
week, with all cooling plants in full 
swing. 

‘This Is My Affair’ got off to a 
good opening at the New, indicating 
a hot $7,500. Hippodrome, town’s 
lone combo, is playing Major Bowes’ 
International Revue on stage to bol- 
ster ‘Behind Headlines’ and getting 
a so-so $11,800. ‘Star Is Born,’ at 
Loew’s Century. and ‘Prince and 
Pauper,’ at the Stanley, maintaining 
fair pace in h.o. weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55 )—Star Is Born’ (UA) (2nd 
wk). Maintaining nice pace at $9,- 
000, after a bang-up first week of 


$16,800. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Behind Head- 


lines’ (RKO) and Major Bowes’ In- | 


ternational Revue. Garnering only 
so-so $11,800. Last week ‘Thunder 
in City’ (Col) and vaude, not very 
exciting $11,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55)—"As Good as Mar- 
ried’ (U). Not much more than $5,- 
400, weak. Last week, five days of 
‘When Love Is Young’ (U), nig. 
$3,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400: 15-25-30- 
40-55)—‘This Is My Affair’ (20th). 
Off to profitable $7,500. Last week, 
second of ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th), 
okay $5,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450, 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) (2nd 
wk). Holding fair pace to $5,900 after 
hey-hey opener of $11,800. 


Bettie Macdonald to L.A. 


Bettie Macdonald, former Ziegfeld 
chorine, left for Hollywood Friday 
(21) on spec. 

Leon Errol ani Walter Winchell 
encouraged the trip, feeling she 
could do okay as free lance. 








majors, | 





. Yowsah, the Champ! 





| 


Ben Bernie set some sort of 
a precedent last week when the 
horse he owns, ‘Wes,’ finished 
|| third in the third race at Bel- 
mont, Friday (21). Pals of 
Eernie claim that he now has 
it on Bing Crosby, Joe Brown 
and Clark Gable in being a film 
player hoss-owner to get his 
pony in the money. Bernie’s 
horse paid 4-to-1 to show. 


| 











HEAT PLUS WEAK PIX 





} 
| Louisville, May 25. 
with the coming of warm weather 
| and grosses generally are showing 
an inclination to seek lower levels. 
Current week’s apathy is also caused 
by lack of standout product. Rialto 
is leading town with ‘Turn Off the 
| Moon’ and ‘Night of Mystery,’ with 
Loew’s State close behind on ‘Wo- 


City.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown 


fair’ (MG), dual. 
| Loew’s State after big seven days 
}and will pick up $2,400 or there- 
abouts here, fair. Last week, ‘Shall 
We Dance’ (RKO), a moveover from 
Rialto, good $3,000. 


‘Green Light’ 
Lawyer’ (RKO), dual, splitting with 


|‘When You're in Love’ (Col) and 
| ‘Girl from Scotland Yard’ (Par), 
/dual. Hitting average $2,200. Last 


| week, ‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Your 
Birthday’ (RKO), dual, fine $2,500: 


Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 
‘Song of City’ (MG), dual. Dual 


satisfactory at $6,000. Last week, 
| ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family Af- 
| fair’ (MG), dual, big $9,000. 

Mary Anderson (Switow) (1,000: 
| 15-25-40) —‘Go Getter’ (WB). Only 
| solo among first-runs and b.o. results 
| n.s.h. at $3,400. Last week, second of 


| Prince and Pauper’ (WB), okay 
| $3,500. 
Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Married 


| Her Boss’ (Col) and ‘Three on Trail’ 


| (Par), dual, splitting with ‘Witness 


Chair’ (RKO) and ‘Everybody’s Old 
Man’ (20th), dual. Fair $1,300 in 
| sight. Last week, ‘Princess Comes 
| Across’ (Par) and ‘Big Broadcast’ 
| (Par), dual, splitting with ‘Poor Lit- 
| Midnight’ (RKO), dual, 
$1,400. 
| Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
| 40)—‘Turn Off the Moon’ (Par) and 
| ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par), dual. An- 
ticipate nice $6,500. Last week, 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and ‘Mid- 
night Taxi’ (20th), dual, okay $6,500. 
Strand (Fourth Ave) (1,500; 15-25- 
| 40)—‘As Good As Married’ (U) and 
‘Let Them Live’ (U), dual. Headed 
for $38,700, fair. Last week, ‘No 
Man of Own’ (Par) and ‘Night Key’ 
(U), dual, strong $4,800. 


average 





Mary Boland in ‘Danger’ 
Hollywood, May 25. 


the cast of ‘Danger, Love at Work,’ 
20th-Fox starrer for Simone Simon. 
Otto Ludwig Preminger directs. 





Metro’s Viennese Tenor 
Metro has taken an option on 
Serei Abranovich, tenor from Vienna, 
| who recently arrived in N. Y. 

He is to be given a screen test in 
the next few weeks. 








Pix Singin’ the Blues in Det:: ‘Star, 
Vaude Nifty $26,000; Others Suffer 





Detroit, May 25. 
Biz remains in depths. It's fourth 
week in row for letdown at pix 
spots, outdoor attractions, aided by 
warm weather, getting most of 
town’s coin. 
Leader looks like ‘A Star Is Born,’ 
plus vaude, at the Michigan. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 25-40)— 
‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) plus ‘No Man 
of Her Own’ (Par), dual. Around 
$5,200, just about fair. Last week. 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) (2d week) 


and ‘Jeeves’ (20th), former moved 
here from Fox, so-so $5,000. 

Cass (Indie) (1,400; $1.65 top)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (4th week). 
Pulled out Saturday (22) after four- 





Rathbone, Marion Claire, Sammy 
McKim, Harry Watson, Tommy and | 
Buddy Bupp, Rex Downing and) 
Bobby Bollinger. 

Edward Gross is associate pro- | 
ducer for Sol Lesser, and Kurt Neu- | 
mann directs. 


week favorable stand. Oke $5,700 


last week, following sessions of $10.- | 
‘Lost Hori- | 


000, $12,000 and $11,500. 
zon’ (Col) opened roadshow stand 
Sunday (23); given favorable send- 


ff. 
Downtown (Krim) (2.800: 25-40)— 
‘Slaves in Bondage’ (Indie), For- 


men-only opus figures for nice $8,500. 
Last week, on ‘23% Hours Leave’ 
(GN) and ‘Boy Loves Girl’ (GN). 
poor $3,000. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)—Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) with Gene Autry top- 
ping vaude. Oke $22,000. Last week. 
‘Love Is Young’ (U) plus Cab Callo- 
way band on stage, swell $23,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000: 
30-40-65 )—‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
(3d_ week). Oke $6,000, following 
$8,000 last session after being moved 
here from Michigan. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-65 )—Star Is Born’ (UA) plus 
stage show. Nifty $26,000 in view 


and ‘St. 
$19,500. 
State (United Detroit) (3,000: 25- 


Moritz Follies’ unit, fair 


land Yard’ (Par), dual. 
average at $7,200. Last week, ‘Poker 
Flat’ (RKO) and ‘Midnight Court’ 
(WB), $7,200, fair. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65 )—‘13th Chair’ (MG). 





n.s.h. 
Gun’ (MG), so-so $7,800. 





Mary Boland has been inked into | 


man Chases Man’ and ‘Song of the! 





| Nice looking marquees, but only fair 
! 


| TOTAL N.G. L’VILLE BIZ! 


from | 
| ‘Turn Off Moon’ (Par) and 


Things are beginning to sag here| 





| week, ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (2nd 
| run), $4,500, n.s.h. 

(Fourth Ave.-Loew’s)— | 
| ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family Af-| Metropole’ (20th) and vaude. 
Moved over from}! $9,000. 


| Roads’ (20th) (2nd run), poor $3,800 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)—| in eight days. 
(WB) and ‘Criminal | 


COURAGEOUS’ 





, : |a good play. 
| tle Rich Girl’ (20th) and ‘Star of 











| 
| 


| ‘Turn 


| ing,” second, n.g. $7,000. 


40 )—Billy the Kid’ (MG) and ‘Scot- 
Around | 


Last week ‘Turn Off Moon’ (Par)| Much over $9.000. Last week ‘Prince 


—__——————=2 


Cleve. Looks to Expo as B.0. Hypo; 
Dance’ Fair 516,000; ‘Night Fall’ 18G 





K. C. BLAH 


‘Woman’ Dual So-So $9,000; ‘Moon’ 
Fair $8,500 











Kansas City, May 25. 
Looks like a dull week currently. 


biz. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200: 25-40)— 
‘King of 
$8,500. 
Pauper’ 


So-so 
and 


Gamblers’ (Par). 
Last week. ‘Prince 
(WB), $7,500, poor. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and ‘13th’ 
Chair’ (MG). Quiet $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘No- 
body’s Baby’ (MG), big $13,500. 
Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘Man Found 
Himself’ (RKO). Fair. $6,000. Last 


Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Cafe 
Fair 
Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep) and vaude, poor $8,000. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). Over 
average at $4,500. Last week, ‘Fifty 





OPENS WEAK 
IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 25. 
‘Captains Courageous, which 
opened roadshow engagement at the 
Geary theatre last week, is having 
trouble keeping afloat. Although 
about $5,000 was sunk in advance on 
advertising, the Geary isn’t receiving 





Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—‘Kid 
Galahad’ (WB) and ‘Charlie Chan at 
Olympics’ (20th). World preem of 
‘Kid Galahad’ stimulating plenty of 
interest and biz for week will rank 
with top grosses at this house, $21,- 
000. Last week, ‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th) and ‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) 
(2d wk.), did $10,000, fair. 

Geary (Lurie) (1,200; 50-75-1-1.50) 
—‘Captains Courageous’ (Metro). Pic 
got good notices, but the fans just 
aren't interested at these prices. Al- 
though the first night was plenty 
papered, the lower floor was little 
over half full. House has rather a 
phoney scale, with most of the seats 
selling at 50c. Last week ‘Lost Ho- 


rizon’ (Col) (12th) overstayed its 
welcome when it closed to thin 
$4,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Snali We Dance’ (RKO) and 
vaude (2d wk). Only so-so $14,000 
in sight. Goes out tomorrow, Wed- 


nesday, to make way for Bell's ‘Orig- 
inal Hawaiian Follies.’ Last week, 
first, and vaudeville, $22,000, good. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—‘League of Frightened Men’ (Col) 
and ‘Speed to Spare’ (Col). Booked 
with a summer of B product, the 
Orpheum had to drop the admish 
15c, competish from the other houses 
being far too keen. Expect $5.000 
currently. Last week ‘Good as Mar- 
ried’ (U) and ‘23% Hours’ Leave’ 
(GN), poor $5,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55) 
—‘They Gave Him a Gun’ (MG) and 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB). Expect 
fair $12,000. Last week ‘Night Must 
Fall’ (MG) and ‘Nobody's Baby’ 
(MG), disappointing $11,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55)—— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and ‘Moun- 
tain Justice’ (WB) (3rd wk). Antici- 
pate fairish $4,000. Last week ‘Man- 
hattan Melodrama’ (MG) and ‘Girl 
— Boy’ (GN), good $5,500 in six 
avs. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55 —Star Is Born’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Biz being done by this picture is the 
best this house has had in over a 
year. Good $6,500 in sight. Last 
week fine $7,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 35-55)— 

Off Moon’ (Par) and ‘Two 
(Rep). Not expecting 


Wise Maids’ 


and Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Fair Warn- 


7 __ 


Cleveland, May 25. 


a bit, but all houses are waiting for 
opening Saturday (29) of Great 
Lakes Exposition’s second edition to 
start the ball rolling. Exhibitors 
leary of civic event's competish last 
year, but in end benefited 
from influx of visitors. 
Three conventions this week giving 
all spots a push, particularly Palace's 
set-up of Cab Calloway on stage 
plus ‘Melody for Two.‘ ‘Nisht Must 
Fall’ only a couple grand behind at 
State, but ‘Shall We Dance’ is hay. 
ing trouble making grade for Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week 


heavily 


Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200: 
20-30-35) — ‘Racketeers in Exile’ 
(Col) plus ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) (24 


run), dual. Okay $3,000. Last week 
‘Man in Mirror’ (GN) with ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col) (2d run), fairish $1,800 
in four days. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 25-40)— 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) (2d week), 
Carried over from Hipp and a click 
at $7,500. Last week ‘Cafe Metro- 
pole’ (20th) on similar move-over, 
nice $6,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). Slow, de- 
spite swelegant campaign: should 
rate fairly good $16,000, but may 


have to sweat to reach that figure 


if crowds don’t pick up. Last week 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB), was 


timely with coronation angle, yet 
collected only $15,000, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB) with Cab 
Calloway’s band on stage. Although 
too much music in this combo. Cot- 
ton Club revue is boosting weak- 
sister pix to $20,500, excellent. Last 
week ‘As Good as Married’ with 
Clark Robinson's ‘Glorified Vanities’ 
unit, dropped to $17,000. mild. 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 30-65)— 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG). Copped top 
critical honors, also proving a good 
money-maker in spite of macaber 
theme; $18,000, flattering. Last week 
“Woman Chases Man’ (UA), $9,500, 
poor, 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1.972: 25-35)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (20th) (3d week). Still 
hot; $6,500. Second week, after shift 
from State, caught corking $9,500. 


Star,’ 3d W’k, Big 76; 
Rest of Seattle Blah 


Seattle, May 25. 
Good biz continues for ‘Star is 
Born,’ now in its third week. Major 
Bowes unit at Palomar shows con- 
tinued interest here jin the ams. 
Rest of the town is in the dol- 
drums. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th) and ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), 
dual. Moved from Fifth Avegue; in- 
dicate good $3,200 here. Last week, 
‘Wake Up’ (20th) and ‘Murder to 
Town’ (Par), dual, (4th wk), big 
$2,700. 

Coliseum 


30-75 )— 








(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Swing High’ (Par) 
and ‘Clarence’ (Par), dual. Expect 
only fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Mrs. 
Cheney’ (MG) and ‘Under Cover 
Night’ (MG), dual, poor $3,000. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—China Passage’ (RKO) and ‘Gold 
Bracket’ (GN), dual. Indicate fair 
$2,300. Last week, ‘Left Handed Law’ 
(U) and ‘Paradise Express’ (Rep), 
dual, $2,400, fair. 

Fifth Avenue  (Hamrick-Fver- 
green) (2,400; 32-37-42)—‘They Gave 
Him a Gun’ (MG) and ‘Nobody's 
Baby’ (MG), dual. Combo drawing 
fair $6,800. Last week, ‘Cafe Metro- 
pole’ (20th) arid ‘Midnight Taxi’ 
(20th), $7,600, good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (3d wk). Paced 
to reach big $7,000. Last week, sec- 
ond for same film, big $8.500. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(FN) and ‘Song of City’ (MG). dual 
(3d wk). Fair enough at $2,200. 
Last week, same films, $3.200, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2,700; 32-37-42 )—‘Call it Day’ (WB) 
and ‘Silent Barriers’ (GB), dual. 
Looks like only $4,000, poor. Last 
week, ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO), solo, 
(2d wk), mild $4,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450: 16-27- 
37)—‘Everybody Danced’ (GB) and 
Major Bowes unit. Drawing big 
$6,800. Last week, ‘Hit Parade 
(Rep) and vaude, good $6.100. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—‘As Good as Mar- 
ried’ (U) and ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA), 





‘Wish’ Gets Castings 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Sol Lesser has spotted Herbert | 
Rawlinson, Philip MacMahon, Spen- | 
cer Charters, Billy Lee and Billy | 


Things continue off here; $8,000) Lechner in Principal's ‘Make a Wish,’ 
Last week ‘They Gave Him | Bobby Breen starrer. 


Kurt Neumann directs. 


dual. No draught: $3,000 will be 
poor. Last week, ‘Turn off Moon 
(Par) and ‘Love From Stranger 


(UA), dual, slow $3,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850: 21-32) 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and ‘Devi! 
Playground’ (Col), dual. Fairish $2.- 
500 expected. Last week, “You're i” 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Great O'Malley 
(WB), fair $2,600. 


Parade of tourists helping grosses, 
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British Prods. Demand Limitation 
Of U. S. Pix; Claim Over-Flooding 





London, May 23. 

British producers, in a body, troop 

to the Board of Trade tomorrow 
(Wed.) to plead for limitation of 
American film imports. They will 
assert that unrestricted import of 
jow-grade indie pix floods the mar- 
ket here and jams play-dates for 

itish product. 
Pc thet contention, held by the 
British producers, is that there are 
more pix available for the 5,000 
United Kingdom theatres than for 
the 15,000 in the U. S. Federation of 
British Industries will therefore be- 


— + 





Metro Registers Squawk 
On Laurel-Hardy Billing 


Berlin, May 16, 
Metro has taken steps to prevent 
the Hamburg Primus theatre from 
announcing the ‘personal appearance 
of Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy.’ 
This announcement is claimed a 
hoax, for the two appearing artists 
are the French vaudevillians, Laury 
and Hardel., 


AUSSIE INDIES 





seech His Majesty’s government to 
introduce legislation to halt dump- 
ing on the market here. 

Producers will also present a two-| 
way reciprocity scheme by which | 
American firms would voluntarily 
agree to take British product for me) 
U. S. or alternatively for compul- 
sion, by which American outfits | 
would be obliged to take British 
product for playing time in the U. S. 
as a condition of trading in England. 


Hunter Tells Anzac Pic 
Mob That Duals Are | 
Rather Isolated in U. S. 








| tions 


Sydney, May 6. 

Harry Hunter, newly-arrived Par- 
amount boss, told the pic mob at a 
luncheon given in his honor that 
he couldn’t quite figure out the tre- 
mendous hold dual bills have in 
Australia. He pointed out that in his! 
own territory, Washington, D.C., and 
other spots, the single feature pro-| 
grams were quite satisfactory. 

Hunter declined to make any} 
statement regarding the local quota. | 


UMIT U.S. FILMS 
10.5 DAYS—TOKYO 


} 








Tokyo, May 5. 

Because Toho houses in the Kwan- | 

{ (Western Japan) district are 
orced to take an increased number 
of Jap subjects, due to Toho’s pro- 
duction expansion, foreign films are 
being given only five-day bookings 
in those spots. Toho informed Amer- 
ican managers that new schedule | 
goes into effect May 12. 
New schedule affects Paramount, 


| for 
; mind 
| crashing 


| Act 


RENEW PIC 
PLANS 


Sydney, May 11. 

Indie pic producers are making 
new efforts to put some productions 
in work. 

Commonwealth Productions, under 
Jack Bruce, expect to get moving 
within the next few weeks after 
leasing a studio site on the local 
show ground. New World Produc- 
will start shooting exteriors 
soon in Fiji instead of New Guinea 
on first try under A. R. Harwood. 

Latest to come into the indie game 
is Figtree Productions, Ltd., which 
has taken over the old Mastercraft 
site and the Efftee gear. New com- 
pany includes R. E. Denison, C. Ogil- 
vie and Fred Daniell. Denison is a 
son of Sir Hugh Denison, chairman 
of National Productions, and also 
head of Associated Newspapers. 

Cinesound, the only unit in con- 
stant production, has just completed 
‘Tall Timber,’ and swings at once 
into ‘Lovers and Luggers,’ under Ken 
Hall. Actually, Stuart F. Doyle is 
the only person to make a success 
so far in the local production field. 
There is a very strong feeling here 
now that the indies will make a de- 
termined effort to produce good pix 
local consumption, keeping in 
the possibility of one day 
into the overseas market 
There is also a strong feeling that 
the government will back its Quota 
so that the indies in the field 
can secure a break. 





Universal, Columbia and RKO, si BRIT. PIX INTERESTS 


of them being tied to Toho for re- 
leases. Grosses will be affected some | 
because all pix won’t get Sat-Sun | 
play, which are the big money days, | 
but it was a case of take it or have 
certain subjects stay in the vaults 
without possibility of release. Con- 


dition may right itself when Umeda | 


Gehijo, Toho’s new acer, is com- 
pleted. 


Production Spurts with 
New Italian Hollywood 








Rome, May 14. | 
After the inauguration of the new | 


Production is experiencing a great | 


Push and the list of pix scheduled | 
for spring production is very ambi- 
tious, 

Actually finished and sent over to 
the cutting and 
Studios are ‘Scipio, the African,’ ‘I 
Condottieri’ (The Robber Barons), 
Fossa degli Angeli’ (Tomb of the 
Angels), ‘I fratelli Castiglioni’ (The 
Castiglioni Brothers) and ‘Regina 
della Scala’ (Queen of the Scala), 
which Paramount is going to dis- 
tribute. The Italian Somaliland film. 
which was to be called ‘Marrabo’ 
and has now been changed to ‘Sen- 
tinella di 


tinel), is practically finished. 


GN’s Jap Distrib 


A Tokyo, May 6. 
' hew firm of pix distribs, headed 
Y Roy Tanaka, formerly manager of 








taken Over the distribution of Grand 


er product for Japan, Man- 
4“OKUo, Chosen and Dairen. 
Quarters will be established at 
Saka, with branch here. 
Reported new company contracted 


fo ig . 
r 38 pix, including two James Cag- | 


hey’ ° 
"YS, on a straight royalty basis. 





synchronization | 


Bronzo’ (The Bronze Sen- | 


wester 
stern Japan for Paramount. has | 


Head- | 


MULLING FILM BANK 


London, May 16. 

‘City’ interests are exploring the 
possibility of a Film Bank, on lines 
urged in the Lord Moyne Quota 
Committee Report. Proposals have 
already been tabled and a draft out- 
line submitted to moton picture 
| chiefs. 
| Object of the scheme would be to 
back projects considered to have a 
reasonable chance of success, and at 
the same time checking undesirable 
financing of pictures. 





| 
| 





| 





Roman Hollywood, Italian picture | 


Report Metro on Hunt 
For More Anzac Houses 


Sydney, May 10. 

Reported that Metro is seeking a 
site for another theatre here in addi- 
| tion to the St. James, the lease of 
| which still has some years to run. 
| Inside has it that Metro would like 
| to own a theatre here as is the case 
in Melbourne and Brisbane, and that 
| preparations are being made to this 
end in case the St. James’ lease is 
|} not renewed in the future. 


Adelaide, May 10. 
Metro is dickering for the Majes- 
tic theatre here to use in a chain 
build with holdings in other cities. 
ernie Freeman, Metro chief, on a 
| biz visit covering the Majestic prop- 
osition. 


McINTYRE TO U. S.? 
Sydney, May 6. 

Here McIntyre local Universal 
chief, may take a trip to the U. S. 
| in the near future to meet the heads 
of his organization. 

McIntyre has not been abroad for 
some time. 





AUSTRALIA BIZ GOOD 


U. S. Pix Doing Nicely in 
Antipodes 





the 


Sydney, May 6. 
Biz is still most satisfactory in 
this spot with ‘Rose Marie’ (Metro). 
‘My Man Godfrey’ (U) and ‘Beloved 


Enemy’ (UA). New ones include 
‘One in a Million’ (20th), ‘Maid of 
Salem’ (Par? and ‘Follow Your 
Heart’ (BEF). Cinesound’s ‘It Isn’t 
Done’ bows out after eight weeks, 
and U’s ‘Show Boat’ will soon call 


it a day now that one year’s run ap- 
proaches. 

Managers are readying additional 
attractions for the vacation 
next month and expect to cop some 
Very heavy grosses on mats. Yankee 
pix still control the top spots. ‘Head 
Over Heels’ (GB) opens this week- 
end for a run, 


mer ’ 
schools 


Melbourne, May 6. 
There’s a nice lineup of attrac- 
tions currently here and biz is solid. 
List includes ‘Lloyd's’ (20th), ‘Plains- 
man’ (Par), ‘Ladies in Love’ (20th), 


‘Romeo and Juliet’ (Metro), ‘Dods- 
worth’ (UA), ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ (WB), ‘Amazing Quest 


Earnest Bliss’ (AD), ‘Sally of Regi- 


ment’ (GB) and ‘Sutter’s Gold’ (U). 
New Zealand, May 6. 

Yankee pix holding well with 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U), ‘Piccadilly 
(MG), ‘Hearts in Reunion’ (20th). 
‘Polo Joe’ (WB), ‘College Holiday’ 
(Par), ‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘Racing 
Lady’ (RKO). British include ‘East 
Meets West’ (GB) and ‘Sabotage’ 
(GB), 


NEW DISTRIB 
IN JAPANESE 
FILM BIZ 


Tokyo, May 5. 
After unsuccessfully dickering 
with Grand National and_ several 
other American indies for distribu- 


tion of their product in Japan, 
Empire Picture Corp. has closed 
deals with several French and 


Itaiian studios to place. their prod- 
uct on the market here. 

‘Squodrone Bianco’ is the first 
Italian subject to be offered, fol- 
lowed by ‘Arma Bianca,’ both of 
which are now being titied. As no 
Italian pix have heretofore been 
shown here their success is prob- 
lematical, but distribs expect no 
trouble in securing initial bookings 
because of friendly political attitude 
of Japanese towards Italy. Mutual 
admiration follows somewhat along 
the same lines of the recent Jap- 
German co-operation, except no 
treaty has been signed, 

French subjects ordered and be- 
ing readied are ‘Secret de la Mare 
Rouge,’ ‘Avec Sourier. ‘Atlantic 
Sud,’ ‘Madamoiselle Docteur.’ ‘Quelle 
le Drole de Gosse. Only American 
subject bought by Empire is “Tun- 
dra.’ 

Because Empire has not previously 
been a factor in the biz, they have 
not been assigned to a place in the 
Shochiku-Toho alignment of distribs 
and are therefore privileged to sell 
to either side. If Empire’s subjects 
click it’s a cinch they will be forced 
to line up with either of the two 
exhibs, for no other reason than to 
keep the other distribs quiet. 

A good guess is that they will 
eventually find themselves bedfel- 
lows of Shochiku as that organiza- 
tion has built up quite a following 
for European pix while Toho’s ex- 
perience in importations has been 
negative. 

The Empire Picture Corp. is a 
comparative newcomer, having just 
recently been incorporated for 
$35,000. A. Nagae, prez, has had no 
previous pix experience, but has as- 
sociated with him Noboru Kawai, 
formerly connected with the Japan 
offices of Warner's. 





U. S. Pic Cos. in Japan 
Form Mutual Association 


Tokyo, May 6. 
American Motion Picture 


Japan, comprising managers of all 





Ass'n of } 


= 


Rydge Out of Greater Union as 
Australian Battle Grows Tenser 





MG Product Lined Up 
In Sydney Till August 
Sydney, May 6. 
With ‘Rose Marie’ concluding its 
six weeks’ run, Metro’s St. James is 
solidly set for ace attractions. Line- 
up includes ‘After the Thin Man,’ 
‘Love on the Run’ and ‘Camille.’ 
MG execs expect these attractions to 
cover the theatre’s wants until Au- 
gust. In the vaults are ‘Good Earth’ 
and ‘Maytime.’ 
No date has been set for release of 
‘Good Earth’ as yet. There is re- 
mote possibility that pic may be sold 


to an indie, either Dave Martin, for; 


Liberty, or Dan Carroll, for Prince 
Edward. Latter, however, is pretty 
well tied up with Par. 





RUSSIA LOOKS 


TO U.S. FOR 
~ SOUND 


Moscow, May 24. 

Under currently talked of plans, 
Russia may expend upwards of $250,- 
000 during the coming year on sound 
reproducing equipment for its the- 
atres. This is additional to present 
agreements between the Soviet and 
American firms on recording equip- 
ment. On the recording end alone 
Russia may be spending around 
$1,000,000 for American equipment, 
it is indicated, 

Although the American firm is not 
identified, intimations are that a deal 
is underway whereby the Soviet 
aims to purchase upwards of 5,000 
talker equipments for its theatres, 

Russia is dallying around and has 
been for some years with its own 
sound. Intimations here are that 
outsiders don’t figure anything con- 
crete can be developed in Russia on 
sound equipment which will be com- 
parable to present American equip- 
ment for a decade or more. 

However, none doubt but that 
eventually Russia will have its own 
sound. Presently, the Soviet indus- 
try is being serviced technically, un- 
der agreement, with engineers sup- 
plied from America, 


J. A. HOPFENBERG VISITS 
$0. AMERICAN THEATRES 


Joseph A. Hopfenberg, general 
manager and U. S. rep for Max 
Glucksmann’s film, theatre and radio 
interests in South America, sailed 
for Buenos Aires, May 22. 

To be gone 10 weeks on business 
trip, Hopfenberg will give the S. A. 
market a thorough o, o. Firm has 
extensive theatre and rzdio interests 
in Argentine, Chile and Uraguay, 


Repub’s ‘Follow Heart’ 
Bloomers in Sydney 


Sydney, May 86. 

Republic pic, ‘Follow Your Heart,’ 
went into a quick floppo here for 
Greater Union. In for a run try, pic 
had closing notice up three days 
after premiere, 

Failing to cop any biz over the 
Anzac Day period holiday, and 
swinging into a marked low after 














panning by the critics, G. U. T. execs | 
' 


ordered the film out. 


Another Republic pic, ‘Hitch Hike | 


two to 
the ace 


playing number 
(UA) at 


Lady,’ is 
‘Beloved Enemy’ 
State. 





Tokyo Likes ‘Horizon’ 


Tokyo, May 5. 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) did smash biz 
last week at Hibiya Eiga Gekijo and 
holds for 


e . | ° 
American companies maintaining of-| third. On second stanza pic is teamed 


fices in this country, is now in 
ation. 


yper- 


destructive compet 
Previous attempts at 
U. S. companies never jelled. 


| 


Object is to act in concert on} 
all matters affecting American prod- | during 
uct and to eliminate unhealthy andj length, subject has been split into | 
' i 

in- | 


irdanizing of | termi 


| with ‘lf Promise to Pay’ (Col). 


3ecause Jap audience got restless 
‘Horizon’ on account of 


sections with over 15-min. 
sion between first and second 
sections, 


two 


the second and possibly | 


+ le 
Sydney, May 25. 
Vast shakeup here strips Norman 
Rydge of most of the power he for- 
merly exerted in Australian film biz. 
Out as chairman of the Greater 
Union Theatres, with Stuart Doyle 


remaining as managing director, 
Rydge has also been replaced as 
chairman of the Greater J. D. Wil- 


liams unit of the same chain by John 
Goulston, 

No longer a director of Greater 
Union and Australasian Film Hold- 
ings, Rydge keeps merely a director- 
ship on the board of the J. D. Wil- 
liams unit 

Meanwhile Stuart Doyle has issued 
a writ against Rydge, claiming $100,- 
000 damages on an undisclosed ac- 
tion, 

Charles Munro, managing director 
of Hoyt’s, has resigned as co-director 
of General Theatres, with Maurice 
Sloman, general manager of Hoyt’s, 
| replacing him. It is understood that 
| Munro’s resignation is only tem- 
|; porary, owing to his absence abroad 
protect Hoyt’s interests, 
through Sloman, who is on the scene 
here. Hoyt’s, as an individual com- 
pany, is not concerned in the Greater 
Union inside fight, it is claimed. 

Just the Beginning 

This is the first in a series of 
bombshells expected in Australia. 
Hoyt’s and Greater Union are tied 
up by the bankers in a partnership 
as General Theatres, with members 
of both firms jockeying for position. 

Munro is in New York, but would 
not comment on the situation, al- 
though admitting that he expected to 
be able to make an important states 
ment shortly, 


Deutsch Talking 
Takeover of Sir 
Oswald's Circuit 


London, May 235. 

Quiet negotiation is under way be- 
tween Oscar Deutsch and Sir Oswald 
Stoll to acquire the latter's entire 
circuit, which comprises the London 
Coliseum and four theatres outlying 
in suburbs and provinces. Deal, in- 
volving $3,000,000, is holding up the 
Deutsch-Donada $25,000,000 public 
stock issue, in which the Stoll prop- 
erty is to be included, if a sale is 
effected. 

Negotiation is also delaying Lew 
Leslie’s vaude presentation at the 
Coliseum, a show that tentatively 
was topped by Harry Richman and 
Florence Desmond. 

Some months ago Deutsch acquired 
the Alhambra from Stoll, and is now 
erecting a super-spot on the site. 


Garbo Big in Milan, 
But “Zieggy’ N.S.G. 


Milan, May 14. 

Greta Garbo, in ‘Camille,’ has set 
up a record at the Milan Corso 
Cinema, five big weeks at 75c top. 
The usual stay is seven to 10 days 
at 60c. 

‘The Great Ziegfeld’ has been 
somewhat of a disappointment, due 
largely to the Italians being out of 
touch with the personality of the 
subject. 


U.S. Pix in Berlin 


Berlin, May 16. 
With Par dishing out three open- 
; ings in one week in expectation of 
the holiday rush, and 20th-Fox 
keeping a close second, Berlin seems 
like old times again. 

Twentieth’s Gable-Young opus, 
‘Call of the Wild,’ got off to a good 
start at the big Ufa Palast im Zoo, 
the first American picture there in 





and to 

















| ages. Shirley Temple continues in 
‘Stowaway’ (20th) at the Primus. 
|*‘Ramona’ (20th) will fade out to 


make room for Par’s ‘Texas Range 
jers’ at the Astor on Kurfuersten- 
damm, while along the same avenue 
‘The Bride Comes Home’ (Par) 
crowd out ‘Born to Dance’ (MG), 
which pops up again at the more out 
| of the way Titania. The third of 
| Par’s offerings will be ‘Now and 
Forever’ at the Atrium, 


| 
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Full Text of Guild-Producer Contract _ 





BASIC MINIMUM CONTRACT OF 1937 


AGREEMENT executed at Los Angeles, Carlifornia, May 
15. 1937, between the SCREEN ACTORS GUILD, INC., a 
California non-profit membership corporation, hereinafter 
called the ‘Guild,’ and such parties who are engaged in the 
production of motion pictures as may concurrently or here- 


after become signatories hereto, hereinafter called the 
‘Producers.’ 
WITNESSETH: 
In consideration of the mutual agreements herein contained 


the parties agree as follows: 
1. The Guild is recognized by the Producers, and each of 
them, as the exclusive collective bargaining agent for all 
actors in the motion picture industry. The Guild agrees that 
the Producers may terminate this contract at any time that 
the Guild is determined not to be the exclusive collective 
bargaining agent for actors by the National Labor Relations 
Board or by any court of competent jurisdiction. If the 
National Labor Relations Act is repealed and a substitute 
Act is enacted, the preceding sentence will apply to the sub- 
stitute Act and to the substitute agency under such Act, 


WHAT AN ACTOR IS 


2. Every actor hereafter employed by any Producer, 
whether by contract or otherwise, or who acts before the 
camera for any Producer, except as may be hereinafter pro- 
vided, shall be a member of the Guild in good standing, 
subject to the following qualifications: 

(a) If any actor now under contract to any Producer is 
not a member of the Guild and refuses to join the Guild, such 
actor shall be exempted from this paragraph 2 during the 
term of his existing contract as the same may be extended 
according to the existing terms thereof. Each Producer shall 
forthwith furnish the Guild with a list of all contract and 
stock players under contract to the Producer at the date of 
this contract. The Guild will then notify the Producer as 
to the names of such of said players as are not members of 
the Guild, whereupon the Producers will promptly furnish 
to the Guild the approximate expiration dates of the con- 
tracts of such non-Guild member players. 

(b) Stars and featured players may be exempted from this 
paragraph 2 during the first five years of this contract, and 
during the first five years enly, to the extent of ten percent 
of the principal players in the cast of each picture produced 
by each Producer. Principal players means actors whose 
base rate of pay is $200.00 a week or more, but extras, stunt 
men and day players shall not be counted as principal 
players. Actors under qualification (a) shall be included 
in the calculation in computing the ten percent of the cast 
who do not have to be Guild members in good standing under 
qualification (b). For example, if there are twenty principal 
players in the cast and two are not Guild members in good 
standing and come within qualification (a), the Producer is 
entitled to no additional non-members under qualification 
(b). 

(c) During the first five years of this contract, and during 
the first five years only, if the cast of principal players is 
less than ten, one star or one featured player need not be 
a member of the Guild. If the star or featured player Comes 
under qualification (a) no additional non-member is allowed 
under this qualification (c). 

(d) In case of the exigencies of casting and as an extra- 
ordinary circumstance that shall not happen more than two 
times a contract year in the case of any Producer who pro- 
duces forty pictures a year or more, and not more than once 
a year in the case of any Producer who produces less than 
forty pictures a year, the Guild will give a waiver that will 
allow stars and featured players to the extent of three in a 
cast to be non-members. This qualification only applies 
during the first five years of this contract. 


CHECKING BY THE GUILD 


Each Producer shall give the Guild full opportunity to 
check the peformance of this paragraph, including access to 
sets, but the Guild’s checking shall be done in such a manner 
as not to interfere with production. The Guild agrees that 
(1) it will accept as a member of the Guild any actor the 
Producer wishes to employ, subject to the imposition of 
reasonable terms in the case of members suspended by the 
Guild, or Actors’ Equity Association, or the British Actors’ 
Equity Association; (II) it will not impose unreasonable 
initiation fees, dues or assessments ‘exclusive of fines and 
penalties), and if the Producers claim a violation by the 
Guild of the provisions of this sentence, such question shall 
be determined by the committees provided for in paragraph 
14 hereof and if such committees cannot agree the matter 
shall be settled by arbitration in accordance with the arbi- 
tration provisions of said paragraph 14. It is the intention 
hereof to prevent the Guild from closing its books so as to 
prevent any person who wishes to act in motion pictures 
from joining the Guild. Nothing in the preceding sentence 
shall limit the right of the Guild to discipline or suspend or 
expel a member or to refuse to re-admit him. The Guild 
agrees, however, that if it suspends or expels a member who 
is under contract to a Producer, or if a member resigns, the 
suspension, expulsion or resignation shall not affect the 
player’s obligation to perform any existing contract or con- 
tracts with any producer or producers or such producer’s or 
producers’ right to demand performance, except with the 
producers’ consent. Subject to the qualifications hereinbefore 
in all of this paragraph 2 set forth, the Producer agrees that 
in every future contract it enters into with an actor the 
actor shall agree that the actor shall be a member of the 
Guild in good standing and shall remain so for the duration 
of the contract; it being the intent hereof that any Producer 
may, without including such agreement, sign a star or 
featured player during such five-year period who refuses to 
become a member of the Guild, provided that in no event 
shall a Producer have in its employ stars or featured players 
not belonging to the Guild to the extent of more than ten 
percent of the total number of stars and featured players in 
its employ; and provided, further, that a greater number of 
stars and featured players may not appear in any production 
than is provided for in subdivisions (b), (c) and (d) of this 
paragraph 2. No breach by a member of the Guild of his 
obligations to the Guild shall give such member a defense 
to any Producer’s right to enforce an existing contract against 
such member. 

3. Each Producer agrees that the following conditions 
shall govern the employment of all extra players employed 
by the Producer and shall become a part of the contract 
with the extra player namely: 

(a) The rules governing extras contained in the Motion 
Picture Code under the National Recovery Act and the rules 
enacted pursuant thereto and the rules under California 
Industrial Welfare Commission Order No. 16-A shall become 
and are a part of this contract except as specifically to the 
contrary herein provided. The rules in said Order No. 16-A 
shall be extended so far as this contract is concerned to cover 
men. 

(b) The $3.20 check for extras is abolished. 

(c) The minimum pay per day for any extra player shall 
be $5.50. The minimum weekly rate for extras employed 
on a weekly basis shall be five times the daily rate for a 
six-day week. This applies to all extras and not merely the 
extras receiving $5.50 per day. 

(d) The wage scale in force contained in the Motion Pic- 
ture Code under the National Recovery Act and in the rules 
enacted pursuant thereto shall be increased ten percent for 
all classes of extra players receiving thereunder up to and 
including $15.00 per day. 


STAND-INS MINIMUM 


(e) The minimum compensation for stand-ins shall be 
$33.00 per week (six working days), or $6.50 per day. 

(f) Straight time shall be paid for time actually consumed 
in traveling to and from location. Compensation for travel- 
ing time, however, shall not exceed one day's pay in any 
twenty-four hours. Travel time which occurs during the 
period for which the extra is compensated may be deducted 
from travel time. 

(g) The Guild asked for the abolition of ‘weather permit- 
ting’ calls. The Producers have refused this, and the parties 
have agreed that the committees hereinafter in paragraph 14 
provided for shall work out rules governing such calls which 
shall correct any present inequities in the situation which 
may exist. Likewise such committee shall work out clarifica- 
tions and adjustments of the National Recovery Act rules 
for extras. 

(h) The term ‘extra player’ or ‘extras’ includes stand-ins, 
dancers, cowboys and all other classifications included under 
the term as used in the motion picture code under the Na- 
tional Industrial Recovery Act and the rules enacted pur- 
suant thereto or under Industrial Order No. 16-A herein- 
before referred to, except stunt men who are specially 
treated in this agreement. In the case of locations three 
hundred miles or more from Los Angeles or from the studio 
base of operation of the picture, the Guild agrees to issue 
permits exempting persons who would otherwise be classified 
as ‘extras’ hereunder from this agreement. The committecs 
referred to in paragraph 14 shall immediately work out other 
proper exemptions such as the armed forces of the United 
States, and a case of a military academy used as a back- 
ground, for which the Guild will also agree to issue like 
permits. In the case that the committees cannot agree, the 
matter will be settled by arbitration and the decision of the 
arbitrators when rendered shall be incorporated in this 
agreement and become a part hereof. The Guild will also 
issue permits exempting persons who would otherwise be 
‘extras’ under this agreement from this agreement for all 
shots made in the Republic of Mexico or the City or Port of 
San Diego. In the event that children of tender years are 
unable legally to join the Guild, the Guild will issue the 
necessary permits so that any Producer will not be hampered 
in using children in any production. The committees shall 
also determine what shall be done in regard to extras of 
the type of freaks, dwarfs, fire-eaters, and similar types. 

(i) All compensation paid to extras employed by the 
Producers through any agency shall be net to the extra 
except for such deductions or withholdings as may from time 
to time be provided by law; it being agreed that the Pro- 
ducers and not the extra shall bear the agency fee for 
obtaining employment and that the extra shall not -be re- 
quired by the Producers to pay such agency fee, directly or 
indirectly. 

4. The Producers agree that reasonable access to the 
records of Central Casting Corporation or any agency used 
by the Producers, or any of them, for the employment of 
extras shall be afforded to the Guild. The agency referred 
to in the preceding sentence means only an agency used 
regularly or customarily by one or more Producers perform- 
ing for such Producer or Producers substantially the same 
function as Central Casting Corporation, and does not mean 
agencies used casually and not generatiy. Records do not 
include the financial records of the agency. 


MINIMUM FOR DAY PLAYERS 


5. Each Producer agrees that the following conditions 
shall govern the employment of all-day players employed 
by the Producer and shall become a part of the contract 
with the day player, namely: 

(a) Sections 1 to 12, inclusive, of the present rules govern- 
ing day players adopted by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences printed on pages 8 and 9 of The Academy 
Bulletin of February 11, 1935, shall become and are a part 
of this contract except as specifically to the contrary herein 
provided. 

(b) The arbitration provision in the Academy rules shall 
not govern, and the general arbitration clause hereinafter 
set forth shall apply. 

é (c) The minimum pay for day players shall be $25.00 per 


ay. 

(d) Straight time shall be paid for time actually con- 
sumed in traveling to and from location. Compensation for 
traveling time shall not exceed one day’s pay in any twenty- 
four hours. Travel time which occurs during the period for 
which the day player is compensated may be deducted from 
travel time. 

(e) The day player shall receive one-half of the daily pay 
agreed upon if he makes, or reports pursuant to call for, 
costume fittings or photographic or sound recording tests, 
and is not offered employment in the picture for which the 
fitting or test is made. 

(f{) The rule new in force in the industry that day players 
defintely engaged and not used receive a day’s pay shall 
continue in force. 

(g) Meal periods shall not be less than one-half nor more 
than one hour. 

(h) Weather permitting calls. Same provision applies as 
under the paragraph on the subject concerning extras. 

(i) Conversion to a weekly basis as specified in Rule 7 
of the Academy Bulletin of February 11, 1935, shall be the 
same except it shall be on the minimum terms for free-lance 
players hereinafter set forth and under the free-lance con- 
tract hereinafter described. 

(j) Stunt men shall receive a minimum pay of Thirty-five 
Dollars ($35.00) per day, but the conditions concerning day 
players shall not apply to stunt men. The Committees here- 
inafter referred to in paragraph 14 shall work out rules 
covering the working conditions of stunt men and if said 
committees cannot agree, the matter shall be settled by 
arbitration and the determination of said committees or said 
arbitration from the date thereof shall become a part of this 
contract. Stunt men shall only be classified as such on the 
days when they are performing stunts. 


FREE LANCES 


6. The term ‘free lance players’ as used herein shall mean 
players employed for a specific picture, on a weekly basis 
and at a weekly salary in excess of $65.00 per week. The 
Producers agree that the following conditions shall govern 
the employment of all free-lance players employed by the 
Producers and shall become a part of the contract of the 
free-lance player, namely: 

‘a) One picture employment for free-lance players shall 
be at a weekly rate of compensation with a guaranty of at 
least one week’s employment under the minimum contract 
hereinafter specified. The purpose of the foregoing is to 
entirely eliminate the so-called ‘deal contract,’ except that 
a ‘deal contract’ may be made with any free-lance player who 
receives $20,000.00 or more per picture. 

_(b) If the contract referred to in (c) hereafter is de- 
livered by any Producer to any player and if the same is 
executed without alteration by the player and is so returned 
to the Producers by noon of the next succeeding business day 
after its delivery to the player, it shall thereupon constitute 
a contract binding on both parties even though not executed 
by the Producer, but the Producer on demand shall deliver 
a signed copy to the player. 

(c) The Producer shall execute with the player a written 
contract containing the terms of the contract printed on pages 
4-7, inclusive, of the Bulletin of The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences of February 11, 1935, except said 
contract shall be changed as follows: 

I. Paragraph 15 concerning arbitration shall be omitted, 


and the substance of the Guild arbitration clause herein. 
after in this contract set forth shall be substituted. 

II. In respect to paragraph 27 concerning general right of 
terrnination, in every case of termination of the contract 
prior to the commencement of the term, the Producer shal} 
be liable for compensation during the minimum guaranteeq 
period, but if the player receives other employment during 
such period, the compensation received by the player from 
such other employment shall be applied in reduction of the 
Producer's liability. Said contract shall be changed ac. 
cordingly. 

1II, With respect to paragraph 31, the rules of the 
Academy therein specified shall not apply, but the corre. 
sponding rules of this contract with respect to day play ers 
shall apply. Said contract shall be modified according}y_ 

IV. With respect to free lance players receiving less than 
$200.00 per weck, the player shall receive straight pay for 
overtime in excess of fifty-four hours worked in any week 
beginning with the commencement of the contract, and con. 
tinuing from week to week, and prorated in case of a pro 
rata week. The overtime shall be paid on the basis of 1 48th 
of the weekly salary for each hour or fraction of an hour 
worked in any week in excess of 54 hours, and in case of a 
pro rata week the 54 hours shall be prorated accordingly 
Hours of work shall be computed in accordance with Rule 
2 (a) on page 8 of the Academy Bulletin of February 11 
1935, which rule has been previously incorporated herein 
for day players. Nothing herein, however, shall limit the 
free lance player’s right to a twelve-hour rest period and 
to holidays as granted by paragraphs 18 and 19 of page 6 
of said Academy Bulletin of February 11, 1935, and incor- 
porated herein. The rights granted hereunder are additional 
a cumulative. Said contract shall be modified accord- 
inely. 

V. The heading of said contract shall be changed to read 
as follows: “Screen Actors Guild Minimum Contract for Free 
Lance Players—Continuous Employment—Weekly Basis— 
Weekly Salary—One Week Minimum Employment.” In bold 
face type at the top of the contract shall be printed the fol- 
lowing: ‘The actor may not waive any provision of this 
— without the written consent of the Screen Actors 

uild. 

7. Reasonable access shall be afforded the Guild to the 
records of the Call Bureau or to any similarly constituted 
substitute owned or controlled by any Producer therefor. 


MINIMUM FOR STOCK PLAYERS 


8. The Producer agrees that every contract hereafter en- 
tered into with a stock player shall conform to the follow- 
ing rules and contain in substance the following terms, which 
shall be a part of such contract whether or not contained 
therein: 

(a) The minimum rate of salary for stock players shall 
be $50.00 per week. 

(b) Return transportation shall be furnished the stock 
player, if brought to California from outside the state, if his 
salary is less than $75.00 a week, if he does not secure other 
employment in or about Los Angeles, California, and if his 
return trip is commenced within fifteen days after the termi- 
nation of his employment by the Producer, 

(c) Where a contract to employ a stock player has been 
executed, the player shall not be required to work without 
compensation after the date of the execution of the contract 
or after the commencement of employment thereunder. This 
includes a prohibition against free tests for stock players 
after the date of the execution of such contract or after the 
commencement of employment thereunder. Option test 
agreements are not to be construed as contracts to employ, 

(d) The suspension period specified in the ‘Acts of God’ 
clause of stock players contracts shall be limited to four 
weeks; provided, however, that Producers shall have the 
right to continue such suspension from week to week not 
exceeding eight additional weeks at one-half salary. 

(e) The cancellation period specified in the illness clause 
shall not be less than a period or aggregate of periods of 
three weeks per year. 

(f) Lay-offs shall be for at least one consecutive week, 
subject to recall for retakes and added scenes. Any lay-off 
period falling at the end of a contract period may be for a 
shorter time. 

9. Every contract hereafter entered into by a Producer 
with a contract player shall embody the substance of sub- 
paragraphs (e) and (f) of paragraph 8 hereof, and such terms 
shall be deemed to be contained therein whether so specific- 
ally incorporated therein or not. 

10. No Producer shall after the termination of the play- 
er’s employment prevent such player from continuing the 
use of any stage or screen name used by such player. The 
name of a role owned or created by the Producer, such as 
Tarzan or Charlie Chan, belongs to the Producer and not to 
the actor. 

11. Stock players and term contract players, if required 
to render services on New Year’s Day, Decoration Day, July 
Fourth, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day or Christmas. or if 
required to render services on either the Sunday immediately 
preceding or the Sunday immediately succeeding any such 
holiday shall be entitled to an additional one-sixth of the 
weekly rate. The foregoing, however, shall not apply to 
stock players or contract players whose compensation is paid 
to them on a picture basis, or whose contract provides the 
maximum number of pictures in which such actor can be 
employed per year or other specified period. 


GUILD MUST CONSENT 


12. The Producers agree that no waiver by any actor of 
any term of this contract shall be requested of the actor or 
effective unless the consent of the Guild to the making of 
such request and such waiver is first had and obtained. Such 
consent may be oral but the Guild agrees that all oral waiv- 
ers will be confirmed by it in writing. The Guild further 
agrees that upon being notified by any Producer that a com- 
pany is going on location, it will appoint a deputy to be with 
the company on location, with full power to grant such waiv- 
ers. The Guild further agrees that it will maintain a twenty- 
four hour service at Los Angeles, California, for the giving 
of ree in accordance with the provisions of this para- 
graph. 

13. The term of this contract shall be ten years from the 
date hereof. On April 1st of each calendar year during this 
contract, commencing in 1938, a meeting will be held at Los 
Angeles. California, between a committee to be appointed 
by the Guild and a committee to be appointed by the Pro- 
ducers. The said committees shall at said meeting discuss 
such modifications of this agreement as may be suggested 
by either committee, and submit recommendations to the 
Guild and to the Producers, and if such recommendations 
are concurred in by the Guild and the Producers, they shall 
become a part of this contract. If the committees cannot 
reach an agreement, either committee may demand arbitra- 
tion on the following subjects, and on the following sub- 
jects only, namely: 

(a) Minimum salaries for extras, day players, stunt men 
and stock players. 

‘b) Hours of labor for actors receiving $500.00 a week 
or under. This includes actors employed by the day recciv- 
ing $83.33 per day or under. 

The arbitration shall be by a Board of three arbitrators, 
one chosen by the Guild, one by the Producers and the third 
jointly chosen, and in default of agreement the third arbi- 
trator shall be chosen by the Board of Directors of the 
American Arbitration Association. The decision of the arbi- 
trators on the subjects hereinbefore permitted to be arbi- 
trated shall be final and the conditions imposed by such 
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‘tration relating to such subjects shall become a part of 
ae agreement from the time of the decision of the arbitra- 
tors or trom such time as the arbitrators shall decide that 
they shall become effective. 


INTERPRETATION COMMITTEE 


14. The Guild shall forthwith appoint a committee and 
the Producers shall forthwith appoint a committee to per- 
form the functions specified in subdivisions (g) and (h) of 
paragraph 3, subdivisions (h) and (j) of paragraph 5, para- 
graph 25 and paragraph 29 of this agreement. In default of 
agreement between the two committees the matters left open 
for clarification and further definition in said paragraphs 
shall be settled by arbitration by a board of three arbitrators, 
one chosen by the Guild, one by the Producers and the third 
jointly chosen, and in default of agreement, the third arbi- 
trator shall be chosen by the Board of Directors of the 
American Arbitration Association. The decision of the arbi- 
trators on the subjects to be arbitrated under this paragraph 
shall be final and the conditions and definitions fixed by them 
shall become a part of this agreement from the date of the 
decision oi the arbitrators, or trom such date as they shall 
fix in said decision for the conditions and definitions to be- 
come effective. ‘ 

15. The Guild agrees that during the term hereof it will 
not call or engage in a strike affecting motion picture pro- 
duction against any Producer signatory hereto, and will order 
its members to perform their contracts with the Producers 
signatory hereto even though other persons or groups of 
persons are on strike. ; 

16. A joint concilation committee of four, two to be ap- 
pointed by the Guild and two by the Producers shall sit 
within seven days after cali to attempt to conciliate any dis- 
pute between any Producer and any actor with respect to 
which dispute arbitration is herein provided for. If concilia- 
tion fails all such disputes shall be settled by arbitration 
in accordance with the laws of the state of California, to be 
supplemented or modified by such rules as may be agreed 
upon by a committee to be appointed by the Producers and 
a similar committee to be appointed by the Guild. Pending 
the agreement of such committee the arbitration shall be by 
three arbitrators, ane to be selected by the Guild, one other 
by the Producers, and the third to be chosen by the two first 
selected. In the event of the inability of the first two arbi- 
trators to agree upon the selection of the third, the third 
arbitrator shall be designated by the American Arbitration 
Association. It is understood that this agreement provides 
for arbitration only in the case of extras, stunt men, day 
players, and free lance players. Recognizing with respect 
to stock players and contract players the desirability of 
arbitration in connection with disputes not involving the 
right of termination of the contract or the right to injunctive 
relief, the joint committee provided for in paragraph 14 will 
endeavor to work out and recommend the adoption by the 
signatories of a proper basis for the arbitration of such dis- 

utes, but such basis shall not be the subject of arbitration. 
The Guild and the Producers agree to cooperate in facilitat- 
ing the prompt settlement of disputes without resort to the 
machinery provided for in this paragraph. Any complaint 
may be presented for any member of the Guild by the 
Guild. The Producers agree not to discriminate in any way 
against an actor presenting a complaint. 

17. All future contracts entered into by the Producers 
shall, in so far as they are affected by any of the provisions 
hereof, be deemed to include such applicable provisions for 
the benefit of the actors or Producers who are parties thereto. 
This contract may be referred to as the ‘Producer-Screen 
Actors Guild Basic Minimum Contract of 1937.’ 


BETTER TERMS 


18. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to pre- 
vent any actor from negotiating with and obtaining from 
any Producer better terms than are herein provided for. 

19. This contract does not apply to contracts now existing 
between the Producers and actors. Within sixty days after 
receipt by the Guild of the written notice provided for in 
Paragraph 2 hereof any actor under such written contract 
who is or has become a member of the Guild may give the 
Producer written notice that he elects to come under the 
terms of this contract and thereupon he shall be subject to 
the terms hereof applicable to such contract and such terms 
hereof shall be deemed incorporated in the existing contract 
between the Producers and actors. Within sixty days after 
conflicting provisions in said contract. Any actor notifying 
any Producr, pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph, 
of the actor's election to come under the terms of this con- 
tract, by such election agrees that any resignation from the 
Guild, or suspension or expulsion by the Guild, shall be 
equivalent to a failure, refusal or neglect on the part of 
such actor to comply with his existing contract with the 
Producer and shall give to the Producer the same rights and 
remedies as are provided in such existing contract in the 
event of failure, refusal or neglect by the actor to comply 
with his obligations thereunder. 

20. This contract shall be ineffective for any purpose as 
to any corporate Producer until ratified by the Board of Di- 
rectors of such Producer, except in the following respects, 
namely: 

(a) Subject to the qualifications herein above in paragraph 
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2 set forth, the Producer agrees that from and after the date 
hereof every contract it enters into with an actor for a period 
of twelve (12) weeks or more, or which gives the Producer 
an option on the services of the actor fot a period of twelve 
(12) weeks or more, shall provide that the actor agrees that 
the actor shall be a member of the Guild in good standing 
and shall remain so for the duration of said contract. 

‘b) Beginning June 1, 1937, the Producers shall operate 
under the terms of this contract. On or before June 10, 1937, 
each Producer shall notify the Guild in writing whether or 
not its Board of Directors has ratified this contract. If a 
Producer notifies the Guild that its Board of Directors has 
ratified the contract, then from and after such date the con- 
tract shall be in fyll force and effect, except that the June 
1, 1937, commencernent date of working conditions shall still 
apply. If the Producer notifies the Guild that the Board of 
Directors has refused to ratify this contract, then imme- 
diately this contract shall be ineffective for all purposes. 

21. Subject to the limitations hereinabove in paragraph 2 
set forth. nothing herein shall be so construed as to prohibit 
the Guild from disciplining its members under rules and 
regulations to be established by it, but the imposition by 
the Guild of such discipline, shall in no manner or to any 
extent deprive the Producer of such rights as it may have 
under any contract with any player who may be subject to 
discipline or from enforcing the provisions thereof as against 
any such player. 

22. With respect to all pictures in production on the date 
on which this agreement goes into effect, the Guild will issue 
all permits necessary to avoid interference with production. 

23. This agreement shall be binding on the signatories 
hereto and all parties who by reason of mergers, consolida- 
tions, reorganizations, sale, assignment or the like. shall suc- 
ceed to or become entitled to a substantial part of the pro- 
duction business of any signatory. Each Producer agrees 
that its signature to this agreement shall likewise bind sub- 
sidiary and controlicd companies engaged in the production 
of motion pictures to the terms of this agreement. This 
agreement may be executed in any number of counterpart 
originals, each counterpart to have the same effect and all 
such counterparts shall be construed together as one agree- 


ment. 
EFFECTIVE IN NEW YORK 


24. With respect to motion picture production in and 
around the city of New York, New York, by any Producer 
such motion picture. production shall be exempt from this 
agreement until the Guild establishes a New York office, at 
which time it will come under the terms of this agreement. 

25. The operation of this agreement shall be limited to 
motion picture production within the territorial limits of 
continental United States of America exclusive of Alaska, 
provided, however, that the committees provided for in para- 
graph 14 shall attempt to work out rules covering motion 
picture production outside the United States of America by 
any Producer and if the committees cannot agree the mat- 
ter shall be settled by arbitration and the agreement of the 
committees or the decision of the arbitrators shall become a 
part of this agreement in like manner as provided in para- 
graph 14. 

26. In the event that children of tender years are unable 
legally to join the Guild, the Guild will issue the necessary 
permits so that any Producer will not be hampered in using 
children in any production. 

27. The Guild agrees that if there is anything in its articles 
of incorporation or its by-laws which wil! prevent it from 
performing its obligations hereunder that it will take proper 
steps to amend such articles or by-laws so as io correct any 
such defect, and the Guild further agrees that during the 
term of this agreement it will not adopt any code for actors 
or any amendment to its articles or by-laws which will be 
in conflict with its obligations under this agreement. The 
Guild agrees that it will cause its by-laws to be amended 
to provide that each of its members shall be bound by the 
provisions of this agreement. 


ADMISSION OF NEW COMPANIES 


28. Any person now or hereafter engaged in the business 
of producing motion pictures in the United States shall be 
afforded the opportunity of becoming signatory to this agree- 
ment either by signing this agreement or counterparts 
thereof. Nothing herein contained is intended nor shall it 
be construed as intended to prevent the Guild from entering 
into contracts with any such persons on terms more favor- 
able to such persons than are afforded to the signatories 
hereto. 

29. Unless otherwise specifically defined herein terms shall 
be given their common meaning in the motion picture in- 
dustry. ‘Actor’ includes ‘extra. The masculine gender 
includes the feminine and neuter, and the singular number 
the plural, when such construction is a reasonable one. ‘Day 
player’ is a player employed by the day other than an extra 
or stunt man. A ‘stock player’ is a player employed for 
more than a specific picture and for a term of at least twelve 
weeks (with or without lay-offs) who receives less than 
$150.00 a week. A ‘contract player’ is a player employed 
not for a specific picture but for a term of at least twelve 
weeks (with br without lay-offs) who receives $150.00 a week 
or more. The committees referred to in paragraph 14 hereof 


LEON & EDDIE'S 
WON'T BE IN 
50D ST. 








‘Madame . 


ture title. 


Going out to join various other 
,;night club entertainers who are in 


horseback 


Walter Wanger’s ‘52nd Street,’ Jack 
White of the Club 18, and Pat Har- 
_rington, who works with him there, 


‘Ebb Tide’ 
got under 
|with E. 


!clusion in tne piciure have failed, 
even after he reduced his guarantee 
from eight weeks to five. He wants 


guarantee of eight weeks in Holly- 
wood or $40,000, later reducing it to 
a $25,000 guarantee. Inability to 


THAT MAN’S HERE 


Ken Murray Sues Warners for Using 
His “Trademark’ 


ipeiechelali ’ 
Hollywood, May 25. IN UJ S BLOCK 
Damages of $100,000 are asked in a 


suit filed by Ken Murray against 
Warners for 
| “That Man’s Here Again’ as a pic- 


Radio comedian claims to have 
pace oad originated the phrase, which is his| for 1937-'38 provides for 12 top 
theatric trademark, he says. 


Hollywood preparing to go _ into Emanuel Cohen Shoves 
Ofn ‘On Such a Night’ used, 40 pictures will be sold. 
» 


Added to the cast of Paramount's 
a Night’ last week were 
Coast and will be followed toward Karen Morley, Alan Mowbray. Ros- 


the end of this week by Stuff Smith coe Karns and Milli Monti and pic 
way yesterday (Mon.) 


Efforts to get together with Eddie’ gfmanuel Cohen 


while Hatha- pavis of Leon & Eddie’s for his in- 


Screenplay is by Doris Malloy and 
at Sea.’ but 


W. Lipman from an original by Mor- | 
ley P. Cassidy, John D. Klorer and 
S. S. Field. 


MG’s Ruby Mercer | 


the Coast to start her first picture on | 


ae ay ja rr 


shall work out appropriate rules for actors who do not come 
within any of the foregoing definitions or within the defini- 
tion of a ‘free lance player’ hereinabove in paragraph 6 
set forth and the same provision as to agreement and arbi- 
tration shall apply as in other cases to be determined by 
the committees under paragraph 14. 

30. Wherever provision is made herein for the appoint- 
ment by the Producers of committees or arbitrators such ap- 
pointment shall be made by the mutual consent of the Pro- 
ducers signatory hereto, However, if any such Producer 
shail not agree as to any such appointment, such Producer, 
either separately or jointly with any other Producer or Pro- 
ducers who are unable to so agree, may appoint committees 
or arbitrators, as the case may be, of its or their own choos- 
ing, and in such event the committees or arbitrators so sep- 
arately appointed shall function for and in behalf and only 
for and in behalf of the Producer or Producers who shall 
have made such separate appointment, and the discussions, 
negotiations and arbitrations with respect to which such 
separate appointment shall have been made shall, as to the 
Producer or Producers who shall have made such separate 
appointment, be conducted with the committee or arbitrator 
so separately appointed, and the agreement or decision 
reached thereunder shall be binding upon the Guild and the 
Producer or Producers who shall have made such separate 
appointment but upon no other Producer or Producers. The 
Guild in such a case may appoint a separate committee or 
arbitrator, as the case may be, to deal with each separate 
committee or arbitrator appointed by the respective Pro- 
ducers but need not do so, and if it so desires may designate 
one committee and arbitrator to deal with the several com- 
mittees or arbitrators of the several Producers. Arbitration 
as herein referred to does not mean the kind of arbitration 
covered in paragraph 16. 

31. Except as joint action by the Producers in the appoint- 
men of committees or arbitrators is provided herein (but 
limited by paragraph 30) this agreement shall be construed 
as a separate agreement between the Guild and each Pro- 
ducer signatory hereto, and it is expressly agreed that no 
default or breach of this agreement by any Producer shall 
constitute a default or breach hereunder by, or impose 
liability on, any other Producer, and it is further expressly 
agreed that a default of the Guild as to one Producer shall 
not constitute a default of the Guild as to any other Pro- 
ducer. This agreement is a several agreement as to each 
Producer, and is not joint and several. 


PERMITS WITHOUT COST 


32. Whenever the Producers are entitled hereunder to a 
permit or waiver from the Guild, the Guild agrees to issue 
the same without cost, 

33. News reels, travelogues, news and sports commenta- 
tors and persons rendering similar services in short subjects 
shall be exempted from the operation of this agreement; 
provided, however, that the committees provided for in para- 
graph 14 shall attempt to work out rules governing such 
production and persons, and if the committees cannot agree 
the matter shall be settled by arbitration and the agreement 
of the committees or the decision of the arbitrators shall 
become a part of this agreement in like manner as provided 
in paragraph 14. 

34. In any arbitration pursuant to the provisions of this 
agreement, the decision of a majority of the arbitrators shall 
be final, and such decision shall be in writing. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have executed 
this instrument. 
HAL ROACH STUDIOS, INC., 

By Hal E. Roach, President. 
R.K.O.-RADIO PICTURES, INC., 

By Samuel J. Briskin, Vice-President. 
PARAMOUNT PICTURES, INC., 

By Henry Herzbrun, Vice-President. 
WARNER BROS. PICTURES, INC. 

By Herbert Freston, Assistant Secretary. 
TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX FILM CORPORATION, 

By Joseph M. Schenck, Chairman. 
METRO-GOLDWYIN-MAYER CORPORATION, 

By Louis B. Mayer, Vice-President. 

UNIVERSAL PICTURES CoO., INC., 
By J. P. Normanly, Vice-President. 
WALTER WANGER PRODUCTIONS, INC. 

By Loyd Wright, Secretary. 

SELZNICK INTERNATIONAL, PICTURES, INC., 

By Loyd Wright, Secretary. 

B. P. SCHULBERG PICTURES, INC., 
By B. P. Schulberg. 
MAJOR PICTURES CORPORATION, 

By Loyd Wright, Secretary. 

COLUMBIA PICTURES CORPORATION OF CALIFORe 

NIA, LTD., 

By Harry Cohn, President. E 
SAMUEL GOLDWYIN, INC., LTD., 

By Samuel Goldwyn, President. 

Attest: 
Kenneth Thompson, 
Secretary. 
SCREEN ACTORS GUILD, INC.,, 
By Robert Montgomery. 


12 PCT. PICS 
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the announced use of ee 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Sales policy set-up for Universal 


bracket percentage pictures.  Dis- 
tributing forces will offer company’s 
50 features in bulk, excepting that 
in situations where westerns are not 


Percentage pictures number two 
more than during the current sea- 
son, not all of which, however, were 
delivered. 


Hollywood, May 25. 


At the closing session of last week's 
U sales convention here, distributing 
organization presented James R, 
Grainger, general sales manager, 
with a platinum diamond-studded 
watch. 





Dupont directing for | 


Formerly was. titled | ° 
‘May Robson Quits MG; 


Freelances at Warners 


Ruby Mercer, who has been given | : 
by M-G-M. is due on} Holly wood, May 25. 


May Robson wound up her Metro 
; contract last week and went into 


viven a leave of absence | ‘The Perfect Specimen’ at Warners 


Sweet Fingers Johnson, Jerry Co-| for two months to allow time for | 4% her first freelance job. 


at the Metropolitan! Metro released her a week early 
| so she could take on the WB job. 
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DREAMING LIPS 


VARIETY 


7 ‘ 
(BRITISH MADE) (MUSICAL) 

United Artists release of Max Schae hi Paramount release of a Fanchon produce | 
Production, Sars Elisabeth Bergner Fea- tion. Directed by Lewis Seiler, Story, Mil- | 
tures Raymond Massey and Romney Brent. | gved Harrington; adaptation, Marguerite | 
Directed by Paul Czinner. Adaptation DY | Ronerts, Harlan Ware, Paul Gerard Smith; 
Carl Maver from play ‘Melo.’ by Henri | masie and lyrics, Sam Coslow; camer: red 
Bernstein technical supervision and e6- | -perziaff, At Paramount, N. Y., week May 
@irection, Lee Garmes: camera, Roy Clark. | 19, °37, Running time, 79 mins 
At Rivoli, N. ¥.. week May 1%, “87. Run- | ehiott Dinwiddy.......... Charlie Ruggles 
ning time, 70 mins. Caroline Wilson........-- Eleanore Whitney 
Gaby... sos. o00s0eus ee UDR OREM DCTEROr i Daren WOR; ox o000<04 ese fohnny Downs 
Miguel del VavO..sseeeees Raymond Massey | Kenny Baker..........-+- Kenny Baker 
WOOT... ccc crecccasdocceeseses Romney Brent | Phil Harris nd Orchestra 
Christine... oe Joyce Pland | luke... a ee ; Ben Blue 
Mrs. Stanway...........Sydney Fairbrother | Myrtle Tweep........e.-+e4 Murjorie Gateson 
Dr. Wilson ceee Fisher White | fTruelove Spencer......0-.-.. Grady Sutton 
The Philosopher.........- Donald Calthrep | Detective Dugan......... Romo Vincent 
Hiis Frien Ronald shiner Dr. Wakefield Andrew Tombes 

—_—__ Matate JOMOOs 6.6 ccicie Consiance Bergen 

The easiest way to say it is prob- | Mr. Perkins Franklin Pat yoo n 
the A lhee« <j eTs pecialtV 

ably the most direct: this is not &@ | Specialty Act Flovd Ch Hal Coul 

i » Liss so " c ac fhe Fanchonettes / Special 

good picture. Miss Bergner is a eal Oe  riiiias 
lovely as ever to look upon, but pic- | Photexgrapher... Pat West 
tures like this won't do her much ee ; 
sood. It’s not only above the head As a musical “Turn Off the Moon 
0a, ts ho I a ve 1e@% s : " 
£ 3 is what it was originally charted for, 
of average film-goers in content, but | Grade B ranking. Its comedy assets 
no welti enougn mace oO a into are 7 aries iggies anc m? 
t 1] ! le to fall t Charl Ruggles and Ben Blue 


the artistic flop division, which seems 
to have become so desirable lately. 


Story is one of which Miss Berg- 


ner and her husband, who directs all | 


her films, seem to be especially fond. 
They did it once before. in Germany, 


in German and English versions. 
Latter was very bad, although the 
German version did some business. 


Play from which it was taken. Henri ' 
Rernstein’s ‘Melo,’ a dud on 
Broadway, although it did very well 
abroad. 

Like most Bernstein plays it 
psych: logical in intent, a study in the 
mental realm of a woman involved 
in an offside sex adventure. Miss 
Bergner is very much in love with | 
her husband, Romney Brent. a musi- | 
cian. She meets his friend, Raymond 
Massey, a famous violinist, and it is 
immediately one of those things. She 
can’t resist Massey, nor can he resist 
her. He goes to America: she is to 
tell her husband about it all and fol- 
low. But the husband falls ill and | 
she has to nurse him. She can’t tell 
him. She can't follow her heart's 
dictates. She has to linger and suffer. 


Was 
is } 


So, not knowing how to get out 
of the mess, she leaps into the | 
Thames. Cute? | 

A typical European triangle and | 


handled that way, tortuously. There 
isn’t a breath of relief or compromise. 
The misery is simply piled on. They 
won't go for that over here. 

Nor is the casting too successful. | 
Miss Bergner continues that tor- | 
tured gamin illusion she does so well, | 
but it is beginning to wear thin. | 
Brent, as the husband, is fine, but 
Raymond Massey, as the other man, 
is hard to believe. His is a good per- 
formance in itself, but not as related 
to the rest of the picture. 

Technically this is a good job. 
photography and physical production 
being standard. An expensive pic- 
ture, too, and looks it despite the 
simplicity of the story. Kouf. 


Universal production and release. Stars | 
John Boles and Doris Nolan. Associate 
producer, E. M. Asher, Directed by Kddie 
Buzzell, Screen play, F, Hugh Herbert 


and Lynn Starling. 
man Krasna. 
film editor, 


From original by Nor- 
Photography, Merrit Gerstad: 
Philip Cahn; musical director, 


Charlies Previn. Special effects, John P. 
Fulton. At Roxy, N. Y., week May 21, °37,. 
Running time, 73 mins. 

| BL POPeeeea Tree John Boles 
ee Ba eee Doris Nolan 
WURNOr DAMIER, .0i.knsccceeasa Walter Pidgeon 
Princess Cherry Bouladoff...... Tala Birell 
WO 6 5.005 40dlbw ed ncteaniecd Alan Mowbray 
Ns Chen. dk be weAGnSC és Katherine Alexander 
wmlas TamGOwthe . 6oscccvcces ce Esther Ralston 





The office secretary who marries 
| boss to keep him out of girl and 

nancial trouble. Placed where it 
belongs, this one will slide by if too 
much is not expected of it. 

Picture gives audiences 
look at Doris Nolan, young dramatic 
actress who attracted some attention 
in New York two seasons ago. Her 
role here calls for light comedy. It 
is a part not exactly suited, for her 
talent is on the sterner side. She 
shows to advantage in the more seri- 
ous moments. Universal has plugged 
Miss Nolan hard in an effort to 
make her name mean something. She 


is still waiting. however, for a dra- | 


matic story. Her last previous start 
was in ‘Top of the Town.’ 

John Boles walks through a char- 
acterization which is none too clear- 
ly defined in the script. and sup- 
porting parts are played by Alan 
Mowbray, Walter Pidgeon and Tala 
Birell. 

All marriage for convenience films 
contain, at some point, a bit of bed- 
room feinting and sparring, but since 
neither of the two main characters 
here seem to care very much what 
happens after the lights go out, the 
audience is in the same frame of 
mind, 

Eddie Buzzell has directed better 
comcdies than this one, so it is prob- 
able that he. too. is manacled by an 
uneven script. There couldn't have 
been very much to start with. 

Production values are good and 
the seitings by John Harkrider and 
J. M. Smith are in excellent taste. 
Phoicgraphy splendid and _ the 
musical accompaniment sooue. 

in, 


is 





Herbert on Pons Yarn 
Hollywood, May 25. 
F. Hugh Herbert is scripting ‘Music 
for Madame,’ Lily Pons starrer, at 
RKO. 
Jesse L. Lasky produces. 


‘TURN 


| Miss 
| turns besides taps. 
| photographed, however. 


|all right. 


| 





another | 





OFF THE MOON 


but the score is one of Sam Coslow’s 
weaker jobs. Story is no great shakes, 
and picture is the first under the 
Fanchon banner. 

‘Moon’ evolves Ruggles and Blue 
into a pair of cronies. Ruggles is the 
proprietor of a department store and 
Blue, the night watchman. Assort- 
ment of hokum to which the film 


becomes heir stems from Ruggles’ 
personal life and business career 
being dependent on his horoscope 


and the advice of his pet astrologer, 
Andy Tombes. 

Johnny Downs and Eleanore Whit- 
ney are the younger romantic two- 
some, with their assignment to the 
store’s honeymoon cottage serving as 
a source of complications, songs and 
dance numbers. Downs’ singing is 
fair enough and the dancing proves 
Whitney can do nice ballet 
She 
Store celebrates 


its 25th anniver- 


| sary by staging a musical show. This 


event serves as the picture’s finale. 


| Phil Harris and Kenny Baker. both 


of Jack Benny’s radio program, are 
spotted here for vocal interludes and 
But the smack incident 
in this sequence is Blue’s burlesque 
Russian stepping. 


Tombes gets some mirth into the | 


astrologer, Marjorie Gateson figures 
sprucely as Ruggles’ secretary-fian- 
cee, and Romo Vincent does an ex- 
cellent impersonation of Charles 
Laughton and ieads the ‘Jammin’ 
number nicely. Grady Sutton ac- 
counts for some chuckles as the boss’ 
nephew. 

‘Jammin’ and ‘Southern Hospital- 
ity’ seem best of the tunes. An ordi- 
nary picture ‘undistinguished as to 
direction and writing. Odec. 


Les Perles de la Couronne 


(‘Pearls of the Crown’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, May 13. 
Tobis 


release of a ‘Cimeas’ Serge Sand 
berg Production, Directed by Sacha Guitrs 
and Christian ftaque. Screen siory by Sacha 
Guitry. Music by Jean Francaix. Camera, 
Pierre Kruger. At the Marignan, Paris, 
May 12, ’37. Running time, 118 mins. 
Francoise Martin..,.....Jacqueline Delubac 
Jean Martin ........e.e0.-..Sacha Guitry 
yo eS eer eee Guitry 
Madeleine de la Tour d'Auvergne, 
Renee Saint-Cyr 
Pope Clement VII........ Ermetie Zacconi 
SOON , Wesieteeticnsucad tsa Romuald Joube 
Catherie de Medicis (little girl), 

Paulette Elambert 
ee ee ee ee Craven 
oe. Ree PTT TTT rT eer yy Lautner 
Henry VIIL  ...cccccoocee--lyn Harding 
Cardinal Wolsev eeeees- Percy Marmont 
Queen of Abyssinia..... bbe abieesses Arletty 
MN ROMO hitb escceeedeses Claude Dauphin 
Wee “SUE: oc0s ncasdenesardis Ponzio 


Catherine de Medicis (mature), 


Marguerite Moreno 


Queen Elizabeth .... .... Yvette Pienne 
BOOT BOURSES scccccccecsd Jacqueline Delubac 
A Femme du Mond.......... Lisette Lanvin 
An Industrial of the Midi.......... Rainu 
oe) Me Eee Aime Simon Girar 
Gabrielle d’Estreeés ..... Germaine Aussey 
BP TORPEY ccciscccvccecccas mone Resant 
A Woman of the People........... Danmiia 
eS PPT ere tee Ibi Mazzei 
on ee eee Sacha Guitry 
Josephine de Beauharnais, 
Jacqueline Delubac 
DORADRTIG cccicccas « Jean-Louis Barrault 
WO, ob bbc bG8 Reade bss RKO Pizani 
Queen Hortemse .......... Huguetie Duflos 
Napoleon JI .....6. Ob6.05 dascesices « Drain 
Napoleon ff ..............8acha Guitry 
Empress Eugenie ......Marguerite Moreno 
A. Feta Gtrt..ccccece eecces Rosine Derean 
|} A French Lady..... Coeccceres Cecile Sorel 
BR GMO cc ccccccs eccocces- lillie Granval 
An Ohl Man.... cece eesees-tean Coquelin 
| A Grand Duke,....... eoneces Gaston Dubose 





(In French, Italian, English) 
Guitry has outdone himself on this 
one. ‘Les Sept Perles de la Cour- 





| onne,’ whether intentionally or un- Hugo. 
| intentionally done, is one of those — 
ew the French call a melange. MELODY FOR TWO 
which means a mixture, and this . 
film is that and more. Warner Bi spe and l e 
* all ‘+ aks ul SPOS, roe 4 v ( release, 
If taken from a straight historical) reatures James Melton, Patricia Ellis 
presentation point of view then dis-| Marie Wilson, Fred Keating, Dick Purcell 
appointments will be encountered, + an . ‘ ~~ Louis King 
i . " = é Story; iehar Macauley; screenplay, 
as they will if only the eye for! George Bricker, Luci Ward, Joseph K- 
light comedy or drama is kept open.) Watson: production numbers, Robert 
That is where the melange comes in.) \reeland, musical director, Leo F. Fort. 
And because of that, combined with! *tt'm: c#mera. Arthur Todd, At Fox. Brook. 
: , . | lyn, dual, week May 21, °37. Running 
words which might call themselves! time. ¢o iwins. 58 
pageantry, unusualness, comedy and} Tod Weavet............0.00002 Tames Melton 
in sparse cases, farce, this picture| G#le Stale. ..........s000. Patricia iilis 
is headed to bring in returns both conn sheik behead ge ten 
here and abroad. SS WI caSis ses ston eaeeaa; Dick Purcell 
It’s\ unusualness, in some cases,| !orna Wray............eee Winifred Shaw 
borders almost on the freakish, al-| Bill Haltom... se... ses eeee Craig Reynolds 
h that latter description is side- | Scoop’ Trotter. .......sceeceees ( trarles os 
thoug at latte script § si Cer iiets aca vend enti eae Gordon Ellioit 
stepped. But because of its uncom-| Exodus Johnson. ..... 2.0... Sadie Anderson 
mon aspects it is going to catch on | Alex Montrose,..........0.00e: Eddie Kane 
‘ ‘ ~ - aly | Waodrll...ccccccccecsccsecess Gordon Hart 
and will be enjoyed, for, with all | DOS oka ein ccibecodegas liatry Hayden 
of its unusual characteristics — de-| aiitaliatcal , 
spite its faults and some of them; There isn’t much fun to this story, | 
could have been easily avoided — it but there's some tuneful music and 
will be talked about and be seen, 





| Story sticks to history more 01 
‘less from the time Pope Clementi 


: F 


is not well | 


ILM 


Wednesday, May 26, 
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r oe , | 
| Miniature Reviews 


‘As Geeod as Married’ (U). 
Not strong enough for first 
run singles. With John Boles 
and Doris Nolan. 

‘Turn Off the Moon’ 
‘B’ musical 
max. 

‘Melody for Two’ .(WB). 
Musical elements carry picture 
through for okay twin-bill fod- 
der. 

‘Nobody's Baby’ (M-G). Full 
length Hal Roach comedy. 
with songs. that will get by as 
second half of a double bill. 

‘Charlie Chan at Olympics’ 
(20th). Warner Oland in the 
14th of the Chan series. Mod- 
eratelvy entertaining. 

‘Draegerman Courage’ (WB). 
Exciting meller about a mine 
cave-in and rescue. With Bar- 
ton McLane and Jean Muit it 
packs a punch and will please. 

‘Angel's Holiday’ (20th). 
Jane Withers as an obtrusive 
child mixer-upper. Okay sec- 
ondary product. 





(Par?}. 
from title to cli- 


are hardly stimulating, but the tunes 
should put the film upon a satisfy- 
ing gait on multiple row. 

Sames Melton’s singing of ‘Septem- 
ber in the Rain’ is the strongest mu- 
sical moment of the film. Both 
Patricia Ellis and Wini Shaw pro- 





| e“e 

| ditionally. 
| smack too strippy for the part, but 
' otherwise her costumes pass. 











VII obtained seven pearls to 
to Catherine de Medicis when she 
came to France to become the wife 
of the Dauphin, son of Francois I. 
until the beheading of Mary Stuart 
by Elizabeth of England. They are 
then stolen, but four of them are 
quickly recovered and turned over 
to Elizabeth, who hides them. Queen 
| Victoria discovers them again and 
| they are supposed to be the ones 
currently in the English crown. 

The history of the other three 
takes up more than half of the film 
and, whether true or fictitious, the 
| presentation of this episode in the 
story of the pearls, based both on 
history and the imaginative genius 
of Guitry’s mind makes commenda- 
| ble entertainment that brings the 
story up to the present day. with 
the latter scenes taking place aboard 
the Normandie. 

Although pic is made with an eye 
to making it understood in at least 
three languages, the mistake is made 
that one must understand at least 
two to get all there is in it, French 
being necessary with either English 
or Italian. One unusual aspect is 
| that in the scenes taking place in 
Italy, Italian is spoken; for France. 


give 


French is spoken and for Great 
| Britain, English. In the early reels 
Guitry takes pains to explain in 
French everything that has been 


said in English and Italian, but this 
| is dropped when the pix is well un- 
| der way. A person speaking only 
| English or Italian could not follow 
the pic without subtitles. 

As the most formidable undertak- 
ing that has yet been attempted in 
France, it will probably go dowu 
|}as one of the outstanding pictures 
| produced this year. It is loaded with 
| historical facts and scenes but the 
| reversal to modern life at pleasing 
| intervals brings the onlooker back 
| to present-day realities long enough 
to relieve the heaviness. 

Pic opens with Guitry, as a mod- 
ern man, relating to his wife, Jacque- 
line Delubac, the history of the seven 


cheur’ he does not talk continually 
but allows screen actors and ac- 
tresses to talk in one of the three 
languages as the story moves from 
country to country. At intervals he 
switches back to the present day to 
explain the story as it evolves on 
the screen, 

A look at the personages por- 
| trayed gives some idea of the suc- 
| cession of events which are so mani- 
| fold in this pie, Like those of so 

many others, the appearance of Ger- 
|; manie Aussey, Jean-Louis Barrault, 
| Cecile Sorel—who makes her film 
| debut in this pic—Huguette Duflos. 
|}and Renee Saint-Cyr is for a few 
moments only as history is traced 
in Guitry’s fantastic story. And each 
actor appearing assumes so many 
different roles it is sometimes con- 
fusing. But the acting for the most 
part is of a high degree, and on a 
| commendable plane. Settings and 
costuming have been well carried 
| through while photography deserves 
ta comment for a French 
film. 





pearls. Unlike his ‘Roman d'un Tri-| 


| Fantl; 


| tended 


vide interesting vocal numbers ad- 
Miss Ellis’ opening gown 


Melton, as a band leader and sing- 
er. mixes with his arranger and gets 
a peeve on because he has to play 
musie provided by the latter. ~ hat 
busts up Melton and his girl friend, 
Patricia Ellis, who also is Melton’s 
singing soloist. 


From that time, and.on, Miss Ellis | 


handles the band and Melton takes 
up with a girly musical crew. — 
hammers back to fame on the wings 


of swing, aided by Fred Keating, his | 


manager, and Charles Foy, a dead- 
pan publicist. In the finale, for no 
reason, Melton must get a slap in 
the jaw from Wini Shaw to bring 
Patricia Ellis back to him, and the 
two climb back to radio fame to- 
gether. And Keating stops talking. 
Marie Wilson 
asset in the picture, but her 
fiddle bumper. ; 
Photographically, pic ’ 
on its last setting, that radio studio 
item. but otherwise it’s a simple af- 
fair. Shan, 


NOBODY’S BABY 


(WITH SONGS) 





Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer release of Hal 
Reach production, Features Patsy Kelly, 
Lvda Roberti, Lynn Overman, Robert Arm- 
strong Directed by Gus Meins. Story and 
adaptation, Harold Law Hal Yates and 
Pat «. Flick; film editor, Ray Snyder: 
camera, Norbert Brodine music, Marvin 
Hatley: lyrics, Walter Bullock. At Rialio 
~. 2 week May 19, '37. Running time, 
67 mins, 

MEAG . cc vevceccccpacesecs esececes Paisy Kelly 
Lena jas eeseeenes oegeeec ce kOe Moeverti 
Detective Littheworth...... Lynne Overman 
Scoops Hanford. .cecces ».- Robert Armstrong 
Yvonne. ..cccccccccccecess Rosina Lawrence 
Cortes..< ses sos eccrcecccees Don Alvarado 

SUS CONGUCLOU. secoressererteres Tom Dugan 
Maurice ocenceceosees Orrin Rurke 
Miss McKenZie.ceessceceecess Dora Clemant 





‘Nobody's Baby’ is an agreeable 
enough comedy with songs. Picture 
rates as a No, 2 feature for duals. 

Hal Roach, veteran of the shorts 
school, is the producer and the two- 
reel technique dominates the pro- 
duction. However, there is not too 
much slap-stick. 

Misses Kelly and Roberti make a 
good team for comedies of this kind, 
the latter ‘(from musical comedy) 
playing the dumb foreigner. Girls 
are thrown in with each other acci- 
dentally and enter a nurse’s training 
school. Things look suspicious to 
their boy friends when the girls take 
possession, in turn, of a baby to 
cover up a night club dancer who 
doesn't want the public to know she’s 
married to her partner. 


He | 


ture can bow | 


Some amus- | 


= 





Chan at the Olympics 

2th-Fox production and relescse John 
Stone, associate producer. Feutuies Warner 
Oland. Directed by H. Bruce Hunibersis pe 
Adaptation, Robert Ellis, Helen Login: 
original, Paul Burger; camera. Daniel p’ 
Clark; musical direction, Saniue} Kaylin. 
At Central, N. Y., week May 22, °i7, Runa 
ning time, 71 mins, 
Charlie Chan...sescsseses....Warner Olang 
Yvonne Roland..........Kuatherine ceMine 
Betty Adams.....ccssese--- Pauline Mose 
Richard Masters......0......... Allen Wane 
EMD COM a boc te ciccecctesecesss Keve luke 
Arthur Hughes............ C. Henry Gordon 
CREE Was é. 6 6-60 00 6060 b084 John Eldredge 
Charitie Gmam, Ir.cccccecers Layne Yom. Jy 
pT POT TTC eT TTT ee lonathan Hale 
Honorable Charles Zaraka.Morgun W: Nove 
Captain Strasset......... Fredrik Vegeding 
Police Chief Scott......... Andrew Tombes 
ares eye a Howard His 


Another of those elaborately com. 
plex detective yarns in which the 
‘inscrutable Charlie Chan. with his 
customary finesse and Oriental sd- 
ages, outwits a powerful ring of 
international spies. This time it is a 
robot airplane piloting gadget with 
| which the film plays hide-and-seek. 


Action swings all the wav from 


is the only comedy} Honolulu to the Olympic Games in 
role | Berlin. 
is only a sneezer, aS a witless bull- | 


Chan, with a party of U. S. Navy 
officials, tracks the foreign agents by 
clipper ship, airliner and; finally. the 
| ill-fated Hindenburg, to the games in 

Germany. In his. sleuthing he is 
aided, by his ‘No. 1 Son.’ Lee Chan, 
|'a member of the American swim- 
| ming team. 

| In Berlin, the invaluable gadget is 
| recovered, only to be temporarily 
lost again in a series of fairly ex- 
| citing incidents. It had been hidden 
lin the luggage of a girl member of 
|the American squad on shipboard 
and Chan has quite a time tracking 


o 





/it down and uncovering the real 
| Villain. Needless to say, the actual 
|head culprit is disclosed to be the 


| least-suspected member of the film's 
cast. 

Oland is his customary bland. un- 
ruffled self in his portrayal of the 
noted Chinese-American detective. 
This is the 14th film in a seemimegly 
endless series and provides lively 
| entertainment in its stylized way. C. 
| Henry Gordon and Katherine deMille 
play the leaders of the spy ring in 
effective fashion. Slight thread of 
|romance is furnished nicely enough 
| by Pauline Moore and Allan Lane 
|and some helpful assistance is 
rendered by John Eldredge. Jonathan 
| Hale, Keye Luke, Morgan Wallace 
'and Andrew Tombes. Layne Tom, 
|Jr.. as Chan's youngest son. is a 
|bright youngster, and Fredrik 
| Vogeding is amusing as the Berlin 
| chief of police. 

Newsreel shots of the Olympic 
Games are effectively blended into 
the action by Director H. Bruce 
| Humberstone, whose work is expert 
| throughout. Photography and pro- 
| duction are of a high grade. Rowl. 


ing situations are developed and the | 


four top cast members, paired in 
double romances, play them to their 
limit for laughs. 

Rosina Lawrence and Don Alva- 
rado are the dance team in floor 
show sequences. Their routines are 
nothing to rave about, but they 
acquit themselves creditably in the 
domestic quarreling. In addition to 
the title song, done by members of 
Jimmy Grier’s band, songs include 
‘I'm All Dressed Up in Rhythm’ and 
‘I've Dreamed About This.” They 
listen okay. Char, 


DODGE CITY TRAIL 


(WITH SONGS) 

production and release. Stars 
Charles Starrett. Features Donald Gray- 
son, Marion Weldon. Directed by ©. C, 
Coleman, Jr. Screen play, Harold Shumate; 
assistant director, William E. Mull; pho- 
tography, George Cooper; film editor, Diek 
musical director, Morris Stoloff; 
songs, Ned Washington and Sammy Stept 


Columbia 


At Chaloner, N. Y., week May 21, ‘87, on | 
dual bill. Running time, 65 mins. 

Steve Braddock....ccsccoee Charles Starrett 
ween SOPEVOOM: 2s cc ccccaeses Donald Grayson 
BOOTIAM PRIM GS, iccceccedss Marion Weldon 
OVO PMIMGS. 6 ccicéceceses Russell Hicks 
PUNO s 6.666066 6ciecepedsnuceses ste... OOS 
DEWSOR 060 ce cevesesctessece ees Al Bridges | 
AGKIO  seceescciccectscosessessceed Art Mix 
EPRIIOR  60666000606608005604000 Ernie Adams 
FOO, veces eee Coco ceccccccens lou Meehan 
ROD. wcccsvecccccccecscseres eeeeee Hank Bell 


So-so western, with Charles Star- 
rett as the stern-jawed cowboy who 
rescues the gal from kidnapers only 
to discover she’s the daughter of the 
gang’s front man. The snatch job, it 
turns out, was just a little something 
the boys thought up on their own. 
Not a particle whiffed by such skull- 
duggery, Starrett reforms his pros- 


| pective in-law, delivers his consign- 


ment of cattle and 
ture the culprits. 
Being governed by the script writ- 
ers. he takes a clumsy way about it 
and the poppa is bumped off in the 
process. Still, the rascals relent at 
the last moment and do the sport- 
ing thing by hiding the old boy's 
shame. Starrett and the gal ride off 
over the hill into a sunset fadeout. 
As the star of all this, Starrett is 
properly muscular and humorless. 
Or rather, his humor is the sort of 
unvarnished he-man rough stuff that 
the urchins understand and love. 
Donald Grayson is a somewhat civil- 
ized edition of cowboy; with a harm- 
less crooning style. As the girl, 
Marion Weldon looks a bit surpris- 


returns to cap- 


}ing with such blonde hair amid the 
| rough 


| familiar in a hundred or so similar 


Surroundings. Russell Hicks, 


| parts in bigger pix, is the father. 
‘Dodge City Trail’ isn’t even in- 


for adults. And it won't 


| it's upon the musical elements that | knock the moppets into the aisles. 
| the film will have to ride. General | But it will probably get by on mati- 


performance of players and the story | nee duals. 


Hobe. 





| TOUGH TO HANDLE 


Syndicate release of Maurice ‘‘onn pro= 
duction. Stars Frankie Darro, Kane Rich- 
| mond, Directed by Roy Laubey. Adujpia- 
tion, Sherman L. Yowe, Jack Neville: 
original, Peter B. Kyne: camera, Jack 
Greenhalgh. At Strand, Brooklyn, deuile 
bill, week May 20, ’37, Running time, 58 
mins, 
BG 6odb 4544500566400 seeee- Frankie Darro 
OES eer reer ere re re Kane Richmond 
SPER sebe0cccvevce ecoeesFhyllis Fraser 
PCR he didks CEs tertesbesss Harry Worth 
Ns 6:0.2-Aah00 00s 6 o0seced Johnstone While 
a. Sree Lorraine Hayes 
Ss 06 bin 60 sas cs e0tsbnese Borr Caroth 
P MGS FONs 0 pba vac sas cdeesees Bill Hunter 
NS bMS Oa 004 66554 0048 CbS OK Jack Ingram 
| FN 60 66608 0669 500066000 es Harry Andersen 
WE ob des 605s 6906600450000 PTC 
WGItOr . ccceis eT errr Frey Pee ee Lee Phelps 
Unconvincing and slipshod in its 





wearisome attempt to spin a sensa- 
tional yarn of racketeers being 
bested by a brave reporter and his 
newsboy pal, ‘Tough to Handle’ is 
suitable for only the lesser Gua!s. 
This new meller is a bad job. 
volving all concerned, from direcior 
to actors. 

There is a minimum of ski! in 
the handling of this turbulent tale 
of sweepstake swindlers; acting 
third-grade, and mediccre is 
word for the camera work. 

Story concerns a scowling group 
of miscreants, headed by a eent 
named Franko, which defies the 
laws of justice and credibility by 
gypping sweeps winners of their 
prizes. Franko is one of those guys 
who runs a nitery to cover up his 
nefarious practices as a hireling of a 
mysterious Higher-Up. His hench- 


is 


the 


| men first kill an old man who holds 
'a lucky number and then they teke 


the ticket away from his grandson, 
Mike. Boy’s sister has a job singing 
badly in Franko’s cafe, and, were it 
not for her boy friend, Ed, the re- 
porter, hers would have been a fear- 
ful fate. 

Justice conquers evil at the finish, 
and, after Ed and Mike have eh- 
gaged the gangsters in some of the 


wildest and crudest 9 rough-ana- 
tumble shown on the screen if & 
long time, Franko and his wicked 
assistants are delivered over to the 


authorities. 

Frankie Darro, as Mike, the news~- 
boy, and Kane Richmond. as the !e- 
porter, are starred in the film, which 
is one of a series for the duo. Har's 
Worth plays Franko, the sneering 
and over-obvious menace, and Phy!- 
lis Fraser is Mike’s songstress-sister. 
Best performance in the pic is #ive!! 
by Lorraine Hayes in the thankless 
role of the chief gangster’s gir!. She 





‘better surroundings. 


shows promise and is worthy ! 
Rol. 
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Draegerman Courage 


y er Bros. release of First National 
bit nota Features Jean Muir and Bar- 
phy McLane. Directed by Louis King. 
Original story and screen play by Anthony 
Coldeway; camera, Gitbert Warrenton. At 


rand, Brooklyn, double bill, week of 
Sram’, 37. Running time, 59 mins. 
“we Haslett.....+ee- evcceecsccs Jean Muir 
yen Beaupre....-- cocce cc areem McLane 
pr. Thomas Haslett......++ ..Henry O'Neill 
Martin Crane.....-+esereeses Robert Barrat 
John McNally..-eeeerees . Addison Richards 
fary Haslett...----+++++- Helen MacKellar 
mete eee eh: abe keeee Gordon oa 
Hunt a hadveteetkSaaeue Joseph Crehan 
amas ; eg oeaweln ee e406 ees Priscilla Lyon 
‘Maxwell i. eget beeaeuesnt eae Walter Miller 
~ apceinetie SOP FPO ere Herbert Heywood 
Captain Harper.....seeeeees Ben Hendricks 





Obviously inspired by the actual 
events of Nova Scotia’s Moose River 
gold mine cave-in of a year ago, 
Warners has turned out a vivid and 
often thrilling melodrama of under- 
ground disaster. The draegerman of 
the film’s title are those brave bur- 
rowers employed by mine operators 
to rescue victims of subterranean 
crackups and the picture pays excit- 
ing tribute to their courage. —_ 

In admirably filmed detail, direct- 
ed by Louis King, the story concerns 
the trapping of three men, a kindly 
physician-scientist, the owner of the 
mine and his foreman, in a gold mine 
accident. Barton McLane, as Andre 
Beaupre, a French-Canadian draeg- 
erman, leads a hazardous expedition 
underground and succeeds in releas- 
ing the trapped trio. Beaupre is in 
love with the doctor’s daughter 
(Jean Muir) and the story builds 
nicely up to the neri-fatal disaster. 

Dr. Haslett has been persuaded to 


sell his treasured put seemingly 
worthless gold mine, called ‘The 
Graveyard, to Martin Crane, a 


wealthy mine operator, in order to 
raise money to pay for an operation 
to save his youngest child's life. It 
is during a tour of the hoodoo mine’s 
deep passages that the cave-in 
occurs. 

Tense moments for the assembled 
crowds outside the mine during the 
draegerman rescue are graphically 
pictured as are also the underground 
scenes. It all sums up to one of the 
best screen productions of its sort in 
many a day. McLane is a most suit- 
able choice for the vital role of 
Beaupre and he gives a performance 
of rugged power that is unusually 
effective. Sharing featured honors 
with him in the cast, Jean Muir is 
attractive and sympathetic in a 
somewhat colorless part. Henry 
O'Neill is fine as Dr. Haslett; Robert 
Barrat is the mine owner and other 
lesser parts are well played by Addi- 
son Richards, Helen MacKellar and 
Joseph Crehan. Camera work 
throughout is exceptional, as is also 
the direction. The film can boast of 
a well-managed plot, topnotch dia- 
log and a story that lifts to its cli- 
max with smoothness and dispatch. 
This picture will please audiences 
and has the stuff to stand alone, 
without dual support. Rowl. 


THIRTEEN 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Moscow, May 7. 
Mosfilm release and production. Directed 


by Romm. Screen play by L. Prout and 
M. Romm; camera, B. Volchek. 


‘Thirteen’ is supposed to be a 
Soviet version of ‘The Lost Patrol,’ 
which intrigued Director Romm 
when he saw it. It is an effective 
variation on the familiar theme of 
Soviet patriotism becoming more 
and more frequent in Russian films. 

A detachment of 13 Red Army 
soldiers, demobilized after the civil 
war and intervention, is pushing 
through the desert, trekking from 
well to well. Finally the men come 
to an old ruin in which are found 
Suns and ammunition hidden there 
by the ‘Basmachi,’ anti-Red bandits. 
._ The soldiers decide to stay, send- 
ing one man off for reinforcements. 
When the bandits return they start 
picking off the defenders of the 
ruins. Only one man, an old geolo- 
gist is surviving when help arrives. 

That's all there is to the film, 
which is without love interest. It 
resembles ‘Beau Geste’ in its desert 
battle scenes and comradeship. Pho- 
togravhy is excellent. Mill. 


ANGEL’S HOLIDAY 


2%h-Fox release of John Stone produc- 
tion. Stars Jane Withers. Features Rob- 
eh Kent, Joan Davis, Sally Blane. Di- 
rected by James Tinling. Original and 
sreenplay, Frank Fenton, Lynn Root; 
Fy bani Harold Howard, Bill Telaak; musical 
Clark” Samuel Kaylin; camera, Daniel B. 
1. 2: At Fox, Prooklyn, dual, week May 
» S37. Running time, 74 mins. 








ow og RO ee Withers 
Bert MOUTE. ...0sececee eceeses.-Robert Kent 
STV ORB. 2 020s scceee ccccecccseess JOAN Davis 
Pauline Kaye...ccccccchesseess- Sally Blane 
Bat Regan....... eee+Harold Huber 







Butch Hsroder...., 
Crandall 


ee 


eoeees Frank Jenks 
ecccesektay Walker 
eeoccces John Qualen 








WtGTO  cccccces covce «e-Lon Chaney, Jr. 
HRB 6 6 08 ccceceees RAG TORT Al Lydell 
MOONS ieravsiwuseess eovceees Russell Hopton 
Sergeant Murphy..... Pepe Ee 

AEC. co ccccccoes 600060008804000N. Eee 
Louie eieehaiaes de £66000cs0ee0 Oe, Tape 
Chiet OE DUNG, écicasis seeecesste Beene 
Ralph Everett........-. eeeeesCharles Arnt 

Precocious Jane Withers was 


néver so continuously in the center 
of things as she is in this picture, 
with all her familiar tricks. It’s a 
lukewarm story which reaches mo- 
ments of hilarity via the overgrown 
Syrations exhibited by the child ac- 
tress. Kids will laugh plenty over 
this one and even adults will get a 
tickle or two. 


Angel, niece of a newspaper” 


editor, Jane Withers has a role that 
must have delighted her. She starts 
out by butting into everybody’s busi- 
ness and winds up by bringing rack- 
eteers into a situation which began 
as a publicity hoax revolving around 
the supposed disappearance of a film 
luminary. 

There never was a braver or 
smarter child than that which Jane 
Withers plays in this film. She dares 
to chide the toughest gangsters who 
ever lived, without winking an eye- 
lash, and unarmed at that. So, it is 
a natural conclusion to find her also 
solving the busted romance between 
the somewhat naive femme star and 
the handsome story-book reporter. 

By this time, Jane’s pappy has re- 
turned to claim her from her uncle, 
so all’s well that ends well. 

Miss Withers is given a chance 
even to imitate Martha Raye for a 
slight change of pace, during a ro- 
mantic interlude between Robert 
Kent and Sally Blane. Miss Blane 
is the lead and Kent is the handsome 
mugg. 

For humorous asides there are a 
couple of comic strip characters in- 
cluded in the plot; one of these is 
the part of Gramp, played by Al 
Lydell. 

Camera work is satisfying. 


Shan. 


Die Stimme Des Herzens 


(‘The Voice of the Heart’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, May 10. 
Bavaria production and release. Directed 
by Karl Heinz Martin. Book, Gerhard T. 
Buchholtz, Gerd Tolzien; music, Giuseppe 
Becce; camera, Franz Koch; sound, K. A. 


Keller. At Gloria Palast, Berlin. Running 
time 91 mins. 

MY NN 6-64 © 00 a 000464.03 om Beniamino Gigli 
Princess Helene ............ Geraldine Katt 
Prince Konstantin ...... Ferdinand Marian 
Miss Mary Smith........ Gina Falckenberg 
SE, SAODN 0 0s0.00606605000% Fritz Odemar 
| rere eee: mm 
Lord-in-waiting ..... Hubert von Meyerinck 





(In German) 

One of Bavaria’s first moves after 
coming into the coin was to hand a 
fat slice of it to Gigli and make one 
of the worst flups of the season. Ex- 
cept for the tenor’s name, this pic 
has nothing to make it of b. o. 
promise. Story is a flimsy affair 
made up mostly of excuses for Gigli 
to render arias from sundry plat- 
forms, trunks and balconies. For his 
thespic deficiencies one overlooks 
much, because of his voice and the 
very definite charm and sympathetic 
quality, which do get across. But 
these assets are not strong enough to 
offset a weak-kneed tale, bad camera 
work, lagging histrionics and 
starched direction. 

Princess Helene, happening to be 
in Mari’s hotel as the singer fires his 
love-lorn pianist, steps in and helps 
him out on the ivories. That evening, 
at the concert, he calls her from the 
box to play his encore. Late party 
follows and, returning to his room, 
he finds Mary Smith, an American 
thrill-seeker, waiting. He gives her 
the ozone. Report, however, reaches 
Prince Konstantin that Helene, his 
fiancee, had been the nocturnal 
visitor. He cuts her dead without an 
explanation. Embittered by the mis- 
understanding, she decides to break 
from the home ties and off she goes 
to Vienna to establish herself as a 
pianist. Mari is there, doing a date, 
and his efforts, combined with those 
of the Secret Police, disclose 
Helene’s whereabouts and lead to 
her clinch with Konstantin. 

Geraldine Katt, who did a good 
job in her pic debut “Das Madchen 
Irene” last winter. has taken a back- 
ward slide here, showing how much 
she doesn’t know about acting. 
Comedy relief is supposed to go to 
Hubert von Meyerinck. but as there 
is hardly any comedy there can’t be 
much relief. Gina Falckenberg gets 
by as the second femme. Others do 
all they can with wobbling assign- 
ments. 


TAKE MY TIP 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
London, May 7. 

Gaumont-British Picture, released in 
United Kingdom by General Film Distrib- 
utors. Stars Jack Hulbert, Cicely Court- 
neidge: features Harold Huth, Frank Cel- 
lier. Directed by Herbert Mason, Screen 
play by Sydney Gilliat, Michael Hogan, 
Jack Hulbert. «‘amera, Bernard Knowles. 


At Pheonix theatre, London. Running 
i 74 mins. 
be hy Chae eteeeaens Rescues Jack Hulbert 
NN 64 666449060 0d.086.000 Cicely Courtneidge 
ME asin ddvadasisno sewed Harold Huth 
ee TTT TT PET Te Frank Cellier 
WG, cvccccccsccscssesecs Frank Pettingell 
WOPTOMAN. 0. cccccscccccscccces Robb Wilton 
Dancing Guest....-----.-+006- Philip Buchel 
Patchett. ..ccccccsccsccscccess H. F. Maltby 
Digworthy.....-.-.++--eeeee Elliot Makeham 
| Clerk in OS OPT CC Paul Sheridan 


Definite entertainment value for 
this picture in England, and a rea- 
sonable gamble it will succeed in 
America as a second feature. Jack 
Hulbert and Cicely Courtneidge have 
been musical comedy stars for a 
number of years here, and later had 
more or less success as individual 
film luminaries. ; 

A popular kind of musical farce, 
at least a couple of popular ditties, 
and that many dances; very adequate 
supporting cast; expensive, but not 
extravagant production; intelligent 
direction commensurate with the ma- 
terial at hand, and fairly good pho- 
tography. ; 

The basic plot is melodramatic, but 
treated in burlesque fashion, and 
the whole thing is designed and 
executed for laughter, at which it 
succeeds. Jolo. 








The World’s in Love 


(WITH SONGS) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 
Viennese Song Corp. release of Standard 
production, Stars Marta Eggerth, Leo Sle- 


zak. Adapted from Franz Lehar's operetta, 
‘Clo Clo’; screenplay, Ernst Marischka; 
music, Franz Lehar; music arrangement, 
Willy Schmidt-Gentner; orchestra, Julius 


Von Borsody, At Filmarte, N. Y¥., May 1s, 
‘37. Running time, 87 mins. 





ee ane eee Marta Eggerth 
Aldalbert von Waldenau........ Leo Slezak 
Helene von Waldenau.......... Ilda Wuest 
Peter von Waldenau.......... Roll Wanka | 
PO. o68i0 4 Gk eee ee shes bk b00N es Hans Moser 
Wardrobe Mistress ,..... Anny Rosar 


TUUNON 5 Wag ocieas cola Alfred Neugebauer 


(In German with English Titles) 

Franz Lehar’s operetta, ‘Clo Clo’ 
gave birth to this tuneful, backstage 
romance. Marta Eggerth sings the 
Lehar tunes appreciatively. Comedy 
end is steered skillfully by Leo Sle-| 
zak and Anton Moser and the film 
sustains an amusing gait mainly be- 
cause of the able blending of all 
these elements by the director, W. 
Tourjansky, who has done a good 
job. 

Story is simple and very 
Okay for the arties, dialog being | 
simple, and the literalism of the}! 
English titles can be overlooked. 

Principle virtue of the film is Miss! 
Eggerth’s personality and _ voice. 
Plot’s an old one. Settings are un-| 
pretentious, but varied and a glimpse 
or two of Vienna's night life is pro-| 
vided in addition to a dash of coun-| 
tryside scenics. 

Miss Eggerth is a musical comedy 
queen who has trouble with her 
manager because he _ persists in| 
planting off-color publicity about! 
her. A gay old farmer and his hand-| 
some son arrive on business, but} 
wind up competing for her, with the 
youngster winning out under amus- 
ing circumstances. 

In the meantime, due to the man- 
ager’s activities, a paper publishes a 
yarn making the girl the offspring 
of the old farmer and a former} 
Hungarian dancer he knew years| 
back. So the old man tries to break 
the affair between the girl and his 
son. However, the farmer’s wife 
takes a hand in the situation and, 
by this time, the manager, rather | 
than lose Eggerth, gets the papers 
to deny the story. Which squares 
it all. Shan. 


light. | 


WILDCAT TROOPER 


Syndicate release of Maurice 
duction. Features Kermit Maynard, 
Directed by Elmer Clifton. Adaptation, 
Joseph Q@' Donnell; original, James Oliver 


Conn pro- 


Curwood; camera, Arthur Reed At | 
Chaloner, N. Y., ome day, dual, May 22, 
37. Running time 59 mins 

GIO... vc vsrdeuseessee Que « Kermit Maynard 
OP, MOrtiMiccevcesés ...+-Hobart Bosworth 
WUC s ca nccac rehab cegaseecescas kuzzy Koight 
RMN k 66.0 06 nseened ober e+ biases Lois Wilde 
ere ree | Peer rey Jim Thorpe 
ee DAVE ie ahaudcee «vs ests Yakima Canutt 
ch SEe ee ETE -+e.+. Maddie Phillips 
POUR UREs 6:6 OU WRdLEK ER CCS OES John Merton 
PUGOE sé onsisssess Hesssece ...Frank Hagney 
ps b.00o6ecusesbeded 6 6000s Roger Willlams 
BAORIG, 5420s decctersedscoeces Richard Curtis 
BOMMOEDE 0.0 Hth66.6606008 0 0406600455 Te Lorch 
BUYER. cccccccecccseee coocs skal Price 


Kermit Maynard in the trappings 
of a mountie and a James Oliver 
Curwood northwestern’ yarn is 
getting to be a familiar combo to 
the’ gun and gore fans, but it is| 
doubtful whether he will soon re-| 
place his frere Ken, Story, from 
Curwood’s ‘Midnight Call,’ packs 
plenty of pistols, ponies, but lacks 
the convincing note which Ken’s ex- 
pert histrionics lend. What Kermit 
lacks in acting he makes up for with 
his fancy saddle work, however. 

As with Maynard’s performance, 
acting never enters into things, but 
action does. Film possesses a fund 
of hard riding on the part of May- 
nard and two rival fur-trapping 
outfits engaging in regularly pitched 
battles. Only thespics are handled 
by Hobart Bosworth as the gentle 








country doctor who, underneath, | 
lays all the nefarious plans which 
start the feuds. In the soft disguise | 
he snares the pelts for himself, while | 
prompting wholesale murder. 
Trooper Maynard plays a three- 
cornered game between the two fac- 
tions and his investigation of the 
trouble. Fuzzy Knight, his crony, 
helps little in his rambling assign- 
ment, coming in at the finish, after 
Maynard bottles and corks the en- 
tire crew of pelt pilferers by play- 
ing both sides against the middle. 
Scenery snared by Reed rates him 
a nod. Speedy action sustained by 





Clifton merits. similar citation. 
Jumpy soundtrack (possible house 


fault) is a distraction. Hurl. 


THE VICAR OF BRAY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, May 9. | 


Associated British release of Julius 
Hagen production. Stars Stanley Holloway 
Directed by Henry Edwards. Original 


Anson Dyer; additional dialog and adapta 
tion, H. Fowler Mear; camera, William 
Luff. At Piccadilly, Lonion. tunning 
time 66 mins. 

The Vicar of Bray . Stanley Holloway 
Pe COON © cc svecvessess -Hugh Millet 


Prince Charles Stuart...hk. Hamilton Price 
Bari of Brendon ....e.ccse- Velix Ayimer 
Lady Norah Brendon ......Margaret Vines 
Sir Richard Melross..........€sarry Marsh 
Dennis Melross .......«....h3mond Knight 
Sir Patrick Condon ........Martin Walker 
Meg Clancy ..csecccve eeccce .. Eve Gray | 
, |) MEE ERRETIOTTLLIT TT Eee Kittv Kirwan | 
Tim CoOmnor .esesecceceeess Fred O' Donovan | 





Good atmospheric romantic melo- | 
drama, with singing, intelligently | 
strung together and making a feature 


| altogether correct, but that does not 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Recent move in the N. Y. state legislature, which terminated when 
Governor Lehman vetoed the measure that would have set up a virtual 
one-man control of the stage, is viewed by numerous industry chieftains 
as a hangover of the censorial attacks formerly directed at pictures. Atti- 
ture held currently by most leaders in the film business is that there is no 
such thing as a dirty or offensive screen production. 

Feeling throughout the film industry now is that the trend on censorship 
is status quo. Though there are no new threats of censorship, it is diffi- 


| cult to remove a state censor board establishment once it has been set up. 
| Obvious reason for this is that there are no legislatures who are willing 


to repeal the board because so much easy patronage is eliminated. 

One thing that has kept the state legislatures in line on new censorship 
laws is the flare-up of sentiment among the people themselves. When a 
strenuous effort is made to pick on screen productions the reaction is 
such that the censors are represented as merely going through the mo- 
tions, followed by a hasty retreat. This is because few active picture com- 
pany leaders believe that there has been anything of importance censor- 
able in the last three years. Voluntary censorship within the business has 
produced this result, they say. 


Semi-monthly report of the Securities & Exchange Commission lists 
Standard Capital Corp. as owner of 26,500 vte’s and 111,283 warrants for 
certificates in Universal. Proportionate interest of various individuals is 


| not known, but statement reveals that George N. Armsby, trustee, Paul G. 


Brown, trustee-director, J. Cheever Cowdin, trustee-director, Peyton Gib- 
son, officer, and Daniel M. Sheaffer. director, all have an interest via 
Standard, in which they have money. 

In addition to their slices of the pool holdings, Brown has 9,900 vte's in 
his own right, Gibson has 400, and Sheaffer has 13,700. Only prominent 
individuals whose say in Universal depends entirely on their direct hold- 
ings are Bob Cochrane, president, with 26,473 certificates, and James P. 
Normanly with 100. 

Standard’s 111,283 warrants for certificates account for the interests of 
Armsby, Brown, Cowdin, Gibson and Sheaffer, since none of the officers, 
directors or trustees hold any options on their own behalf. 


Group of Samoan natives staged a sit-down strike after the best ap- 
proved American manner on Samuel Goldwyn’'s unit engaged in filming 
advance scenes for “The Hurricane,’ Nordhoff-Hall South Sea thriller. 
They parked in their outrigger canoes and refused to put on skeded mass 
aquatic demonstration unless they got more coin. Leaders on being in- 
formed that United States government ruling had fixed their wage stand- 
ard, and that nothing could be done about it quickly got over their skit- 
tishness. Goldwynites traveled 9,000 miles and brought back 140,000 feet 
of celluloid, 


Warners is getting a beef on ‘Heim Solomon,’ picture it plans to 
make around the Jewish financier who carried a big part of the nut of 
the American Revolution. 

Studio had a full script by Art Gaffney in which Jim Tully had a piece. 
Gaffney has since died and Warners turned the script back. Same 
thing, Tully contends, was done on “The Bruiser,’ with studio subsequently 
announcing it’s going to do a fight picture along stumble bum lines of the 
‘Bruiser.’ 

Tully has asked the studio to square these things. 


Central Casting reports that Hollywood hasn’t enough dress extras to go 
around, in case of any emergency arising where two studios must meet 
their requirements on the same day. Total dress extra list comprises 267 
men and 253 women, but not more than 100 are available on any one day. 
Initial outlay for a dress extra’s wardrobe is $1,000 and the minimum for 
upkeep is set at $5 a week. This factor accounts for the shortage. Stand- 
ard wage for dress extras is $15 a day. 





. 


One of the Coast agents, who has a propensity for making a lot of calls, 
has figured out a means of beating the office phone rap, which differs 
there greatly from the home rate. Latter can be had on an unlimited 
local basis for a flat fee, while office rates are based on individual calls. 
Agent uses the home phone of a comedy trio he’s trying to spot in pic- 
tures; in return for the phone service, agent chauffeurs the actors wher- 
ever they want to go. 





Pathe newsreel specialled the John D. Rockefeller death Sunday (23), 
rushing through an edition that was placed in the hands of theatres early 
the afternoon of his death. Special issue, comprising about 170 feet, was 
transported by plane to Washington, getting in houses there about 4 p. m. 
Sunday. Most other newsreels said that his prominence as a world figure 
had diminished considerably in the last five or six years, in explaining 
why they put out no special. 


New technical process for creating spooky camera effects has been 
perfected by Roy Seawright, special effects photographer on Hal Roach’s 
‘Topper,’ and his assistant, Frank Young. Pair conducted a series of ex- 
periments and finally found the right formula. Patent has been applied 


|for. They have also effected improvements on old makeshift technical 


devices used for multiple exposures, they claim, 





Samuel Goldwyn publicity organization is taking advantage of the cur- 
rent candid camera epidemic by getting up a tome titled ‘Show,’ using 
candid shots of stars, sets, personalities, ete., for blurbing purposes. ‘Life’ 
has given okay to use its format. All pix on the coming season’s schedule 
will be given the candid treatment. 


Unethical tactics of publicity freelancers is irking the Hays office. With 
regular studio channels bottled against the release on offcolor photos and 
censorable stories, irresponsibles are said to be disseminating objectionable 
material. Result is that the Hays office has put a ban on handing its list 
of newspaper and other outlets to the nonconformers. 





which should appeal to the pop-| 
priced picturegoers here, and might Wally Beery as Coach 
do as a second feature in America. | Moscow, Idaho, May 25. 
Picture serves to bring forward in| Wallace Beery has offered to spon- 
a semi-serious role the personality of sor University of Idaho football team 
Stanley Holloway, best known here | which has maintained cellar position 
as a revue performer and mimic. He | j, Coast conference for years. Beery 
poole Phe: Pitaynn By aad gf gr me oes | has hunting ranch in Idaho and plans 
role of an Irish priest in a little vil-|t® construct a landing field on it 
lage near Dublin, he becomes tutor soon for flying trips from Hollywood, 
to the young Prince Charles, and| Beery said he would help coach 
through this connection is more or. the team. 
less involved in the history of the 
times. Authenticity of the British 
history contained in the film is not 





Mooney on ‘Chan’ 


Hollywood, May 25, 
Martin Mooney is dialoging Twen- 
tieth-Foy's ‘Charlie Chan on Broad. 
vay.’ 
John stone produces. 


interfere with the entertainment. 
Some good acting by standard 
players, but the bit parts are brutally 
interpreted. Still, the production 
will de. Jolo. | 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, 
Date of the reviews as given in 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. 


the current quarterly period. 





Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
Variety and the running time of prints are included. ) 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 





































































































W™EK were 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
4/9/37 TWO GUN LAW_ Col Cel Melodrama Charles Starrett L. Barsha 
d THE GOLD RACKET Condor GN Western C. Nagel-E. Hunt L. Gasnier 66 
GIRL FROM SCOTLAND YARD E. Cohen Par Mystery K. Morley-R. Baldwin R. Vignola 
TOO MANY WIVES W. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com Shirley-J. Merley B. Holmes 61 4/28 
SOLDIER AND LADY P. Berman RKO Melodrama A. Walbrook-E. Allen G. Nichols 83 4/14 
JIM HANVEY, DETECTIVE A. E. Levoy Rep Mystery Kibbee-T. Brown P. Rosen 7k 5/12 
FIFTY ROADS TO TOWN R. Griffith 20th Com-Dr Ameche-Sothern N. Taurog 80 
MARKED WOMAN WB WB Melodrama Davis-H. Bogart L. Bacon 96 4/14 
4/16/37 TWO WHO DARED E. Frenke GN Drama Sten- Wilcoxon E. Frenke 
J MAN IN THE MIRROR J. Hagen GN Comedy E. E. Horton-G. Tobin M. Elvey 
ROMEO AND JULIET I. Thalberg MGM Rom-Com Shearer-Howard G. Cukor 130 10/26/36 
WAY OUT WEST H. Roach MGM Comedy Laurel-Hardy J. Horne 64 5/5 
HILLS OF OLD WYOMING H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd N. Watt 78 
INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY B. Glazer Par Drama McCrea-Stanwyck A. Santell 17 12 
OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT R. Sisk RKO Western P. Foster-J. Muir C. Cabanne 70 5/5 
GUNS IN THE DARK A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown S. Newfield 
NAVY BLUES B. Kelly Rep Comedy D. Purcell-W. Hymer R. Staub 68 5/12 
STEP LIVELY, JEEVES J. Stone 20th Comedy Treacher-Ellis E. Forde 67 4/7 
LET THEM LIVE E. Grainger U Drama J. Barrett-J. Howard-N. Gray H. Young 
THAT MAN’S HERE AGAIN WB WB Comedy M. McGuire-T. Brown L. King 60 4/21 
CALL IT A DAY WB WB Comedy De Haviland-Ian Hunter A. Mayo 89 5/12 
I PROMISE TO PA M. Connolly Col Drama C. Morris-H. Mack-Carrill é “a 
4/23, 37 SPEED TO SPARE R. Cohn Col Melodrama Cc. an tet Wilson ' 1: . opel ” wy 
THUNDER IN THE CITY Atlantic Col Com-Dr E. G. Robinson-L. Deste M. Gering 86 4/28 
SILENT BARRIERS GB GB Drama R. Arlen-L. Palmer M. Rosner 82 3/31 
KILLERS OF THE SEA R. Friedgen GN Outdoor Capt. W. Casswell R ‘Friedgen Ps 
GOOD OLD SOAK H. Stromberg MGM Drama W. Beery-J. Beecher R. Thorpe 67 4/28 
NOBODY'S BABY H. Roach MGM Comedy P. Kelly-R. Armstrong G. Meins 67 5/26 
KING OF GAMBLERS R. Florey Par Drama A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-C. Trevor Robert Florey 
> WOMAN I LOVE A. Lewis RKO Rom-Dr Muni-Hopkins A. Litvak 85 4/21 
HIT PARADE N. Levine Rep Musical F. Langford-P. Regan G. Meins se 
WAKE UP AND LIVE K. MacGowan 20th Musical Winchell-Bernie-Faye-Haley S Lanfield 91 4/28 
ELEPHANT BOY A. Korda UA Outdoor W. E. Halloway-D. J. Williams R. Flaherty 81 4/7 
TOP OF THE TOWN L. Brock U Musical D. Nolan-G. Murphy-H. Herbert R. Murphy 86 3/31 
NIGHT KEY R. Presnell U Mystery B. Karloff-J. Rogers L. Corrigan 68 4/21 
MOUNTAIN JUSTICE WB WB Melodrama G. Brent-J. Hutchinson M. Curtiz 82 5/19 
4/30/37 CRIMINALS OF THE AIR Col Cel Action C. Quigley-M. Keith C. C. Coleman ; 
JUGGERNAUT J. Hagen GN Melodrama Boris Karloff H. Edwards 
NIGHT MUST FALL H. Rapf MGM Comedy R. Montgomery-R. Russell J. W. Rub 115 5/5 
MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW L. McCarey Par Comedy V. Moore-B. Bondi fy ey 91 57] 
YOU CAN’T BUY LUCK M. Cohen RKO Comedy 0. Stevens-H. Mack CL. Landers. 61 3/18 
ROOTIN’ TOOTIN’ RHYTHM A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-Armida ME. Wright m = 
ESCAPE FROM LOVE L. Landau 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen E. Forde 
THAT I MAY LIVE S. Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr R. Hudson-Reobert Kent Allan Dw 70 5 
A STAR IS BORN D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr. Gaynor-March W. Well - + 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Rom-Dr. Dietrich-Donat i =e wes rads 
CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT AHEAD T. Carr U Action J. Wayne-L. Latimer A. tain 65 
MELODY FOR TWO WB WB Musical J. Melton-P. Ellis Louis King 60 5/26 
5/7/37 FRAME UP R. Cohn Cel Com-Dr P. Kelly-J. W 
THEY GAVE HIM A GUN H. Rapf MGM Rom-Dr Ss. Tracy-Tone.G , Ww 5 WanDeke r 
SHALL WE DANCE? P. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Rogers i Sandrich pos 
GUN SMOKE RANCH S. Siegel Rep Western W. Livingston — _ tis 
GUN LORDS OF STIRRUP BASIN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele ey a 
CAFE METROPOLE N. Johnson 20th Com-Dr A. Menjou-L. Y¥ Fig er 
IT HAPPENED OUT WEST S. Lesser 20 Be ge! E. H. Griffith a 5/5 
q ss th Western P. Kelly-J. Allen-J, Arthur H. Brethert 
WOMAN CHASES MAN S. Goldwyn UA Comedy Hopkins-MeCrea Seam Witeinee = 
AS GOOD AS MARRIED E. M. Asher U Com-Dr J. Boles-D. Nolan ia" 72 5/26 
a PRINCE AND PAUPER WB WB Rom-Dr. E. Flynn-Mauch Twins W. Keighley 115 5/12 
37 VENUS MAKES TROUBLE W. McDonald Cel r ‘ ‘ ; 
/DF/ THE TENTH MAN Alliance GB yy John pe noth "iatites nie tee ” 9/19 
FOREVER YOURS Alberto Giacalone GN Musical Beniamino Gigli Stal = — 
THIRTEENTH CHAIR J. J. Cohn MGM _ Melodrama M. Evans-H, Daniell G aie 
TURN OFF THE MOON Miss Fanchon Par Comedy Cc. Ruggles-E. Whitne —— 
BEHIND HEADLINES Cliff Reid RKO Com-Dr Lee Tracy-D. Gibson” yy b these 
AFFAIRS OF CAPPY RICKS B. Keily Rep Gain W. Bronuan-M. Brien R. Rosson 57 
MICHAEL O’HALLORAN H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr W. Gibson-Jackie Moran Carl B 
GREAT HOSPITAL MYSTERY S. Wurtzel 2¢th Mystery J. Darwell-S, Ruman J Tintine - 
DAVID HARUM (REISSUE) S. Wurtzel , 26th Comedy W. Regers-L. Dresser 5 cnlins 
LOVE FROM A STRANGER M. Schach UA Melodrama A. Hardiug-B. Rathbene R V lee 
OH, DOCTOR E. Grainger U Comedy E, E. Horton-Eve Arden y McCane 87 421 
onamiaataa STRIP WR WB Western D. Foran-J. Bryan Noel Smith” 
COURAGE B. Foy WE Rom-Com J. Muir-B. MacLane Louis King 59 5/26 
5/21/37 DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Cel Meller " 
sased SING, COWBOY, SING E. Finney GN Western ™ tex Bitter” nN Boden 
A DAY AT THE RACES L. Weingarten MGM  Rom-Com Marx Bros. TS Won? 
PICK A STAR Hal Roach MGM Musical J. Haley-P. Kelly-Laurel and E. Sedgvick 
Hardy 
NIGHT OF MYSTERY Par Par Musical a “ 
THERE GOES MY GIRL W. Sistrom RKO Comedy G. Bay ten, , h. een ” 
COME ON, COWBOYS Sol Siegel Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan — 
CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS J. Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-K. de Mille 2 fee 
vane Rp yh ee E. M Asher U Rom-Dr R. Milland-W. Barrie ‘nc hen” se a 6 
= — ER Cosmo ws Rom-Dr G. Brent-A. Louise B. Berkeley 92 
5/28 LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN E. Chodorov Cel Drama I. Hervey- 
/ / HOLLYWOOD COWBOY G. A. Hirliman RKO Western G. O'Brien-c. Dna ag roi a 
I MET HIM IN PARIS W. Ruggles Par Rom-Com C. Colbert-Melvyn Dou " W. a 
THIS IS MY AFFAIR K. MacGowan 20th Musical R. Taylor-B. Stanwyck. - Ruggles 87 
UNDER THE RED ROBE R. T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massev LF Baa 
DREAMING LIPS M. Schach UA Rom-Dr E. Bergner-R, Massey 7, atastrom 106 
THE MAN IN BLUE K. Glasmon U Melodrama R. Wilcox-N. Grey + ag omen a J 5/26 
KID GALLAHAD WB Ws Drama E. G. Robinson-B. Davis a cat oan 
6/4/37 RECKLESS RANGER Col c: Z B. Weeks 
/ TALK OF THE DEVIL B. & D. G:: Rom-Dr . aoe 5. G. Bennett 
PARNELL J. Stahl MGM Rom-Dr C. Gable-Myrna Loy Joh es 
HOTEL HAYWIRE Pai Par Comedy L. Carrille-L. Overman G sia 
MISSUS AMERICA Al Lewis RKO Comedy H. Broderick-V, Moor - Aschelanend “ 
DOOMED AT SUNDOWN A. W. Hackel Rep Western gr *~ Syaeaaes yee es | 
Sun Galarenmean J. Stone 20th Drama J. Withers-Robert Kent Somes Tinlin 
Wien = Sol Lesser 20th Western Richard Arlen-Ricarde Cortez Gus Mei . ” a 
i HIEF MEETS THIEF Criterion UA Rom-Dr D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V peg oe 
case HE, WILDCATTER | Geo. Owen U Drama "ER Coset. Gages tay Metaney 
ant Ie icaitsiinaeaiiicdiakaaeee ean : iG BISHOP WB WE Mystery D. Woods-Ann Dvorak W. pee | 
ROARING TIMBER se ee ae 
/11, 37 unpeniite caunenetecns B Ficthow aCot Outdoor Jack Holt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 
THE GREAT GAMBINI B. P. Schulberg wm om Cel ‘ Naat nag G. Fitzmaurice 
TOAST OF NEW YORK E. Small RKO omen . ae oe C. Vidor 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU L. Fields Rep Rom-Dr . i Coe R. V. Lee 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW E. M. Asher U aetna val . cane eee Pg Bom 
SL . WB WRB Drama : ye ibe, _ ’ ay McCarey 
ae BLAZING SIXES WB WB Western ‘D. Yoram. Vane Noel Sriith i 
6/18/37 TWO-FISTED SHERIFF H. L. Decker Cel lester “a Sian wa 7 
' YOU'LL BE MARRIED BY NOON S. Zimbalist MGM Com Dr o Yen tue Leon Barsha 
NORTH OF RIO GRANDE Harry Sherman Par Western Wm, Boyd-Gee. Hayes E. L. Marin 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC Ben Glazer Par Comedy B Burns-Marth: Bere rag Bem 
RIDING ON AIR David Loew RKO Comedy pith C. Reisner 
RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS A. E. Levoy Rep Musical P. Ellis-W. Hull E. Sedgwick 
YODELIN’ KID FROM PINE RIDGE A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Auleyh, te John H. Auer 
—— Bo Bn Fy ay — ia Landau 26th Comedy M Whalen-G Saenes. wines aed 
’S AC A D . Disney J . ; ' . orde 
anven ; CA Comedy Cartoon W. Disney 
THE ROAD BACK J. Whale- ' , 
7 ¢ Proll t Drama J. King-L. Blake-N. Beery, Jr. James Whale 
LY AWAY BABY WB WB Com-Dr G. Farrell-B. MacLane 
+ ? - ‘ — Ph F. M One 
WHITE BONDAGE WB WB Drama _Jean Muir-G. Oliver Nick Grinde 
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Hollywood, May 25. 
strike of the Federated Motion Picture Crajts, which started May 1, 
has jad little effect on production at the major studios. Currently, 40 
pictures are before the cameras, a drop of five from the previous two 


weeks’ total. In addition, Hal Roach, Paramount, 20th-Foxr, Universal and 
Warners are above their current selling sked. During last two weeks only 
10 pictures were previewed and readied jor release. Total of 93 films are 
peing edited, and the survey shows that 110 yarns are in the various stages 


| of preparation. 
the cameras. 

Twentieth-Fox, with five, and RKO-Radio, with three, lead the studios. 
Universal started two during the Coast convention, while all other lots 
with the exception of Columbia and United Artists started one each. 

Greatest production activity is centered at 20th-Fox, Metro and Para- 
mount. Other studios show in work: Warners, six; United Artists, four; 
RKO-Radio, three; Universal, two; Columbia, Grand National and Mono- 
gram, one each, 








Columbia 


One in work, 11 editing, 17 preparing. 
reported VarteTY May 12. None started. 

Readied to start: ‘LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE,’ ‘LOVERS ON PAROLE,’ 
‘THE AWFUL TRUTH,’ and ‘THE SOUND OF YOUR VOICE.’ 


Grand National 


Started: 





In work: ‘FLASHING SKATES,’ 





One in work, six editing, seven preparing. 


‘LOVE TAKES FLIGHT,’ produced by George A. Hirliman, directed by | 


Conrad Nagel, original by Ann Morrison Chapin, screenplay by Lionel O. 
Houser and Mervin Houser. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Beatrice Roberts, John 


Sheehan, Astrid Allwyn, Elliot Fisher, Gordon Elliot, Edwin Maxwell, | 


Grady Sutton, Arthur Hoyt, Harry Tyler. 

Stery begins on a transcontinental air trip to Los Angeles with Beatrice 
Roberts, plane hostess, being offered a picture contract by Edwin Maxwell, 
producer. She’s in love with Bruce Cabot, a pilot, and rejects the offer. 
Upon arriving in L. A., Cabot is ordered to take a ship back to N. Y. carry- 
ing Astrid Allwyn, film star. Weather is muddy and the ship is forced 
down, and the pair are found on a mountainside, with newspapers scream- 
ing headlines. When Miss Allwyn gives Cabot the lead in her next film, 
Miss Roberts begins to take her flying seriously and eventually wins races, 
etc., and finds an angel for a trans-Pacific flight. Cabot tries to persuade 
her to abandon the flight, but she refuses. She takes off from L. A. and 
while over the ocean finds Cabot stowawaying. He takes the controls and 
just before they are ready for a glide into Manila, Cabot leaps from the 


plane. Miss Roberts lands the ship but tells the truth of the flight, with | 


Cabot showing up in wet togs. 
Readied to start: ‘SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT,’ ‘FRONTIER TOWN,’ 
‘MAYBE IT’S LOVE,’ and ‘FACE THE FACTS.’ 


Metro 


Seven in work, five editing, 1@ preparing. 








In work: 


‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ reported Variety March 3: ‘MADAME | 
WALEWSKA,’ reported March 10; ‘TOPPER,’ reported March 24; ‘FIRE- | 


FLY,’ reported April 28; ‘MARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST,’ reported 
May 12 as ‘YOU’LL BE MARRIED BY NOON,’ and ‘SARATOGA,’ re- 
ported May 12. Started: 

‘GENERAL HOSPITAL,’ produced by J. J. Cohn, directed by George 
Seitz, original by Erich von Stroheim, screenplay by Carey Wilson. Cast: 
Franchot Tone, Virginia Bruce, Maureen O’Sullivan, Leonard Penn, 


Charles Grapewin, Cliff Edwards, Janet Beecher, Anthony Nace, Helen | 


Troy, Edward Norris, Grace Ford, June Clayworth, Paul Stanton, Ed 
LeSaint, G. Pat Collins. 

Story concerns Franchot Tone, interne in a general hospital, who hopes 
to become the resident physician. Maureen O'Sullivan, a nurse, loves 
Tone, but remains faithful to her drunken husband. 
an interne, is wealthy. Sadistic and a heavy drinker, he has a mania to 
operate on all his patients. Virginia Bruce, self-willed heiress, enters the 
hospital with a ruptured appendix, and Tone saves her life. They become 
infatuated and are married. However, she tires of Tone and welcomes 
visits from Penn. Tone becomes resident physician shortly before Miss 
O’Sullivan’s husband is brought in with a fractured leg. Penn decides to 
operate, and despite Tone’s efforts to repair Penn’s bungling the husband 
dies. For revenge, Penn intimates to Miss Bruce that her husband is in 
love with Miss O’Sullivan and she leaves him to go to Paris with Penn. 
That night, the train bearing them away is wrecked. Penn's legs are 
smashed and Miss Bruce is horribly burned and her beauty is marred for 
life. Tone saves Penn’s legs from amputation, but he is no longer free to 
marry Miss O'Sullivan. She leaves for another city while Tone returns to 
his work. 

Readied to start: ‘ONCE THERE WAS A LADY.’ 


Monogram 








One in work, four editing, eight preparing. Started: : : 

‘THE HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith, directed 
by William Nigh, original by Edward Eggleston, screenplay by Robert Lee 
Johnson. Cast: Mickey Rooney. Ann Nagel, Frank Shields, Edward Pauley, 
Bill Gould, Bradley Metcalfe, Doris Rankin, Harry Hayden, Cecil Weston, 
Dorothy Vaughn, Maude Philby. 

Story depicts Mickey Rooney as the son of Edward Pauley, a shell- 





(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 

Balance 

Pix tobe Steries 

Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras, tion. 
COLUMBIA Ctttcteees OO 27 1 il il 10 
Larry Darmour........ 8 3 ba 1 4 1 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 44 27 i 5 10 10 
MEE ssavctekubcacss. @& 25 6 5 il 10 
Me BOOOEMs 56 cccceccece 4 4 1 .. Lover 1 
MONOGRAM.........+- 42 ati 1 a 37 7 
PARAMOUNT eee eeeeee 48 35 5 it 6 over 10 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 4 1 .: 3 2 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 4 oe i 3 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 4 es 2 + 2 
Frank Lloyd............ 1 1 =i ; i Me 
RKO RADIO............ 39 13 2 13 3 10 
David Loew. .......... 2 i os 1 P 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 3 ° oe 2 1 
DP esntacedseges © I i 1 
REPUBLIC ........ ieee ae 16 ° 13 27 8 
A. @. Mashed. .......- - 16 16 ° e on ee 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 57 7 5 60Vver 10 
ot eae 3 i oe J 2 

UNITED ARTISTS: 

Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 3 oe 2 2 
Walt.r Wanger........ 7 3 1 + 3 3 
Selanick ee eeeereseee 5 3 e- i 1 1 

BR. Bergmer.ccocccccees 2 ee ea os mA j 
eae 2 “6 ee se ee ae 
Korda London......... 6 én be ia oa 
UNIVERSAL ...ccocccee 36 35 2 8 Tever . 
Buck WOO cet eeuesees 6 6 e- ee oe 1 
WARNERS ...ccccsceees 68 69 8 13 19 over 8 
Betels .ccccccccccces SEB 358 40 93 122 110 

39 over 


Leonard Penn, also | 


shocked war vet, who is inebriated most of the time and in trouble with 
the law. A milk strike hits the village with the farmers fighting the co- 
operatives. A new school teacher arrives at the village, takes a liking to 
Rooney and attempts to straighten out the situation. Frank Shields, son of 
a milk dealer, falls for the gal and eventually sets himself in right when 
he keeps Rooney's father out of jail. The strike is reaching a crisis and 
Shields’ father talks Rooney's dad into driving a truck through the picket 


| hibitor an 
| projection of 
|} unlawful 


ferred 





es 


: PENNSYLVANIA 
During the past two weeks 18 pictures have gone bejore| ASKS NEW LAWS 


a 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
Three bills to end blind booking, 
compulsory block booking and pre- 
playing days 


have been ine 


, troed into State Legislature by Senae 
| tor Israel Stiefel, Philly, and Repree 


Dent, Jeannette. 
First bill states: ‘It is unlawful for 
any producer or to lease 
film without the 
View a 
film It is also 
distributor to 
lease film unless he furnishes the ex- 


sentative John 
distributor 
first offering 
opportunity to 
that 
any 


eXx- 


for 


| hibitor at or before the time of mak- 


lines. The truck is overturned and Rooney's father is killed. Washup | 
has Shields and the teacher marrying to adopt young Rooney. 
Readied to start: ‘*PARA®ISE {SLE,’ ‘LUCK OF ROARING CAMP,’ 


‘PORT OF MISSING GIRLS,’ ‘WEST OF RAINBOW’S END,’ ‘TELEPHONE 
OPERATOR,’ and ‘COLLEGE SWEETHEART.’ 


Paramount 





Seven in work, 12 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘ANGEL,’ reported Variety March 31; ‘EXCLUSIVE,’ ‘EASY LIVING,’ 
‘ARTISTS AND MODELS,’ reported April 28; ‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING’ 
= —- NO LADY,’ reported May 12 as ‘LET’S TALK OF LOVE.’ 

tarted: 

‘THIS WAY, PLEASE,’ produced by Melville Shauer, directed by Robert 
| Florey, no writing credits. Cast: Charles (Buddy) Rogers, Betty Grable, 
| Ned Sparks, Fibber McGee and Molly, Jerry Bergen, Romo Vincent. 
| Porter Hall, Lee Bowman, Wally Vernon, Mary Livingstone, Cecil Cun- 
ningham. 

Story depicts a romance between a singing usherette and Rogers, emcee 
at the theatre where she’s employed. He's continually putting his singing 
finds on the stage and presents the usherette to the theatre manager, but 
the latter refuses to put her’on, saying that she had made several floppos 
previously. When the manager fires the gal, Rogers takes a powder. The 
theatre manager, now up against it for an emcee with a draw, rehires the 
gal and she in turn aids in getting the manager to take Rogers back. 
Washup has the pair being married on the stage. 


NIGHT LADIES,’ ‘EBB TIDE,’ ‘HOPALONG CASSIDY RIDES AGAIN,’ 
‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND,’ ‘ARIZONA AMES,’ ‘THE BARRIER,’ 
| EMPIRE IS BORN,’ ‘BONANZA,’ ‘MURDER GOES TO JAIL,’ 
| ‘SOPHIE LANG IN HOLLYWOOD,’ 

RKO-Radio 

Three in work, 13 editing, 10 preparing. Started: 

‘TAKE THE HEIR,’ produced by Maury Cohen, directed by Edward 
Killy, original by Lawrence Pohle and Thomas Ahearne, screenplay by 
| Arthur T. Horman and Bert Granet. Cast: Guy Kibbee, Cora Witherspoon, 
Dorothy Moore, Gordon Jones, Paul Guilfoyle, Barbara Pepper, Richard 
Lane, Frank M. Thomas, Dudley Clements, William Corson, George Irving, 
Maxine Jennings. 

Story shows Guy Kibbee, leading veterinarian in a small village, with a 
social climbing wife. She is attempting to curb a romance between their 
daughter and a reporter, awaiting momentarily until Kibbee’s rich uncle 
dies and leaves them his fortune. Latter dies and the Kibbee family goes 
to the big city to get the coin, but they do not realize the unk had been a 
top-flite racketeer. Reporters fail to recognize Kibbee as the heir, but one 
of them gets a yarn from him in which he attacks gambling, etc. News- 
hound, seeing Kibbee with the dead uncle’s business manager, writes a 
scathing report of this new racketeer who denounces his own enterprises. 
The politicians get to the managing editor and the town is tossed wide 
open, with the reporter told to take the air. However, he tells Kibbee the 
circumstances and instead of the latter taking it on the lam he buys out 
the newspaper and starts a crusade. 

‘A HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY,’ produced by Cliff Reid, directed by 
Richard Rosson, from a New York stage play with the same title by Melvin 
Levy, screenplay by J. Robert Bren, Edmund Hartmann. Cast: Fred Stone, 
Emma Dunn, Marjorie Lord, William Corson, Tommy Bond, J. Carrol 
ikee Ray Mayer, Bradley Page, Frank M, Thomas, Lee Patrick, Paul 
Guilfoyle. 

Story concerns ‘Fred Stone and his family, composed of Emma Dunn, 
daughter and a young son. Stone has never done any work for years, per- 
mitting his wife to support him by sewing. He’s in the village store loafing 
when he hears a stranger inquire as to the location of the Stone menage. 
Stone rushes home to tell his wife, inasmuch as he realizes that the family 
has been squatting on the farmland of a city feller for years. The in- 
quiring visitor is the owner of the farm, but he is seeking a hideout with 
two buddies from the Broadway gangfare. Stone agrees to take in the 


and 








sheriff. The gangster chief makes a play for the daughter and her forest- 
ranger suitor smacks him on the snout. Itching to get back to Broadway, 
the gangster sends Stone as an emissary to pay off the rival gangsters, but 
the latter trail him when he returns to the country, Gun fight follows, 
| and Stone turns out as the hero of the neighborhood. 

‘MAKE A WISH,’ produced by Sol Lesser, directed by Kurt Neumann, 
no writing credits. Cast: Bobby Breen, Basil Rathbone, Marion Claire, 
Ralph Forbes, Henry Armetta, Leon Errol, Leonid Kinsky, Donald Meek. 

Story describes Basil Rathbone as writing a new operetta for production 
in New York. Near his lake home is a summer boys’ camp and the com- 
poser forms a close friendship with Bobby Breen. He learns much of the 
boy’s mother, Marion Claire, former actress and singer. She arrives at 
the camp with her fiance, Ralph Forbes, and she and Rathbone immediately 
are attracted to each other. Rathbone offers her a role in his operetta, but 
she refuses because of her coming marriage to Forbes. Leaving the final 
act of the operetta to be mailed to the producer by a servant, Rathbone 
voyages away, but the script is appropriated by three slightly nutty song 
writers in the colony. They lose the manuscript and secretly substitute 
a third act, taking it to the producer. The latter talks Miss Claire into 
taking a role in the play after she refuses to marry Forbes, 
the score and declares it is not the one written by Rathbone, and the three 
songwriters confess as Rathbone returns to make the operetta successful. 

Readied to start: ‘THREE ON A LATCHKEY,’ ‘JUNIOR G-MAN,’ ‘MUSIC 
FOR MADAME,’ ‘FLIGHT FROM GLORY,’ ‘STAGE DOOR,’ and UN- 
TITLED JOE E. BROWN picture. 


20th Century-Fox 


Eight in work, five editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EVERYTHING,’ ‘THE CALIFORNIAN,’ and ‘BORN RECKLESS,’ reported 
Variety May 12. Started: aoe 

‘HEIDI,’ produced by Raymond Griffith, directed by Alan Dwan, original 








Cast: Shirley Temple, Jean Hersholt, Arthur Treacher, Thomas Beck, Helen 
Cooper, Marcia Mae Jones. 


with Jean Hersholt, her irascible old grandfather, in a Swiss Alpine village. 
Hersholt learns to love Shirley, who restores him to amity with the vil- 
lagers. The aunt returns to take Shirley away to Frankfurt by stealth. 
There Shirley meets Marcia Mae Jones, invalid daughter of the wealthy 
Sidney Blackmer, who leaves her in the care of the governess, Violet 
Kemble Cooper, a deceitful woman who hopes to marry Blackmer. Marcia 
loves Shirley but Shirley is pitifully lonely for her grandfather. Hersholt, 
also lonely, sets out afoot for Frankfurt to bring Shirley home. Meanwhile 
Blackmer returns to Frankfurt for Christmas. Shirley’s best friend in the 
rich household is Arthur Treacher, the butler. Blackmer is so grateful 
when Heidi teaches Marcia to walk that he wishes to adopt her. Heidi re- 








fuses. Marcia and Shirley attend the Christmas pantomime together. 








(Continued on page 23) 


Readied to start: ‘EVERYBODY’S DOING IT,’ ‘FLOOD CREST,’ ‘GOOD | 





‘AN | 


ing the lease a complete and true 
synopsis of the contents of the film, 
Such synopsis shall contain an out- 
line of the story and scenes and a 
statement describing the manner of 
treatment of dialogue concerning the 
scenes depicting vice, crime or sug- 
gestive sexual passion. 

Second bill prohibits requiring ‘as 
a precedent condition to the licens- 
ing or leasing of film that the lessee 
shall take all or a designated num- 
ber of photoplays or subjects out of 
the total number offered in order to 
obtain the ones which the lessee de- 
Purpose and intent of this 
section is to make unlawful the 
practice of compulsory block book- 
ing..and confer on the operators 
of motion picture theatres the right 
to lease only such picture as in their 
judgment will be acceptable to their 
patrons.’ In case of disagreement as 
to rentals asked by the distribs for 
the pix wanted out of the whole, ap- 


sires. 


| peal to the courts of common pleas 


is provided, 

Final measure provides: ‘It is un- 
lawful for any person to enter into 
a contract to sell, lease, lend or bar- 


| ter a film upon condition imposed by 


| 


| applying to 





trio as boarders and stages a party, inviting all in the village, including the | 


by Johanna Spyri, screenplay by Walter Ferris and Julien Josephson. | 





Breen hears | 


| 


the distributor that such public ex- 
hibition shall begin or take place on 
a specified day of the week.’ 
New 10% Mich. Tax 
Detroit, May 25. 

Ten per cent state amusement tax, 
theatres and baseball, 
hockey and football games, is pro- 
posed in a bill submitted to the state 
legislature by Chairman M. Clyde 
Stout, of the ways and means com- 
mittee, 

While not earmarked, money is 
sought to supplement state aid for 
schools and fill the gap between the 
$38,000,000, which is now scheduled 
annually and the $47,000,000 which 
the Michigan Educational Assn. Is 
demanding. Amusement tax is fig- 
ured to produce between $6,000,000 
and $8,000,000 yearly. 

Whereas federal amusement levy 
is limited to tickets costing over 50c, 
the Stout measure would begin taxa- 
tion at 10c, thus hiting all nabes and 
kid admish, Exempions would be al- 
lowed for religious, charitable pur- 
poses, and symphony concerts, 

Nebraska Clear 
Lincoln, May 25. 
Nebraska’s legislature closed with- 


|out a single slap at the amusement 


biz, especially films. Originally, at 
the beginning of session debate, 
$650,000 of proposed detrimental leg- 
islation lay on the docket for con- 
sideration, 

Two-man booth bill, bill asking 
10% of the b.o. take and 10%, of the 
gross film rental for relief, were 
killed in committee. The $1,000 an- 
nual license fee bill and measure to 
make over-buying an offense punish- 
able by heavy fine, died in pigeon- 
hole, 


CONTRACTS 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Niele Goodelle has been signed by 


Paramount. Formerly was on the 
|} air with Joe Lillie’s orch in New 
| York. 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 
| 
t 


Options of June Storey and Javne 
Regan, 20th-Fox stock players, have 
been taken up. 

Paramount lifted the options on 
Dorothy Lamour, Leif Erikson and 
Fay Holden. 

Betty Grable affixed her signature 


| to an acting termer at Paramount. 


Westley, Sidney Blackmer, Mady Christians, Gene Reynolds, Violet Kemble | 





Metro took Roger Converse away 
from selling real estate and signed 


Story shows Shirley Temple as Heidi left by Mady Christians, her aunt, | him to an acting ticket. 


Walter Wanger pacted Charlie Wil- 
liams for ‘Vogues of 1938.’ 

Metro ticketed William Thiele to 
termer as director. 

Rosella Towne, screen novice, tied 
to a term acting contract by War- 
ners. 

Metro has rewritten Ann Ruther- 
ford’s acting contract, upping her 
from shorts to features, 

Samuel Goldwyn signed Charles 
Kullmann, operatic and concert 
singer, to a term contract. 
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Lefty Recalls the Guy Whose Film 
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Playing It Safe Incorporations 





Omaha, May 25. NEW YORK 


Recent ruckus caused by city Nevco Amusement OE ugy OME é P 
) ; fathers in censorship blast boca l be age theatrical business; capital es ame ac agge 0 
: ee a “pase - ck, 5 8, yar Value. . 
against ‘Idiot’s Delight’ and ‘To- Soiaabent “kenias Woteeok dee Pe 


bacco Road,’ legits, has given 
the exhibs concern over what's 
in the films they show. 

One took it to heart enough 
to ask the Welfare Board if 
they wanted to see a screening 
of ‘Cherokee Strip’ (western) 


Street, Long Island City; Arthur Rogers, 
4535 44th street, Long Island City; Hazel 
A. MacRae, 3803 West 45th street, New 
York City. 


6 MOS. 


Net operating profit of Warner 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


+ cain 


NATIONAL SCREEN EXPAN DS Dear Joe:— 


Well, me and Aggie are still waiting 





Hippodrome Ice Shows, Inc., New 
York; operating and producing ice-skat- 
ing entertainments and carnivals; capital 
Stock, 500 shares, no par value. Incor- | 


porators: Nathan Ellenbogen and euine | Gaston Stern Delegated te Meve 



































- A ihr : Young, both of 1120 Sixth avenue, New to hear from the lawyers in Ireland 

Bros. and subsidiary pg ey rose before it was booked, York City; ae Strauss, 152 West 42nd Company into Philly | about how much dough her Aunt left 
. 4 ; aw street, New fork Cit 

more than $2,000,000 in the 26-week Gasiel Geena Gnese Ge. 2 |her when the ticker gave out and 
4 ding Feb. 27, as compared an¢ pera Co., Inc., Manhat Gast L. Ster : i ; 

period ending wee re 3 tan; coaching and training of artists, | | 7asion tern, National Screen | she went to live in a marble orchard, 

= i cele ? a cher “ Sauk velue.  inenrearateret Beane Service executive at the home office, | It’s tough on our nerves sitting 

1936. After educting all charges, @| C. Torre, 319 West 51st styeet, New York has been delegated to supervise the | around wondering if we're still poor 

including amortization, depreciation City; Victoria Sengelen, 212 Myrile ave- | e@Stablishment of new branches in|or if we’re in the money. Me and 

and normal federal income taxes, but nue, Passaic, N. J.; Frank DoPresti, 703 i 


without providing surtaxes on un- 
distributed earnings, net was $4,040,- 
388 in the 26 weeks ending on the 
February date, as against a net 
operating profit of only $1,976,245, 
after similar charges, in comparable 
period the previous year. 

Net vrofit was $7,696,486 in the 26- 
week period this year, before amor- 
tization, depreciation and federal tax 
deductions. 

Warner Bros. earnings for the 1937 
quarter covered in the report issued 
yesterday (Tues.) were equivalent to 
$1.03 per common share on 3,701,090 
shares outstanding in February, after 
allowance for current dividend re- 
quirements on the preferred stock. 
Earnings of $4,040,388 also were 
equivalent to $39.18 per share on the 
103,107 shares of preferred outstand- 
ing. Dividends in arrears March 1 
on the preference issue totalled 
$19.25 per share. 

Company made note of the fact that 
results of operations by subsids and 
branches in foreign territories, other 
than Canada, covered the 26 weeks 
ending on Jan, 2 or Jan. 30, 1937. 

Large net operating profit enabled 
Warners to reduce the deficit of 
$10,469,148, as of Aug. 29, 1936, to 
$6,363,301 as carried to the company 
balance sheet on Feb, 27 this year. 

Net income after deducting $12,- 
511,760 for amortization of film cost 
including depreciation of studio 
properties, but before other income 
and charges, totalled $9,558,649. 


FOX MICH. REORG PLAN 
HELD UP BY DETAILS 


Detroit, May 25. 

Final decree approving reorg plan 
for the Fox theatre here, okayed 
several weeks ago by Federal Judge 
Ernest O’Brien following months of 
legal arguing, is being held up while 
several minor disputes in the new 
Fox Michigan Corp. setup are ironed 
out. Final approval on plan, how- 
ever, is expected soon. 

Among the points understood to be 
holding up the decree are differences 
over appointment and number of di- 
rectors for the new _ corporation, 
which will control the theatre and 
the major share of which will be 
owned by Skouras Bros.; and a dis- 
pute over the necessity for a $500,000 
loan from the RFC. 

New corporation, it’s understood, 
wants only five directors and wants 
to appoint its own. Court, it seems, 
thinks it should have a say in who’s 
named to at least a couple of the 
posts; furthermore believes the di- 
rectors should serve without pay, 
and that there should be at least 
seven of ’em. 

In addition, it’s reported the court 
won't approve a £500,000 RFC loan, 
which already has been tentatively 
okayed by the local RFC office. 
Money is said to be wanted to pay 
back taxes, and not for improve- 
ments, and the court figures it’d just 
be adding another big burden on 
Stockholders. Latter, under the re- 
org plan, will get only 10 shares of 
$3 preferred stock and 10 shares of 
common for each $1,000 bond and 
interest thereon now held. 

Plan proposed by Colwood Co., 
original owners of theatre and Fox 
building, calls for leasing the theatre 
to Fox Michigan Corp. for 15 years. 
National Theatres (Skouras. will 
Suarantee the Fox Michigan setup 
fixed rental of $125,000 yearly, 1242% 
of gross income if vaude is used, or 
15”, if only pix are shown. 


Astor Sign Cost 66’s 


New in-motion elaborate overhead 
marquee at the Astor, on Broadway, 
prepared by Metro for ‘Captains 
Courageous’ represents an expendi- 
ture of approximately $6,000. Sails 
on the boat, which form a principal 


portion of the display, alone cost 
$600, 

















BIG STOCK 
DIVVY 


Directors of Loew’s, Inc., cut a 
dividend melon of nearly $3,000,000 
for common stockholders last week. 
Directorate ordered an extra cash 
divvy of $1.50 and the usual 50c. 
quarterly, both payable on June 30 
to stock on record June 12. This 
makes a total of $3 that the com- 
rany has declared for common 
shareholders since the first of 1937. 

While the Street had expected an 
extra of 75c. or $1, the healthy cash 
distribution came as a pleasant sur- 
prise to stockholders when the board 
of directors got together at the post- 
poned session last Wednesday. 
Loew’s paid or declared $3.50 in cash 
extras and maintained its regular 
divvy on a $2 annual basis during 
the present fiscal year which ends 
next August 31. The company paid 
$1,6242 on May 15 on the preferred, 
thereby maintaining the annual rate 
of $650 on the preference issue. 

The cash distribution on the com- 
mon, via both regular and extra 
dividends, after the June 30 pay- 
ment will amount to approximately 
$8,240,000 for Loew’s current fiscal 
year. With preferred shareholders 
getting about $884,000, both classes 
of Loew stockholders will have been 
paid more than $9,000,000 in this 
fiscal year. 


STANDARD TO PRODUCE 
EIGHT; 6 WEEKS APART 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Standard Pictures Corp. and 
Standard Distributing Corp. have 
announced eight feature length pro- 
ductions for their 1937-38 program 
with first release, ‘The Deerslayer,’ 
slated for August 1, and one every 
six weeks thereafter. 

In addition to the James Feni- 
more Cooper story, titles include 
‘First Woman,’ ‘Daughter of Ra- 
mona,” ‘Big Business,’ ‘Bet a Mil- 
lion,” ‘Argentine Take-Off,’ ‘Night 
School,’ and ‘Love Star.’ 

B. W. Richards, formerly with 
Paramount, heads the production 
company and Lou O’Brasky the dis- 
tribution unit. O’Brasky is now in 
the east arranging distribution out- 
lets. Richards claims that Standard 
has ample financing and expects to 
borrow name stars. 


RUBIN FRELS CASE DOCKET 


Starts This Week in Dallas—Many 
Legal Moves 




















Dallas, May 25. 

Anti-trust law action of Rubin 
Frels against virtually all major dis- 
tributing companies is scheduled to 
get fully under way this week here 
in the U. S. district court of Texas. 
This is the long-pending case, 
which was filed originally while the 
NRA code authority was in opera- 
tion, in which Frels charges that he 
is unable to purchase pictures and 
that there is a conspiracy to drive 
him out of business. 

Unusual aspect about the litiga- 
tion is that the distributors moved 
for dismissal on at least three occa- 
sions on the grounds that there was 
no cause of action. This motion was 
granted several times but in each 
instance the petition was amended, 
thereby preventing actual dismissal. 
Court here finally consented to per-, 
mit the action to go to trial. 





Hamilton Divvy 
An accumulation dividend of $1.25 
on the 7% preferred stock was de- 
clared last week by Hamilton United 
Theatres. It is payable on June 30 


Outlay does not cover the cost of | to stock on record May 31. 


lighting or the mechanical device 
Which keeps the boat rocking. 


| 


Company now is about $6.75 in 
arrears in dividend payments, 





Main street, Passaic, N. . 
Schine Circuit, Ine., Gloversville: 


mo- 
tion picture business; capital stock, 10 
shares, no par value Incorporators 
F. D. Thompson, Mark Benjamin, R. E. 
Wallace, all of 40 North Main street, 


Gloversville, N. Y,. 
Musictype Corp., Manhaitan: compos- 


ing and transposing music, etc.; capital 


stock, 50 shares, no par value Incor- 
porators: Stanley R. Levy, Harold M. 
Gelb, Harold Q. Masur, all of 55 West 
42nd street, New York City. 

Frank Hazard, Inc., Manhattan; em- 
ployment agency for actors, et« ; enapital 
stock, 50 shares, no par value. Incor- 
porators: CC. N. Bennett, 425 East 54th 
street, New York City: Arthur Philips, 
Room 802, Carnegie Hall, New York 
City; John J. McAndrew, 185 Madison 
avenue, New York City. 

Statement and Designation 

Wynn Producing Co., Ine., 317-225 
South State street, Dover, Del.: motion 
picture and theatrical business; capital 
stock, 1,000 shares, $100 par value. John 
D. Murphy, president; New York office, 
234 West 44th street, New York City. 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento 
Club; no capital 


Hollywood Press 


stock. Directors: F. Schroeder, E, O. 
Saunders and William R. Swigart. 
Three Arch Bay Association; outdoor 


amusements; no capiial; permitted to 
issue 400 Class A and 400 Class B mem- 


berships. Directors: George Grant, 
E. M. Scofield, D. V. O'Flaherty, Robert 
M. Lawson, Edward H. Griflith, Jessie 
E. Gibson, J. M. Stamford, H. M. Proc- 


tor and Alfred Gitelson. 
International Educatienal Films; mo- 


tion picture exhibitions; capital, 1,000 
shares, no par; permitted to issue all 
Directors: Charles E. Hewing, Warren 
S. Hewing, Cecil E. May, Harris Ander- 
son and John T. Harms, 

Eager Theatre, Inec.; capital stock, 
$25,000, none subscribed, Directors: 


Harry Vinnicof, Frank Baffa, O. Boftlino, 
all of L, A. 

Earle Yerris Radio Feature Service; 
Capital stock, 2,500 shares, non sub- 
scribed. Directors: Rex Tf, Burrill, 
Cc. M. Shannon, Henry lL. Stewart, all 


Entertainments, Tne.: capital 
100 shares, subscribed $2 DI- 
rectors: L. yan, Irving Cohen, L. 
Kingston, all of L. A. 


MISSOURI 

Jefferson 

Southern States Theatres Co., Spring- 
field, Ma.; to own and operate theatres 
and to buy and sell theatre equipment; 
5.000 authorized capital Incorporators: 
John Brown and A. S. Rosewall, Spring- 
field, Mo., and P. R. Isley, Tulsa, Okla, 
Tivoli Amusement Co., Savannah, Mo.; 


City 


to operate, lease, buy, sell, ete., amuse- 
ment enterprises for profit; capital, 
$5,000, Incorporators: C B Cook, 
V. O. Cook and Ray Weightman, all of 


Marysville, Mo. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Raleigh, 
Enterprises; = 100 
Kincey, Roy 
Anderson, all 


Gastonia Theatre 
shares subscribed. H. F. 
L. Smart and Henry L. 
of Charlotte. 


TEXAS 
Galveston. 

Beaumont Broadcasting Corp.. Beau- 
mont; radio; capital stock, $125,000. In- 
corporators: C, W. Snider, lL. H. Cullum, 
D. A. Kahn. 

Brazos Amusement Co., Huntsville: 
opera; capital stock, $1,000, —Incorpora- 
tors: R. BR. Weatherall, Jr, J. W. 
Pruitt, B. B. Ferguson. 


Jack Pickens Theatres. Son Antonio; 
theatres; capital stock, $59,000. Incor- 
porators: Jack Pickens, F. R. Hansen, 
Lanham Croley. 

South Texas Exposition Association, 
Cornus Christi; fairs: copital stock, 
$1,000. Incorporators: W. 1. Dinn, EB. 8. 
Joslin, B, &. Burgess. 

Foreign. Permits 

Oddities, Ine., California:  thentre; 
home office, Los Angeles: Vexas office, 
Dallas: capital stock, $16,250. Agent, 
F. F. Bokern, 

Alexander Film Co., Delawore: adver- 
tising; home office. Colorado Springs, 


Colo.: Texas office, Dallas; exnital stock, 
$390,000. Agent, J. C. Herris 


K-A-0 Pays $1.75 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum continued 
its policy of keeping up dividend 
payments on its preferred last week 
by again making a $1.75 declaration 
out of capital surplus. New dividend 
will be paid on July 1 to stock- 
holders of record at the close of 
business, June 15. Payment covers 
the quarter ended Dec. 31, 1933. 

When another $1.75 payment was 
made on April 1, this year, the ar- 
rears owing on this stock totalled 
$24.50. 








Pathe Meet 


Pathe Films Corp. directors will 
act on preferred dividend payment 
at their regular monthly meeting to- 
day (Wednesday). Aside from 
routine business and reading of cur- 
rent earnings, directorate is not ex- 
pected to take any other action at 
today's confab. No divvy on common 
is anticipated. 


Philadelphia and Washington for 
Nat'l Screen Accessories. 


in Philadelphia this week. 

Later on additional offices will be 
opened, plans so far including Mem- 
phis and Oklahoma City. 





SPLIT PHILLY 
CENSORS 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Columbia’s ‘Damaged Goods’ and 
Weldon Pictures’ ‘Damaged Lives’ 
have split the State Censor Board 
here into an almost hopeless dead- 
lock. It has had both pix, which deal 
with social diseases, for more than a 
week without rendering a decision. 


‘These two pictures have caused 
the Board more trouble than all the 
others we have reviewed put to- 
gether,’ Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, 
chairman, told Variety. She said 
she is in favor of passing both in- 
tact, but is being opposed by the 
other two censors. Division of 
opinion may end up before Governor 
Earle. 

In the meantime, members of the 
board are awaiting an opinion by 
Attorney General Charles Margiotti 
on legality of passing films with a 
proviso that children under 16 not 
be admitted. Mrs. Palmer declared 
she was told when the present board 
took office more than a year ago 





she is demanding another opinion. 


Mrs. Hester M. Fye and Patrick 
Duffy, other board members, have 
suggested the pix involved be shown 
only at clinics and educational in- 
stitutions, 


Special showing of ‘Damaged 
Lives’ was held at the Erlanger The- 
atre Saturday night (22). It was at- 
tended by the Mayor and admittance 
was only on cards signed personally 
by him. 


BERGMAN STAYS PUT 








Maurice Bergman has _ reconsid- 
ered leaving Lord & Taylor to join 
the Buchanan agency, which has ob- 
tained two accounts that Bergman 
handled for L. & T., Paramount 
(nationally) and the Si Fabian group 
of theatres, Brooklyn. He was to 
have switched with these accounts to 
Hanff-Metzger June 1, 

L. & T. retains the RKO-Radio 
picture account and Arthur Mayer's 


charge of RKO, 





N. Y. Court Throws Out 


Suit to compel Harry Glover, as 
president of the Allied Motion Pic- 


Joseph Basson, president of Local 
306, to throw out the agreement of 
last January reached between ITOA 
and the local and to continue under 
the 1933 contract between Allied and 
ITOA, was dismissed on a techni- 
cality Saturday (22) by N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice Levy. Gotham 
Amusement Corp. and other indies 
who have been vigorously battling 
the new agreement, under which 
they are compelled to engage ma- 
chine ops, instituted the court action. 
In dismissing the case, Judge Levy 
allowed plaintiffs ten days in which 
to file an amended complaint. 

Gotham et al had claimed the 
January agreement was _ illegally 
forced through by the defendants 
and that it had never been ratified 
by the ITOA board of directors. 





that this was illegal in Pennsy, but | 


WITH LORD & THOMAS 


Rialto, N. Y. Bergman takes care of | 
the latter, while Jack Pegler is in| 


He will be | 


iter or 


2 ‘DAMAGE’ PIX 








Aggie sit around the trailer nearly 
all day waiting for a cable or a let- 
whatever they tell you with 
that you're rich, 

We have been looking around to 
see what we'll do with the dough 
when we get it and we're pretty 
near all set with our list, I figure 
there’s no use wasting time, we'll be 
ready to start spending as soon as 
we get it. You ought to get a load 
of us rehearsing with stage money. 
We take turns playing the part of 
the customer, and you'd be surprised 
at all things that you always felt you 
would like to buy when you're rich 
that you don’t even want when you 
got the dough. It’s a lot of fun play- 
ing like that, but the worst part of 
the game is when you really want 
something, like groceries, and you 
find out that the dough you are go- 
ing to buy it with is stage money. 
Well, it won't be long now before 
we get it. 

We saw a little picture house we 
can buy pretty cheap because the 
guy that owns it has to go back 
Fast on account of his health, he says 
it’s too sunny for him out here. Ag- 
gie can sell tickets and I can run 
the house. Maybe we can do our act 
once in a while, instead of running 
bank nights, give 'em a touch of 
vaudeville, and if they like it we 
can give our pals a chance to pick 
up a couple bucks to keep the wolf 
oulta the ice box. I got a lot of 
swell ideas how to run a picture 
house, ain't I been on the stage for 
years? 


Me and Aggie saw a preview of 


| the picture I was in where I played 





M. P. Union Squabble 


ture Machine Operators’ Union, and | 


a banker. They showed the front 


of the bank and the back of the 
banker. Pictures are sure wonder- 
ful. I had my face facing the 
|}camera every minute when they 


took the picture, but in the picture 
all I can see is my back, I wouldn't 
even known it was me, but Aggie 
recognized the run-down heels. Well, 
maybe if I own a picture house they 
will give me a chance to play a 
decent part so that they can book 
my house. 


Listened in to W. C. Fields again 
Sunday, and he sure is doing great, 
which goes to show you what a 
juggler can do if he puts his mind 
to it. And that Edgar Bergen is 
sure slaying them with his dummy, 
Charlie McCarthy, he’s the best belly 
talker that ever drank a glass of 
water while singing ‘Maggie.’ Got 
a letter from Henry Bergman, you 
remember Clark and Bergman? 
They just closed with the ‘Great 
Waltz.’ 

I received the copy of your new 
song, ‘Unfair to Organized Love’ and 
i's a pip. Me and Aggie are learn- 
ing it and will put it on the first 
benefit they run here. There's a 
story going around out here about 
the actor that took a picture test 
and the report came back, ‘No 
blood.’ . .. It may be an old gag 
because there’s very few new ones 
out here, 

This is about the end of the record 
so I'll close with best to you and 
the ‘set pieces’ outside of the Bond 
Building. SEZ. 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S—Aggie and me saw the 
Coronation pictures, it reminded me 
of the initiation night of the Wood- 
men of the World. I could see 
where the guy that handled the 
crown coulda got a big laugh if he 


,took a fall, but those English guys 


have no humor. 





British Exhibs in Town 


on a 


To See What’s Doing 


Group of picture theatre operators 
and owners from England arrived 
in New York City last Saturday (22) 
combined  pleasure-business 
junket. They will study various 
phases of American exhibition and 
distribution in the east and on the 
Coast, concluding with a tour of in- 
spection of Hollywood studios. 

Party, which is headed by Nat 
Cohn, leaves for the Coast the last 
of this week. arriving in Hollywood 


| June 1. 
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' ‘Cannot miss being a boxoffice bonanza! The Watt, 
zenith of smart showmanship! Audiences J fo See / 
everywhere, regardless of community, age or 
tastes, will rave.” — Boxottice 

| *Will be a big money-maker everywhere! 












Robert Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck and Victor 
McLaglen, all in strong acting roles, increase 
its boxoffice value to high-power proportions!” 

-— Hollywood Reporter 


ON On NN mers or 


wenn: 


*"Sure-fire entertainment throughout! Taylor 
plays with conviction, one of his best exhibits. 
Miss Stanwyck has never been more appeal- 

ing. Victor McLaglen in his best form.” 
_ oo — Variety Daily 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 19) 


Hersholt is seeking Shirley and is put in jail. Blackmer discharges Miss 
Cooper who, for revenge, tries to give Shirley away to the Gypsies. 
Hersholt escapes from jail in time to foil her plot and Shirley is happily 
reunited with him. 

‘WILD AND WOOLLY,’ produced by John Stone, directed by Al Werker, 
original and screenplay by Lynn Root and Frank Fenton. Cast: Jane 
Withers, Jackie Sear!, Berton Churchill, Douglas Fowley, Lon Chaney, Jr., 
Walter Brennan, Pauline Moore, Douglas Scott, Robert Wilcox, Carl 
‘Alfalta’ Switzer. 

Story deals with the feud of two old men in Mesa City. 
nan, ex-sheriff, ex-bad man, is the grandfather of Jane Withers. Brennan’s 
lifelong enemy is Berton Churchill, the town banker. Action revolves 
around the Pioneer Day Jubilee. Churchill’s grandson is Jackie Searl, 
and the boy and girl have inherited the bitter rivalry that keeps the old 
men apart. 
ancient locomotive by Robert Wilcox, wealthy publisher's son sent west 
to operate the Mesa City Courier. A love aflair starts between Bailey and 
Pauline Moore, the local schoolma’am, who is loved also by Frank Melton, 
Churchill’s nephew. Jane becomes an under-cover reporter and detects 
a plot. 
a vuel is arranged. Brennan is eager to fight but runs out because of the 
consequences to Jane. Jane and Jackie decide on a duel of their own in 
the cemetery and Jane frightens Jackie away, at the same time overhear- 


Walter Bren- | of Cozy, Marion, Ill., have purchased | 


| Gem, in 


Jane and Jackie are saved from death when they start an | 


Brennan, running for sheriff, quarrels anew with Churchill and | 


ing a conspiracy to rob the bank. She and Jackie foil the bank robbery | 


and Brennan gets the credit for arresting the bandits. 
and is reconciled with Churchill. 

‘THIN ICE,’ préduced by Raymond Griffith, directed by Sidney Lanfield, 
screenplay by Boris Ingater and Milton Sperling, script by Melville Bakev, 
from the stage play, ‘His Majesty's Car.’ Cast: Sonja Henie, Tyrone Power, 


He is elected sheriif 


Arthur Treacher, Leah Ray, Alan Hale, Maurice Cass, Sig Rumann, Mel- | 


ville Cooper, Joseph Schildkraut, Elisha Cook, Jr.. Raymond Walburn, | 


George Givot, Joan Davis. 

Story is laid in a winter resort in the Swiss Alps. 
skating instructress and niece of Raymond Walburn. Resort is in a dither 
because the snow has not fallen and the villagers who earn their living in 
various capacities at the hotel are staring at poverty. An international 
neutrality conference engages accommodations for many important dig- 
nitaries including Tyrone Power, who is Prince Rupert, ruler of a neigh- 
boring country. Power, feigning illness, is brought in on a stretcher but 
leaves the hotel by a rear door and takes lodgings at an inn posing as a 
journalist. Bitter rivalry exists between Alan Hale and Maurice Cass, 
diplomatic agents of rival powers. Power meets Miss Henie skiing and a 
love affair starts, she not realizing that he is the prince. Hale and Cass 
plot for the favor of Walburn when the rumor gets around that Power has 
fallen for Sonja. The girl denies it to all parties, but she is not believed. 
Both Hale and Cass offer bribes to Waiburn. Power tries to marry Miss 
Henie but the village minister refuses because of the sour rumors about 
Sonja and the prince. Hale and Cass agree on a duel. Power's prime 
minister arrives in a dither because of the international situation provoked 
by stories of Power’s philandering. Walburn dreads the vengeance of 
Hale and Cass, both of whom believe he has duped them. Power saves 
the situation by announcing ihai he will marry Sonja. She is sent for and 
when she discovers that Power is the prince she swoons happily. 

‘LANCER SPY,’ produced by Sam Engel, directed by Gregory Ratoff, 
original by Marthe Cnockaert McKenna, screenplay by Philip Dunne. Cast: 
Sig. Rumann, J. Edward Bromberg, Frances Drake, Germaine Aussey, 
George Sanders, Peter Lorre, Virginia Fields, Joseph Schildkraut, Colin 
Clive, Maurice Moscovitch, Lester Mathews, Fritz Feld. 

Story is written against the background of the World War. A German 
officer taken prisoner by the British bears a striking resemblance to a 
British naval officer, both parts being played by George Sanders. Sanders 
is relieved from duty and carefully schooled to impersonate the German 
officer. It is given out that the German has escaped. Disguised as the 
German, Sanders makes his way over the German border charged with the 
task of obtaining for the war office all the German military dispositions 
for the proposed giant drive meant to end the war with victory for the 
Central Powers. Sanders receives official recognition and is decorated by 
the Kaiser. However, he is suspected by a certain official of the German 
secret service who sets Germaine Aussey, a dancer, to spy on him. They 
fall in love. Miss Aussey reveals to Sanders that he is under suspicion. 
He learns the German plans and prepares to flee. Before taking flight back 
to England he goes to the cafe where Miss Aussey is performing for a last 
interview and to pledge undying love. He is followed by the suspicious 
German, who draws a pistol and fires. Miss Aussey leaps in front of her 
lover and is killed. Meanwhile, a French spy who has been working 
with Sanders, kills the German and Sanders escapes. 

‘TOO MUCH LIMELIGHT,’ produced by Max Golden, directed by Frank 
Strayer, no writing credits. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, Florence 
Roberts, George Ernest, Kenneth Howell, Shirley Deane, June Carlson, 
Billy Mahan, Joan Marsh. 

Story is another of the Jones Family series. 
reform candidate for mayor. His political enemies frame the older Jones 
boy on a drunk driving charge. Incensed, the younger son finds family 
loyalty coming to the fore and through a series of complications discovers 
pes plot and fastens the guilt upon those responsible. Mr. Jones wins the 
election. 

Readied to start: ‘ROYAL BRISTOL HOTEL,’ ‘DANGER, LOVE AT 
WORK,’ ‘CHICAGO,’ ‘WIFE, DOCTOR AND NURSE,’ ‘ALI BABA GOES 


Republic 


None in work, 13 editing, eight preparing. Started and completed: — 

‘RANGE DEFENDERS,’ produced by Sol Siegel, directed by Mack Wright, 
original screenplay by Joseph Poland. Cast: Bob Livingston, Ray Corri- 
gan, Max Terhune, Eleanor Stewart, Harry Wood, Earle Hodgins, Thomas 
Carr, Yakima Canutt, John Merton. ; 

Stery shows Bob Livingston learning that his younger brother has 
been accused of murdering a rancher, and is now a hunted fugitive, al- 
though innocent. Sheriff is controlled by the leader of the usurping sheep- 
men, and inasmuch as the chance for a fair trial is stim, Livingston and his 
pals, Corrigan and Terhune, set out to clear the boy. They put up a can- 
didate for sheriff and Livingston falls in love with the daughter of the 
murdered man. Livingston's brother is jailed and the trio raid the jail 
and free the lad. However, Livingston is captured just as his gal friend 
learns the identity of the slayer. 

Readied to start: ‘SHE DIDN’T WANT A SHEIK.’ 


United Artists 


Four in work, one editing, eight preparing. In work: : 

‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ reported Variety March 24; ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ re- 
arse April 7; ‘HURRICANE’ and ‘DEAD END,’ reported May 12. 
Started. 

Readied to gtart: ‘NOTHING SACRED,’ ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM 
SAWYER,’ ‘52D STREET,’ ‘STAND IN,’ ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING,’ ‘MARCO 
POLO’ and ‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES.’ 


Universal 


Two in work, six editing, eight preparing. In work: 

‘100 MEN AND A GIRL,’ produced by Joseph Pasternak, directed by 
Henry Koster, no writing credits. ast: Deanna Durbin, Leopold 
Stokowski, Adolphe Menjou, Mischa Auer, Alma Kruger, Viola Callahan, 
Jack Mulhall. 

Story describes Adolphe Menjou, a musician out of work, as the father 
of Deanna Durbin. In looking for labor, Menjou finds a purse containing a 
lot of coin. In an effort to make a showing, he flashes it at his boarding 
house and tells his daughter and friends that he has obtained a job. 
However, the next day he returns the coin to its owner, but continues to 
pretend he is practicing daily with Stokowski'’s ork. Deanna learns the 
truth, however, but in doing so makes the acquaintance of a wealthy pa- 
troness of the arts and music. Miss Durbin captivates the woman with her 
Singing and she agrees to angel an orch composed of out-of-work musicians. 

fore the setup is arranged, Miss Durbin learns the woman has sailed for 
Europe so she goes to the husband and explains the situation. He finally 
agrees to carry on with the idea of sponsoring the orch as a gag. However, 
€ soon learns the true situation, and in an effort to get out from under 


Mr. Jones is running as the 


. TO TOWN,’ and ‘JEAN.’ 




















Sonja Henie is the 








Theatre Changes 





St. Louis. 
J. A. Siepker and _ associates, 
Webster Groves, Mo., are planning 


erection of a 1,000-seater in Old 
Orchard, a suburb. 

Rufus H. Limpp, King City, Mo., 
oil company owner, will erect new 
theatre in this town. 

Frisina Amusement Co., Spring- 
field, Ill., has taken over Fulton and 
Fulton, Mo. 





Farrar & Turner Circuit, operators 


site for a new 650-seater to be erect- | 
ed this summer. | 
V. J. Helling is managing New 
Avalon, Lawrenceville, Il., and Capi- 
tol, Bridgeport, Ill., for the Frisina 
Amusement Enterprise Circuit. 





Denver. 

Coloradds purchased from J. ye 
Melton by Edward and Robert Ma-| 
pel, owners of the Tivoli and Gem. | 





Columbus. 
Frank Throop, treasurer of the 
RKO Palace, replacing Daniel Pol-| 
lard, who is leaving theatre biz for} 
an athletic director’s post in Pitts- 
burgh. 








Spartanburg, S. C. 

H. F. Kincey and Roy L. Smart of 
Wilby-Kincey, operating four Spar- 
tanburg houses, are members of | 
Gastonia Enterprises, Inc., chartered 
this week end to operate motion pic- 
ture theatres in the Gastonia area of 
the Carolinas, 





Milwaukee. 

Harold Mirisch has resigned as 
manager of the film booking depart- 
ment of Warner-Saxe theatres in 
Wisconsin. He had been identified 
with Warner theatres for 15 years, 
five years of which were spent in 
Wisconsin. His future plans are in- 
definite. 





Des Moines. 

East Des Moines will have new | 
picture houses soon. The old Ritz 
at 1544 E. Grand ave. will be razed 
and a new theatre to cost $18,500 
erected on the site. Elias Garbett 
and his son, E. M. Garbett, will man- 
age. 

L. H. Kahn and L. L. Depovitz. 


| East Des Moines theatre men, will 
| build a new theatre less than a block 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


None | 


from the new Ritz. 





Los Angeles. 
Clayton Wright succeeded Bob 
Wells as manager of the Colony, Hol- 
lywood boulevard subsequent run, 


| President's 


VARIET 23 
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[ EXPLOITATION :-: by Epes w. sorgon 





Working Newsreels 


Too many managers regard the 
newsreels as part of the furnishings 
ot a theatre rather than as a ticket 
seller, yet the newsreel can be made 
a positive aid to the box-office with 
very little effort. It will sell tickets 
that cannot be vended through any 
other source and at the same time 


| the reel can give definite tone to the 


theatre's offering, 

Now and then some widespread 
disaster -ssuch as ‘he recent floods 
will be played up, and even given a 
one-sheet display in the lobby, but 
few managers realize that practical- 
ly every week there is something 
that can be played up importantly 


|} if they study the list of subjects. 


For an example one hustler found 
he was getting good coverage on the 
proposal to enlarge the 
supreme court. The newspapers had 
made much of it, so he took extra 


| space to advertise on the same page 


as the runover on the court story 
‘The Bijou theatre is now showing 
the Supreme Court discussion. Hear 
the arguments and then vote for or 
against as you leave the theatre.’ In 





Simple Gags 
House manager in a spot where 
ballyhoo helps was siuck toc an idea 
for a picture wiih tew exploitation 


angles. Finally hit on a knoclout 
that is so good he plans a repeat 


presently. 

He has his signwriter do a 60- 
word spiel on the pictuce and hung 
it prominently in the lobby with the 
announcement that at seven and nine 
o'clock prizes would be given the 


persons reading the text distinctly 
and rapidly. A stop watch was held 
on the contestants, and any stumble 
or mispronounced word tnrevy him 
out of the contest. A number of boys 
were on hand for each trial, with 
prizes of tickets for the fastest read- 
er and the runner-up. No catch- 
words were used, but the kids grew 
|so eager that on the two contests 
only five boys were able t» read 


i through and then repe 


the inner lobby a ballot box was es- | 


tablished with a supply of votes and 
pencils for marking. An attendant 
gave a ballot to each patron 
asked for one. For three days a tab- 
ulation was made and sent to the 
papers and the theatre obtained 
three invaluable free ads. 

For the flood stuff a special ad was 
run on the picture page: ‘For addi- 
tional views of this great disaster, 
see the newsreels at the Bijou. New 
pictures Mondays and Wednesdays.’ 
That made business, too. 

There's gold in the newsreels, but 
it takes a little digging to get it out, 
though even without advertising the 
reels probably draw more coin than 
most front men realize. 


Adapted Striker 


A toy elevator on a 30-foot compo 
board skyscraper in front of the Ritz 
theatre, San Bernardino, Calif., at- 
tracted the attention of passersby to 
Manager Howard Ralston's ‘Top of 
the Town’ lobby. 

Sign offered free passes to those 
who could jerk a rope and send the 
elevator up the skyscraper so that it 
stopped at a bell, which then rang. 
Giant letters spelled out ‘Top of the 
Town’ down skyscraper front. Spec- 


| seeks out her home, and drives through her fence. 





tacular appearance of display, plus 
frequent ringing of bell by boy in 
charge, plus lure of free ducats, plus 
clatter of zooming el*vator, added to 
success of the novelty. 


Lou Halper announced several 
shifts in the Warner theatre line-up 
in Los Angeles area. Bill Hendricks 

(Continued on page 58) 


Wanger Sets Ad Sked 


Hollywood, May 25. ; Spartanburg, S. C. 

Advertising campaign has. been | (A, Mikey, Mouse Clu starting 
set for Walter Wanger's ‘Vogue's of | included in City Manager Bob Tal- 
1938’ and ‘52nd Street in confer- | bert’s plans for further seasonal ex- 
ences held by Wanger with Charles | ploitation of four Wilby-Kincey 
Curran, account executive, and Al- house offerings here, State theatre 
lan Bogart, art. director, of the | %0ing places with kiddies with thou- 
Donahue-Coe. agency. 


_ eres in a Popeye Safety 
: that meets Saturday mornings 
Pair returned to New York last rey = pw ; & 
week often iaieie. with WSPA hookup, eats, pictures, 


etc. 





Strong for Club 








he demands that Stokowski direct the outfit. This is eventually arranged 
in the closing scenes. Miss Durbin sings four tunes in the film. 

‘REPORTED MISSING,’ produced by E. M. Asher, directed by Milton 
Carruth, original by Verne Whitehead, screenplay by Joseph Fields, Jerr 
Chodorov and James Milhauser. Cast: William Gargan, Jean Rogers, Dic 
Purcell, Joseph Sawyer, Hobart Cavanaugh, Michael Fitzmaurice. 

Story depicts Gargan experimenting with a scientific drift indicator for 
airplanes which, if successful, will prevent crashes due to fog. He finally 
arranges to have it tried out on one of the transcontinental ships. It is 
installed secretly, but Gargan’s civse circle of friends know about it. 
Michacl Fitzmaurice pilots the plane toward New York and everything is 
apparently going satisfactorily when it crashes suddenly. It is found with 
the passengers and crew dead. At a governmental hearing, Gargan’s testi- 
mony seems to throw blame on the pilot, and as a result Jean Rogers break 
their engagement. Gargan sells his invention to Dick Purcell, who is on 
the make for Miss Rogers, but in another week a second plane experiment- 
ing with the contrivance cracks up. In each instance it is discovered that 
the passengers have been robbed. Gargan plans a trap and Purcell turns 
up to be the fiend. 

Readied to start: ‘THAT’S MY STORY,’ ‘LAW OF TOMBSTONE,’ ‘CAR- 
NIVAL QUEEN,’ ‘MIDNIGHT RAIDERS,’ ‘BEHIND THE MIKE,’ ‘THE 
LADY FIGHTS BACK,’ ‘MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1937,’ and ‘HELL ON 
ICE.’ 


Warners 


Six in work, 13 editing, eight preparing. In work: 

‘IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER,’ reported Variety April 28 as ‘A GENTLEMAN 
AFTER MIDNIGHT’; ‘ANGLE SHOOTER,’ reported April 28; ‘MR. DODD 
TAKES THE AIR’ and ‘FIRST LADY,’ reported May 12. Started: 

‘THE PERFECT SPECIMEN,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown, directed 
by Michael Curtiz, original by Samuel Hopkins Adams, screenplay by Law- 
rence Riley and Norman Reilly Raine. Cast: Errol Flynn, Joan Blondell, 
May Robson, Dick Foran, Beverly Roberts, Edward Everett Horton, Hugh 
Herbert, Warren Hymer, Marie Wilson, Granville Bates, Donald Meek. 

Story concerns Errol Flynn, ‘The Perfect Specimen,’ sheltered through- 
out his life in luxury by a doting grandmother. Joan Blondell, anxious to 
meet Flynn, drives her car through the fence on his estate, almost running 
over him. His interest is piqued and the next day he goes into the village, 
He talks her into tak- 
ing a drive during which he blocks a truck driven by Warren Hymer. A 
fight follows in which Flynn trounces Hymer. Hymer cannot go into a 
prizefight because of his condition and stands to lose the coin on which he 
and Marie Wilson were going to be married. Flynn substitutes for Hymer 
and knocks out the gorilla. Flynn and Miss Blondel! learn that the coun- 
try is being scoured for the kidnapers of the perfect specimen and take 
refuge in the home of Hugh Herbert, an eccentric poet. The next night 
they stop at a hotel, but after registering fictitiously as man and wife, Miss 
Blondell flees, with Flynn taking a mechanic’s job. Herbert is arrested 
when he attempts to cash a check given him by Flynn. Miss Blondell and 
Flynn arrive to prevent his incarceration when Flynn's grandmother shows 
up accusing Miss Blondel! of being a fortune hunter. The latter starts to 
leave when a hotel clerk shows up with a sheet torn from the register. 
It is then developed that when two persons register as man and wife in 
that state they are legally married. 

Readied to start: ‘ALCATRAZ ISLAND.’ 





who | 








through to the finish. It created a 
lot of fun, and a surprise develop- 
ment was an editorial in the local 
paper the following afternoon on the 
virtues of good diction. 
Reverse stunt will be tried 
time, with the copy to be 


next 
read 
‘ted, bu’ in the 


speaker’s own words. Best sniel cons 


the award. After that the idea will 
be carried to the school rooms, with 
pupils supplied with the text the 
day before. Three out of the five 
grade schools have welcomed the 
idea and a fourth is under pressuve 
to run off the stunt at the assembly 


instead of in the English classroom. 

Best point in the idea is that the 
spectators get the message not once, 
but over and over, rnd if tere is 
any sales value to the picture, the 
result is assured. 


Wrapper Tickets 


Through a tie-up with local dairy, 
Al Sobler, manager of Lou Metzucr's 


new Spreckels theatre, San Diego, 
arranged a candy matinee for his 
‘Top of the Town’ campaign, and 


netted big smash in extra advance 
advertising for his engavement. 


Children were admitted for a 
Scooter Bar wrapver, nlus 5c, the 
dairy making uv the differenege in 


admission. Dairy flooded town with 
10,000 heralds, placed under. each 
bottle of milk they delivered. Six 


hundred groceries and drug §stovres 
carried a large window streamer 
plugging event. Dairy ran special 


ads and secured 1 ewspaper publicity. 
Theatre party for dairy’s @niplpves 
and friends was arranged and r 
paid for by dairy. 

As part of Sobler’s campaign. on 
which he was assisted by Publicity 
tManager Marian Gronow, he planted 
a ‘Top of the Town’ window of 
straw toppers, secured ai colorful 
Kress window flash display of film’s 
song hits, and also landed a knockout 
full-page co-op ad. 





Swing Stuff 
Seattle. 

A 50-foot swing is setting the town 
agog at the Coliseum this week and 
the past few days, ballying for 
‘Swing High, Swing Low,’ current 
at this Hamrick-Fvergreen house. 

Manager Leo Hartley figured out 
the stunt which rates tops here in 
years, as to novelty and stopper re- 
sults. The swing has each rope ene 
twined with blinking electric lights, 
It extends from top of the building 
to marquee on Pike Street side, and 
is visible for blocks. A doorman is 
used to swing the ushérette, so cost 
is almost nil. 

This gag not only attracted to ciir- 
rent show, but when put up ‘Mrs, 
Cheyney’ had been drawing lighiily. 
Folks would stop, and then go into 
the theatre to see another pix, from 
the one that is being plugged. 





Getting Personal 


Frank Shaeffer, of the Virginia 
theatre, Harrisonburg. thot state, 


used the regular RKO tabloid on 
‘Shall We Dance,’ but he handled 
it differently. Across the top of the 
front page he printed “To the movie- 
goers of ’ and in addition to 
Harrisonburg he imprinted lots for 
five feeder towns, using from 150 
to 350 tabs for each. Fach town was 
given the impression the appeal was 
directed to that spot particularly, 
and it seems to have had the effect 
of centering attention on the adver- 
tisement. 

Boys were sent over to the feeders 
to make sure the distribution was 
complete. It meant six changes on 
the press, but in a small town that 
probably was an inexpensive mat- 
ter. 





Used Psychology 


Columbus. 

The pathological angles of ‘Night 
Must Fal!’ provided Manager Russ 
Bovim of Loew's Ohio and Fred 
Oestreicher, Loew's press agent here, 
with an opportunity to line up 
learned and dignified exploitation for 
the film’s opening. 

First step was to invite a small 
group of Ohio State University psy- 
chology professors and loca! psy- 
chologists and newspapermen to 4a 
special preview at the Paramount 
exchange four days before the pic- 
ture was to open. After the film had 
been run, Oestreicher led the group 

(Continued on page 63) 
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and independents off free. Legisla- 
tors also grumbled over the idea of 
turning the Hobbs investigation over 
to the house judiciary committee, in- 
stead of to a special group which | 
could handle it exclusively. 

All of these objections apparently | 
have been overcome in the six-page | 
Dies resolution, which calls for a 
complete going-over of every branch | 
of the industry. Beginning with an | 
investigation- into possible existence 
of ‘monopolies within the industry 
continuing into the question of 
unfair trade practices, cut-throat | 
competition and other delicate mat- | 
sleuthers would busy them- 
selves—'whether or not the House is | 
sitting, has recessed, or has ad- 
journed’—with a long probe of the 
entire situetion. 

Under the terms of the legislation, 
film lobbyists would be shoved under 
a government microscope, organiza- 
tions and associations of exhibitors, 
distributors and producers would be 
scrutinized, to determine what ef-| 
forts are being made to ‘monopolize 
business, prevent competition and 
promote legislation,’ and the whole 
picture of producer-exhibitor rela- 
tions would be unfolded to find out 
just what the two groups have bee 
doing to trip each other. 

Included in the long list of film 
activities which will be put under 
observation if the resolution is 
passed, are: 





and 


ters, 


Questions 

1. Question as to whether mo- 
nopolies exist and, if so, the individ- 
uals or corporations guilty of such | 
monopoly. 

2. Question of possible unfair | 
trade practices within the industry. | 

3. Question as to whether—and | 
where—cut-throat competition exists. 

4. Question as to whether motion- 
picture employees are receiving fair 
wages and reasonable hours of work 
and whether working conditions are 
fair and satisfactory. 

5. Activities of members of or- 
ganizations and associations of ex- 
hibitors, distributors and producers 
to ‘monopolize business, prevent 
competition, promote legislation.’ (In 
this connection the committee is in- 
structed to find out ‘the total mem- 
bership of such organizations or as- 
sociations, the amount of money 
raised by each of such associations, 
and the amount of salary paid to the 
officers of such associations, and the 
amount of money expended, if any, 
by such associations for propaganda 
purposes to bring about discrimina- 
tory legislation.’ ) 


Monopolies 


6. Question as to whether or not 
ownership by a producer of stock or 
other interest in exhibiting corpora- 
tions of concerns tends to create a 
monopoly and results in unfair com- 
petition, and whether or not pro- 
ducers should be prohibited from en- 
gaging in the exhibition of their 
products and should be ‘entirely 
ae from exhibition or distribu- 
ion, 

7. Question as to whether any of 
the producers and distributors have 
adopted such devices as uniform ex- 
hibition contracts, withholding of 
product from independent theatres, 
allocation of product to controlled 
theatres, unfair and unreasonable | 
zoning and protection, compulsory 
block booking, and blind selling, 
forcing out of business and acquisi- 
tion of independent theatres, and 
Other unfair trade practices and, if 
so, the appropriate steps that should 
be taken to correct this condition 
and prevent a continuation of such 
unfair trade practices.’ 

8. Efforts of certain theatres to 
cut the price of admission below 
what is reasonable and fair in order 
to deprive competitors of profits and 
drive them out of business, and 
whether such cut-throat competition, 
if any, results in inferior quality of | 
Pictures and in lower wages. 


Admish Prices 


9. Efforts of the theatre-owning 
Producers to regulate admission 
Prices of independent theatres by | 
limitation in exhibition contracts 
and by withholding films for unrea- 


sonable periods from low-admission 
houses. 


10. 


Relations-—corporate, contrac- 


{insure to 


| dustry, other observers were equally 





tual and otherwise—between the | 


producers and distributors of motion | 
pictures and the manufacturers of | 
electrical equipment for reproducing | 
sound in theatres, the principal 
mMusic-publishing houses, and the 
Manufacturers of so-called screen 
trailers, and the effect of such rela- 
tions on the independent theatre 
Owners and the public. 

; ll. Effect on the independent the- 
atre Owners and the public of per- 
centage playing, compulsory designa- | 
“on of play dates and other terms 


| 


&ud conditions imposed by producer- | 


distributors on the independent the- | 
atre owners; also. special favors | 
granted to the producer-distributors’ | 
owned, controlled and affiliated the- 
atres and discriminations practiced 
against independent theatres, in the 
matter of such terms and conditions 
and the activities of independent the- 
atres through their associations and 
organizations to monopolize’ the 
business of exhibition so as to be 
able to dictate to the producers the 
terms and conditions under which 
their product shall be run, and to 
promote discriminatory legislation. 
After applying the heat to prac- 
tically every phase of the motion 
picture industry, the Dies resolution 
further provides for an investigation 
as to whether or not producers must 





have some dependable outlet for 
their products ‘in order to insure 
continuous production on a_ high- 


grade basis, and whether the ‘pres- | 
ent practices of producers tend to 
stabilize the entire industry and to 
the independents better 
pictures, a more dependable sup- 
ply and fairer admission prices.’ 
7-Man Committee 

Legislation for the correction of 
motion picture abuses also would be | 
studied by the seven-man committee 
proposed by Dies, and for the 
toration of fair-competition condi- | 
tions if it is found that such condi- 
tions do not now exist. 

While some skeptics were inclined 
to pooh-pooh the idea that Congress | 
would find time during this session | 


| 
res- | 


| to fuss over any more legislation for 


the investigation of the picture in- 


convinced that the Dies measure car- 
ries more conviction than any of its 


| predecessors. 


Bills of the nature of the Neeley- 
Pettengill measure, on which hear- 
ings were held last year, did not | 
pack half the wallop contained in the | 
new Dies resolution, it is pointed out. | 
Fact that the indies—who previously | 
have been permitted to do a lot of 
pious patty-caking with women’s 
clubs, civic organizations and other | 
gatherings which opposed block | 
booking and other industry methods 
of distributing pix—will be put on 
the spot if the law-makers get 
peeved at their lamentations, also is 
brought forward as a sound reason | 
for considering the possible appeal 
of the new law. 








‘Windjammer’ Beached 


Hollywood, May 25. | 
George O’Brien unit making | 
‘Windjammer,’ George Hirliman pro- | 
duction for Radio release, com- | 
pleted eight days of sea scenes last | 
week and returned here for in- | 
teriors. O’Brien, Constance Worth | 
and William Hall voyaged to waters | 
off Balboa and Catalina for the mar- | 
itime sequences. 
Director Ewing Scott toiled under | 
difficulties, having his leg in a cast 
due to a broken kneecap. 





Another WB in Philly 
Philadelphia, May 25. 
Warners is continuing building ac- 
tivities. Has just taken over a site | 
on North Broad street in the North | 
Philly section for the erection of a | 
new theatre. 
Will be the third to be built on | 
Broad street within a year. One, the | 
Dante (indie) on the southern end of | 
Broad, opened Thursday (13) and | 
the Broad, about 20 blocks from the | 
site just announced, and also indie, 
was opened recently. 








SCRIPTING HIS OWN 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Konrad Bercovici is writing the 
screenplay of his own original, 
based on the life of Sir Richard Bur- 
ton of Arabia, for Major. 
Tammy Cotter is assisting him. 


FEMME COMICS’ SCRIPT 
Hollywood, May 25. | 

Leonardo Bercovici is working on' 
the script of an untitled story to 
feature Alison Skipworth and Polly 
Moran for Republic. 
} 








Al Levoy will produce. 


‘RULER’ IN TOW 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Max Miller is toiling on a treat- | 
ment for Paramount's ‘Ruler of the 
Seas,’ Cunard-White Star epic. 
Production plans are still in- 
detinite. 


STIR PIC STIRS 


Hollywood, May 25. | 

Warners rolled off ‘Alcatraz Island’ | 
with Dick Purcell, Ann Sheridan and | 
Mary McGuire as cast toppers yes- 
terday (Mon). 


William McGann directs. 


| here, and veteran local operator, was | 


| day (27) is attracting executives of || the Moon” 


| into production soon after comple- 


Newest IFwveed les fs Series Pix: 
B. 0. Shows Yen for Same Names 


THE WINNAHS! 


UA Sales Prizes Dished Out—First 
Time for Co. 





Winners of the United Artists’ 
sales drive which closed on May 1, 























first in the history of the organi- 
zation, have been decided on final + eaceneameemenss 
audit of the business done. 
: ae 1! Hollywood, May 25. 
Harry Gold’s eastern division led | 1870 Props dad : 
the west, figures show. Grand prizes -—-—— Heavy box office returns regis 
of de luxe radio bars are awarded Hollywood, May 25. tered by pictures turned out in 
to Bob Mochrie, whose district in Seouts are looking for an- series have caused practically every 
the south led all others; Ewen Mac- tique fire-fighting equipment to : bees cae ‘ , 
5 S studio in Hollywood to turn to this 
Lean of Los Angeles, whose branch use in 20th-Fox’s ‘The Chicago ; 
came out on top in the west, and Fire’ type of programmer as a backbone 
A. J. Jeffrey of Montreal, leading Now being inspected at the for the production schedule 
exchange in the east. , studio are two ancient hand Almost every studio in town is 
Four extra weeks’ salary for lead - pumps dating from 1870. They making at least one big musical a 
ing salesmen in the various districts were purchased from the town wear now which ic annually iden- 
y " : eo ‘ ‘ a" ye " . : 
i to. Jack Groves Ciraiias ), rress of Marysville, Calif tified by the same titl In most in- 
Eisenberg (Minneapolis), Guy Gun- 

2 stances, the studios are also sending 
derson (Los Angeles), Elmer Don- out several pictures on the low cost 
nelly (J ‘ : ») ; avis . > ee 4° ‘ ss > fo | L pret iCsy ¢ ihe t WV 
aa Indianapolis), T. L. Davis) New Phoenix Firm Sets schedules which are known to the 
(Philadelphia) and David Burkan ee “9 ; 

(N. Y.) Ist of 12 on June Sked public by identical titles and cast 
Hollywood, May 25. Paramount is going heaviest on 
Charles E. Coe, vice-president of] the train idea It has the annual 
Phoenix Prods., has arrived from] production of ‘The Big Broadcast’ 
Montana to function as technical ad-| and it has now been decided to make 
| viser on the company’s initial pic-| ‘Artists and Models’ another yearly 
ture, ‘Bold Heritage.” Coe was injaffair. ‘College’ series of musicals is 
the government Indian service for | already established by ‘College Holi- 
30 years day’ and ‘College Humor’ and others 
e 8 Cameras will roll the first week in| Of the same type will follow Mur- 
June. Warren G. Campbell will pro-| der Goes to College’ started a series 
a Ki | duce with Ed W. Rote as production | of whodunits featuring Roscoe Karns 
; . ... | Manager Robert Hill directs from] and Lynne Overman and the next 
With warmer weather in the offing | , , Re on ee : ae ; | ’ 
d th aia i a antici. | 2" original by Thiele Lawrence.]| one will be ‘Murder Goes to Jail. 
} ana the usual summer slump antici- Company will make a series of 12] ‘Sophie Lang, the lady crook, 1s 
pated, there was a fresh outbreak Sine established and will be followed by 
of Screeno, Bingo and kindred more pictures with this character. 
— = go prem — in } Same applies to ‘Bulldog Drum- 
areater cw Orx picvure Weatlres Th K rt A . mond.” In the western field, Para- 
es: the last 10 days. Numerous indie ose epo ers gain mount has found Bill Boyd in the 
exhibitors and independent circuits amt ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ series a con- 
are taking the lead in re-establish- Hollywood, May 25 sistent b.o. winne 
ing these audience contests on a U on wanted Cheadiin Ghee : 
whalsetie .scnin. niversal has pacted Claudia Mor- Oland Holds Forth 
; ; ; , é gan for the top femme spot opposite P ; 
While major circuits thus far have : And 4 Twentieth-Fox was one of the 
; : William Lundigan in ‘That’s My 
not gone in for such games on aj q,, ve "> learliest to discover the value of 
wide front, confining their efforts to ery, Newaper Jee. Se oe tablished *haract th s} 
individual 1 2 igre large in- | 2uCed by Robert Presnell. Cameras we a — ; "ta, ‘Shaws phate 
an oo ’ 2 | rolled yesterday (Mon.), with Sidney | PUPlic reaction to Warner —-s 
die chains, such as Randforce The-| ¢.4,5\ directing characterization of Earl Derr Big- 
atres, are installing Screeno or Bingo M M aT ger’s ‘Charlie Chan.’ ‘Jones Family’ 
in virtually all their houses. Rand- ae mY ts Aesrere Ra = oo was the second series started by 
force notified managers in the past |; 8 pres pa: oe ge - Ho, | Darryl F. Zanuck and this is now a 
week to start using Screeno. lbart Cavanauch =i hardy rival to the ‘Chan’ pictures 
Added impetus to the extended | “ Shea in receipts. Latest inauguration is 
use of these audience games has | anne Peter Lorre in the ‘Mr. Moto’ pic- 
been given by the product situation, | 2 tures. Success of the first ‘Pigskin 
with circuit officials and exhibitors Lubin on 3 Horses Parade’ has prompted 20th-Fox to 
realizing that many of the more me- Hollywood, May 25. make this an annual production and 
diocre screen production shortly will Arthur Lubin has been pacted for | ‘Pigskin Parade of 1937' is now in 
be booked into their houses. Many | three jaore nag thrillers by Trem | Preparation. 
pt pp + np erg oe a ee | Carr. Warners has long regarded its 
supply of pictures that were shelve if meas ‘ ‘ er: 
: : Carr also , rte %arker Gold Diggers’ pictures as a program 
earlier in the season because tagged . tied Norton Parker to 
script an untitled western, 


as lacking in substantial draw. (Continued on page 56) 
This problem of using up weak mee hte ae Seoetonutoenes uneasiness oneomennene a 

films during the hot summer month Ft 

lull is almost an annual occurence. 

And with many so-called ‘B’ films on New York Theatres 

tap for the next three or four 

months, exhibitors are looking for | *wn saberitinteinteniitomneniasettnrieaienneemeceinacennnieenaendt 

something to bolster their programs, | 


Interstate Meet 


Galveston, Tex., May 25. 

Karl Hoblitzelle, president, and R. 
J. O'Donnell, general manager of | 
Interstate Circuit, Inc., were here 
from Dallas this week with several 
hundred circuit officials for a three- 
day convention and to attend the 
opening of the new Martini theatre. | 
A. Martini, Interstate city manager | 
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host. | 

University Theatre, 550 seater, | 
Houston’s newest, opened recently. || 
D. F. Luckie is owner and operator. | 


PARAMOUNT." 











“Wings Over 


Toh Av. & 50th 86. 


a 


HELD OVER 








i In Per ” 
Interstate circuit’s three-day con-||| oa 
vention at Galveston, Texas, starting || Turn Off INA RAY Honolulu 
| today (26) and running through Fri- | HUTTON On the Stage 
{ 


ALL Tro 
omars2?1 P.M. 





BUSTER WEST 
LUCILLE PAGE 


— 


other companies. Ned Depinet of ||| | peeing seg 
RKO left Monday (24) for Texas, |'' MARY SMALL 
while last night Andy Smith and|— aeeeiiiialadia om 
Monroe Greenthal of United Artists | 
boarded a plane for the confab. | 
George J. Schaefer is coming on/| 
from the Coast. | 

Paramount will be represented by 
Leon D. Netter, home office theatre 
operating executive. 




















Opens Saturday, May °% 


“HIT PARADE” 


‘They Gave Him a Gun’ | FRANCES LANGFORD 


and PHIL REGAN 





Starting Thursday 
“PICK A STAR” 

















! Jack Haley, Patsy Kelly seer R | V 8) L wt 45 _ 
Sinith Ballew Joining —) — 
NOW PLAYING — DOORS OPEN 9:30 AM, 
Lesser for Westerns EDWARD G BETTE 





ROBINSON ® DAVIS 


“KID GALAHAD" 


Hollywood, May 25. MacMURRAY 
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0 

Sol Lesser has pacted Smith Bal- 

lew to star in a series of Harold Bell E 
w 
’s 


Fred 
Carole LOMBARD in 


Bway and 47th Si 


n» Go ana 
29° im 


—— — 


“SWING HIGH 
SWING LOW” 


Plus!—VAUDEVILLE 


Wright and Zane Grey outdoors pix 
for Principal, to be released through 
20th-Fox. 

Ballew’s first, ‘Western Gold,’ goes 
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tion of his RKO contract. 
Metro-Goldwyn- 


Vi Shore On ‘Sermony’ CAPTAIN Mayer's Masterpiece 


J hss COURAGEOUS 


|= Bein amas 
|} RADIO 


arr MUSIC HALL 


TA/¢LOR and STANWYCK 
— 


“THIS IS MY 


Hollywood, May 25 
Radio has assigned Viola Brothers 











Shore to write the script of ‘Perfect ~~ ally 2:55, 8:55. Extra Mid- | ard 

Harmony,’ with Charles Boyer and ASTOR Bis Mis See, ite. si. Bova. | AFFAIR 

ee “s feature ,77¢,$1,$1,50,82. "Sat, Mat, 

Ginger Rogers featured. Mat. Wirwiigivt jun. 8 PM Spectacular Stage Productions 
Edward Kaufman will produce } Bway at 45tle St. Soe776.$1,$1.50 Clos Tax) | 
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Midwest Exhibs Weeping Bitterly 
About Drop in Biz; Death of Banko 
Blamed, and Triple Bills No Help 





Chicago, May 25. 


While business is agreed to be top- 


hole among the eastern theatres, 
midwest exhibs are yelping bitterly 
about the unexplained but sharp 


drop in b.o. receipts during the past 
few And they don’t seem 
able to figure a way out. 

Lack of patronage is being blamed 
on two items: Double feature pol- 
icy and the absence of any b.o. 
stimulus equal to the strength of the 
laie bank nite gadget. Midwest cus- 
tomers havé~ become so accustomed 
to giveaways through a two-year 
build-up that they can’t seem to be- 
come reconciled to the sudden no 
coin status, now that the courts have 
banned bank nights. Theatre men 
are on the hot seat, looking around 
desperately for some kind of stunt 
that will be an added attraction to 
the gambling-leving public. 

As for double features, while sin- 
gle-bill houses have found it diffi- 
cult to compete with double-feature 
spots, the twin-picture cinemas 
aren't doing so hot, either. It’s a case 
of too many bargain sales. That the 
twin-bill is not the answer is indi- 
cated best by the new trend towards 
triple features. 

One of the leaders in the three- 
pix trend is the Essaness circuit, 
which bitterly opposed double fea- 
tures. At one time Essaness openly 
stated that it would never go dou- 
bles; later the chain was forced into 
the bargain policy due to competi- 
tive pressure. 

At its ace north side Sheridan 
Essaness is regularly presenting 
triple bills of representative prod- 
uct, with the tag-line in the newspa- 
per advertisements. ‘Take Your 
Choice. See One Or All Three.’ 

Yet, even with the marathon poli- 
cies, and with kitchenware give- 
aways in addition at many indie 
houses, the public doesn’t seem to 
be satisfied. 

What makes it hard for the cus- 
tomers to figure is that bank nites 
and other coin giveaways were hit 
in the head suddenly by court rul- 
ings, instead of having died a nat- 
ural death. This sharp elimination 
of the coin stunts has resulted in ir- 
ritated feeling. 


Leo Blank, Hero, Back 


Chicago, May 25. 

Leo Blank, midwest district man- 
ager for Warner Bros. exchanges, 
back in town with $1,500 for win- 
ning the Grad Sears drive. Every 
one of the exchanges under Blank’s 
supervision went over its individual 
quoia in the campaign. 

Also awarded to Blank was an all- 
expense trip to Sweden for two. 


weeks. 











2 Stenching Arrests 


Houston, May 25. 
Police heid a man and woman 
here today after the woman ad- 
mitted planting a stench bomb in 
Loew's State Theatre on May 9. 
House was one of three theatres 
‘bombed’ during a strike of station- 
ary engineers. Strike has since been 
settled. Charges of malicious mis- 

chief were filed against the pair. 
Pair said they had been offered 
$5 by a stranger to perfume the the- 


atre. Man has no connection with 
the engineers union. They both de- 
nied any connection with other 


stench bombs planted at two Hor- 
witz theatres, the Uptown and the 
Texan, coincidentally with the one 
at Loews. 





Col. Exchange Expands 


hiladelphia, May 25. 

Vork will begin shortly on Colum- 
bia exchange’s new $80,000 building 
here, according to Harry Weiner, 
manager. Two-story structure will 
occupy site of two properties next to 
iis present building, forcing out 
Grand National and Republic. 

Present spot was giving fire mar- 
shal the jitters. 





‘GIBRALTAR’ SCRIPTING 
Hollywood, May 25. 

Rock of Gibraltar,’ original by 
Hugh King and Daniel Moore, is 
being adapted to the screen for 20th- 
Fox by the authors. 

Producer will be Kenneth Mac- 
gowan 


—s 





Courageous Silvers 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Sid Silvers refuses to hire a 


double to take some of the 
strain off him in playing his 
‘52d Street’ role for Walter 
Wanger. 

Script calls for the comic to 
take 22 beam-end falls as a 


running gag. 











M. P. BASEBALL LEAGUE 


RKO, With Three Wins, 
Columbia Second 

Motion Picture Baseball League, 
comprised of eight teams represent- 


Leads— 





ing RKO, Columbia, Skouras, Para- 
mount, Consolidated. MGM, N.B.C. 
and Apeda Studios is again under 


way in New York. 

RKO, picking up where it left off 
last season, has already rung up 
three straight victories against no 
defeats. Columbia, in the two games 
it has played, pounded out a total of 
25 runs and served notice it has | 
plenty of power and will be a threat | 
to RKO for the championship. 

Skouras, after losing two straight | 
came back to take the next two} 
games and is in third place, followed 
by Par, Cons.. MGM, NBC and 
Apeda, which is roosting comfort- 
ably in the cellar, with no wins and | 
three losses. 





WB, Philly, Goes Banko 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
Warners had a sudden about-face 
and introduced bank night in five 
spots last week. Some highly com- 
petitive situations are now using both 


Ambler and Grove. 


Despite known satisfaction of cir- 
cuit execs with results being pro-| 
duced by games, many indie exhibs | 
are scratching their heads and won-| 
dering if WB really put them in|} 
purely as matter of competish. Some | 
talk around that the chain hopes to 
make use of the games so wide- 
spread as to arouse pressure groups 
and make all houses discontinue 
them. 





Operator Killed in Crash 


Houston, May 25. 
J. U. Tate, 38, projectionist for 
Bluebonnet theatre here, an Inter- 
state nabe house, was killed and his 
wife injured last week when their 
auto crashed off highway between 
Beaumont and Port Arthur. 


Four children survive. 





Doc Wyler 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Robert Wyler is on loan from the 


touch up the screenplay of ‘Dead 
End’ for Samuel Golawyn. 


Pie is now in production. 





ADVANCE SET 
Mitchell Leichter, v.p. in charge of 
production for Advance Pictures, is 
back on the Coast after a tour 
key cities. Claiming to have made 
arrangements for selling product in 
New York, Detroit, Buffalo, Pitts- 


apolis, 
Seattle. 


Chicago, Philadelphia, and 


Wells Bruen Joins Par 


Paramount's publicity department at 
the home office. He is working on 
roadshow publicity for “Souls at Sea’ 
as a starter. 

Bruen 
work. 


was in Miami newspape1 


Perkins’ Newsreeler 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Republic has pacted Albert R. 
Perkins to script an original with a 
newsreel background. 
Pic is figured as one of the stu- 
dio’s heavier budgeted releases for 











next season, 


| nights. 


| also 


games and banko one alternate 
nights. Banko was _ installed in 
Sedgewick, Germantown, Ardmore. | 


of | 


burgh, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Minne- | 


Wells Bruen, of Miami, has joined : 


‘FIREFLY’S’ TERRA FIRMA 


Metro Uses Huge Lots of Cal. Moun- 
tains as Pic Backgrounds 








Hollywood, May 25. 

Metro has iwo camera crews peg- 
'ging woodsy and outdoorsy land- 
' scapes for ‘The Firefly.’ 
| Units are in the Lone Pine region 
|twixt mountain range and desert. 
| Oliver Marsh and Jack Smith are in 
charge assisted at the lenses by Fred 
| Mayer, John Greer, Frank Bjeering, 
John Nickolaud, Jr., James Harper 
and Don Brigham, 








Cleanup in Nebraska 


Lincoln, May 25. 

State Attorney General Richard 
C. Hunter has asked all county at- 
torneys to bring injunction 
wherever they believe lotteries ex- 
jist, in an attempt to halt bank 
Hunter has become per- 
turbed by the backout of Nebraska 
banko officials, who made a gentle- 
men’s agreement, he said, to take the 
decision, no matter what, to the 
State Supreme Court for final ruling 


immediately after the Beatrice, | 
Neb. test. 
Gage county judge, Fred Mess- | 


more, recently denied the Beatrice 
Theatre Corp. a new trial in the 
matter. 
some towns, but the attorney gen- 
eral asked not only banko to go but 
slot machines, 


and any other scheme of chance. 





Freed of Murder Rap 


Cincinnati, May 25. 
Robert O. Laws, booker in the 
local Fox Film Corp. exchange, was 
freed in police court Friday (21) by 


| Judge William D. Alexander of slay- 
| ing of his brother-in-law, C. J. Bur- 
| ton, 
| self-defense. 


on evidence that act was in 


Laws fatally shot his brother-in- 


law, an ex-convict, when the latter | 


attempted to attack him with a ham- 
mer in the Laws home. Shooting 
occurred early Thursday (20). 





Parsons Lands ‘Marines’ 


Hollywood, May 25. 


Monogram’s ‘The Marines Are 


| Here,’ is being scripted by Edwin C. | 


Parsons. 
Original story was written 


by 
Lieut. Franklin Adreon, Jr. 





Stock Conversion 











(Continued from page 3) 





|tories and facilities and personnel 
| of its production department for the 


period from Aug. 1, 1936, to Dec. 31, 
1937, at a salary of $3,000 per week. 
| It also provides for additional com- 


| pensation equal to 7%% of the first 


| $2,500,000 of the profits, as defined in 
|the agreement, and 5% of such 
profits in excess of $2,500,000 from the 
/ film operations of the company ana 
| its subsidiaries on a _ consolidated 
| basis between Aug. 1, 1936, and July 
| 31, 1938. 

Stockholders also will be asked to 
| pass on other terms which would en- 
lable the directors to renew this 
| agreement or make a new one, on 


substantially the same terms for a | 
Paramount scripting department to | period of not more than three years | was here last week chinning with 


| Starting Jan. 1, 1938. 


Six directors also are to be elected 
| at the meeting to be held June 15 in 
| Par offices in New York City. 

Paramount’s earnings for the sec- 
/ond quarter this year, according to 
Wall Street accounts are pacing for 
/a mark that’s over $2,000,000 and 
may reach close to $2,500,000. This 
is an estimate of the firm’s con- 
| solidated net. 


| Figure runs to around that which 





ter, after all charges. 





Washington, May 25. 


Paramount Pictures this week 
sought registration for $12,502.800 
worth of new 316% convertible 


debentures due in 1947, as well as 
$2,497,200 worth of the same tickets 
still in the company’s treasury, and 
450,000 shares of $1 common to be 
issued in the future. Application 
was made of the Securities and Ex- 
change commission so that new 
bonds, being exchange for the cur- 
rent issue of 6% liens, and common 
| Shares may be traded in upon the 
various exchanges of the country. 
It is understood that the 450.000 
shares of common are being listed 
in order to provide the conversion 
|from the bonds into common as 
j stipulated with the new bond issue. 


suits | 


Bank nights are still on in | 


punch boards, | 


the firm showed for the first quar- | 





Beg ‘Pardon’ 





Minneapolis, May 25. 

Convicted of violating the 
state law prohibiting lotteries by 
holding ‘Bank Nights’ at their 
Dale theatre, Abe Kaplan and 
Louis R. Rubenstein have filed 
a plea with the state board of 
pardons for a pardon, although 
their offense carried no jail 
sentence. 

Pair, who paid their fine of 
$250 each and made no request 
for remission, asked ihe board 
| to remove the ‘stigma’ from 
their names. 














WB PRESS SHAKEUP 


| Blum Shifts; Russlander, Daws Quit 


to Take Other Jobs 
| 


Three men have resigned from 
Warner Bros. publicity department 
at the home office, to accept other 


| 


| jobs. 
Oscar Blum, of the press book di- 
vision, Monday (24) joined the 


Music Publishers Holding Corp., a 
Warner subsidiary, while Fred Russ- 
lander, press book editor, is join- 
| ing the Atlantic City News, Atlantic 
City, next Monday (31). 

George Daws, who has been spec- 
ializing on publicity in the east for 
Mervyn LeRoy, is quitting to hook 
up with Newson Palmer & Co., pub- 
licity organization. 





in the WB theatre department, takes 
charge of the press books. Other 
successors not yet named. 





Ruth Schwerin at Mono 


Ruth Schwerin, formerly of the 
Blackstone advertising agency, joins 
| Monogram home office this week. 

To handle exploitation tieups and 
trade press. 





| 
| 
| CLEVELAND FIRE 


Cleveland, May 25. 
Hidden fire which started in a 
small ante-room off the Garfield’s 
|lobby swooped through the nabe 
theatre last week and caused damage 
estimated at $26,000 before firemen 
got it under control. 

Back-draft explosions broke all of 
the house windows, nearly injuring 
spectators, then completely ruined 
the interior. Only things that es- 
caped flames in the theatre building 
were the projection room and six 
adjoining stores. 





INDIANA PAWLEY 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Scott R. Dunlap has signed Ed- 
ward Pawley for a featured part in 
Pea ‘The Hoosier School- 
| 
| 





boy.’ 
William Nigh directs and Ken 
Goldsmith produces. 





AGFA SPREADING OUT 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Ernest Schwarz, Agfa-Ansco prexy, 


C. King Charney, local representa- 
| tive. 

Confabs will result in company 
| expanding its activities here. 





3 RKO Writers Assigned 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Gertrude Purcell is screenplaying 
| ‘Music for Madame,’ Jesse L. Lasky 
| production for RKO-Radio release. 
Robert N. Lee goes on the screen- 
| play of ‘Forty Naughty Girls’ and 
| Jacques Thiery is scripting ‘They 
Didn't Want Love.’ 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 25. 





‘Escape from Love’ will be re- 
leased by 20th-Fox as ‘The Lady 
Escapes.’ ‘Chicago’ goes out as ‘In 


Old Chicago.’ 

Columbia changed ‘Taxi War’ to 
‘A Fight to the Finish’ and ‘White 
Heat’ to ‘A Dangerous Adventure.’ 

Crescent has changed ‘The Right 
to Kill’ to ‘The Law Commands.’ 

STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, May 25. 

Film rights to ‘Henrietta’s Big 
Night, Liberty mag story by Edwin 
Balmer, have been bought by Marion 
| Gering. 

Metro took~- screen rights to 


‘Witness to a Murder,’ Harpers mag 
piece published anonymously. 


Lee Blumberg, who was formei'y | 


——_——= 
——$as 


Pic Engineers Get Inside on What's 


New in Gadgets at H wood Conclave 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Widespread renovation of theatres 
and replacement of obsolete sound 
and projection equipment; increased 
facilities of studios; noted improve- 
ments in sound recording and repro- 
ducing apparatus and an aroused in. 
terest in color processes, have been 
the highlights of the past year, dele- 
gates to the annual spring conven. 
tion of the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers were told yesterday 
(Mon.) at the opening session of the 
convention at the Roosevelt hotel, 
by J. G. Frayne, chairman of the 
progress committee. 

Convention got under 
150 members registered. 
registered from Japan, England, 
Germany, Mexico and the Argen- 
tine. S. K. Wolf, president of the 
SMPE, delivered a paper on ‘Educa- 
tional Film Progress and Problems.’ 
in which he declared that the educa- 
tional sound-film has shown greater 
progress during the past year than 
at any previous time, and increase 
in production of films and sale of 
16 mm. projectors and films has 
more than doubled any previous 
year’s activities in both this country 
and Europe. 

New Color Process 

Announcement of the new Agfa- 
color process aimed for 16 mm., and 
35 mm. films, together with commer- 
cial still photographs, was made in 
paper and demonstration at the color 
session. Process utilizes the silver 
dye-coupling method, in which color 
on film is obtained through incor- 
poration of chemicals on the nega- 
tive emulsions. Agfacolor, at the 
present time, has achieved commer- 
cial color results in which negative 
shot becomes the positive for projec- 
tion purposes, but laboratory results 
to date show that color negative can 
successfully have prints taken off in 
unlimited quantities. It is claimed, 
for Agfacolor that laboratory proc- 
essing will be nearly as simple as 
the present method for black and 
white films. 

See Pix In the Making 

Practical demonstration on ‘How 
Motion Pictures Are Made’ at Uni- 
versal was presented for delegates 
and guests. SMPE group took over 
two stages at the plant and were 
given actual demonstrations on 
method of preparing and producing 
a picture, from selection of story 
through assembling of final sound 
track. Homer Tasker, past president 
of SMPE and head of Universal 
sound department, arranged the 
demonstration. 

Convention banquet will be held 
tomorrow (Wednesday) night at the 
Roosevelt hotel. Convention winds 
up Friday (28) with a television ses- 
sion, at which time Ralph R. Beal 
of RCA will present a paper on 
‘RCA Developments in Television.’ 


Way with 
Delegates 





RETAILERS LIKE BINGO 


Brings People to Their Neighbor- 
hood, Helps Biz 
Philadelphia, May 25. 
Bingo and banko continued in 
Delaware county this week after ban 
on them by Rae M. Kaplan, chief of 
county detectives, was lifted. Kaplan 
was forced to revoke the nix follow- 
ing lusty squawks from merchants 
situated near film houses. 
Storekeeps complained ban sent 
customers into other counties to play 
games and while there they also 
filled market baskets. Giveaways and 
games may continue, it was decided, 
until pending decision on legality 1s 
handed down in Philly courts. 


ERPI SHIFTS 

G. L. Carrington has been ap- 
pointed commercial relations man- 
ager for Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts, Inc., both reporting to the gen- 
eral operating chief. 

Carrington formerly was with 
Southwestern Bell Telephone, going 
with ERPI in 1928. Sheridan went 
from Bell Telephone Laboratories to 
ERPI in 1927 and most recently has 
been General Equipment manager. 











SCRIPTING LEGION PIC 
Hollywood, May 25. 

Paul Franklin and Dan Jarrett 
are collaborating on the screenplay 
of ‘Fools of the Legion,’ George A. 
Hirliman hair-raiser for Georg 
O’Brien. 

J. D. Newsom wrote the originel 











story. 
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LABOR ISSUE 





DENIES C. 1 0. 
LINK 





CBS lawyers were still mulling | 


yesterday (Tuesday) over the terms | 
of an agreement which network of- | 
ficials had negotiated with the} 
American Guild of Radio Announcers 


and Producers. Contract on irenen | 


and working conditions will be sub- | 
mitted to the Guild’s 
for approval as soon as the web’s | 
attorneys have given the Gocument | 
their final okay. 

Roy Langham, temporary head of 
the Guild, denied last week that his | 
organization was affiliated with the 
CIO. Report in the trade has been 
that the Guild was getting its advice 
and steering on union organization 
and agreement negotiation from this 
source and that Columbia was 
anxious to get the issue settled be- 
fore it had to contend directly with 
CIO spokesmen. Langham empha- 
sized his denial with an assertion 
that not only did the Guild have 
nothing to do with the CIO but that | 





membership 


-it had no connection with any other 


labor organization. 

Guild had, however, established a 
chapter at WMCA, New York, and 
had enrolled announcers and pro- 
ducers employed by network- 
operated and indie stations in vari- 
ous parts of the country. 








C10 MOVES T0 
SEW UP COAST 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
Drive among independent radio 
stations was scheduled for the big} 
push today (Tues.) by Committee 
for Industrial Organization. Organ- 
izers are on the ground and confabs | 
with leaders of studio workers are 


set for tonight. Campaign may ex-| 
tend to the networks on the Coast) 
and their affiliate stations. 

Heat will be turned on Columbia, 
it is reported. 

Organization of L. A. unit of 
Postal Telegraph has been perfected | 
and demands for recognitton have 
been made on the company. 

American Radio  Telegraphists 
Ass'n. some time ago moved to line 
up radio technicians but it went up| 
in thin air after a brief flurry. 

Foliowing lead of employes in} 
Frisco, workers at NBC studio have 
organized for collective bargaining. 
Setup will be in the nature of an 
inside union and no outside affilia- 
tion will be sought. 

Committee of six has been named | 
to draft the by-laws, with Tracy 
Moore of the sales department func- 
tioning as temporary chairman. They 
are Jack Votion and Honor Holden, 
of artists bureau; Claude Farrell, of 
maintenance; Jean Darrell, program: 


Ed Ludes, sound, and Joe Alvin, 
publicity, 














San Francisco, May 25. 


Employes of the National Broad- 
casting Company here, exclusive of | 
technicians, last week formed a pro- | 
tective association which numbers 
practically all producers, announc- 
ers, members of the sales, auditing, 
traffic, program, press and other de- 
partments, including the clerical 
Staff. Technicians have their own or- 
8anization, the Association of Tech- 
nical Employes, formed here a 
Couple of years ago. 

Movement for the formation of the | 
association, which will represent | 
members in any negotiations with | 
NBC execs with reference to 





Sal- | 
aries, hours of employment, work- | 
‘ng conditions, labor disputes or | 


other Srievances, was begun follow- | 


‘ng the return of John Ribbe, pro- | 

ducer, from the Pacific Northwest, | 

where various labor groups had | 
(Continued on page 31) 
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IT’S OFF AGAIN 


Perennial WCAU—Musicians’ 
Quarrel Hits New Snag 


That 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
Agreement between WCAU and 
Musicians’ local on terms for put- 
ting house band in station next fall, 
which seemed well jelled last week, 
took a turn for the worse yesterday 

with upped demands by the union. 
Doc Levy, prez of outlet, last week 
said he would install band if it could 
be used sustaining and commercial 


| and was offered at ‘reasonable’ price. 


He originally said he could take only 
12 pieces, but had come around to 
accepting the 16 men the union 
wanted. 

Prexy of the local, A. A. Tomei, 
however, now is insisting on at least 
20 men and $75 a week. Levy indi- 
cated he thought a ‘reasonable’ price 
about $60. 


JACK LAVIN 


WHITEMAN S 
GM, QUITS 


Jack Lavin has resigned as Paul 
Whiteman’s personal representative. 
He joined the maestro over six years 
ago, and about three years ago Lavin 
organized an artists bureau to handle 
not only the band’s bookings but the 
individual placements of acts and 
personalities within the Whiteman 
setup, with the bureau turning out 
to be one of Whiteman’s most prof- 
itable ventures. 

Lavin submitted his first resigna- 
tion to Whiteman last October but 
was induced to stay a while longer. 
Lavin has no immediate plans other 
than a vacation that may involve a 
trip to the Coast. May set up shop 
on his own. 

With his datebook pretty well 
filled for the balance of the sum- 
mer Whiteman is not contemplating 
replacing Lavin right away. 


STORER WANTS 76'S; 


Doug Storer, former Rockwell- 
O'Keefe staff member now on his 
own, has filed suit in the New York 
Supreme Court against Ed East and 
Ralph Dumke. Claims $7,000 in com- 
missions is owing him. East and 
Dumke deny the claim saying that 
they booked themselves direct with 
Kellogg and Knox Gelatine and that 
the majority of their guest star dates 
were set by William Morris agency. 

Storer bases his claim on a con- 
tract allegedly signed some years 
ago designating him to deduct 20% 
from East and Dumke’s earnings. 
Matter has been in dispute privately 
between agent and act for some time 
on the act’s plea that Storer had per- 
formed no value or service entitling 
him to commish. Storer took the 
‘nevertheless’ position and when pri- 
vate talks could not get him any- 
thing he turned matter over to 
Miller & Klein. A. Walter Socolow 
is attorney for East and Dumke. 





Blair’s Research Dept. 


Chicago, May 25. 

John Blair rep firm establishing a 
research and promotion department 
under direction of Dick McBroom, 
formerly of the NBC Chicago press 
department. McBroom joins Blair on 
June 1, 

Promotion and research endeavors 
will be to keep a constant stream 
of data on sales, programs, markets 
and stations to the advertisers and 


agencies. 


Mrs. Bob Jennings IIl 
Cincinnati, May 25. 
Mrs. Page Crosley Jennings, wife 
of Bob Jennings, director of WSAIT, 
under Bill Hedges, is in Jewish hos- 
pital recovering from an operation 
which she underwent last week. 
Her dad is Powel Crosley, Jr. 


ONE PARD EPTal 
MAY HAVE ECHL 


Radio-Labor Difficulties In- 
creased as C.I.0. Refuses 
to Permit Yankee Net- 
work Prez to Editorially 
Repudiate—Trade Is Di- 
vided on Wisdom of Action 














NEUTRALITY 


sibly dominate the June convention 
of the National Association of Broad- 
This increasingly 
probable following the drastic action 
taken by John Shepard, 3rd, of the 
Yankee network, who last 
sisted upon personally preceding and 
following a proposed C.LO. 
talk with a repudiation of 
C.L.O. and its propaganda. 


| casters. became 


week in- 
spon- 
sored 


Labor insurgency has bobbed up 


throughout the broadcasting industry 
with dizzy rapidity since the Su- 
preme Court upheld the Wagner 
labor act. To the problems of labor 
unions among station and network 
employes, the C.I1.O. has now added 
the extremely involved question of 
labor as a buyer of radio time. 
Shepard incident is feared by some 





Withycomb’s View 


Philadelphia, May 25 

American Federation of 
Hosiery Workers began picket- 
ing WIP Tuesday morning after 
station refused to go through 
with sale of quarter hour for 
union propaganda. Don Withy- 
comb of WFI promptly agreed 
to sell the union time, issuing 
statement that, in his opinion, 
as an act of public service, both 
sides should have equal access 
to air. 

WIP later jn the day offered 
free time to union for debate 
with spokesman for opposite 
side of labor issues involved. 











of the far-seeing members of the 
radio industry in the event that labor 
should one day be in a position to 
retaliate against the broadcasting 
trade. 

One station man, who asks not to 
be quoted by name, declared: ‘Shep- 
ard allowed his personal feelings to 
lead him into a bad public relations 
move. On the surface his action was 
bold and many people will say well 
taken. But the question arises: Has 
Shepard placed the whole radio in- 
dustry in a hostile position toward 
a group that may be very powerful 
in the future? 

Another trade observer expressed 
the opinion that ‘the newspapers 
came off second best during the re- 
cent political campaign because they 
took sides and bet on the wrong 
horse. Radio gained prestige in the 
election by remaining neutral. It 
might be wise to follow the same 
policy as far as possible in this labor 
union advertising proposition.’ 


Neutrality 

Labor neutrality may become an 
issue before the N.A.B. in June. In- 
dustrial communities in which union 
sentiment is strong are particularly 
embarrassing to station owners 
therein. They cannot overlook the 
fact that their listening audience 
may include active adherents of 
unionism. 

Nobody, of course, knows how long 
the present situation will 
true. C.I.O. is today’s ogre 
morrow it may be a giant or 
meteor. Meanwhile radio stations 
functioning on a franchise cancella- 
ble every six months lack the vested 


remain 
To- 
a fallen 





(Continued on page 31) 
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Events in the radio-labor situation | 
are seen as the issue that may pos- 


| 
| 
| 

















History Repeats 


That epitaph routine used by 
W. C. Fields Sunday night (23) 
on the Chase & Sanborn pro- 
gram goes back a good 40 years. 

It stems to a forgotten monolo- 
gist named James Richmond 
Glenroy. Well, not exactly for- 
gotten. Just unknown to the 
new generation. And radio. 

Glenroy was a show-stopper 
back when ushers were also 
waiters. He responded to the 
sub-caption, “The Man with the 
Green Gloves.’ 











AT N. A.B? 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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| hour 
| posed in 


BASIL O'CONNOR 


NOT RETAINED 


BY WEBS 


Report circulating 


ington mentioned that 


around 
Basil O’Con- 
nor, President Roosevelt's law part- 


ner and brother of Chairman John 
J. O'Connor of the House Rules | 
Committee, has been retained by 
NBC and Columbia jointly as 


the event of a 
the 


special counsel in 


Congressional investigation of 


broadcasting industry. 


Speaking from his New York of-} 


fices yesterday (Tuesday) Basil} 
O’Connor declared that he hasn't 
even been remotely retained by | 


either network or by anyone else in|} 


broadcasting for that task or 
other relating to it. 


any 


Political viewpoint in the Capital | 


is that his retention would be a logi- 


cal development. In New York's 
broadeast circles there have been 
long odds offered for some time 


that the current session of Congress |! 


Wash- | 


RADIO ‘SERVICE 
STATUS SHUNS 
NEW NR. A.? 


Washington, May 25 


will not 
Government 
standards «as pro- 
Congress Monday (24) 
Black-Connery bill extent is still 
argumentative but first analysis indi- 
cated loop-hole for radio industry in 
various exemption clauses. 


Broadcasters 
have to 
and 


probably 
subscribe to 
wage 


While much huddling by lawyers 
must precede final interpretations, 
sponsors admit flexibility sections 


seem to leave workers in radio sta- 
tions outside the scope of plotted 
Federal regulation of labor condi- 
tions. Bill hits interstate commerce, 
which covers radio, but exempts 
‘service trades,’ in which broadcast- 
ing always hitherto has been classi- 
fied. Further loophole will be sec- 
tion leaving employers of few people 
beyond powers of new labor stand- 
ards boards. 

Even if the measure is reframed 
so that broadcasting comes inside 
the provisions, bill probably will not 
be much of a hardship for radio 
enterprises. Hour limits may be im- 
posed, although fact that the indus- 
try has topped pre-depression em- 
ployment figures and supply of 
trained personnel is none to great 
would carry weight. Board is told 
not to be unreasonable, particularly 
not to inflict any standards which 
would curtail employment chances 

(More details of this proposed 


| measure will be found in film sec- 


| tion.) 


DEALS ON FOR 


will not make even an approach to | 


putting the broadcasting industry 


through an inquisition, 


WORK SPREAD RULE BY 
LOS ANGELES MUSICIANS 


Hollywood, May 25. 


Two performances a week and 
two hours a performance is the limit 
imposed by the Musicians Union, 
L. A. local, on its members for radio 
work. 

Though directed primarily against 
NBC, it will apply to all hook- 
ups ‘and all members who come in 
the L. A. zone, Idea is to spread 
the work among members, a policy 
Hollywood officials of A. F. of M. 
have followed since the depression 
and sound threw its members for a 
double loop. 

New edict makes it possible for 
members to average $110 a week, 
but restricts them from picture stu- 
dios. 


Amos ’n’ Andy Free 


Chicago, May 25. 
will release Amos ’n’ 
Andy to another sponsor Jan. 1, 
1938. It will wind up an association 
of nine years. New sponsor yet to 
be negotiated. 

Lord & Thomas act as the black- 
face team’s rep. 


Pepsodent 


Himber Show Mutes 


Weekly Mutual web (Friday night) 
show with Dick Himber’s music, 
buttressed by Gogo Delys, Stuart 


Allen as singers, and Fred Uttal as 
narrator, fades for summer with the 
June 18 broadcast. 
Sponsor is group of 
roasting outfits. 


local coffee 


Schillin Hires De La Motta 
Schillin agency, New York, begins 


|} concerted drive for foreign language 


} 


property rights that strengthen the 
average business man’s. defenses. | 
That’s why one group feels that 


accounts this week. 

Charles De La Motta, 
Italian sereen comic, in 
new division, 


charge of 





former | 


MARXES, JESSEL 


Hollywood, May 25. 


Half-hour show built around 
George Jessel and Harpo Marx at 
the head of a 30-piece orchestra is 
being offered. Marx wouid do a harp 
solo on each broadcast. If deal jells, 
show would go on for the summer. 

Groucho and Chico Marx are also 
being offered for radio, with asking 
price of $7,000 weekly for the pair. 

Brothers will forget about pictures 
for a while on completion of ‘Day 
At the Races,’ which washes up their 
Metro contract, 








Dionnes’ 1st Broadcast 


Toronto, May 25. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 
fixed four-way deal for itself, NBC, 
Columbia and Mutual chains to air 
third birthday party of Dionne quin- 
tuplets on May 28. Arrangements 
made by George Taggart, who man- 
ages CRCT and CRCY in Toronto 
for corporation. Engineer Curly 
Garrod will handle pick up at Cal- 
lander. 

Guardians Dr. A. R. Dafoe and 
Judge J. A. Valin will give history 
of quints and will attempt to get 
gals to speak into the mike. Quints 
parlez French only. 

Canadian radio promises there'll 
be no electrical transcriptions dur- 


ing the half-hour. Broadcast last 
year had to be cancelled at last 


minute by NBC because the chain 
wasn’t to get the real McCoy, but 
would be fed recordings. NBC ig 
anti-wax in policy. 


eR aD 


Joe Penner Renewal 


Hollywood, May 25. 


Joe Penner and his entire Cocoe 
malt crew have bee: handed renewe 
als. Those carried along by the 
hitch are Jimmy Grier’s orchestra, 
Gene Austin and Candy and Coco 
and Joy Hodges. Nate Tufts pro- 


duces for Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Sponsor still wavering between @ 
summer show and an eight-week 


muting, 
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Washington, May 25. 

Attack on Mutual Broadcasting 
System tie-up with CKLW, at Wind- 
sor, Ont., launched last week by 
Congressional bloc, looks as though 
it will be a failure. Federal Com- 
munications Commission indicates 
no disposition to dictate network 
affiliation policies and otherwise has 
no reason for paddling MBS. 

Move against Mutual was launched 
by Rep. Gardner Withrow of Wis- 
consin, who charged it is unpatriotic 
for U. S. chains to employ Canadian 
outlets to reach domestic markeis. 
Withrow wrote Chairman Anning S. 
Prall for information as to why Mu- 
tual hooked up with CKLW instead 
of employing one of the Detroit 
smallies which have no network con- 


nections. Congressman also reflect- 
ed conviction that the Commish 
should take necessary steps. to 
change this situation. 
Hands Off 
While no reply had been made 


through Monday (24), indications 
were the Commish will follow usual 
hand-off policy in affairs of this sort. 
Most members expressed opinion 
that there is nothing resembling a 
conflict with Federal regulations, 
principles or statutes. Networks are 
free to serve any outlet with which 
they can negotiate a deal, except for 
the Commish supervision over ar- 
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Congressman’s Excitement Over Can. 
~ Station on Mut 


ual Peters Out Fast 


> 





Visio Gets Nowhere 





Los Angeles, May 25. 

Dr. Lee de Forest told mem» 
bers of Cinematography Insti- 
tute at University of Southern 
California banquet that tele- 
vision experiments are head- 
ing the wrong way. He said 
that the cathode beam is im- 
practical but offered no al- 
ternative other than making a 
plea for energy direction to- 
ward other mechanics. 

He foresaw for Los Angeles 
the pivotal point of visio and 
ventured that it will reach the 
peak of its development along 
the Coast due to topography 
and other beneficial elements. 


Newspaper Ads 
Explain WJBK 











--—— 





Wants Commish on Sale of 
WJAY to WHK, Cleveland 


Cleveland, May 25. 
Ralph B. Humphrey, of Radio Air 
Service Corp. and radio director of 
the Great Lakes Expo, is being sued 
for $18,750 by Charles I. Kamerer, of 
Erie, Pa. Latter alleges he is owed 
that amount as commish for the 
sale of WJAY to WHK in May, ’36. 
It is Kamerer’s contention that 
| Humphrey and M. A. Howlett, one- 
time manager of WHK, appointed 
him to negotiate the deal, which in- 
| volved a sale price of $375,000. 


‘POWER PLANT DE-JUICES 
‘FIVE DETROIT STATIONS 


Detroit, May 25. 

Storms and strikes played havoc 
with Detroit and Michigan stations 
last week, putiing at least five out- 
lets on the blink for periods rang- 
ing from a few minutes to five hours. 

First to hit was a power strike 
last Wednesday (19), which affected 
stations in Bay City and Saginaw. 
Both were off the air from noon 
until early evening after employes 
of the Consumers Power Co., serv- 
icing that area, pulled fires and 
switches in a labor dispute. Opera- 
tions were back in full force in the 














Case to Public 


Detroit, May 25. 








rangements which may affect actual 
operation and control of stations with 
U. S. franchises. 

Defending the deal, explainers | 
pointed out that CKLW not only is 
considered in the trade as a regular 
Detroit outlet. but also is the main 
feeder for MBS programs for the 
Canadian network. ‘With WJR car- 
rving Columbia and WWJ and} 
WXYZ serving up NBC programs, 
the Mutual link with the Ontario 
plant is a natural from the biz point 
of view. 








DAYLIGHT TIME JAM 


Three Broadcasts Every Night of 
WXYZ’s ‘Green Hornet’ Show 








Detrojt, May 25. 

In order to give program early 
evening coverage in Detroit for the 
kiddies, Detroit Creamery Co., spon- 
sors of ‘The Green Hornet’ serial 
(WXYZ), has set deal whereby 
thrice-weekly program goes over 
WJBK at 7:30-8 p. m. N. W. Ayer 
handled. 

WXYZ, in whose studios serial has 
been originating for past couple of 
years, couldn’t clear time for the 
early evening airing, due to day- 
light saving time. However, WXYZ 
continues, to produce drama, piping 
it to WJBK, and WXYZ’s state web 
at 7:30; to WSPD, Toledo, at 8 and 
at 9 p. m. over WXYZ. Expected 
setup will run through daylight time 
period, ending in September when 
WXYZ will switch back to its former 
sked at 7:30 p. m. airing of ‘Hornet.’ 


Cleveland Ins, Outs 


Cleveland, May 25. 

Changes around local radio row: 

Deke Lidyard, quitting WHK- 
WJAY announcing staff, has joined 
Gordon Vichek ad agency. 

Rance Valentine, from N. Y., mike- 
man addition at WGAR. 

Mary O’Kelly, Cleveland's only 
femme program producer, leaves 
WHK June 15 to marry Dr. Arthur 
B. Peacock, of Columbus, N. J. Men- 
del Jones, continuity director, will 
replace Miss O'Kelly, with Beverly 
Dean moving up from a publicity 
post at station to assume Jones’ du- 
ties. 








Henry Busse’s Successors 


Chicago, May 25. 

With Henry Busse going on tour, 
lineup of substitute bands has been 
set for the Mar-O-Oil Sunday stanza. 
Ted Weems to take the program 
May 30, Anson Weeks, June 2 and 
27; and Bernie Cummins June 13 
and 20. 

Program is aired from local stu- 
dios over NBC-Red net. 





Harvester Dealers Renew 
Mason City, Ia., May 25. 

Satisfied with a 13 weexs test 
series, International Harvester has 
renewed with KGLO, farm station 
here, for a year. Some 60 McCor- 
mick-Deering dealers sponsor period 
which hits the air five days each 
week, 


Hearing rumors that attempts 
were being made to halt WJBK’s 
airings of Detroit Tigers’ out-of- 
town games, Owner James F. Hop- 
kins last week laid the two-month 
old controversy before the public in 
paid ads in local sheets. 

After being denied a writ to com- 
pel Western Union to furnish station 





with play-by-play accounts of the 
contests, WJBK had only a few days 
previous to the ads started airing 
the games by means of reports via 
Postal, with Al Nagler at mike. 

Figured, according to Hopkins, 
that, should attempts to halt broad- 
| casts prove successful, public would 
know ‘who dun it’ and thereby bring 
rOdium on opposish. 

Ads pointed out that WJBK was 
the ‘originator of the telegraphic 
method of reporting baseball games 
starting in 1933’ and that after ‘ap- 
pealing to the corporations’ sense of 
fair play and were rebuffed’ station 
resumed airings through other chan- 
nels. Also declared station will 
carry play-by-plays from all seven 
cities in American League, including 
New York. 


Vince Callahan Takes Over 


New Orleans, May 25. 

Vincent F. X. Callahan arrived 
here Wednesday (19) to take over 
the general managership of WWL. 
He succeeds Capt. Arthur C. Prit- 
chard as manager of the Loyola sta- 
tion. Pritchard, who had been man- 
ager for the past seven years, will 
continue as associate, 

One of Callahan’s first acts was to 
name J. D. Bloom, Jr., chief engineer 
of the station. Edward DuTreil has 
been named chief operator of the 
transmitter and Francis Jacob chief 
operator of the control room. 

No other changes in the staff per- 
sonnel are contemplated at present, 
Callahan said. 

“We hope to make WWL the out- 
standing station in the South,’ he 
said. ‘Our first step will be a hearing 
June 8 before the F.C.C. on our ap- 
plication to increase the power of 
the station from 10,000 to 50,000 
watts.’ 


Bohemian Club Affair 


San Francisco, May 25. 

Three special cars were added to 
| the Southern Pacific’s Lark to bring 
a delegation of Los Angelenos to San 
Francisco last Friday for the Bohe- 
mian Club's first ‘Los Angeles Night 
in Bohemia.’ 

In the group were Earl C. An- 
thony and Harrison Holliway of 
KFI-KECA; Walter Bunker, announ- 
cer; Sydney Dixon, in charge of 
NBC Hollywood sales stafi, and Al 
Cormack, CBS western traffic chief. 
Dixon was chairman and Holliway 
the emcee. 


Carol Bowers to N. p a 


Chicago, May 25. 
Carol Bowers is leaving radio de- 
partment of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert here this week. Joins Benton 
& Bowles radio department in New 
York in exec capacity. 























early evening after Gov. Frank Mur- 
phy ordered service resumed while 
peace pariev “ntinued. 

Severe elsctrical storm Friday 
evening (21) silence WWJ, Detroit, 
for two hours and 21 minutes, when 
lightning scored direct hits. WJR, 
WXYZ and other local stations also 
were forced off the air intermittent- 
ly. All outlets, however, were back 
on air as quickly as repairs could 
be made. 





Originates in S. Francisco 
For KNX, L. A. Give-Out 


San Francisco, May 25. 

Long distance remote series, origi- 
nating in the studios of KSFO, local 
CBS outlet, and released by KNX, 
Hollywood, will be sponsored by H. 
Sutliff Tobacco Co. (Heine’s Bland) 
weekly beginning Thursday, June 
3, 7:15 p.m. PST. Labeled ‘Smoke 
Rings,’ shows will use John Marley 
and Marcia Miller. D’Evelyn & 
Wadsworth is the agency. 

Sutliff also has two weekly pro- 
grams on KYA here. 


Help Along Philly’s 150th 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Philly stations, at behest of Mayor, 
are plugging hard on city’s celebra- 
tion of 150th anniversary of signing 
Constitution. Announcing on stations 
breaks: ‘This is WFIL in Philadel- 
phia, the Constitution City,’ 

Committee of five radio men, orig- 
inally appointed by Mayor to posts 
they expected to be honorary snaps 
are finding them real job. Quintet— 
Ken Stowman, WCAU; Joe Connelly, 
WFIL: Jimmy Allen, WIP; Leonard 
Matt, WDAS; and Jim Aull, KYW— 
are meeting with Hizzoner twice 
weekly. 


WGY Sprucing Delayed 


Schenectady, N. Y., May 25. 











WGY’'s new modernistic studio 
building, the ground for which 
originally was scheduled to be 


broken last winter, has not yet moved 
out of the blueprint stage, Delays, 
some of them due to changes made 
by General Electric officials and the 
time taken to obtain the approval of 
NBC (which will lease the structure 
for a long term), may set the open- 
ing date later than Sept. 1. 

Lenox Lohr, NBC president, re- 
cently visited WGY for an inspection 
and a broadcast on GE’s Farm 
Forum. 





Sagerquist Gets Okay 
Chicago, May 25. 

Eric Sagerquist will be the baton- 
waver for the new orchestral setup 
with the ‘First Nighter’ program 
when it returns to its Chicago 
origination point on June 4. 

Through a dispensation from the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians 
Sagerquist will leave the program 
for a four-week absence, with a sub- 
conductor replacing for the interim. 





Stuart Dawson at WBBM 
Chicago, May 25. 





Switch to five-day week by 
| WBBM, Columbia key, adds Stuart 
| Dawson, former NBC announcer, as 
| producer. 

Will also require addition of five 
engineers, and two announcers, as 
yet to be selected. 








Pacific Coast 


— 


Radio Notes 





Arthur Caesar sold three radio 
playlets to be performed by Al 
Jolson. 


Joe Parker defected from KGFJ 
(Los Angeles) to bark for NBC. 








Glenn Morris being peddled around 
the Hollywood agencies for a Tarzan 
bit on the air. 


Donald Thornburgh was chosen by 





Southern California Bankers’ Ass’n 
to address them on radio. 
Marion Claire will be back on 


Rubinoff’s program from Hollywood, 
June 6. 


(ee | 

Frank Kennedy upped to chief en- ' 

gineer at KHJ ‘(Los Angeles), re- | 

placing Harold Peery, resigned. _ | 

Mayfield Kaylor, KEHE ‘Los An- 

geles) program director, on month's 
leave to win back his health. 








Charles Peck, 13-year-old KFWB | 
player, got a fat part in the picture | 
version of ‘Dead End.’ 

a | 

Jack Von Nostrand and Carroll | 
O’Meara have been taken aboard the 
Young & Rubicam payroll in Holly- 
wood as writers. 








Tom Hanlon moved over to KNX 
after long service as chief announcer 
at KFI (Los Angeles). Doug Evans 
moves up. 





Kelly Anthony sailing for England 


after a vacash among the _ hulas. 
When he’s around he's assistant 
manager of KFI-KECA (‘Los An- 
geles). 


Tex Rickard, who runs KMTR 
(Hollywood) for Vic Dalton, passing 
a brief holiday in Washington. 





Fletcher Wylie will do his com- 
mentating on KNX (Hollywood) next 
month between salad dressing blurbs. 





Herbert Maas, who started with 
Columbia in Hollywood as an usher, 
draws an announcing berth under 
the tag of Kenneth Craig. 

Vie Knight in Hollywood to pro- 
duce Texaco summer show while 
Eddie Cantor takes time out to make 
a picture. 





Zuma Palmer, radio editor of the 
Hollywood Citizen-News, and her 
niece, Dorothy Stone, spent several 
days seeing San Francisco last week 
as part of a three-and-a-half-week 
cruise to the Pacific Northwest. 





Ira L. Smith is the new agricul- 
tural director of KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco. He becomes Farm Reporter 
daily except Sunday, at 7:30 a.m. 





Blenda Newlin, of the KSFO, 
Frisco traffic staff. visiting her par- 
ents in Salt Lake City. 





Mrs. Dolores Unger, top secretary 
at CBS, San Francisco, vacashing in 
Los Angeles. 





‘Legislative Highlights’ aircasts 
ended, public affairs announcer Rob- 
ert Struble of CBS-KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, returned from Sacramento, 
only to be summoned to Hollywood 


by Jack Dolph of CBS. He re orted 
at KNX last week. " ; 





Farrell Buckley is now among 
technicians at KYA. San Francisco. 
Formerly with KJBS. 





Ellis Kimball’s orchestra will be 
aired over NBC coast webs from 
Topsy’s Roost at Playland-at-the- 
Beach, San Francisco, beginning 
June 1, ; 





Rush Hughes, Langendorf Picto- 
rialer, spieling from NBC's San Fran- 
cisco studios this week. Back in | 
Hollywood next Monday (31). 





Chester Smith, leader at KFRC, 
San Francisco, and his one-man crew 
were dumped into San Francisco Bay 
when his sail-boat capsized recently, 
A Coast Guard cutter rescued them, 
half drowned. 

Margaret Yates, dramatic soprano, 
radio-debuted last Thursday on KYA, 
San Francisco, and the Orange web 
(California Radio System) during 
Hugh Barrett Dobbs’ ‘Ship of Joy.’ 





Orient-bound for an eight-weeks’ 
vacash are W. I. Dumm, Associated 
Broadcasters, Inc., prexy, and Mrs. 





| Bennie Walker amateur 


Dumm. Phil Lasky, KSFO manager. 
is subbing for Dumm during his 
absence, 





Wallace Ford, ex-WLEU, Erie, Pa, 
has succeeded Tom Jones, resigned, 
as announcer at KYA, San Fran. 
cisco, 





Hal Bock, of NBC’s press staff in 
Hollywood, and his wife, planed to 
San Francisco for a week's vacash 
last Thursday after a 
Arizona. 


stanza in 





Williams Sisters harmony trio and 


| Charles Marshall and his Mavericks 


did a _p.a. on board the Tatsuta Maru 


last week under auspices of the For. 


eign Trades Association of the San 
Francisco Chamber of Commerce. 





Ken Stuart, sportscaster and an- 
nouncer, left San Francisco Satur- 
day (22) to succeed Mel Roach as 
emcee of the ‘Listen, Ladies’ show 
on KEHE, Los Angeles. 

Al Pearce brings his gang to San 


Francisco for a Ford broadcast 


| June 22. 





Meredith Willson, NBC’s Western 
Division music chief, took his baton 
to Lodi, Cal., last Saturday to con- 
duct a 150-piece high school orch at 
the annual spring music festival in 
northern San Joaquin Valley. 





Frank Manoff, announcer-techni- 
cian at KROW’s San Francisco stu- 
dios, goes to KLS, Oakland. He was 
replaced by Lee Hoagland, formerly 
KMTR, Los Angeles. 





Gene Tabor, Oakland Studio an- 
nouncer, KYA, out and to Los An- 
geles. 





Ken Burkhardt, formerly KROW 
but out of radio for several months, 
announcing special shows at KLS, 
Oakland. 





Art Ritchie new to KOL, Seatile 
Commercial department. 





Darrell Campbell, technician, 
moved from KOL, Seattle, transmit- 
ter to studio control room. 





Grant Merrill, KOM-KJR produc- 


| tion director, returned from a trip 


to New York and Chicago. 





Friends of Darrell Donnell, radio 
editor of the San Francisco Exam- 
iner, were summoned to his Sea Cliff 
home last week to help him identify 
a small carnivorous animal which he 
captured in front of the house by 
throwing his hat over it. General 
opinion is that it is an ermine. 





CBS’ p.a. staff in San Francisco is 
playing host to bay district radio 
scribes during a flight over the new 
Golden Gate Bridge Friday (28) to 
0.0. Official opening ceremonies from 
the air. 





Samuel B. Dickson, NBC play- 
wright in San Francisco, accompan- 
ied the web’s coast special events 
chief, Don Thompson, to Rainier 
National Park in Washington last 
week-end. Pair planed north for 
the weekly national park broadcast 
over NBC from one of the new 
Mainliners, 





Fred Hart, owner, and J. Howard 
Worrall, biz manager, of KGMB in 
Honolulu, gandering the Hollywood 
scene in tow of Donald Thornburgh. 





Sam Hayes will do his news broad- 
casting for a Coast banking chain. 
He was formerly the Richfield Re- 
porter, 


Bakery Show Into Aud 


San Francisco, May 25. 
Homestead Bakery is sending its 
hour to 
Dreamland Auditorium Wednesday, 
June 2, for a p. a. at-an exposition 
of California products being held 
May 26 to June 3 in conjunction with 
the Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta. 
Walker’s tyros will air their regular 
weekly program over KGO from the 
Dreamland stage. ; 

Several weeks ago Walker origi- 
nated a broadcast at the annual Ala- 
meda County food show in Oakland 
Auditorium across the bay. 

Leon Livingston agency 
the account. 








handles 


NBC Artists Service offering 19- 
year-young blind organist, Irving 
Berkowitz, for air guestshots. Lad 
has never played over ozone. 
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idea for child selling. 


by sending a box top and getting a 


such programs actually paid out in 


number of reasons. 


or harassed mamas have told them 





Boys and girls who used to send in their box-tops so they could get 
a badge and ‘be just like the police captain,’ are now bored by such 
stuff and consequently radio is scratching its head for a new basie 


Club idea, where a pirate, police, 
declared that every boy and girl listening could be as brave as he 


one of the mdst successful commercial ideas ever to hit radio, and 


ages than any other type act ever used. 

Figured that with a new crop of kids getting ears all the time, it 
would last forever, and drop-off was excused for a while, for any 
But lately the slump has been too much and 
many trade dopesiers say it’s all washed up. Either the present day 
kids have become too cynical or else their older brothers and sisters 


Chicago, May 25. 


fire or gang chief stood up and 
badge and membership card, was 


direct selling in greater percent- 


it’s all a fake. 
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Toronto-Buffalo Shifts; 

















Directors Decide to String 
Along with Joint Commit- 
tee After Chicago Meeting 





DUES BOOST? 





Commercial Committee of the Na- 


NAB’s contributions to this venture 
will come from the 50% boost in 
association fees which the commit- 
tee hopes to sell the membership 





BOIGE, WITMER 
HISPEL DOUBTS 


Clock-Blocked Sponsors 


Admen Won’t Relinquish Good Time— 
Shows Ready to Go But No Place 





Safe From Radio 


Indianapolis, May 25. 

‘Moderns’ in the ranks of the 
Dunkards, who convened near 
Logansport (Ind,) last week, 
were snowed under the nays 
when they attempted to push 
through an okay on use of ra- 
dios in the home by members 


for hour and a half, and then 
the Presiding Elder cut it short 
by motion for oral vote. Deaf- 
ening chorus of nays resulted. 

















Listerine has a dramatic show, 
‘Grand Central Terminal,’ all set to 
go on the air, but it has elected to 
wait for the right network half-hour, 
even if it means holding off until 
next year. Agency on the account, 
Lambert & Feasley, had figured that 
some advertiser with a choice spot 
would decide to call it quits for the 
summer, and thereby provide Lis- 
terine with the opening that it has 


True hero stories are also going a little sour with so much same- tional Association of Broadcasters of this religious sect. been laying for. 
: Pageant : has agreed to carry on with the Ohio delegates introed the se : 
ness, and premium gags are flat, so there’s midnight-oil-burning for loint Comeailh Re collar aii a No such opportunity has been 
those who think the best way to sell merchandise is to get kids to il Prag NBC yo ac . wth rntegpeat ? motion to permit ra gt an made available, nor is it likely to 
yammer at their mothers to buy the product. oa J ; 3 ae wh one: debate waxed hot an Savy develop in the immediate future, 
rying the bureau’s financial load. 


since practically every account with 
a choice period is protecting the 
franchise with a cheaper summer 
show or through a guarantee to re- 
turn after a nine weeks’ absence. 

















at the NAB’s annual convention, | ‘ M cf 
+ A , outhwash was slated to go on 
PROGRAM Unies tee gtamatel sebuion. the air earlier in the spring,, but 
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tion commercial simultaneously | with alarm at the general exodus of with the Joint Committee was made ?4 H Sched od oh ‘th . 
: ; ; P e Ss controversial. 
i broadcasting on a CBS station starts | home bred talent into more lucrative at a meeting of the NAB’s commer- Pe I. e Circumstance of accounts waiting 
. here tonight (Tues.). Crosley-pro- | Buffalo fields. Four top performers | cial committee in Chicago last week. wer lens wariede forthe. state. 
duced program, ‘Hits of the Week,’| have taken up abode in the Bison’ NAB reps on the research bureau's ia ta aay say Ra . ve — eo ea 
will not only be aired at 9:30 over | City during the last few months and | set had be h f the direc- © make itsell available on the net- 
: oe : etup ne en cnary 0 © airec work has been no uncommon thing 
j WSAI, but will be fed to Columbia's | a quartet and two other air soloists | tion that the project’s work had San Francisco, May 25. during the past wene. Cosntioa & 
, WKRC. It was originally on the} have been offered programs and are taken but after a session with Ken! A 24-hour daily broadcasting seentied i bas & cadl hm jomeemniins 
» verge of signing with latter exclu- contemplating a shift. Boice, CBS v.p. in charge of sales,| schedule is contemplated by KGGC on g tne ae A pre ond pong 
sively. May Stern furniture store is Alan Savage, erstwhile CKCL an- | and Roy Witmer, NBC’s sales chief,| here, starting in July. Increase in vided with a choice period on either 
sponsor. Agency is Frederick Ziv. nouncer is now spieling for WGR- the NAB commercial committee; air time is planned to tally with the NBC al (WEAF) or CBS. while 
e Paul Sullivan will give hit news| WKBW, Buffalo. Siegmund Smith, | came to the conclusion that it would | similar arrangements being made by otheien. whiat agency reps ‘rene yoo 
story of week. Red Barber the hit| who handled sports assignments for | be for the best interests of the asso-| KLS, Oakland. Two stations form bobbing io stclirynsory of mate onc estes 
sports event ditto, and the hit mov-| CKTB, St. Catharines, and Stuart | ciation to continue to support the | the recently inaugurated Bay Broad- departments trying to tag a happy- 
ly ing picture of the week will be dra- Ramsay, another CKCL mikeman,) bureau. To date the project has de-| casting System. oe segment, include Standard Oil 
- matically excerpted. Bill Stoess will | also are doing B.B.C. chores. pended solely for expenses upon A new 250-watt RCA transmitter of “om York "Westco (Dr. West den- 
conduct orchestra:and Three Smooth- Singers include baritone John NBC and Columbia, but under the has been bought by KGGC, whose tal anita’ poli Old Gold (Loril- 
ies will warble. All regular staff Sturgess and tenor Jimmy Shields, | "€W entente cordiale the two webs} owner, the Golden Gate Broadcast- , »é Co.) . 7 
‘ entertainers of WLW-WSAI. Former has been booked as soloist | W!!! turn its appropriations over to ing Co., is petitioning the Federal : 15 a ee. 
P P at Shea’s Buffalo and is doing four the NAB which, in turn, will chip’ Communications Commission for a 
. + : i . . s, | , 
Ave Maria’ on WIE IL la day for seven days a week. In a a ee amount and pass it | power —— nso 100 to api Interrupts Baseball to 
. addition he vocals over WGR, doing | 4"' 0 ‘0 ureau. | daytime, and for a frequency change he “ 
. Is Repeated for WIP} 5 cotumbia job on ‘Buffalo Presents Question of Method ‘from 1420 to 1370 kilocycles. New Carry Auto Speedway 
ff Philly’s WFIL has set aside the| each Saturday. Shields now is the What had the NAB’ers disturbed 500-foot tower on the roof of the Chicago, May 25. 
ry ban on carrying any and all religious | B.B.C. staff soloist. was the methods that the Joint Com- Olympic Hotel will be erected. Almost unprecedented is WBBM's 
v4 programs, which station maintained| Others due to shuffle off are Mar- ™ittee had adopted for its testing as- decision to clip the ball game broad- 
yy till this week, and will carry the | garet McCann, C.B.C. soprano, Wish- | Sigmments. Bureau, as a result of WOODRUFF NIXES BID cast short to pick up another pro- 
mi weekly “Ave Maria’ half hour. Catho- | art Campbell, baritone, and Alf Res- | these tests, began to talk in terms, gram, but the Chicago Columbia key 
lie commercial will be heard over | corl’s mixed quartet, ‘The Fashion- Which were somewhat foreign to the has decided to do only first of the 
station, piped out from WHN, N. Y.. | aires.’ broadcasters on the Joint Committee. OF BENTON & BOWLES baseball double-header on Memorial 
is on the WLW-line to Cincy. WHN mvp Mery. 5 under es impres- | Day, and let the other go in order 
: merely feeds each Sunday afternoon, sion that the bureau would concern PE i rtion of the Indianapolis 
vet etn having been sede for past JELLO’S SUMMER SUBS itself. with determining the best Hollywood, May 25. ole. aie ee 
re four week methods for measuring station cov- _ Frank Woodruff, producer of the tati 
ea b a a pig Fy ee ae | erage but the agency and advertiser | Lux Theatre of the Air for J. Wal- gee A eer apres Bo 5 
. urgh. Star i ’ rage, 2 ‘ P } eC 
m § ts on L this Sunday | jane Froman and@ Don Ross Hold delegates on the ieint comnmitiee|ter Thompson agency, titxed an ef- CBS outlet not to take whole race, 
(30). Spet for Benny - jo hm ‘ le | 28 CBS wanted assurance of its sto- 
That gives Philly two slices of the ps | slater _more ey Hg yl with ued a mine a on rertege a thee wrong tions to take all or nothing, but such 
y- same show each Sunday. Program | ORING SSSRS Ry Ghd Covice 65 Sne-| MSLWES ee ee as “| a deal impossible on WBBM because 
me rides the WLW-line early — the Hollywood, May 25. ing out what percentage of listeners’ gram switches here for origin. : of bee sar commitments nace 
its afternoon, while at the dinner hour Jane Froman and Don Ross step tune in regularly on stations whose B. & B. through Herschel Wil- wrenaie, 6 was. decided ‘that wart 
° show is j i sting breach on the signals reach their sets liams now negotiating with others : aan rae : - 
er same show is repeated over five sta- | into the broadcasting signals reac . —— : ter the WBEM 
ast tions on race grt System 4. | Jello program when Jack Benny and Broadeasters on the Joint Com-| for producing post. It is reported potting oes fives teal game 
‘or cluding WIP, Philly. Bie: 3 Mary Livingston take their three- mittee had their fears allayed when that Bill Bacher also declined the - Secs gant poten aad pone anal 
ast = month summer vacation. it was made clear to them in Chi- Showboat spot. Ky oe art con " 
: 3 a : : game to carry finish of race. 
WwW New lineup becomes effective on cago that the bureau was concerning —_—_ — _-—— 
§ ft Drink y k July 4, and program will revert to itself with signal measurements and Fi h Ga | veg Agnes ban tha os roe 
0 $ S. eer | New York for its origin point, , mail counts as well as personal in- Ings t e urt et fre of ist ry! St: T™ = be 
rd - — terviews and that the info on station phat —~ nnd hog — nd rt pong 
in / ey popularity as derived through the Louisville, May 25. BAS SAMAGION S . : oe oe 
= Although — aig co Miss Roach Returns last method did not militate seriously = ‘Minute Interviews’ conducted by CBS. and war bay = 'WFBM, 
gh. System thr “ 6 tn Broadcasting Kathr Roech hes returned to against previous claims set up by George Patterson and Burton Black- Sadinan alie F 
overbo d the erie iD naicatge—es. Chie: aes h nnual visit to | *@tions concerned. well over WAVE, received a sur- spin 
ad~ will om Grst of the. year, ewe N ~~ we . . ned pre n was fed to One angle which had the broad- prise visit by Foster Brooks, WHAS apes a na ae 
in. Be ee ee Se Gees | ee ee eae casters at the Chicago meeting announcer Friday (21). Purpose of 0 , 
RE= aavertialog to balance, with the fol- | WGN, Chicago, her home base, out puzzled was the supervisory ar pos i { ' pe nee “al the WWJ 207, head of 36 
| hence iz p Ee oa ; tone ae Lz : SOry al- the impromptu appearanc f 
7-Up. Cleo-<ok ? a ~~ oP eager Og ee ar see rangement which the agency and ad- spicier was to issue a challenge to | 
d -O-COla, epsi-Cola, r. J : vertiser delegates on the Joint octal tae me ‘ , ? 4 A 
P aed . : ee : . : > Be : the WAVE staff for a softball game. | ae ay 2 
epper and Orange Crush. | Sister of Pierre Roche of Roche. Committee had imposed on the ae dake aka ak ee | a Detroit, May - 
| Cleo-Cola t star Q William & Cunningham agency, the , Brook ) Biz at WWJ during the first 20 
tne Just started three quar- : = ae “ic a¢ bureau. Without consulting the indie jess up in the air, after he stated | a Ds ogi it egy AP wae 
** hours per week on KSO. Dr.| household hints lady, broadcasts as ge weer ats Pe ‘ a . | weeks of this year shows an inerease 
Pepper has started four June Baker. She's also an exec at broadcasters, the others on the com- that his team was made up of WHAS | of 20% over the corresponding 
nae Bo ~ be "air ain del é . 7S als : mittee had named L. H. D. Weld, re- announcers and technicians, most of | period a year ago. Figure exclud bod 
y~ Se eee ae oe this week. ay —_ director “~* the ar omaaget whom were adept at handling the | astwook glee - 
; oe ee Erickson agency, as the supervisor 0 pongy pellet, . 22 A m 
“ ‘Plainsman’ for Lux Wynn Wright's Office the bureau's operations. It’s a sal- | Lon ak Gea” cometsanion aa i 
lay, a ; y # 8 : . aried assignment. NBC and Colum- W dotte’s La -Off ly af * . weil ner ching <i Z oe St 
ion . Hollywood, May 25. Wynn Wright, production — bia had consented to the move and yando y | 1+ Wiese yg -_ nig rath i: bial if 
eld , sf - B. DeMille ‘produces’ an air | 2S¢" of WW mee been elected “et Sais indications are that the NAB will ‘Tell Us Your Story,’ thrice weekly | where, a = ov sean tics feo a 4 
vith version of ‘The Plainsman.’ which he dent of The Players, succeeding Ray aqvance no objection to the setup as afternoon quarter-hour over nine | studios ane racic theatre, ee 4 
— filmed for Paramount, for Lux May | Jacobs. eee affecting Weld. The Chicago meet- CBS stations ‘exclusive of WABC, | Power, additions to talent statf _ . 
ar 31. Gary Cooper and Jean Arthur Others include Hayward S. Thomp- ing agreed to engage a research ex- N, Y.) for Wyandotte Cleaning Prod- | ™ore suitable organization, i] 
the reenact their film roles. son, vice-president, and Lawrence P. pert who would serve as the NAB’s ucts, drops off air with the May 29 | g it 
_ Other guesters lined up for Holly- | Smith, secretary-treasurer, Board | technical spokesman on the Joint: proadcast a eo es 4! 
igi- wood br a ae ; “~~ | members, besides officers, are Dr. ¢& La sar Sas vi a = y 
od broadcasts are Tyrone Power to sania “ie Committee. After 13-week layoff, program re he : —— 
a and Loretta Young in ‘Hotel Metro- | William H. Elliot. John 7: . a Joint Committee’s technical com- turns to same stations. N. W. Ayer | Cincinnati, May 25. 
_ pole’ on Hollywood Hotel, May 28; Sheldon R. Noble and Jacobs. mittee is slated tc spend a major the agency. | Manny Shure, personal representa- 
Fay Wray, Joan Blondell and Max | tia ale part of the coming week collating | tive for the Easy Aces, was marricd 
dles Reinhardt. in that succession, for Dannenbaum Takes Cut | the findings of surveys financed by inclined to come on to New York for | here Saturday (22) to Ruth Guetlineg, 
George Fischer's Hollywood Whis- Philadelphia, May 25. the bureau in New England. It is such gathering until their own con- | non-pro. Romance started im 1953, 
19 bers over the Mutual network. ' A. W. Dannenbaum, prez of | doubtful whether the main commit- vention is out of the way. Weld is} during early part of Shure's six-yeai 
ing ist baisabanciteamaicnditanete | WDAS. in University Hospital here | tee will be able to get together be-| due to sail for Europe June 26 and | stretch as an RKO theatre manager 
Lad Lauretta Hopton, of the WMCA. | recuperating from operation for re- fore June 24 to go over the tech- John Benson, prez of the American) here. 








N. Ym publicity dept. convalescing 
from an appendectomy. | 


moval of gall stones and appendix 
Doing okay. 


nical committee’s analyses. 
j delegates on the committee are dis- 


} 


NAB's 1 


Association of Advertising Agencies, | 


is going three days later. 


| Couple left Sunday ¢23) to take up 
j residence in N, Y. C 
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See 


*“ABIE’S IRISH ROSE’ 
Abie—Richard Bond 
Rosie—Marion Shockley 
Levy—Alfred White 
Pat—William Fay 
Rabbi—John G. Bertin 
Priest—E. J. Blunkhali 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF, NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
This is third network airing with- 


in a week for the revival of ‘Abie.’ | 


Opening night, CBS had a sustainer. 
Next night, ‘March of Time’ gave it 
attention. Vallee hour offered it in 
brief excerpt. All of which adds up 


J. C. FLIPPEN 
With Ethel Shepard, Helen Yorke, 
Rose Marie, Jimmy Brierly and 


Irving Aaronson’s Orch. 
| Variety 
| 30 Mins.—Leocal 
| BORDEN 
| 


| Wednesday, 8 p.m., DST 

| WHN-WOR, New York 

| (Young & Rubicam) 
Produced at WHN, fed to WOR. 
| program makes passes at pretentious- 
ness. But not enough effort ha¢ 
| been expended on the program 
| itself. Flippen has something fo1 
the air. Indeed he has had for some 
years. But lacks socko material. 
When caught he dished~up the same 


to a lot of publicity even though the : 
excerpt as played for the cold sight- old saws; they wouldn't even have 
less ether did not add up to a lot| been able to crawl by muster On a 
of laughs split-week in Union City. 
Regular cast members played their | Might help to add a femme foil 
c € as ~ a: i 2 7 > 7 " ses t ie girl 
roles (slightly edited for airing) go- for Flippen. As is he use€ he 
pages mete ; warblers in rotation; they should 


ing on about 8:10 at NBC and run- 


stick to singing, albeit probably they 


ning 10 minutes or so. That en- aren't spearing at comedy from 
abled the cast to make the curtain choice. With material and en apt 
at the Little theatre. co-worker for Flippen on the laugh- 
No radio credit to any of the) jevying, program might rear up into 
players. an oversight not character-| jmportance in its sphere. 
istic of Rudy Vallee’s stanza in Misses Shepard and Yorke are 
which professional courtesy has}! good songstresses, giving the show 
often been plain log-rolling (as it) its best moments. There is_ not 
was again between Rudy and! enough contrast, however, in thei! 
Maurice Evans, and Rudy and| voices or singing styles. Aaronson’s 


Ethel Merman). 


crew is capable. 





Bernard Gorcey, chief laugh-get-| _When caught tenor Brierly, 
ter of ‘Abie, was missing from the| doubling from appearance’ with 
broadcast for the reason that he gets Paul Whiteman’s orch at Loew's 
his laughs largely by pantomimic State, did not particularly impress. 
mugging. One or two snickers in Rose Marie (she has shed the ‘baby ) 
the excerpt submitted but mostly failed to likewise, but by time he 
tepid. Richard Bond as Abie was) tonsilling turn came near end of 
the most aggressive voice on the program, it was already topheav. 
broadcast. Others trailed off now Pe y sort of talent. —— — 
and then. Sound level apparently OM€-sno a ert. 
didn’t help. 

But as a publicity break on the, ‘EVERY WOMAN’ 


top-ranking variety hour of them all 
Anne Nichols had something Land. | 


JIMMY KEMPER 
With Bill Murray, 
bury, William Shelly, 
Four, Al and Connie. 
*Song Stories’ 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 6 p.m., EDST 
WEAF, New York 
One of the blossoms that spring 
up every year when summer thins 
out the commercial accounts. Sus- 
tainer shot brings Jimmy Kemper, 
mildly pleasant warbler, hybrid vo- 
cal background in a variation of the 
musical comedy idea. Program is 
dramatized story highlighting Kem- 
per’s songs. Show caught (20) was 
backstage yarn about the rising 
young singer and the scheming | 
prima donna. She deals him a hand} 
from the bottom of the deck, but! 
the film talent scout out front signs| 
him regardless. 
All routine stuff, but harmless} 


enough for a sustainer at that hour | 
of the day. Singing of Kemper and} 


Frances Weod-| 
Manhattan | 





his satellites fills the bill. Canned | 
applause sounds. precisely like| 


canned applause. Hobe, 


LEAH PLOTKIN 
‘Exploring the Seven Arts’ 
Talk 


15 Mins.—Local 
WPA 

Wed., 9:45 p.m. DST 
WQXR, New York 


WPA is running -a_ lofty-brow 
broadcast weekly on N. Y.’s most 
lofty-brow broadcaster. ‘Exploring’ 
dance, musie, poesy, prose, drama, 
painting and sculpture, series is not 
employing WPA radio talent, but 
using aesthetic guests from outside. 

When caught, Miss Plotkin, who 
plotted series for, and is member of 
WPA, stepped up herself for an up- 
lift-the-masses’ minds session. A 
swell spieler with a plush pair of 
pipes, she defended art as a ‘social 
force’ on ground social roots are 
necessary to make it significant. De- 
nouncing the ivory-tower isolation- 
ists, she called for art for all the 
people and ‘explored’ the arts to at- 
tempt to prove her 
While not likely to win any con- 
verts to her side of thinking, she did 
have some slick points, ne fault 
with her talk was that she seemed 
so opinionated she viewed only her 
side of the question in proving her 
ideas. Bert. 


JANE EVANS 

Food Talks, Music 

15 Mins.—Local 
EMPIRE-COMMUNITY MARKETS 
Daily, 7:45 a.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 


A new and rather different voice 
comes through the 
this recently-inaugurated program 
which falls into the general classi- 
fication of a musical clock, mod- 
erately budgeted. Jane Evans, ‘Hour 
Hostess,’ speaks with something of 
a twang suggesting the South. She 
is a good talker, clear, friendly, sub- 
stantial and convincing. Her recipes 
sound authentic and her plugs for 
independent chain sponsors’ prod- 
ucts to the point, but not over in- 
sistent. Intermixed is tuneful music 
from the NBC thesaurus. 

Five-minute time checks. May be 
a question whether all housewives 
and mothers will have the necessary 
spare moments to jot down the 
recipes, but the commercial message 
should get across, nevertheless. On 
one salvo, male miker signed off 
with price tabbings. Jaco. 


| the usual dramatic blow-by-blow de- | 
scriptions of romances, program airs | 


contentions. | 


loudspeaker on 





/ use of his opportunity. 


' 








With Kaye Brinker, Milton Charles, 

Todd Hunter 
Songs-Menologs 
15 Mins.—Local 
COMMONWEALTH EDISON 
Tues., Thurs., Sat., 1 p.m. CDST 
WBEBM, Chicago 

(Lord & Themas) 

New set-up by Edison Co. has di- 
rect appeal for women. Smoothness | 
of production above average for day- | 
time shots. In getting away from | 


the swell voice and organ of Milton | 
Charles, and the fine original mono- 
logs of Kaye Brinker. 

Character sketches done by Miss | 
Brinker, in musical frame, are} 
sparkling, altogether human imper- 
sonations of ‘Every-Woman,’ each | 
time in a different situation. Are 
good for top billing wherever light, 
frothy humor is wanted. Has an|} 
especially neat way of planting situa- | 
tions by using one or two words, 
thrown away. Delivery is gracious 
and unruffied at all times, keeping 
away from anything but unforced 
naturalness. In sketch caught did a | 
bridge scene, and conversations sup- | 
posedly taking place all about her 
gave her a chance for fine judgment 


| in the use of pauses for effectiveness. 


Miss Brinker shapes up as an excel- 
lent performer. 

Once introduced by Miss Brinker | 
and once by Charles, Todd Hunter | 
| does the commercials in an easy 
voice. 


JACK AND LORETTA CLEMENS 
Songs, Patter ‘ 
15 Mins. 
KIRKMAN’S SOAP 
2:15 p.m., EDST. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 

Brother-sister duo were heard for 
,a time over WABC, N. Y., solely 
|for sponsor, but are now on CBS 
outlets in Albany, Boston, Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Syracuse, Rochester and 
Utica as well. 

In present series there’s a_ thin 
| thread of story with pair playing 
sweethearts, and announcer John 
| Allen Wolf assisting in the situa- 
| tions sandwiched in between the 
| songs accomped by Loretta on jit- 
box and Jack on electric swing 
guitar. Situations and dialog are in- 
formal and not taken too seriously. 
and do broaden out the music and 
warbling. 

A vet radio team, the Clemenses 
bunch up nicely as an early after- 
nooner aimed at the haus frau. 
Commercial copy is chiefly com- 
posed of vocal plugs and references 
made by the team, including a not 
too judicious theme number lush 
| with lyrics lauding the product. 
Bert. 














»| VINCENT CONNOLLY 
“Women Make the News’ 

15 Mins.—Lecal 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
Daily, 5:15 p.m. DST 

WOR, New York 


(Benton & Bowles) 
Connolly is straight for 
Deane on her sessions. 
does a solo dishing-out. 
Using Transradio dispatches, Con- 
nolly is not at present making full 
He seems to 
think that women listeners are only 
interested in ‘round-the-world flashes 


Martha 
Here he 


in which skirted celebs make news. | 


Obviously the ‘femme angle’ in news 
is much broader; he could take ad- 
vantage of it. 

Product ‘(Supersuds) gets a plug 
by the newscaster at a start and 


Bert. 


BAR 


} 


, ing. Material is doubly unpalatable 


} 


| 





| 
PAULINE FREDERICK, PHILLIPS | 

HOLMES 

‘Amber’ 

13 Mins. 

A. & P. 

Thursday, 8 p.m. DST 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Paris & Peart) 

Guesting on Kate Smith's ‘Band- 
wagon,’ Miss Frederick and Holmes 
became bogged in a most tedious 
slab of Martin Brown's play, ‘Amber,’ | 
in which Miss Frederick starred on 


stage. 

Play was not a good one, and it 
was a tiresome, mechanical scene 
from it that was used. Far over- 


length. it succeeded only.ig dragging 
down level of the whole program, 
which had been skimming along on 
high level till ‘Amber’ was shot in 
near end. 

Scene had to do with young man’s 
reconciliation with mother after 
twain had been separated since chap 


was a tot. What were primed as 
dramatic fireworks were smothered 
by heavy-booted dialog and slow 
action. Bert. 
MARGERY WILSON 
With Leonard Barron 
Talks 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Tuesday, 2:30 p.m., EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Network is running weekly 
through May ae series aimed at 


femme audience, with Miss Wilson, 
who for past 16 years has been pen- 
ning books and platform purring on 
the psychology of charm and per- 
sonality-developing, and Leonard 
Barron, who talks on flower-garden 
horticulture. 

When caught (11), each talked 


searcely exceeded more than five 
mins., which entailed a deal of or- 
chestral fill-in, fore, aft and mid- 


ships. Miss Wilson, equipped with 
a swell diction and authoritative air 
personality, touched on an aspect of 
‘Fitting Your Personality to Life’ 
which should have appealed to the 
ladies in view of fits sanity and di- 
rectness. She talked in terms any- 
one might easily understand, sagely 
avoiding sliding off the deep end as 
do most spielers laboring under the 
title of psychologist. 

Barron pointed out how nice are 
water lilies, and how little trouble 
they are to park in a pool. Fanciers 
among the listeners probably knew 
all about it, and it is hard to believe 
others were really interested during 
the five minutes the statements con- 
sumed. Bert. 


‘MIDNIGHT IN MAYFATR’ 
With Howard Fogg’s Orchestra, Joan 
Martin and Tom McOnoigle 
Music, Songs, Comedy 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
9:30 P.M., DST 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 
This innocuous half hour of music 
from Montreal, with full credit to 
the Canadian Broadcasting Commis-| 
sion, is hampered by blatant at- 
tempts at English wit. It represents 
a new high in unfunny air clown- 


without benefit of visual build-up. 
That moss-covered gag about the 
‘happiest days of my life’ not only, 
is flattened out when first intro-| 
duced on this program, but it is 
dragged in again later, Even the one 
about a man playing the role of a 
woman. relegated from _ burlesque 
usage is manhandled. Typical of 
how thin the funning becomes was, 
the nifty about ‘where is Iago? He's) 
gone to Chicago.’ 





| Howard Fogg’s orchestra starts out 


fair enough but evinces poor spot-' 
| ting of the brass division and other | 
| sections in several later tunes. At- 
| tempt to go swing in ‘Oh, Say Can I 
Swing’ is a sad try. Joan Martin 
looms as a radio personality; ‘If You 
Love Me’ was her neatest contribu- 
tion. Wear. 


‘TOMAHAWK TRAIL’ 
With Al Brown, Charles Flynn, Earl 

George, Dolores Gillen 
Serial 
15 Mins.—Local 
KRAFTONE 
| Daily, 5:45 p.m. CDST 
| WBBM, Chicago 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Daily serial using Indian adventure 
as the basic idea for child audience 
|appeal. Editor of ‘Boy’s Life’ mag 
| given a by-line as the writer, pos- 
| sibly to forestall any blood-curdling 
|ery from Parent-Teacher groups on 
the use of the theme. 
no squawk should occur anyway, as 
excitement is mainly ordinary stuff 


hypoed, and neither sadistic nor 
| ae 


Story has a couple of kids getting 
| mixed up with Indians, and plot 
deals mostly with threats that never 


REVIEWS 


| aging to 


; melodramatics 


; scampering a 
| developed dignity 
| ness. 


| Subordinates were fine. 


But as it is, | 


happen; sequences in which kids are | 


afraid of kidnaping, of what might 
happen to them, and if such-and- 
such comes about, what will so-and- 
so do? Considering that kid audi- 
ences are used to blood and thunder 
that makes no excuse for its realism. 
the effect is only fair. If taken 
along with a few studied chapters 
on Indian lore, child will probably 
appreciate it more, 
Production job, entailing 
plenty of sound, 
acting is okay. 
in the show 
announcing as done by Tom Shirley. 


use of 
is excellent; and 
Much of the appeal 


| No over-doing here; everything is | 
stop. Blurbs are nicely threaded in. 


right across the table, and that’s the 
: way the kids like it 


is the narration and |} 


at 








Wednesday, May 26, 1937 
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Follow-Up Comment 

: —— a a ee! 

Jack Fulton, on the CBS Wrigley | film fans. Incidentally, Fidler gaye 

five-a-week shot, is bringing it to a| ‘I Met Him in Paris’ (Par) Four 


high level with his plenty-of-a eal 


| voice and wise choice of numbers 
Evidently giving | } 
| Friday (21) night, with Paramount's 
|new sophisticated comedy. ‘] j 


for the night spot. 
him more to do at the sacrifice of 
the poetry readings lends a better 


frame and a much lighter touch to | 


Bells as the best picture of the week 





‘Hollywood Hotel’ broadcast. last 
Met 


Him in Paris,’ as the piece de resist- 


program. ance, was an entertaining CBS sian. 
Franklyn MacCormack, too, is | za. During the program's first half 
doing a better job; his poetry read- | the Orchid Room gang, with Jerry 
ing done in a cleaner, man-to-man | Cooper as singer-emcee, went Ho. 
style, where, before, he had a ten- | Wallan in a big way. Dulcet s ngs 
dency to wave it. of the islands were given out jn 
; iia solo, duet and ensemble form. with 
Wayne King ‘formula’ keeps click- Cooper, Anne Jamison. Frances 


ing for Lady Esther face powder. 
Riding CBS Mondays and NBC-red 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, the 
lassies listen, are lulled by the glow- 
ing waltzes, and by the time ‘Lady 


Langford and even Igor Gorin 1: k- 
ing part. A set of native instry. 
mentalists and singers was also on 
hand to lend authenticity to the pro. 
ceedings. 


Esther’ speaks her piece the lassies, Air version of ‘I Met Him in Paris’ 
in fairyland of wistfulness, are pre- used the three leading players of the 
sumably quite ready to be sold film, Claudette Colbert. Melvyn 
chawin’ tobaccy. | Douglas and Robert Young. and was 

Waltzes conduce reveries, and in | 29 enjoyable interlude, even though 


dreams face powder is peddled, Oh, 
Fudge! 





, Paris who 


‘Vic and Sade,’ which Ivory Flakes 
and NBC continue to dub ‘radio’s 
happiest family,’ was caught during | 
one of its somewhat routine work- 
outs on last Friday (21) night. Minor 
inter-family arguments and discus- 
sions seemed about as usual, with 
the small-town chatter never man- 
reach a particularly high 
level of interest or intelligence. In|! 
it¢ drawling way it seemed pretty 
drab stuff most of the time. 

Vic was explaining in laborious 
detail the purpose of the 14 volumes 
of his Lodge Library, which he had 
just purchased. As Exalted Big Dip- 
per of the Milky Way chapter of the 
order he was entitled to certain dis- 
counts in price for the books, sub- 
ject to various fees and taxes, and 


| his inquisitive wife (Sade) was en- 


deavoring to find out just how much 
the volumes cost. This went on for | 
about the entire 15 minutes—with no | 
definite answer to the question at 
the finish. 

Announcer breaks all known rec- 
ords in unctiousness and pompous 
delivery, . 





Jimmy Fidler will have to be care- 
ful not to lower his stuff down to the 
fan mag and p.a. blurb status. His | 
touching tale of how Ginger Rogers | 
sought to have charges dropped 


| against the youth who sent her a 


threatening letter, while interesting | 
enough, was accentuated in a style! 
that made the actress seem rather | 
too good to be true. And his later | 
‘Personality’ essay on the habits and 
manners of the Great Garbo was a/| 
bit silly, and appeared to have been 
clipped from some imaginative sob- 
bie’s press book. 

This sort of stuff will lessen Fid- 
ler’s standing with the less gullible 





‘OUTCAST OF POKER FLAT’ 
With Jay Jostyn, Flerence Malone, 
Peggy Allenby, Reid Brown, Eunice 


| big buildup, which 


but about half of the story was con. 
tained in the air adaptation. It is a 
gay yarn about an American gir] in 
‘elopes’ to Switzerland 
with two men, and the dialog is spir- 
ited and amusing throughout. All 
three principals performed their 
chores with finesse and, at the be- 
ginning, Louella Parson gave them a 
included some 
anecdotes by the players of experi- 
ences during the filming of the Swiss 
scenes at Sun Valley, Idaho. 
Broadcast of film excerpt was 
shorter than usual, winding up sud- 
denly in the middle of the story. for 
reasons best known to Paramount 
and the sponsor. Balance of the time 
was filled in with a song or two. 





Maurice Evans, working with Rudy 


| Vallee last week on the Royal Gela- 


tine jamboree, naturally reminded of 
the Eddie Cantor-Leslie Howerd 
combo. This stunt is amusing and 
was well done. 

Vallee, coming back from London 
with a British accent, and British 
actor Evans not understanding him, 
was droll. ‘Come again.’ requested 
Evans in a borrowed Dixie expres- 
sion that fit the moment ideally. 

Essence of such celebrity-joshing 
patter is its breezy sophistication of 
manner while sticking to broad lines 
of comedy, so that it doesn't go over 
leftfield fence. 





Lucille Manners, who replaced 
Jessica Dragonette back in February 
as the chief feminine balladist on 
Cities Service program, is going 
strong on this Friday 8 p.m. spot. 
Last week she opened her series of 
solos with an operatic tune. followed 
with a duet (‘You Are Free’), 


' teamed up with Robert Fitzsimmons, 


and then followed with ‘My Little 
Nest of Heaven.’ Tapered off with a 
Chinese ballad and ‘Not So Long 
Ago.’ 

Miss Manners shows a well-round- 
ed tonal quality plus finesse. She 
has rugged singing competition from 
Fitzsimmons, 





tan John McBride, Walter | Fg DR geen Aes one “ 
4 4 ’ ic appearances, 
pg of Poker Fiat walked away with the speaking hon- 
Sustaining ors on an NBC broadcast of a lunch- 


Monday, 8 p.m., DST. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

Bret Harte’s ramed yarn 
adapted for air, and 
scored with original music by Wells | 
Hively, through whose effort the | 
radio form of ‘Outcast’ retains the | 
integrity Harte ingrained in it—the| 
recounting of a sentimental meller 
devoid of sloppiness. Hively’s 
music and sad little songs added | 
much to the illusion piece created on | 
the air. With a uniformly good cast | 
projecting the dramatization, _ it 
turned out to be first-rate ether fare. 

Under less skilled handling the 


was | 
strikingly | 


| 
| 
would have gotten | 
out of hand and made the story seem | 
a bit silly. As it was, the simple 
piece about the fugitive party snow- | 
bound high in the Sierras after 
‘wild western’ town) 
: and persuasive- | 
Tragic heroics marking the! 
finale were especially forceful. 

Cast hailed from legit. Jay) 
Jostyn played the lead—the gam- | 
bler raced out on a rail who dragged | 
his companions down to his doom. 


Baritone Walter Preston sang the 


hauntingly and songs with under- | 


Standing. Narrator William Adams 


also 


eon at the Lotus Club, commem- 
orating the tenth anniversary of 
Charles A. Lindbergh's flight from 
New York to Paris. Same fluency of 


| speech, crackling wit, good-natured 


humor, sure-fire , human _ interest 


| touches and general suavity which 


mnade ‘Jimmy’ famous as an all-occa- 
sion talker were in evidence, 





Ruth Etting whammed over sev- 
eral songs in snappy fashion Sunday 
(23) on Leo Reisman’s program for 
Schaefer beer. Song stylist displayed 
her customary professional eclat 
throughout. Hasn't been heard much 
lately on the air. 

Reisman’s music remains consist- 
ently warm-blooded. His arrange- 
ments are pips. Qualifies as # high 
- on the WOR program sched- 
ule, 





Dorothy Lamour, the publicity de- 
partment’s big campaign of a couple 
of years ago, had to go into films 
and return to radio circuitous!y in 
order to get on an NBC network 
commercial. NBC in New York tried 


| hard, photographed the gal trom «!I 


| angles, and got her pasted up on 
the lockers of station engineers 
from Coast to Coast. But she still 


had to go to Hollywood to get on 


good. But it was really the : 
work of composer and adapter a radio. : 
Hively who made the program. t ow Chase & Sanborn a ae 
Bert. en her into the Sunday night 





GENE O’'HAIRE 
Sports Talks 
15 Mins.—Local 
KENTUCKY CLUB 
T.-T.-S.; 6:45 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

O’Haire succeeded Jim Healey. 
Capable sportscaster but held back 
by an overload of advertising and 
|; an apparent agency attempt to make 
the program so regional that the 
local basebail angle is wunderem- 
phasized. On first broadcast, almost 
five minutes’ time was taken up 
| with the plugging of Kentucky Club 
| Tobacco, the new pocket pack, 
, and concern’s union Jabor policy, 


(Continued on page 41) 


scripts. She’s a singer and shes 2 
straight woman, and it looks like 





she might get to be known for he: 
voice as well as her appearance in 
—— satin, Art conquers in the 
end, 








| Den Ameche sings, m.c.s. end 
! laughs it up for Chase & Sanborn. 
‘Doing a surprise on the firsi. @ 
credible job on the second, but over- 
convulsive in the giggle department. 
Excessive mirth from radio straights 
has been a fault of others before 
him. Build-up should stop short of 
incoherency. 

Script should also make it cie#! 
who's talking. Ameche broke in elie) 
another item on the program wit! 
a personal allusion to himself thet 
' was puzzling since without icdentifi- 
‘cation of the speaker. 
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Regional Raps Phone Rates 





Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Walker: 


earliest convenience. 


of $3 for the first quarter-mile and 
mile. 
of length of line with no minimum 

This means networks and larger 


general. 





(Copy) 


-Mr. Paul A. Walker, Chairman Telephone Division 
Federal Communications Commission 


We wish to call the attention of your department to what \ 
sider a gross injustice and ask that you investigate the matter at your 


As of May 1, the Diamond State Telephone Company, Bell Tele- 
phone subsidiary in the State of Delaware, increased our rates for 
local remote broadcast lines approximately 243% for the first quarter- 
mile and approximately 44% for each additivnal quarter-mile. 

Using air-line measurement for mileage, 
instead of the old method of route measurement, 
supposed to get a reduction in cost. 
to light in Delaware, with a minimum charge to WDEL and WILM 


Heretofore, the cost was $0.8742 per quarter-mile irregardless 


now receiving lower rates by air-line measurement while hundreds 
of stations operating in cities where most of their broadcast lines are 
purely local loops, a few quarters of a mile in length, will suffer an 
increase in rate beyond all reason 


If some companies during the recent investigation submitted new 
schedules using bulk costs by air-line measurements which claimed 
reduced line costs to broadcasters, they may have been correct about 
some stations, although it was never before known to hundreds of 
smaller stations that eventually they were expected to pay the bill. 

We trust your Commission will inquire into the new rate 
for broadcast lines in Delaware and notify us accordingly. 

Very truly yours, 


Gen. Mgr. Mason-Dixon Radio Group. 


Lancaster, Pa., May 13, 1937, 


Ve con- 


which we heartily favor, 
radio stations are 
However, the joker now comes 
$1.25 for each additional quarter- 


charge. 
stations using long line hauls are 


when the new rates become 


schedule 


Clair R. McCullough, 








MARCH OF TIME 
LUXEMBOURG 
TEST 


Time, Inc., has cut two 30-min. 
recordings of specially prepared 
‘March of Time’ ether dramatizations 
in French for ozoning over the Con- 
tinent—covering commercial and 
unfettered station in the Duchy of 
Luxembourg. 

Pair of discs will be given a whirl 
for reaction. Time for the two trial 
half-hours was not bought, the sta- 
tion speculating along with the 
magazine company. 

Two trial recordings are slightly 
linked up with the ‘Time’ monthly 
newsréel. It is thought that if spon- 
sorship for the French recordings is 
not obtained, the air rides will be 
continued as a ballyhoo for the 
newsreel released in France, 

gan Masson, program director at 
Radio Luxembourg, came over to the! 
U. S. to assist in making the re- 
cordings. Andre Baruch, CBS mike- 
man, is the narrator for ‘Le Marche 
du Temps.’ 


GREEN’S MUSIC SOLO 
IN HEAT FOR PACKARD 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Straight music will predominate 
the Packard show after Fred Astaire 
and Charles Buiterworth check out 
June 1, Johnny Green's band is re- 
tained for the main billing, with so- 
loing to be divided between Turdy 
Wood and Buddy Blaire. 

Considered unlikely that Astaire 
will return to the air in the fall 
as he is planning a three months va- 
cation abroad at the conclusion of 
his picture, which will take him 
into deep summer. 


0’Keefe a Columnist 


Walter O’Keefe, who takes Fred 
Allen's place for Bristol-Myers next 
month, has been contracted to do a 
daily column of topical comment for 
Scripps-Howard. Roy Howard 
handled the deal for the chain. 

O'Keefe makes the third radio 
comic doing a daily syndicate stint. 
Other two are Bob Burns and Ken 
Murray, the latter under the Mc- 
Naught banner. 

















Goodwin With Fizdale 
Chicago, May 25. 

Leaving desk to WBBM-Columbia 
publicity department Friday (29), 
Albert R. Goodwin will take a week 
off, and then join the Tom Fizdale 
office. 

Is to write magazine press stories 
from Chicago office, and later go to 


new Coast office to be opened by 
Fizdale, 





RENE DAVIES PROGRAM 


Marion's Sister Outlining $3,500 Pro- 
gram From Hollyweod 








Hollywood, May 25. 

Rene Davies, sister of Marion, 
and Hearst social chatterer, is lining 
up a half hour radio program with 
Joe Cunningham and Ernie Stanton 
for comics and Leon Leonardi’s 
band. 

Picture stars have offered to help 
her over the first programs, but 
Miss Davies says she won't take 
anything she can’t pay for, and 
since she can't at present pay the 
stars what they are worth, she plans 
to dig into the middle strata of tal- 
ent where the price is not so high 
and the routines often good. 

Sponsor not set as yet, with sev- 
eral in the field and $3,500 figured 
as the price for the ensemble for 
the half hour. Miss Davies plans to 
freeze several programs on platters 
to be sure her formula is right be- 
fore selling or releasing. 


Coast C. I. O. 


(Continued from page 27) 














made considerable progress in the 
broadcasting industry. 

After a general meeting of all 
employes, at which vice-prexy Don 
E. Gilman explained their rights 
under the Wagner Labor Act and as- 
sured them that none would lose 
jobs, regardless of what union affilia- 
tions any individual or group should 
make, the NBC’ites voted to form 
their own protective association, 
naming Ribbe chairman of a com- 
mittee which includes representa- 
tives of all departments. On the 
committee are Glenn Ticer. sales; 
Louise Landis, press; John Wagner, 
accounting; Grant Pollock, announc- 
ers; Dorothy Brown, program; Ward 
Byron, producers; Jane Burns, hos- 
tesses. A charter was drafted Fri- 
day night and will be voted upon by 
the entire membership some time 
this week. Board of mediators, 
limited to five members, has been| 
proposed to handle dealings with the 
employers in place of the larger 
committee previously named. 

Hollywood employes of NBC are 


already taking steps to form a simi-| 


lar organization, and it is expected | 
that New York and Chicago workers | 
may foilow suit. 

Other local radio employes so far 
have taken no steps toward organ- | 


izing but are watching the progress | 
KFRC, the) 


of the NBC activities. 
Don Lee-Mutual station here, last 


week became the first Pacific Coast | 
transmitter to put its technical em- | 
ployes on a 40-hour week. Five-year | 


pact was signed by Lewis Allen 
Weiss, general manager of the Don 
Lee Broadcasting System. 


lowing word that the technicians had 
been approached by labor organ- 
izers. 


Announcements of a mass meeting | 


of white collar workers were dis- 
tributed at KSFO, the local Colum- 
bia outlet, last week by representa- 
tives of the Commitiee for Indus- 
trial Organization. 


Weiss | 
came north from his Los Angeles, 
headquarters to make the deal fol- | 











| Labor Issue 





(Continued from page 27) 





Shepard’s kind of 
| wrong kind. 
Shepard, it is pointed out, has not 
only acted for his own stations but 
for stations which he does not own 
but merely hooks up on affiliation 
contracts. It all tallies into an ex 
{ample of editorializing by a broad- 
| caster which many believe 
| ward and difficult for radio. 
Also, the idea of an advertising 
| medium accepting paid space and 


fighting is the 


is awk- 





| then asserting the right, on an ad- 
| joining column, to cast doubts on 
| the sincerity and legality of the 
| copy in the ad is a situation with- 
out precedent. 

Shepard’s viewpoint of ‘fight 
to the last drop’ is condemned 
one network official as ‘heroic but 
unrealistic, while a prominent ad- 
vertising agency partner declared: 
‘there’s a right way and a wrong 
way to handle social pressure.’ 

C.I.0. cancelled the time before 
the skedded broadcast Sunday (23) 
on which John L. Lewis and Sidney | 
Hillman spoke in opening blast to | 
organize textile workers of New 
England. C.1.0. dropped Shepard 
stations from its hookup and aired 
over a special link that embraced 
WPRO, Providence; WSPR, Spring- 
field, Mass.; WCOP, Boston; WLLH, 
Lowell, and WORC, Worcester. | 
Yankee stations that had been set | 
were WAAB, Boston; WSAR, Fall | 
River; WRDO, Augusta, Me., and 
and WNBX, Springfield, Vt. 
Attitude 

Lewis’ stand was that newspapers 
do not announce his speeches as be- | 
ing in discord with their editorial | 
policies when printing them, and | 
consequently the C.LO. was not go- 


"em 
by 


Lewis | 


sort of thing which will result in 
legislation, if they try it.’ 


that the C.1L.O. planned to file formal 


FCC, it looks now as if the matter 
will be buried. 

Meanwhile the multilateral union 
continues planning use of radio in 
future organizing. 





Washington, May 25. 

Feud between the Committee for 
Industrial Organization and manage- 
ment of the Yankee network over 
freedom of speech will not be 
stopped by the Federal Communica- 
tions Cormmission. Reluctant to 
make predictions until the matter is 
formally before them, Broadcast 
Division members indicated Monday 
(24) they will pigeon-hole the antici- 
pated protest on the ground of no 
jurisdiction. 

Speaking unofficially and_ in- 
formally, Judge Eugene O. Sykes, 
broadcast branch chairman, and 
Governor Norman S. Case both ex- 
pressed doubt there is any reason | 
for the F.C.C. to intervene. On the 
basis of second-hand information 
about the nature of the alleged 
Yankee offense, they could not see 
any infraction of law or rules. Both 
remarked the anti-censorship clauses 
of the Communications Act limit 
their authority. 


'Look Magazine Helps Dyer 


|of program 


| ‘Cabbages 


ing to tolerate repudiation directly | 
prior to being ozoned. C.1.O. chief | 
also added, ‘the radio companies do | 
not yet own the air, and it is this | 


Though there were some rumbles | 


charges against Shepard with the | 








Bridgeport, May 25. 





D ciiecneetiaeelni 


| 
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Hollywood, May 25. 

McCann-Erickson agency execs 
here have it all daped out how many 
laughs pile up on a Twin Star broad- 
cast, which has Helen Broderick and 
Victor Moore in the comedy spot. 
Two members of the firm sit in their 
individual homes and check them off 
as they issue through their sets. 

Laughs are catalogued in two 
brackets—just plain ones and hearty 
lor belly laughs. When the final 
count is made it represents a pool- 
ing of all manner of chuckling. 

Pointing out its accuracy, Jack 
Hasty, producer of the National Bis- 








PROCTER & GAMBLE $4,000,000 BILLING 
TOO MANY EGGS IN ONE BASKET AT NBC 


‘Exclusive’ Boast No Longer Important to Web— 
Welcomes Split Appropriations of Toppers—But 
Fears CBS Sales Promotion Aggression 





Sweet Memories 





Radio comic who pays his ex- 
wife a percentage of his income 
as alimony turned down a pic- 
ture offer of $75,000 after his 
manager showed him that if he 
did take Hollywood assignment 
he would net less than he does 
from his mike income alone. 

As the manager had it 
figured, the comic, after giving 
the former frau her share, 
would have to bear the Cali- 
fornia and VU. S. Government 
levies by himself, with the re- 
sult that not only would the en- 
tire $75,000 be gone but there 
would be a further clip on his 
radio income to meet the added 
federal surtaxes as applied to 
his combined income. 

Ex-wife refuses to give up 
any portion of her split of the 
picture proceeds for California 
taxes. 











Compile ‘Sensational’ News 
Chicago, May 25. 
spotting a new type 


Gene Dyer 


e 





on his WCBD station 
starting this week. Tagged | 
and Kings,’ 


here, 


in the news. 


with Look, picture mag, but 
not sponsored by it. Ed Roberts) 
and Ed Allen handling the show. 





sell time to city garbage strikers 
after Mayor Jasper McLevy had 
been donated time to define admini- 
stration stand. 

C.L.O. protested after Joseph Lopez, 
station supervisor, acted under 
orders of John Shepard Yankee 
headquarters in Boston. Latter in- 
structed Lopez not to let strikers 
buy spot, saying that C.1.O. favors 
‘illegal’ sitdowns. 


Bridgeport Herald queried F.C.C., 
and T. J. Slowie, secretary, an- 
swered that a ‘broadcast station is 
not under a public utility obligation 
to accept all program material of- 
fered, and the commission has no 
authority to direct a station to ac- 
cept any specific program.’ Slowie 
noted exception in case of legally 
qualified candidates for public of- 
fice. 





Execs of station WHN and repre- 
sentatives of the American Radio 
Telegraphists and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees will go before an examiner 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board sometime next week to thrash 
out the labor problems of station's 
technicians, and settle the question 
of workers’ union affiliation, ARTA 
is a CIO member while IATSE, now 
seeking control of the men who are 
already 100% signed with the former, 
wants to move in on the grounds 


| that it represents a larger group of | 
| Loew employees through its theatre | 
| F.C.C. affirmed right of wIcc to'connections. 


Clocking Air Laughs 


oe ee oe Checks Giggles Vs. Sur- 
vey; Results Called Accurate 


cuiter, has polled the figures against 
those issued by Cooperative Analysis 
of Broadcasting. In a month where 


the laugh count diminished the 
C.A.B. figure dropped commensur- 
ately. It worked the other way 


around, too. 

Highest number of laughs checked 
on one broadcast was 107. Low was 
hit at 35. Mean average is around 60. 

Hasty explained that the laughs 
were clocked on the checker’s own 
reaction and does not represent that 
of the audience. 


as laughs engendered by visual an- 
tics are not enjoyed by dialers. 


it will present | 
'sensational facts about personalities | 


Always leery of the precarious 
spot it’s in when loaded up with too 
much business from a single source, 
NEC, it is understood, would like to 
work out an occasional sharing ar- 
ranscment with CBS but it hesitates 
to mate an approach because of Co- 
lumbia’s promotional habits. NBC 
is afraid that if it does push some 
part of a multiple million-dollar ac- 
count CBS’ way the latter will take 
the incident as a cue for the release 
of an elaborate brochure heralding 
the claim that here's another adver- 


tiser that has seen the light. 

With NBC the jittery feeling 
about having too many eggs in one 
basket develops every time an ac- 
count concentrates its many pro- 
grams on that network. Though 
they are gratified by the prestige 


that such expansion suggests, NBC's 
sales heads are ever mindful of what 
a sock it would be to the company’s 
billings if the account were suddenly 
to decide to retrench by pulling off 
some, if not all, the programs. One 
blow of this sort that NBC hasn't 
forgotten was the one it got when 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet with a sin- 
gie sweep turned over all its busi- 
ness to Columbia, as the result of 
a comparatively minor peeve. 


P&G Domination 


NBC sales execs have made no 
secret of the fact that they won't 


| mind secing some of the Procter & 
Program is compiled in conjunction | Gambie business going to Columbia, 


is| This accounts’ 


1937 
$4,000,000 


billing during 
is expected to go over the 


| mark, although any set of circum- 


| switch the other 





a2 
|} as a 


| 
| 
| 


| 


|stances might suddenly throw the 
way. Contrary to 
impressions held by the trade, it 


is now okay with NBC when such 


combines as General Foods and 
General Motors divide their broad- 
casting business between itself and 
Columbia. It might not be so 
pleased if one of these accounts 
passed up NBC altogether, but as 


long as it’s allotted the major share 
everything would be regarded as 
perfectly balanced. 

There was a time that NBC's pro- 
motion department made a periodic 
habit of putting out statistics show- 
ing the number of accounts that 
have used this network exclusively, 
as compared to the Columbia lineup. 
Conditions have made that sales 
angle an obsolete one, with NBC 
now figuring that a wide variety of 
sponsors, with expiration dates of 
contracts extending over wide inter- 
vals, makes for the healthier state 
of affairs in the long run. 


LYTELL WILL STRETCH 
‘VALENTINE’ 16 WKS. 


Bert Lytell will do ‘Jimmy Valen- 
tine’ as a 16-week serial for Edge- 
worth Tobacco starting on, or about 
June 1. Series will be recorded in 
15-minute episodes for thrice weekly 
| airing. Contract carries usual op- 
tions. 

‘Valentine’ was a play by the late 
Paul Armstrong. Lytell who did it 
silent picture for Metro will 





| carry the radio version beyond the 


play’s conclusion. 


Agency is Blackett, Sample & 


east 


He pointed out, 
that the latter would be misleading | 


Stanley Takes Summer 
Spot as Cantor’s ‘Nephew’ 


Hollywood, May 25. 


Eddie Stanley holds down the 
comedy spot on the Texaco summer 
show in the absence of Eddie Cantor, 


who will devote most of his vacae 
tion to picture making. He draws 
the tag of Cantor’s nephew. 

Solosits on the show will be Igor 
Gorin, Ella Logan and _ possibly 
Pinky Tomlin. Jacques Renard’s 
ork sticks through the summer as 
do Jimmy Wallington and Helen 
Tr Vv. 

WIRD, Tuscaloosa, has new pro- 
| gram directress, Wilhelmina Quarles, 
‘and chief mikeman, Gerald Little. 
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Use Radio Advertising in Organizing 
Trade Association of Sheep Ranchers 


Associated Wool 


the idea of contributing funds fo 


the promotion of their product It 


is the first time that broadcasting } 
been used fo! 
Minute announcements the 
AWI has started to place on wester! 
stations through Lambert & Feas! 

seek to tell the ranchers why tne‘ 


should not only ally themselves wit! 


ihe campaign but consent to a pro- 


posed method of getting their fina! 
cial support, 


What the AWI would like to have 


the ranchers let it do is impose 
10c. fee on every bag of wool 
which they sell during the comin: 


shearing season. 


would do the deducting and rela) 


ihe money direct to the association. 


This arrangement would be simila 
to the checkoff system 
vails between certain industrial em- 
ployers and labor unions. 

AWI figures on using between 12 
and 15 stations in the sheep 
area, 


which pre- 


ranch 





Efrem Zimbalist and Jack Heller, 
fellow guestees for Ben Bernie, June 
1. Set by Frere Herman, 


Industries has 
daken to the air to sell sheep ranch- 
ers in the Rocky Mountain sector on 


a purpose of this sori. 


Buyer of the wool 


tn 
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Police Cards to Radio 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
Mayor has granted radio men 
here police cards similar to 
those used by news reporters 
+ for passing police and fire lines. 
Issuance will be carefully re- 
T Sabi F Service stricted to about 50 announcers 
om ims I and engineers who may need 
Sabin, 





cards on assignment. 


Thomas G. one-time New Identification pieces drawn by 











} , me Jimmy Allen, program director 
England sales manager for NBC and Jin on : os 
: of WIP. 
more recently radio supe of the 
Revublican Party during last au- 7 . e a 
tumn’s Presidential campaign. has| Emil Brisacher, ‘Frisco, 
rt ! an ether advertising and con- ‘ “ ‘ ey *. ‘ a 
rormed’ an ener advertising and con-! Sets 13 Station Campaign 
liltan service. 
c a Bow te 

Idea is to lend aid to agencies and San Francisco, May 29 
advertisers in plotting programs and Using 13 stations from coast to 
DdDuying time, coast. Gantner & Mattern Co. of San 


Franc Co 


first time 


is employing radio for the 
to conduct a two-week test 
behalf of Wickies 
trunks). Firm is spot- 
announcements just before or 
after boys’ programs, tying in the 
blurbs with current magazine and 
newspaper ads. 
torical tome. Stations signed through Emil Bri- 
& Staff. San Francisco, fo1 
on are KFRC, San Fran- 


‘Epic of America’ Cuffo to 
WPA Offered to Networks 


WPA radio project is proposilion- 
ing CBS and NBC fo: 
a series dramatized from James Tru- 
slow Adams’ ‘Epic of America,’ his- 


campaign on 
(‘swimming 


ting 


time to air 


Author gave the government his’ sache; 
piece for air use free, with the stipu-| the campai 
lations that he must o.k. scripts pre-'| ejsco: KNX, Hollywood; WFAA, Dal- 
pared by WPA writers and that) Jas; WWL, New Orleans; KSD, St. 
‘Epics’ would get no less than major! Louis; WJR, Detroit; WSB, Atlanta; 
network spreading. WGN. Chicago; WGAR, Cleveland: 

Piece has been air-conditioned and| WNAC, Boston: WCAE, Pittsburgh; 
is now being lamped by Adams for} WOR, New York, and WCAU, Phila- 


his o.k, delphia. 





—...- 


| 


| Soy Heads KHJ Programs 


| 
| 


2 


Canada Building Two 50,000-Watt 
Stations for J6-Hour Operation 





v 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
Jack Joy. for seven years produc- 


tion manager and musical director 


at KFWB, has been named program | 


director at KHJ. He moves into the 


pot vacated two months ago by the] 


Don Bernard, 

freelancing in production. 
Prior to his radio 

producer and 


resignation of now 


stage created 
tableaux and 
While at KFWB he 
with building the first 
around film names, 

Charles Bulotti, Jr., who has been 
pinch hitting in production, 
tinues as supervisor of studio activi- 
ties. 


was a 
many 
coast. 
radio shows 


con- 


WDAS Opens Up Negro 
Market for Itself 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
WDAS, Philadelphia, has devel- 
oped into the first local outlet mak- 


|ing a direct appeal to colored listen- 
jers. Station’s prez, A. W. Dannen- 


| 
| 


baum, cottoned to the policy of de- 
voting hours of special entertain- 
ment to this race after a 1930 U. S. 
Census report revealed to him that 


affiliation, Joy | 


prologs on the} 
is credited | 





Montreal, May 25. 

Government-controlled Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. will start the 
erection of two 50,000-watt stations. 
one in Montreal and the other in To- 
ronto, June 1, Additional high-po 
ered stations are anticipated in th, 
| Maritimes and in the Rockies, whic 
| if carried out, will give the Dominio; 
|} its first cross-country link of 50- 
kilowatters. 

Also proposed by the CBC is the 
construction of a high-powered shx 
| wave Station, which will provide fo, 
ithe transmitting of Canadian pro- 
| grams to Europe. Large increase of 
national program exchanges with the 
United Kingdom is planned. 

It is expected that the two new 
50,000-watt stations will be in oper- 
ation by Oct. 1, with each scheduled 
'to go 16 hours daily. Each station 
| will be equipped with a _ 600-foot 
| radiating tower. : 

} Bi-Lingual 

New stations will not in any wav 
displace CRCM, Montreal, and CRCT. 
| Toronto, with the latter continuing 
to operate under present policies. To 
| meet the complaints of French-Can- 
| adian listeners that they were being 
| slighted on French language pro- 
| grams it is planned to have a divi- 
| sion of French and English programs 
| between the two new outlets so that 
there will be programs in both lan- 
guages on the air simultaneously. 

One of the chief drawbacks to 











| 225,000 of Philly's 2,000,000 popula- | Canadian broadcasting, it was point- 
tion are colored. |}ed out, has been that 40% of the 
Although Dannenbaum soon found total revenue derived from set licens- 


that there was little chance of get-;| ing, has been consumed by leased 


aa ee 


| 
| 


ting any business from colored mer- 
chants themselves, he learned that 
there were a large number of white 
merchants who were anxious to 








Prizes from $56 to $7.25 Offered for 
Radio Material 


Mexico City, May 25. 

Eager to put Mexico on the map 
as a broadcaster, the National Revo- 
lutionary Party, the incumbent poli- 
ticians, is staging a contest to bring 
forth good scripts. Contest closes 
July 15. Foreign as well as native 
authors resident in Mexico may sub- 
mit and there are no restrictions on 
subject matter. Sole proviso is that 
material be in good taste and not 
offend manners, or religious beliefs. 

Scripts must be gauged to a min- 


| wire charges, the two Trans-Canada 
| railway systems and the telephone 
| monopoly being held responsible for 
| this situation. New agreements are 
} 
| 











a self-promotional air program gratis 
quite without any suggestion or idea 
for stunt from the publication. WOR 
asked mag if it would tie-in for a 
weekly (Tuesdays, noon) quarter- 
hour in which perplexities of par- 
ents raising children would be 
threshed out. All mag had to do was 
supply the expert opinion on queries 
submitted by public; in return got 
credit fore, aft and during the pro- 
grams. 

Five other broadcasters linked on 
the Mutual net heard of program 
and asked it be shipped ‘em, they 
also willing to cuffo the time. So 


now WAAB, Boston; KWK, St. 
imum of 15 minutes and a maximum | Louis; CKLW, Windsor - Detroit: 
4h of 45 minutes air time. Six cash} KHJ, Los Angeles, and KBIX. 








A Mountain Red 
Network Station 
programmed and 





« 

Sold 65% more Fords 
using KOA”... ."“We’ve had outstanding 
success with items advertised on KOA” 
... We plan to continue on KOA for 
many years to come.” These are the 
things advertisers say! KOA—covers a 


potential market of 275,500 families. In 


prizes, scaled from $56 to $7.25, are 
offered. 





Barry Bingham 7 


Louisville, May 25. 





Barry Bingham, youthfu: publish- 
ier of Courier-Journal 
and owner of radio station WHAS. 
| has been awarded gold 
outstanding public service by Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. Presentation 
was originally scheduled § during 
January, but floor crisis caused post- 
ponement until May 19. 

Bingham’'s father is Robert W. 
Bingham, VU. S. ambassador to Great 
Britain. 


Fredericka Millet Joins 


Fredericka Millet joins Fergason 
& Aston, 


& Times, | 


medal for | 


Fergason & Aston in N.Y. 





Muskogee, Okla., have joined in giv- 
| ing the publication a scot-free co 
; mercial blurbing. 


| WMBG STAYS AS IS 


Furgason & Aston Retains Richmond 
| Sales Representation 











WMBG, Richmond, remains on the 
Furgason & Aston list. Station was 
talking a shift of national sales rep- 
resentation to John Blair & Cec. 

After Bob Mitchell, WMBG’s com- 
| mercial mgr., got home from New 
| York last week it was decided to let 
the relationship with F & A sta) 


as is, 


Arnoux WRTD Boss, Too 


Norfolk, Va., May 25. 
Campbell Arnoux, general mgr of 
WTAR, takes. similar title fo 
WRTD, Richmond, with Ovelton 
Maxey, sales mgr of KBTM, Dan- 








station reps, next week.| ville, as resident manager of the 

represented by é ' She will act as executive assistant to | new station. David Bain, of WTAL 

NBC programs and power KOA 1S TOPS! Pete Wasser, of the New York office. | Tallahassee, Fla., forms technica! 
Miss Millet was Bob Berger’s as- | staff. 


sistant at National Democratic head- 
quarters during campaign. New 
move puts her on other side of the 
time-buying fence. 





Opening of station set for June 27. 
transmitter is to be on Belle Island 
James River. Pent house studios in 
Richmond city. 











get to the colored listener’s ear.|now being negotiated between the 
| Dannenbaum’s preliminary inquiry | government and the monopoly-hold- | 
{also disclosed that there is an in- | ers whereby this disproportionate ! 
| tense loyalty among the race and} operating cost will be reduced, par- { 
| that they will patronize advertisers | ticularly in view of the CBC’s inten- 
| who give them the programs they | tion to be on the air 16 hours daily. 
want. | With regard to censorship, the only ) 
Yy Station is now carrying four shows! positive ban will be anything sug- 
Ly Y Yyy Yy aimed at this trade, three of them | gestive of an attack on race or 
l yy Uy Yi ff Ye sponsored, Liberal Store, credit | religion, but it will be the policy of 
Yj iY Yy Uy Wi YY Yh % |\clothiers, has an hour's program | the CBC to encourage a fair repre- 
yyy Wij UY YY | Sunday afternoon and is directed at! sentation of controversial questions. 
Yj ly Gy Yj YW a higher cultural level, with colored | There will be a complete ban on ' 
Vy iy Vi choruses, soloists and civic speakers. | birth control propaganda, nor will 
Wy Wy Yj Other underwriter of colored shows politicians be permitted to make per- 
YY Wf on the stations is Moskin Credit! sonal attacks on opponents 
J Yj Z tare ; ‘ - , 4 
hg Uy Clothiers, a daily half hour of waxed | 
Wy, YY y Yy band musie and news about the race. | 
) iY “Vs Yy Station picks up Negro bands from PARENTS MAG INVITED 
i; YYyfyy Yy yf local niteries between 11 p.m. and 
i Vs Ye, midnight, using colored announcers. T0 ADVERTISE ON CUFF 
i YW YY MEXICO’S SCRIPT HUNT Parent's magazine has come into | 
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CHI WAX WORKS FIGHT BAC 
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| N.Y. Local on Transcriptions iT ANSCRIPTIONS ‘Atlantic Ref. Football Budget for 


















































Executive board of Local 802 meets this afternoon (Wednesday) to 1937 Fy ected {0 Exceed 300) O00 % 
draw up a resolution on the transcription issue for introduction at 4 oe © $ : 
ihe convention of the American Federation of Musicians at Louis- k 
ville next month, Indications are that the local will declare itself as t -£ 
| favoring the imposition of drastic regulations on the transcription in- Sas . 
dustr} affecting both commercial and su taining discs Dummy Too Fresh } Atlantic Refining which last year 
One faction on the Local 802 board is strongly disposed toward | Disc Houses Seek to Destroy : nelle le ciengr et nd this ou ay 
‘ " ; ‘1 ihnurdie ws own record this autumn 
the adoption on a national scale of the Chicago loc: rule which M ’ Despite the ivalanche o 7 ° 
restricts the broadcasting of Chicago-made commercial transcriptions Petrillo Propaganda Ad printed and palavered comment In ‘36 it - 1 pape co ppter tag ce: 
7 faround $260,000 o ime i s 
io those spots where the local union has decided whether to let the vantage of ‘i Increased on Edgar 3ergen’s ventrilo- to t ' ah f gf ia ~~ - ‘ 
a = te - - , ! ’ = ’ roaacas rikkTiLs 
disc go through as is or compel the station to engage a standby man ’ quistic act on the air, there are 1 es _ 
: has ; 5< Ste : ‘ : es * » tl 0 games bank : - 
for every musician used in the transcription. Another coterie on Employment Slogan at evidently many who still be- “ a - game: ns prac © ors 
P . . cordin oO presen ans Atl: : 
the board would prefer to raise the scale on transcription recording A. F. of M. Convention lieve ‘Charlie MacCarthy’ is ac- ceil . am poet ‘ P “ $300,000 
it s a a ) 7 ~ Bo 
: so high that it would be cheaper for the commercial to hire local tually a living 12-year-young ee » ’ 
] musicians | - — hoy 2 ; ; . figure coming autumn. 
. « PT 0) 
. @ne : . ; iy Last season, sponsor started con- 
Another resolution which the board is slated to pass on is that AVOIDANCE Hinterland stations carrying cacti rolls I late and here fie ld 
j concerning the adoption by the convention of a national scale for Bergen on the new Chase & “ lin ited t th Atlar tic seab 1 
as ) ) i > seabo: 
network broadcasts regardless of the program's originating source : = Sanborn Sunday night spread : aw <oegedh 
= . : one Miah dake tttieln al where the product is peddled, col- 
- oO J IN *( ( ( CK > ) " 1: 
Chicago. Mav 25 “ , leges lined up were Pitt, Penn, Tem- 
. complaints flowing in from be ; | & M hall. U \ 
Chicago recorders an a To ia 1 qd aioe ; 44S ple ranklin & Marsna }. of a.. 
DUCK SCHOOL PAGING EDGAR DUDLEY tl| thy’ was talking too fresh for so |! Duke. Georgia, Yale, Cornell, Wes 
’ A ’ rela, a ; ri . Sl- 
> Ss ave e a + on a polic ) ; as li , 00 s yr so . 7 
i KIDS 9 ae studios have embarked or policy of | thy’ was talking too fresh for s ern Maryland, Maryland, Dartmouth, 


young a boy to the femmes on 


, . V hat < ) ts ia ac iT) ‘O ) . ACUS ) . yee ‘ ‘ 
SO NBC FIXES THAT sD Sante, Basbare, Wats Sictions vha amoun te tacit boycott of rogram. ph cuse, Holy Cross, Delaware and 
to Report His Whereabouts the Chicago Federation of Musicians. | On (23) safayette 


Ss the recent rogram : 
aid ee This general boycott follows the an, Earlier Approach 
— = : an announcement distinctly This year advances are going to be 
Siceas mieieaiorn = ‘a aig f sicians »Si- \ ar acvance > BOING LO be 
Santa Barbara, May 25. COMPOS! OF MUMCIANE UNION Presi drove home fact. that Bergen : 
A oo adage ope: : made much earlier, and it is thought 


dent James C, Petrillo against re- 
To obviate further squawks from Don Hastings, manager of KDB, cordings does both voices. likely that a flock of southern insti- 
wants to hear from any stations con- ree 


the local Bureau of Permits because | tacteq by E Employment of members of Chi- | 
‘ y Edgar Dudley. Latter has|,. iS lataine ef ad x ~ enubbed sponsored : hs 
of irregular school attendance by|a book entitled ‘Racket-Ridden cago musicians union has been cur- | KMA, Shenandoah Sends nubbed sponsored and, in many in 


tailed by the recorders in every way stances sustaining, grid broadcasts, 





San Francisco, May 25, 











tutions, which have heretofore coldly 





4 , y ‘ / ifn’ « " ) ak ie- : . . _ i 7 
areata in pat arpa ae ie —— . make tie-ups possible. Not only are they trying to | 18-Person Unit on Tour. wil! be brought to heel. 
staff, rehearsal time of the S & W Dudley sell ik ‘~ k t ; strip the musicians from shows now Shenandoah, la., May 25. Pro outfits’ owners have put feel- 
2y sells his boo ) organiza- td , ’ rs fer agency 
Junior News on Wednesdays and biota . ws O organiza- | ourrent, but are even sidestepping | KMA’s Barn Dance, with the | ers out to the N, Ww. Ayet agency, 
Fridays is being changed this week ¥ > platterizing contracts which call for| troupe numbering 18 persons, has | Which spots Atlantic's biz, figuring 
from 3:00 to 3:45 ‘ PST ee the use of unionized music-makers.| been routed for a personal appear- | #¢count might be interested in their 
gir yc " th rs lai a ii (Dudley was once a vaude agent-| They have in several instances | ance tour under the direction of | Sunday contests. Sponsor, however, 
i ccoramég Ww € complaint mace | producer around Chicago. Was con-| turned down such contracts from has notified agency that it intends 


to NBC by the Bureau, boys and iS gee r j Howard Chamberlain, who was for- 
: ’ 2 nected with prohibition enforcement te F cer rare ot} eet "v © . . Te to bankroll only the college tilts, 
girls used on these programs, which | thereafter important advertise rather than merly with WLS’ (Chicago) Na- J vee b 


His present whereabouts | be forced into a position where they | tional Barn Dance. KMA contingent 








are produced by the Botsford, Con- ; ‘pore : hee 5 
stantine & Gardner agency, fre- shiargcite 1 hes gare . a | would have have to go to the Chi- | will play several spots under Amer- | Lauder Spurns Coin 
quently took the afternoon off when- } : cago Federation of Musicians to ob- | ican Legion sponsorship and broad- | 
i ever they were called for a broad- tain permission to make these rec- | cast direct from the stages of its va- oc: ‘ 
‘ cast. Rather than risk the disap-| ranged with BC & G to set rehear- | °F4S- rious stands, Hollywood, May 25. 
| proval of school authorities or be-|sals 45 minutes later, | Behind this boycott of musicians Where it can be arranged the Harry Lauder declined guest shot 
i come involved in red tape by seek- Salaries of the juves range up to is the decision of the local recording | Jeading citizens of the town will be | on Eddie Cantor program for Texaco, 
ing special permits for these young- | $75 a week for the two S & W and | offices to keep as much ammunition | jnvited to put on a 15 to 30-minute Scot won't work on Sundays for 
sters to cut classes, NBC execs ar-! other network dramatic shows. | (Continued on page 51) boosters’ program. religious reasons, 














More Philadelphians 
Listen To This Station 


Than To Any Other... 
Local or Otherwise 


4A 7 4AAx* 
There's a Reason 


| | PHILADELPHIA 7 


ROBERT A, STREET, Commercial Monoger 























50,000 WATTS 








*Thank You, Grape Nuis! 
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ONE ASCAP FACTION WANTS TO COMPEL 
NEBR. STATIONS TO LICENSE DIRECTLY 





rights from all such sources that 


| 


Would Force Broadcasters to Deal with Individual oy ticuar program could not ‘be 
Copyright Owners — Likely, However, ASCAP cleared over the Nebraska station 


Will Take Defense to Federal Courts 


Board of directors of the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
ind Publishers is considering a pro- 
posal to suspend licensing operations 
immediately in Nebraska and to in 
form the Nebraska broadcasters that 
they will have to deal directly with 
the individual copyright owners. 
Although the Society doesn’t take 
over $20,000 a year out of Nebraska, 
those favoring this bit of strategy 
hold that the drastic withdrawal of 
wholesale rights from music users in 


that state would serve to impress | 


ASCAP opposition throughout the 
country with the impracticability 
and costliness of their efforts. A 
statute barring ASCAP from func- 
tioning in Nebraska became effective 
two weeks ago. 

Under the procedure advocated on 
the ASCAP board, the society would 


first turn back the power of licensing | 
to each of its members as far as that |} 
power affects Nebraska, and then’ 


| might soon become complicated for | 


| without the latter violating the fed- 
eral cop right law. 

Despite the numerous arguments 
that have been advanced in favor 
of this strategy, predominant opin- 


notify NBC and CBS of the organi- 5. 

ration’s action. Next step would be | !0n on the ASCAP board is for fight- 

£4 it ‘ > ‘ s *v ] v ° m . " ‘ re 

to advise Nebraska broadcasters that ing the anti-ASCAP pieces of state 
neg i AP ty aes te ; , legislation » federal courts and 

they would have to deal with agents | * gislation in the ere * ed: 

r trustee a ippoint i by each tor having each local act vaca ed by 

} = a . “>t ‘ . a ‘ . 

nublishe with the agent of each decision of such tribunals 

| ne Iu i apt 

publisher instructed to install a sys- —— 


tem for checking on violations of the ‘ >.3 +s 
copyright law. Each _ broadcaster Hollywood Radio Sc ript 
would be free to bargain with the | Writers Due in New York 


individual publisher's agent. If the Page N 
publishers are so inclined there is Pete Peterson and Jack Van Nos- 


nothing in the Nebraska law to pre- | trum, who did a goodly part of the 
vent them from appointing the same writing on the Packard show, are 
agent and trustee and thereby mak- 


. . : due in New York from Hollywood 
ing him a central licensing source. 


A Nuisance 
With the networks holding licenses 
for all these publishers’ works things 


with Walter O’Keefe for the Bristol- 
Myers show on NBC 
nights. 

the Nebraska broadcasters. A net- O'Keefe had figured on meeting 
work commercial might contain the|them on the westcoast, but the 
copyrights of six publishing mem-| change in originating point for a 
bers of ASCAP and unless the Ne-| guest appearance had forced a re- 
braska affiliate has obtained the like | vision of his traveling plans. 
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OVER THE COUNTER 





= manufacturers can count on 
that many retail outlets in WTAM's 
airea—the entire Cleveland Chamber 
of Commerce retail trading area 
which includes 42 major markets in 
Northern Ohio and Western Penn- 
sylvania. This intensive coverage ex- 
plains why distributors of goods of 
all kinds insist on WTAM when broad- 


cast advertising is being scheduled. 


A Basic Red Network Station 
programmed and represented by NBC 








ot Bo he Se 


next week to discuss an alignment} 


Wednesday | 


Inside StullRadbo 


With some 500 in attendance, the RCA-Victor dealers’ two-day conven 
tion held at the Drake last week did some heavy cheering at the talk hes 
received from David Sarnoff, and an announcement that advertising es 
| gets were to be increased for the coming season. 
| Appropriation for dise records, recording attachments, and combo 
phonograph-radios will be upped about 25%, business in that line showing 
life; and, for the first time in three years, RCA is going on a national 
newspaper ad campaign on its own. During past seasons has done only 
co-operative advertising with dealers. r 

New campaign will use some 200 newspapers, plus fortnightly 
in Saturday Evening Post, and every third week in Collier's. 

Line-up of speakers beside David Sarnoff heard by the convention were 
mostly executives from Camden office, and included H. C. Bonifig, general 
sales manager; D. C. Richardson, record sales; Thomas F. Joyce, advertis. 
ing manager; Vance Woodcox, sales manager; John Vassos, construction 
designer; L. H. Sullivan, radio sales manager; E. Wallerstein, in charge of 
record sales, and E. C. Cahill, manager service division. 








spreads 


Harry R. Luce, of Time and Life mags, and William S. Paley of CBS 
were directed Friday (21) to appear in N. Y. Supreme Court for exam. 
ination before trial of the $100,000 libel suit brought by Dr. Harold 
Hays over a ‘March of Time’ broadcast of Feb. 4. ; 

Dr. Hays avers that he had consented to the defendants using his views 
on ambulance chasing and split-fee physicians, but with the understanding 
that his name was not to be mentioned during the broadcast. Instead, es 
claims, his name was mentioned three times and an actor impersonated 
him in translating his comments. He claims that as a result he has been 
| held up to ridicule and his rep has been damaged. 





Orrin Dunlop, Jr., marked 15 years of his radio department in the New 
York Times by itemizing salient events since 1922 in radio history. Of 
some 60 dates cited, one-third concerned television. This reemphasized 
Dunlop’s preoccupation with television, a subject to which the Times has 
| devoted enormous quantities of printer’s ink, although most dopesters see 
television as remote and uncertain in scope when it does arrive. 

Dunlop is tops in prestige among the radio editors and takes his pro- 
fession, naturally a new one, very seriously. His partiality to television 
and the British Broadcasting System, however, has puzzled many. 





Mutual network deems its most successful program to date the Sunday 
afternooner for Varaday of Vienna, featuring Ted Weems’ orch. Program 
has been going for two years now and the sales promotion dept. of MBS 
has been beseeching sponsor for some dope on his sales, etc., that may 
be included in a brochure on ‘success story’ slant to be thrown around 
in the trade circles. MBS’ sales promotion lads have hit a snag in that 
Varaday absolutely refuses to give any info at all. 

Varaday has lately added wax series of 15-min. programs for spotting 
on small indie stations. 


‘Lone Ranger’ script serial, fed out of Detroit's WXYZ as a commercial 
to the Don Lee net of ten stations linked with the Mutual web, is avail- 
able to other Mutual affiliates west of the ’Sippi as a sustainer with com- 
mercial copy cut. 

Most of the small-town stations are carrying the program sans bank- 
rolling. ‘Ranger,’ sponsored by Gordon Bakeries, after getting eastern 
ride earlier in evening, is shot west at 11:30 p. m. EDST, for its half-hour 
consumption. 


Announcements in four languages are being used by CBS on its short- 
wave station W2XE. Recorded, the spiels are in English, French, German 
and Spanish. 

Not permited by the FCC to carry sponsored programs, W2XE in the 
evenings short-waves abroad and to South America the regular commer- 
cials picked off CBS’ cog WABC, N. Y. Those bankrolling the periods get 
W2XE ride free, however. Short-waver uses the commercials because of 
good program material. 


President Roosevelt is apprised in advance of the various subjects that 
his wife has scheduled for airing on the series that she is doing on NBC 
for Pond’s Cold Cream. The arrangement does not in any sense assume the 
complexion of censorship, nor is it a precaution against Mrs. Roosevelt's 
speaking out of turn. President just wants to make certain that the topics 
are kept in the right sphere and that what is broadcast deesn’t leave itself 
open to twisting and spoofing by the administration’s foes. 








Ed Jerome recently told an interesting story about losing his voice at 
the age of 18 while singing ‘Carmen’ before a crowded opera house in 
Paris, about turning to pantomiming and clowning in Europe, and about 
the sudden regaining of his speaking voice, for a career as a radio actor, 
on ‘We, the People,’ broadcast over the NBC blue Sunday afternoon. His 
friend, Philips Lord, conductor of program, introduced Jerome without 
mentioning the name. 





NBC’s Chicago end is relaxing considerably in its ruling restricting the 
number of vocals on sustaining crchestra remote pickups to four numbers 
every 30 minutes. Some of the bands are getting away with more than 
four vocals, demonstrating to the network’s satisfaction that they can’t 
present a good show under the restriction. Bob Crosby orchestra in addi- 


_ to the Henry Busse band have been able to get more vocals on their 
shows. 





WPA radio project has permission from Hallie Flanagan, chief of Fed- 
eral Theatre Project, to buy four scripts a week at $25 each from sources 
outside project’s rolls. In past there were several instances when the 12 
scripters assigned to unit did not get up enough copy for the seven-a-week 
shows project has spotted on indie stations in N. Y., and it proved neces- 
sary to appeal to the outside for material to carry out commitments. 





L. B. Wilson, president of WCKY, celebrated his birthday anniversary 
Thursday (20). Staff presented him with 46 American beauty roses and 
card reading: ‘To the best boss in the world.’ 

At same time L. B. received word that the new RCA transmitter for his 
station will be shipped June 9 and set up for operation by July 1. It will 
care for WCKY power boost from 5,000 to 10,000 watts. 


Mary Livingston, Fibber McGee and Molly reported in at Paramount 
last week for ‘This Way, Please.’ Also featured are Buddy Rogers, Shirley 
Ross and Ned Sparks. 

Fibber McGee and Molly will play themselves while Miss Livingston 
(Mrs. Jack Benny) will be an usherette. 





Reported that there is considerable agitation among announcers at 
WCFL, Chicago American Federation of Labor station, because they're 
not on a five-day week as other stations’ men are. Present schedule is 
for six days of six hours, while others work men 40 hours in five days. 


Lucio Villegas, waxing ‘Echoes of Hollywood,’ has struck a deal with 
picture studios whereby he is given use of sound tracks in exchange for 
picture plugs. Platters are distributed through South America. Villega* 
uses a chatter routine with interludes of production music on the spinners. 








When the North Carolina board of conservation and development met 
at Raleigh the other day to hear 24 advertising agencies present their bids 
(Continued on page 38) 
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= Directory ... 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY will afford 


direct entry to all radio executives because of 


its invaluable information. 


An excellent media for advertising is one that, 
of necessity, is consistently referred to by 


those in charge of radio for sponsors, agencies, 


and press. Such is VARIETY RADIO 
DIRECTORY. 


Offering every radio station the opportunity 
of placing its message in a special section 


dealing with its own state. 


Price per Full Page: $125. Half Page: $65. 
Quarter Page: $35. 


To be issued in July. Forms close in three 


weeks. We urge immediate inquiry. 


Price per copy: $95 


... 1937 
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Investigation-Minded Congressmen 
Keep Agitation Simmering; Focus 


Cancellation of 
franchise 
and frequency-trespassing looms as 
aftermath of 
toward the 
Commission. and the broadcasting in- 


ties of experimenters in response to 


prodding 


clamoring for inquisition of both the 
and the 

With the Commish stalling on new 
allocation 


PAS. 


minded 


should 
year. 


to obtain 


Foreshadowing revitalized drive WREC, W49Z, WEAN, KFHM, 
authority for special radio| WMT, WORK, WDAE, WwMc, 
leaders of anti-broadcast bloc| KGKO, WORD, WGBI, KXYZ, 


quiz, 


in the House of Representatives are 


studying 
status of 


Andrew D. Ring, assistant chief en- 
and forwarded to Congress 


gineer, 


Congressmen 
the question why 
remain 
Broadcast 
jittery in the face of smoke signals 
from Capitol Hill. 


Attention on Temporary Grants’ 





Washington, May 25. 

experimental 
s permitting extra wattage 
nery 


Congressional enmity 


Federal Communications 


that the 


by lawmakers who are 


biz. 
nag der 





policies, investigation- 
have raised 
‘temporary grants’ 
in effect year after 


divisionites are 


allow or 


a special report on the 
experimenters compiled by 





to attract new 
probe 


mitteeroom. 
Lawmakers 
te 


are using more juice 
are occupying 
in violation of re 
Dead Grants 

Review prepared by Ring showed 
that special grants for the following 
stations now are dead: 


interest 


resolution, 


slumbering in the House Rules com- 


complain 
not only is 


dustry. the issue but is trying to mislead 
<7 Although the lid has been kept | Congress. Ring report failed 

on, resumption of warfare between | cover present holders of experi- 
legislators and reguilatcrs , has mental permits, listing only stations 
centered around special privileges | \ i oco special privileges have ex- 
for fair-haired license-holders. Com- pired. This was not in accord with 
mish currently is surveying activi- expectations at the Capitol. In- 


quirers looked for a statement that 
during intervening months the Com- 

mish has snatched back papers un- 
which fair-haired broadcasters 
than the rules 
frequencies 


gulations, 


WCAD, KSTP, KTSA, WSAN, KGY, 
KGA, KUJ, KGBX, WPRO, WIBA, 
WLUF, KTAT, WJAR, WFLA 
KTUL, KPRC, KSD, KTRH, WFEA, 
KTFI, WDBO, WKBC, 


in the Con- 


currently 


-WSUN, 


and KXA, 











“news” 


ENTERTAINMENT IN 


THE NEWS 


News is indispensable to radio. 


out of the news. 


But radio now demands more than merely 
Radio newscasting 
must also entertain and do a selling job. 


VanCronkhite Associates, Inc., announce two 
outstanding news features which are newsy— 
which entertain—which will do a selling job: 


1. “THE NEWS OF THE WEEK’’ 


A once-a-week, 15-minute newscast, graphically 
recounting the dramatic highlights of the week’s 


news. 


It is an ideal local program for Sunday morning 


or Saturday night. 


It is expertly written for radio by one of 
America’s best known news commentators. 


It requires only one announcer for production. 


It is a tested program, yet it is amazingly inex- 


pensive. 


It is instantly sponsorabie! 


“HEROES OF THE WEEK’’ 


A once-a-week, 15-minute broadcast, summariz- 
ing the past week’s thrilling and authentic deeds 


of heroism the world over. 


Everyone thrills to hear the 
kind’s heroism. 


“inside” 


of man- 


It requires only one announcer for production. 


It is amazingly inexpensive. 


It will do a whale of a selling 


advertiser. 


Write or Wire 


INC. 


iob for an 


VanCronkhite Associates 


360 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 


State 6088-60410 


“Radio’s Only News Counsellors” 





, by Commissioner Eugene O. Sykes. 
Info will be used on the House floor | 





Prof. Studies Air News 





Chicago, May 25. 

Using WIND as a laboratory, 
Prof. Charles Laurel Allen, of 
Illinois University, is experi- 
menting with news broadcasts, 
prior to teaching a course next 
fall. 

Put in charge of the Ralph 
Atlass station news flashes one 
day a week, and is outlining 
course along with Al Hollander, 
WIND news editor, 











Wednesday, May 26, kl 

















Gov. of Minnesota Urges 


| involving 


munications Commission last week 
| jn response to appeals from Gov-j; 
|ernor Elmer Benson. 


WREN PURCHASE 


privately 
ducking 





| 











| competitor,’ 


BY K.C. STAR 
RAPPED 


Washington, May 25. 
Expansion of the Kansas City 





Star’s radio holdings was jeopardized | 


last week when Examiner George H. 
Hill, in response to rampant anti- 
monopoly sentiment, urged the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission to 
nix rag’s plan to buy WREN. 

On the ground the _ transaction 
would give a single group the toe- 
hold on both printed and aired ad- 
vertising, 
be cold-shouldered, Added objection 
was the $295,000 purchase price, 
which the examiner believed was 
excessive, since the value of the 


| tween 


Hill said the deal should | 


_ WTCN Get Green Light 
On Wavelength Exchange 


Washington, May 25. 
Reopening-.of the Minnesota cases, 
frequency changes for 
WLB, Minneapolis and WCAL, 
Northfield, to make possible full-time 
operation by WTCN, Minneapolis, 
was ordered by the Federal Com- 


While the hearing formally con- 
cluded nearly three weeks ago, the 
Broadcast Division directed the rec- 
ord to be held open until June 21 
in order that the state exec can tes- 
tify: Benson is expected to urge the 
Commish’ to” approve applications, 
which involve shifting the two col- 
lege-owned transmitters, WLB a-d 
WCAL, to the 760 channel used by 
WJZ, and giving WTCN hours on 
1250 which the pedagogs now em- 
ploy. 

Governor Benson's entry into the 
picture makes the case one of the 
most political cases ever considered. 
Previously the two Senators, Ernest 
Lundeen and Henrik  Shipstead, 
Farmer-Laborites, had backed up the 
proposed shifts, despite feuds be- 
the newspapers which own 
WTCN and the party to which the 
state exec and the two solons be- 
long. Shipstead sent a letter saying 
it would be in the interest of the 
people of the state for WTCN to get 
full time and Lundeen agreed that 
listeners would benefit from shunt- 


| ing the two college plants to WJZ’s 


physical property is substantially un- | 


der $100,000. 
Report bore a close resemblance 
to the dissenting opinion of Commis- 


case where objection was 
to concentrating control of | 


faction. While Hill did not refer to 
this document, his 
stressed points almost identical with 


| the reasons Stewart cited in balking 


at the Texas sheet’s request for per- 
mission to set up a 100-watter in a 


and advertising volume is slim. 
Indicating the hard-boiled attitude 
which lately has characterized the 
Commish, Hill said in his findings 
that ‘the result of granting the re- 
quested authority would be a step 
in the direction of monopoly—would 
place in the hands of the largest 
newspaper in Kansas City two of the 
Inrgest stations now serving this 
area and would remove from the 
Kansas City area a _ formidable 
Star owns WDAF. 
Cash 5 aepecks of the deal also did 


|sioner Irvin Stewart in the El Paso! wij) 
| Times 
| made 
| radio and press in the hands of one! 


| 


conclusions 





daytime ribbon. 





Hoever’s WBAL Talk 
Baltimore, May 25. 
Hoover, head G-man, 
be guest speaker, tomorrow, 
(Wed) on the Crime Clinic, weekly 


J. Edgar 


| program fed to Mutual network by 
WBAL. 
Program directed by Samuel G. 


Kling, local crime authority, was re- 
cently awarded a certificate of merit 
by the National Research Bureau 
and has attracted nationwide com- 


‘ | ment, 
town where the press is on the ropes | 





not please the examiner. In review- 
ing details of the contract, Hill re- 
ported that 77% of the proposed 
purchase price would cover ‘good 
will’ and only 23% would go for 
the present worth of the property. 
Since the station has been in the red 
most of its life, Hill was unable 
to see how a tag of $295,000 is justi- 
fied. If the plea is allowed, time 
charges must be boosted to bring 
a fair return on the investment, the 
examiner said, and this might hurt 
the public interest. 


CBS-WOAI Deal 


Thrown for New 


Loss by Commish 





Washington, May 25. 
Revival of the Columbia-WOAI 


deal was barred for 
when the Federal Communications 
Commission last week refused io 
allow the web to withdraw without 
prejudice the stymied application 
for consent to acquire the San An- 
tonio transmitter for $825,000. 


While all parties insist the deal is 
dead, the Commish turned down a 
proposal which would enable CBS 
and Hugh Halff to come back at the 
end of the year and make another 
attempt to shift control of the plant. 
As things stand, no transacion ean 
be engineered until next summer at 
the earliest. 


Stopper was in the form of a de- 
cision to allow retraction of the 
papers bearing a with-prejudice tag, 
Under the rules, no denied applica- 
tion or plea taken back under such 
circumstances can be resubmitted 
until 12 months expire. A normal 
withdrawal, without any prejudicial 
stamp, can be filed again within six 
months. 


at least a year 


Although web people expected the 
Commish would be lenient, the 
Broadcast Division agreed unani- 
mously to apply the paddle in view 
of the headaches which were at- 
tributed to the complicated WOAI 
maneuvers. 





Marcus Bartlett, musical director 
of WSB, Atlanta, who finds time for 
educational pursuits at Emory U,, 
has been elected president of Alpha 
Epsilon Upsilon, junior colleze 
honorary scholastic fraternity. 
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GRIFFIN “ALL-WITE” 


TI€ TOC 


WJZ AND NBC-BLUE NETWORK 
Monday 7-7:30 P.M., E.D.S.T. 


Thanks to 
Griffin Manufacturing Co. 
and 


Castleman & Pierce 


Birmingham, 
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AIR LAWYERS ON THE SPO 





on potential broadcasters. 


communications act. 
In recent weeks, 


contracts, 
pleas. 


grab off stations by the handful. 





Rule Book Prominent at F.C.C. 


Federal Communications Commissioners are pulling the rule book 
Apparently because congressmen are pay- 
ing so much attention to commish activities, applicants must provide 
conclusive proof they have not violated anti-monopoly clauses of the 


F. C. C. examiners have laid considerable stress 
on the previous interests in broadcasting of candidates for franchises. 
Several reports have pointed out that the applicant never has been 
accused or convicted of infringing on anti-trust laws, 
ventilators have given lengthy resume of the other broadcast connec- 
tions of seekers for new-station papers. 

Reason is that the law specifies that ‘all laws of the United States 
relating to unlawful restraints and monopolies and to combinations, 
or agreements in restraint of trade’ apply to broadcast 
Congressmen have been claiming that F. C. C. has encouraged 
monopoly by permitting chains to expand and ambitious indies to 


Washington, May 25 


In other cases, 








EF (. (. BAR ASS N Examiners Bramhall, Hill 


CONDEMNS 
PULL’ 


Washington, May 25. 


} 
} 
| 


Radio lawyers who profess to have} 


inside tracks in and around the Fed- 
eral Communications 
were condemned yesterday (Mon- 
day), when the executive committee 
of the Communications’ Bar Associ- 


Commission | 


ation adopted an amendment to the | 


canons of ethics outlawing client- 
solicitation with vain claims of po- 
litical and personal influence. 
Amendment _ specifically 
legal-lights who are reported to have 


chided | 


told applicants they can promise re- | 
sults via their prior employment by | 
the FCC, or through personal con-| 


tacts, 


Notable for Going Into 





Washington, May 25. 
Economics of broadcasting are 
getting growing attention from the 








SHOW GAUSE' 
SGAL-OMITH OL 





Accused of Setting Up Trou- 
ble-Making Dummy Cor- 
poration and Offside Sub- 
stitution of Documents 


31 DAYS TO FILE 


Washington, 
Disbarment of radio 
loomed this week as Federal 


May 25. 


Com- 


| munications Commission probe into 


i mendation of 


Federal Communications Commis- | 
sion. Particularly true of exam- 
iners, who in recent weeks have 


gone into considerable detail on oc- 
casions discussing the dollars-and- 
cents effect of station sale, 
jumps, new transmitters, and similar 
changes in the business end. 
Notable leaders in the movement 
to touch economic factors are Exam- 
iners John P. Bramhall and George 
H. Hill. In the intricate WMEX 
case, former concluded on basis of 
data about rates and volume of busi- 


juice | 


| squabbles 


| duct. 


ness that huge wattage rise would | 


not injure competitors while Hill in 
the WREN-Kansas City Star sale re- 
port averred that transfer was un- 
desirable 


| probable economic consequences. 


in view of some of the | 


| Accusation of 


Economics of Radio’ 


irregularities in 
cast applications 


handling of broad- 
neared a climax. 
unethical practices 
was directed at Paul M. Segal and 
George S. Smith, prominent radio 
law firm. 
Acting unanimously upon recom- 
special investigating 
committee headed by Commissioner 
George Henry Payne, the F.C.C. 
gave Segal-Smith team 31 
show cause why they should not be 
suspended or barred from further 
appearance in radio matters as pun- 
ishment for causing a dummy cor- 
poration to complicate broadcast 
and for tampering with 
papers in official dockets. 
Declining to reveal his 
meet the charges, Segal promptly is- 
sued a statement forecasting his vin- 
dication and defending his past con- 
Rejoinder contained an indi- 
rect dig at the Commish, with attor- 
ney saying he waited three weeks 
for notice of a time to appear be- 
fore the probers. 
‘Both Smith and I 


(Continued on page 





ORIGINALITY 





WLW- 


WLW is originating more 


attorneys | 


days to| 


plans to 


| 
| 





|a syndicate of 








Fee ’. Suspicious of Segal-Smith 
Unopposed Petition to Sell KFAR 


Washington, 


May 25. 


Sale of KFXR, Oklahoma City, to} 


business 
following 
the 


local 
hangs in the balance 
precedent-setting action by 


men | 


Fed- | 


eral Communications Commission on | 


re- | 


unopposed petition for license 
newal and permit to transfer the | 
franchise. 


Ventilation of the past activities of 
the station and further study of the 
transaction has been decreed by the 
Broadcast Division in a unique pro- 
ceeding where the Commish law de- 
partment suggested close attention 
should be paid to the applications, 
which Examiner Robert L. Irwin re- 
cently recommended should _ be 
granted. Case comes up for oral 
argument before the division June 
10. 

Although the examiner urged ap- 
proval of the petitions, the Broadcast 
Division trio ordered lawyers in the 
case to stand quizzing whether pro- 
visions of the Communications Act 
against franchise-trafficking have 
been violated. Irwin reported that 
record of operat! presents ‘close 
question’ whether the statute has 
been obeyed. Attorney for Exchange 
Avenue Baptist Church, nominal 
licensee, is Elmer W. Pratt, former 
Commish examiner, while counsel 
for prospective buyers are Paul M. 
Segal and George S. Smith. 

Exceptional 

No formal recommendation 
presented, but the Broadcast 
sion set the matter down for 
ment early this month after 
mish lawyers suggested further 


Ons 


was 
Divi- 
argu- 


study might be desirable in view of | 


| holding Baptist 
| Court Broadcasting Co., the potential 


another incident when a station sale 
had been held up because F. C. C, 
legalites were dissatisfied and [> 
marked that neither the license Tre- 
newal nor the sale had been opposed 
by any rival broadcaster. 

Case attracted attention. originally 
when the two applicants, license- 
group and Plaza 


buyers, waived the right to file ex- 
ceptions and petition for argument. 
Simultaneously, the Commish was 
urged to hurry ratification of the 


| deal. 


‘WE EXPECT YOU TO PAY, 
SQ PLEASE—NO PASSES’ 


Des Moines, May 25. 
Disposing of the amusement pass 
problem that confronts sponsor-sta- 
tion relations, Craig Lawrence, come 
mercial manager for the Iowa Broade 
casting System here, issued a letter 
to all of the regular amusement en- 
terprises in the city asking them not 

to offer passes to station employes. 
Lawrence pointed out that the sta- 
tions expected the amusement enter- 
prises to spend money with them and 
that the station employes should ex- 
pect to spend money for their 





| amusements, 


Com- | 
| in 


Edward Jay Clifford, 
Lennen & Mitchell p. a., has gone 
business for himself, describing 
himself as a radio relations. expert 





formerly 


casiens 
| the possible law infractions and the |and offering a complete program- 
are confident! high price put on the transmitter.| ming service, including casting, 
49) ‘Veteran attorneys could not recall production and publicity. 
= 4 





* 


programs per week than ever 
before in its history. 


Program originality is a strong 


factor in keeping 


“THE NATION'S STATION” 
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= Agencies—Sponsors 








| Schwimmer & Scott agency, Chi- | 
| cago, appointed to handle the new} 


| Sof-Wash account for an_ ether 
0 a spread. Starting a double test in the 
Des Moines market on June, run-}| 


ning five 15-minute periods across 
the board on KSO and three 15-min- 








] h t ute shots weekly on KRNT. 

man S ear Chicago Steamship Co. using spot 
announcement campaigning on mid- | 
szrest station 

a - 

H | rou Riverview Park plugging with 
pot announcem on WIND and 
WJJD, Ch igo 


Malcom-Howard agency. Chicago 


Brent’s Cleaning Co. has renewed 
| Darrell V. Martin, radio editor 
--all e |of the Post-Gazette, for 13 more 
| weeks on WWSW, Pittsburgh. Pro- 
| gram stays as is, combo of questions 
| and answers about air personalities, 


| gossip, news and guest stars, hitting 
Ww? An I the waves three times weekly, Mon- 

| day Wednesday and Friday, fo! 

| quarter-hour sessions at 6:30 p.m. 


| Account placed direct. 


——— | 
Blatt’s Auto & Radio Stores have} 
signed Jimmy Murray, p.a. for| 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, and Walt Framer | 
% for once-weekly Man in the Street 
program over Hearst station for 13} 
m weeks. It goes out for a quarter- | 
hour every Saturday afternoon at 
5:30. Account was placed direct. 
t hi 
through Davies Farm, upstate New York 
vacash camp, using five-min. periods 
on WHN, New York, on heels of 
| baseball game _ broadcasts. 
WFBR-- = 
American Oil spotting series of 64 
one-min. e.t.’s on stations from 
Maine to Florida, through Joe Katz. 
Blurbs are blurted at rate of four-a- 
week, and will extend into Sept. for 


what is account's only summer cam- 
paign. 





Alka Seltzer has taken 15 minutes 
on WFAB, N. Y.; WELI, New Haven; 
and WNBC, New Britain, six days 
per week, Monday through Satur- 
day. Biz was placed through Nor- 
man B. Furman agency. 

















THESE ADVERTISERS 
HAVE FOUND THE WAY! 


Bond Bread 
Hauswald’s Bread 
Koester’s Bread 


‘Lem’n Blend,’ beverage, placing 
series of one-min. World transcrip- 
tions on stations through the East. | 
Agency, Walker & Downing, of | 
Pittsburgh. 


ee 
Chase & Sanborn Coffee* 
Maxwell House Coffee* 





Bayer Aspirin extending its sum- 
mer campaign by spreading out onto 


is 





@ 15 Canadian stations. Account using 
x e.t. ‘Backstage Wife’ serial thrice 
Contented Milk weekly on the stations due for selec- 
Ovaltine* tion. Blackett-Sample-Hummert the 
° agency. 


Grape Nuts* stogpe Hats has renewed for an- 

* other year over WHN, N. Y. week- 

Quaker Oats ly (Sunday) half-hour sports-spiel 
Ralston Purina* by Sam Taub. 


N. W. Ayer agency does not have 
the Veldown account as wrongly re- 
ported. Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
spots the ad spreads for the feminine 
hygiene product. 











e@ 
Phillips Soups 
6 


Goetze Meats 
Esskay Meats 


Acme White Lead (paints) signs 
for 13 transcriptions, plus 30 spot 


® . announcements, over WWJ, Detroit. 
Kraft Cheese Set through Henry, Hurst & Mc- 
Donald, Chicago. 





Se 
Standard Brands Foods* | petroit white Lead (Rogers 


7 paints) sponsoring 36 programs over 


a WWJ, Detroit. Simons-Michelson Co., 
High’s Ice Cream Detroit, handled. 
Jello* 


Royal Gelatin* 
e 
Filbert’s Oleomargarine 


Spry dates. 
Crisco* a a 

Joseph Magnin Co., Inc., (depart- 
+ ment store), through Sidney Gar- 
Pillsbury Flour* finkel agency, San Francisco, has 
%* Network Program Sunday programs with Don Allen 
e over KPO starting June 6. Follow- 
@ | ing week quarter-hour shows move 

In Balliimore,da from 3:00 to 9:30 p.m., PST. 
| Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co., (all-crop 
harvester), through Bert S. Gittins, 
Milwaukee, spotting transcribed dra- 
matizations, ‘Pioneer Stories,’ on 


KGO, San Francisco, twice weekly 
May 18 to June 29. 





General Baking is arranging to 
expand the territory covered by its 
‘Terry and Ted’ series. More 
transcribed programs are now in 











William Esty & Co. is lining up 
available time for a summer spot 
campaign on an account that it ex- 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


the works and B.B.D. & O. is lining 
up the new stations for fall starting 


renewed its ‘Hollywood Reporter’ 


pects to acquire soon. It intends to 
use two markets for tests on the 
basis of six announcements a day, 
six days a week, over a period of 
13 weeks. 
stations about available spots in the 
way of time signals for a summer 
flier on Hinds Honey & Almond 


Cream. 

Bulova Co., through Biow, New 
York. has renewed for 52 weeks 
| starting June 30 its time signals, five 
daily after 6 p.m. PST, over KGO, 
San Francisco 

Interstate Co., owner of Feather 
River Inn. vacash resort, through | 


Drury Company, San Francisco, has | 


ned for six quarter-hour programs 


with Tod Powell, sports 


commenta- 


itor, on KGO 


Coca Cola, through D'Arcy. St.} 


Louis, signed 26-week contract for | 


five daily 


transcribed ‘Singing Sam’ programs. | 


Starts May 24. 


Fontana-Hollywooed Co., (Calo dog, 


cat food), through Emil. Brisacher, 
on KSFO, San Francisco, with two 
weekly five-minute ‘Calo News- 


| hound’ transcriptions 





Sperry Flour Co. (division of Gen- | 


eral Mills): ‘Woman’s Magazine of 
the Air,’ four quarter-hour partici- 
pations June 21, 24, 30, July 2, 2:15 
to 2:30 p.m. PST. Basic Pacific Red 
and KFBK, KMJ, KWG, KERN 


KSO, Des Moines, has a new pro- 
gram for Sof Products Co. of Chi- 
cago with six quarter hours per 
week (Musical Time Savers) and 


three quarter hours per week par-| 


ticipating on Hawkeye Dinner Time. 
Handled by Schwimmer & Scott, 
Chicago. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan has placed for 
Dodge Brothers a series of quarter- 
hour transcriptions, with Frank 
Morgan, emcee, Freddie Rich’s or- 
chestra, and guest stars, including 
Frances Langford, Dorothy Lamour, 
Judy Garland and Ella Logan. 

S.S.S. Company of Atlanta, Ga., 
sponsoring the Music for the Family 
exclusively on WLW, Cincy. Time 


day, 9 to 9:15 p. m. and tag for stanza 


series by Transamerican. 
the Southern State Advertising Co., 


| Atlanta. 





H. Fendrich, Inc., Evansville, Ind., 
blurbing LaFendrich cigars with the 
Smoke Dreams series, 2:30 to 3 p.m. 
Sundays, terminated 30-week run on 


Agency is also quizzing | 


broadeasts a week of| 


changed from Wednesday to Tues- | 


changed to Tonic Time for new e.t. | 
Agency is | 
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cott and a hill-billy femme trio. of 
Crosley staff, to start series on WLW 
June 24. Programs will be trans. 
cribed in New York for later runs 
on KDKA, Pittsburgh; WOR, Newark: 
WLS, Chicago, and possibility of ex. 
tension to several additional sta. 
tions. Account handled by H. w., 
Kastor & Sons, Chicago. 


Slight Error 


Buffalo, May 25. 

Local baseball announcer was 
complimented by Travis Jack- 
son, manager of the Jersey 
Giants. 

‘I heard your broadeast of 
the game today and it was fine,’ 
said Jax. ‘But you made a 
slight error. When you said 
you could see me peering out 
of the dugout you were mis- 
taken. I was laid up and didn't 
leave the hotel all day.’ 


| Treene Wicker, will cut Friday 30- 
|min. ‘Musical Plays’ for. Kellogg to 
15 mins. starting June 25. Balloons 
|again to half-hour duration in late 
Sept. Program rides the NBC-blue. 











Brander (Sun Tan Lotion) sta 
this week on WMCA, N. yY 
starts exclusively On ‘series of twice-weekly monolog 

alent is from Cros- script serial quarter-hours fo; 13 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, | weeks. Title of serial, ‘Sally at the 
Switchboard.’ ; 





rted 
witt 
| Mutual and th 
WLW, May 30 
ley staff. 
| Chicago. 


- 


WTHT Gets Full Time 


WTHT, Hartford, Conn., goes on 
full-time sked July 6. Has been 
shutting up shop at sundown daily 

Station, operated by the Hartford 
orchestra, Charles Wayne, Mary Al-' Times, is a Mutual affiliate. 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


| Life of Mary Sothern, for Lehn & 
| Fink, plugging Hind’s Honey & Al- 
| mond cream, dropped Mutual May 1, 
ij but stays on WLW, Cincy. Monday 
' through Friday, 4:15 to 4:30 p.m. 


|} Crown Overall’s set Joe Lugar’s 





| (Continued from page 34) 
| for handling the $250,000 fund voted by the general assembly to be used 
in advertising the state, Burton H. Smith of Charlotte appeared 


to ask 
that some of the money be used for radio. 
| a2) 
| Richard Mason of WPTF, Raleigh, appeared to say that all stations in 


the state would co-operate in the state promotional program. 

Newspapers of the state have, through several of the more prominent 
publishers and officers of the state press association, asked that none of 
the money be spent with North Carolina papers. Several publishers have 
offered to carry free such ads as are prepared for-use in out-of-state news- 
papers, 


Lack of clear-cut policy toward station transfers was emphasized once 
more last week when Examiner Hill urged the F. C. C. to turn down plan 
for Kansas City Star to purchase WREN, K. C. outlet for NBC. 

Hill found that the $295,000 price is excessive and objected to furthering 
monopoly. As the third examiner to take a stern view of station sales 
and leases, Hill has presented the-question of definite standards to the 
Broadcast Division in a new way. 

The Hill action was in sharp contrast, however, with the general posi- 
tion of the Broadcast trio on the Arde Bulova-Paulist Fathers transaction 
for WOV. On that matter, the division granted consent without even 
a hearing, although the price was more out of line, $275,000 for a trans- 
mitter operating only a few hours a week. The tag on WREN, which 
shares time with KFKU and operates both night and day, was $295,000 

For the first time in its history station WQXR, N. Y., is paying its way. 
| according to Elliott Sanger, v.p. Latter stepped into the station about a 
| year and a half ago and put it on a commercial basis after it had been 


| trailing along experimental lanes in the high fidelity classification as 
| W2XR. Don’t see any gravy yet but it’s covering the nut. 

Now with only eight class sponsors’ assistance, including the first actual 
| announced sponsor, Martinson’s Coffee, station sees the clear. All will 
| remain on for the summer and station sees some real profit in prospec- 
| tive biz via travel agencies and kindred summer biz which nets don’t get 
and which hoi polloi stations cannot garner, 
| WLW, Cincy, will feed the Indianapolis Memorial Day auto race to 
Mutual web as well as WHN, N. Y., sustaining as race was not sold for 
sponsorship. Paul Sullivan will be at the mike. 
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~ RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Altention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 


view with Jimmy Tiernan, tiny 
survivor in the front-paged slaying 
case. Block and a staff engineer, 
working in co-operation with the 
N. Y. Journal, visited the Commu- 
nity hospital, Patchogue, N. Y., 
+ earlier in the week to ‘cover’ the 








Outstanding Stunts: 
‘GUEST STATION’ DAYS 
CLEVELAND EXPO 





SUMMER RADIO COLUMNS 
TAPLINGER OFFICE 





story with a portable recording out- 
fit. Device was set up at the child’s 
bedside, with Martin Block playing 
a series of juvenile records, such as 
‘Popeye,’ and ‘The Little Red Hen.’ 
Then he went into his imterview 
with the boy. 


| Roman’s orchestra also on program. 

WGAR is picking up Wayne King, 
| who is opening Aquacade’s water 
theatre-restaurant, then switching to 
other spots on the grounds, After 
| opening Ralph B. Humphrey will 
| stage all broadcasts from Radioland, 


situated this year in Sherwin-Wil- This recorded interview then was 
liams orchestral hall, instead of at| played by Block during his ‘Make 








civic auditorium. Schedule of talent} Believe Ballroom’ broadcast Friday. 





—" oe are ae ate | Lombardo. Donald Dickson on July| nurse and Hannah Simons, Journal 
anges ‘eee seamen a 111 along with James Melton and| scribe, in addition to Block’s and 
Cleveland Jane Pickens in the Seal Test cast;} little Tiernan’s. Radio stunt also was 
WTAM, WHK and WGAR are set-| the Carborundum band, Fireside re-| employed as part of the WNEW- 
ting aside special time Saturday (29)| cital, Mario Cozzi in Stainless Show} Journal drive to raise funds for the} 
1 broadcast opening of Great Lake's | on June 12 and 13, Uncle Ezra and | boy’s future welfare, with $4,000 | 
: ‘s : his ‘Hoosier Hot Shots’ June 7 and} having been coilecied thus far. 
Exposition’s second season, leading 8, Frances Comstock, June 9-15, ~ a 
off 1 a congratulatory speech by/ Betty Winkle: known as ‘Girl Merchant’s Program 
President Roosevelt that will be car-} Alone,’ the Singing Lady, the Cycles} Chicago. 
ried through WGAR to 55 Mutual| Trades program, Ben Bernie and a} : aes oned 
chain stations. | UBC show. | New commercial on WIND signe 


Initial broadcast from Expo on 
lakefront is to be a half-hour over 
CBS by WHK, 
new mobile unit in pick-ups, Larry 
Roller announcing. Eleanor Holm 
Jarrett and Johnny (Tarzan) Weis- 


muller heading cast of Billy Rose’s| 


Aquacade, to guest star with Ann 
Leaf. Alexander Gray and Myron 





NEW YORK’'S 
OWN STATION 





WA 
PROGRAM PLANNING 





OURS D Y 
SPONSORED BY GENER AL AI LL$ 


which will use its} next month at Radioland. Among the} and 





definitely contained voices of the 


booked there includes Guy| Record 





Series of out-of-town stations are} by Halsted St. Business he ‘Try 
bringing staffs here for special days| sociation gives a twist to the fry 
c Stump Us’ song gag. Every 
aired | title sent in by listeners which Ben 


| guest-station programs being 


| here are CFRB of Toronto, WLW of| Kanter and Bobby Dixon can't sing | 
KDKA | gives listener a two-dollar merchan- | 


| Cincinnati, George Heid’s 


: : ’ >y can sing it, 
unit from Pittsburgh and Joe Ferte’s} If they can sing | 


dise certificate. 


| WBNS show from Columbus. Al-| 4 one-dollar certificate. ak 
|though commercial programs will} Harold Collen did the agenting. 
| emanate from outdoor theatre with i 


4,000 capacity, a new stunt here, the KLZ Thought It Was a Gag 


shelled-in stage, has been devised Denver. 
Ags, Mag majority of street and | For two years KLZ has been 
Oises. 


| broadcasting 15-min. calisthenics 
' program at 6:45 a.m. suped by Walter 
| Hakanson, Y setting-upper. 

Show had been heavy postage 
puller, so KLZ invited listeners to 
bring along gym togs and stretch 


Doing the Editors’ Work 
New York. | 

Bob Taplinger, fugitive from CBS, | 
now conducting a private whoopla 
factory, has systematized a set-up | and bend in the studio one a.m. with 
of guest columns by more or less | takanson 
famous radio entertainers. Wily} ‘To station’s amazement 25 showed 
Bobby offers these to the radio col- up ; 
umnists of the several hundred ; 
| American and Canadian sheets car-} 
rying radio stuff. 

It works out thus: Editor wants to | 
go on a vacation but his paper 
doesn’t suspend publication just on 
that account. Along comes the New 
York press agent with a full two| grams on education for the 
weeks’ supply of pinch-hitting boiler | broadcast by WHKC. 
plate all bearing famous names. Half-hour play traces the progress 


Blind Actors on Air 
Columbus. 


Blind radio actors will present a 
dramatization scripted by a_ blind 


blind 


he played a recording of his inter- 


Men’s As- |} 


author as part of a series of pro-| 


Production Vs, Announcements 


_— nate —— 
— 





Much Discussed Issue 


Portland, Ore., May 25. 

Spot announcements may be un- 
popular with leading production 
| agencies, but they play an increas- 
| ingly big role in radio station sales 
reports. Day is gone when a spot 
announcement was something that 
a 100-watter peddled for lack of 
bigger ideas. The 50-word spiel is 
| now an important item of big sta- 
tion selling. 





Trend in these parts leans a good | 
agencies | 


deal toward letting the 
deal with those sponsors that want 
program production. Stations can 
| reap a good harvest by concentrat- 
ing their sales efforts on selling 
| spots in and around the other fel- 
| low’s entertainment. Since there’s 
| a steadily climbing demand and good 
prices paid for the 50-word sales 
blurbs, the attitude of stations is 
that it’s a definite part of the busi- 
ness. 

It's been growing to the point 
| where some small agencies concen- 
trate on nothing but spot announce- 
ments. Advertiser is of course sold 
on the gag that his blurb will pro- 
ceed or follow some popular pro- 
gram. It’s all a thorn in the flesh 


of the family write to each other. 
Letters are 


It’s a three-a-week script written by 
| WTMJ continuity men. 





Talent Angles 


Des Moines. 

Some unique angles have been de- 

| veloped in the radio columns of the 

Des Moines Register and Tribune by 
| Mary Little, radio editor. 

| Those causing comment included a 

| series of photographic doubles, list- 

ing local radio personalities with the 


Still Simmers—North- 


west Sees Revenue Too Important to Drop 


of the larger production agencies 
that want to build up the standard 
of radio showmanship. 

Mac Wilkins (Mac Wilkins & Cole 
Agency) boils it down in this way: 
‘Chiseling in a lot of spot announce- 
ments around the entertainment pro- 
vided by a sponsor who really puts 
radio on the map is comparable to 





|}some poor guy who supports his 
wife all week long just to see her 


step out with another fellow on Sat- 
urday night.’ 
Billboard Analogy 

Bud Lynch of the same agency, 
who has 22 program productions on 
the Northwest ether, puts it another 
way: 

‘Suppose an advertiser bought a 
series of high-priced billboards using 
the best available talent for their 





| 


read over the air in| 
the voice of the person writing them. | 


Memorial Day Idea 
New York City. 

WOR, in an effort to do something 
appropriate yet unusual on Memorial 
Day, found the town of Woodbridge, 
N. J., ideal. Typical small town holi- 
day parade, high school oratory, 
band music, and so on, sized up as a 
good hour or so to pick up. So spe- 
cial events chief Johnny Johnstone 


of science against the handicap of| film stars they resemble; a page of 
blindness from the Biblical incident | radio mothers and their children on 
of Christ and the bevgar to the | Mother's Day; photographs of KSO- 
modern ‘Seeing Eye.’ Author is Bob | KRNT employes who are still bache- 
Gay, field representative for the| lors even though June is close at 





attractive display. That's done every 
day. But then suppose the billboard 
company decided to enlarge the 
board’s area and tack on a lot of 
extra ads around the edges making 


the thing look like an old time 
vaudeville curtain. What do you 
think the major advertiser would 


say about that? He'd squawk his 
head off, and he’d have a right to. 
Yet the radio sponsor of today is 
exactly in that boat. The difference 
is that the stations don’t yet think 
his squawk is legitimate.’ 


A 
Short, Short 
Presentation 














| himself Columbus’ only possessor of 
|a ‘Seeing Eye’ dog. 

One episode will be acted by stu- 
| dents from the Ohio School for the 


Ohio Commission for the Blind and | hand, and candid camera photos of 


local and network stars who disliked of 


| the particular photographs displayed. 





Bachelor’s Inquisition 






nabbed it. 

Not the least attractive aspect for | 
the station is close proximity of the 
town and the goings-on to the WOR 
transmitter. 


| Blind with WHKC Players present- 
ing the rest of the program. 


Narrative Device 
Milwaukee. 
New form of ether script show 
being introduced by WTMJ, Milwau- 
kee Journal transmitter. Tagged 
‘Letters for the Cartwright Family,’ 
it presents its story form in the 
guise of letters which four members 





Bedside Interview with Lad 
New York. 
A new special event idea was em- 
ployed by Martin Block on WNEW, 
|N. Y., last Friday (21) night when 

















Residi 


WFDF, Flint 
WJIM, Lansing 





One Million Tourists 


Will Visit Michigan's Lakes and Resorts 
This Summer... AND They'll Bring Their 
Radios With Them. 


Pleasure Bent Spenders 


Who Add to the Market Value of Michi- 
gan's Retail Sales Volume Accruing From 
a Population of Over Four Million People 


MICHIGAN RADIO NETWORK 


WBCM, Bay City and Saginaw 


ee 


ng in the Territory Covered by 


EIGHT STATIONS IN MICHIGAN'S 
EIGHT LARGEST CITIES 


WXYZ 


(Key Station) 


DETROIT 
Blue NBC Network 


WOOD-WASH, Grand Rapids 
WIBM, Jackson 

WELL, Battle Creek 

WKZO, Kalamazoo 


Des Moines. 

Bachelor’s Inquisition proved a 
novel half-hour show on KRNT 
when the station’s two bachelor 
| girls, Gwen McCleary and Mae Floyd 
Sinex interviewed the ten most 
eligible bachelors employed by Iowa 
Broadcasting System, and including 
Lansing Benet, Ken Brown, Frank 
Jaffe, Orville Foster, Gene Shumate, 
Bill Spargrove, Ed. Linehan, Buck 
Rasch, Ray Scobee and Freddie 
Lamm. 

Program was put on ‘cold,’ and 
some funny questions got funny an- 
swers to an entertaining show, 
‘Who Am I?’ A Mail-Puller 

San Francisco. 

Success of the recently concluded 
‘Who Am I” programs bankrolled 
by the California Conserving Co. for 
26 weeks over the western NBC- 
red web, was attested by Emil J. 
Brisacher of that ad agency, in a 
talk delivered last Thursday at the 
monthly radio session of the San 

Francisco Advertising Club. 
| Brisacher revealed that more than 
Beweny letters, each enclosing two 
| 
| 





labels from CHB food products, were 
received during the broadcast series. 
Each letter contained one answer 
to the ‘Who Am I?’ game featured 
on the programs, in which listeners 
were given clues to the identity of 
a well known man or woman, after 
the manner of an old-time parlor 
game of the same name. Radio 
adaptation was copyrighted. Prizes, 
ranging from bathroom scales to 


bonbon dishes, were awarded for 
correct answers. From 10,000 to 
one replies were received each 
week. 


Show is off the air temporarily 
due to strike conditions in the spon- 
sor’s canneries. 

‘Who Am I” was produced by 
Arnold Maguire, using a group of 
dramatic readers for the game, vo- 
cal soloists and an orchestra, and 
Archie Presby as host at a ‘studio 
party.’ Charlie Marshall, comedian, 
as the ‘spirit of the sponsor,’ in- 
serted the plugs. 








KLZ's Doggie Program 
Denver. 
Dog lovers are being given an 
inning by KLZ. Chris Cusack, canine 
authority, answers questions for 15 
mins. weekly about dog feeding, 
habits, training, etc. 
One of his own dogs furnishes 
the sound effects. 
Lay Off the Broccoli 
St. Paul. 
Telling housewives just what they 
can expect when they go to market 
to get their fresh vegetables and 











fruits this spring, summer and fall 
(Continued on page 41) 
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(Reading Time—15 Seconds) 





Power alone is not enough, 
Advertisers want RE- 
SULTS! A regional cleared 
channel — 590 kilocycles — 
5,000 watts and affiliation 
with the N.B.C. Red Net- 
work make WOW the 
radio capital of Nebriowa. 
Check WOW by any yard- 
stick — coverage, power, 
mail, showmanship, accept- 
ance, responsibility. It’s 
“tops” in this immensely 
wealthy trade territory. 


WOW 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


590 KG 5,000 Watts 
JOHN GILLIN, Jr. Mgr. 


Owned and Operated by the 
Sovereign Camp of = the 


Woodmen of the World 
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Radio Reviews Sh hin Chart 
- 
(Continued from page 30) is what the chain prefers to call ‘an | JUNE, 1937 
O’Haire working with Announcer] ‘innovation in radio broadcasti@z.’ | 
Chet Vedder on two long stretches| Players were decked out in cos-}| (Showmanship being largely dependent on stunts, (10) National Flower Shut-In Day. 
of dialog, which or ype be ar yet tumes and lines were spouted from | tie-ups, ete., in connection with established holidays (12) New York City incorporated, 1665. 
chatter. aa —— venadiaad with ear tee oe dante . a and events, VARIETY herewith presents a calendar for (13) Children’s Day (celebrated in churches). 
a little less heavily ? press department. pow ig the | the month of June. This calendar is published monthly (14) Flag Day; Harriet Beecher Stowe Uncle 
: To top it off, about 30 seconds| Ashmead Scott, who wrote and pro- | 70" material copyrighted by the National Retail Dry Tom's Cabin’), born, 1811. 
were devoted to the New York-| duced the whodunit, didn’t let them | Goods Assn.). (15) Pioneer Day in Idaho; Arkansas admitted to 
Denn league and the score given on|down, It’s dramatics with a fresh SPECIAL WEEKS DURING JUNE the Union, 1836; Franklin’s kite experiment, 1752 
lbany’s road game was of the third] twist. Credit also goes to the cast Convention of the National Association of Broad- (17) Bunker Hill Day in Boston, 
ining. This despite the fact Albany for a well rounded job. For a first! easters. June 20, for three days; at the Hotel Sherman, (19) Children’s Day 
“ation broadcasting play-by-plays | performance it was singul rly free | Chicago. II] (20) Father’s Day; West Virginia joined Uni Re 
for pr tnenger Pag tienen: nasty cee | rol bugs and had a sprightly hop Send a Child to Camp Week, June 20 to 26: spon- (21) Summer begins; New Hampshire joined Unior 
ee ) -Iré St, | iv. , . ’ y ‘ . Te 
ae a wait different tally listed.| Idea on the first one was to have a ~-elre bed the . hildren’s Welfare Federation of New 1788. : : 
Gich tardiness did not help the} gent stilettoed and then try to find pater Pees E. 38th St., New York City. (23) C. L. Sholes patented typewriter, 1869 
standing either of WGY or of the| out who wielded the cutlery. That’ National Swim for Health Week, June 21 to 26; spon- (25) Virginia admitted to the Union, 1788; Custer’s 
tobacco tapper. Jaco. where the audience is rung in as|SOred by the National Swim for Health Week Com- Last Stand, 1876 
. — witnesses, a few of them being} mittee, c/o Martin Stern, 122 East 42nd St.. New York (26) American troops landed in France, 1917: Jewisk 
IRVEN SCHIEBECK dragged up to the stage and per- | City Fast of Tammuz (Tammuz 17—begins sunset previous 
Sports mitted to question the suspects. SPECIAL DAYS DURING JUNE dav ) 
15 Mins.—Local Patently, they were plants but it (1) Kentucky admitted to the Union, 1792: Tennes- . 
Sustaining provided the necessary hoke for | cee joined Union. 1796 " , , : “ap era ne eee 
Daily, 6 p.m. comedy relief and left few of the . » 1796. ; (Sales promotion note: June’s average volume in de- 
WCOL, Columbus diatere lillie the wiser. Finally ai. (3) Confederate Memorial Day in Louisiana and partment stores is 7.9% of the year’s total, ranking the 
Irv Schiebeck has been a member | flatfoot points out the guilty one and Fennessee; birthday of Jefferson Davis (1808)—ob- menth seventh among the twelve. Best sellers are 
of the sports staff of Columbus Dis-| the announcer breaks in with the | S¢rved in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Lou- men’s clothing, men’s furnishings, boys’ wear, wash 
patch for 13 years, but this is his first query: did he name the murderer | isiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, Texas and Virginia. goods, aprons and heuse dresses, popular price dresses, 


try at radio—an odd fact considering 
his paper’s radio station ownership 
and this town’s liking for sports 
writers as broadcasters, 

Good scripting gives 


monotone 
over the air. His listeners pay at- 
tention because they know he speaks 
with authority, and because he dish- 
es up interesting facts gleaned from 
his background as a writer, in addi- 
tion to the ball scores. 

Schiebeck also has a tie-up with 
the city recreation department, which 
gives him an opportunity to com- 
ment on local sports besides running 
the gamut of baseball, racing, bowl- 
ing, tennis, golf, swimming, etc. 

Otis. 


‘YOUR. WITNESS’ 

With Margaret Brayton, Edwin Max, 
Fred McKaye, Erin Colville, How- 
ard Swart, Phil Tead, Lee Millar, 
Inez Seabury, Howard McNeer, 
John Deering, Julian Madison, Guy 
Ricardi. 

Mystery 

45 mins. 

Wed., 10 p.m., PST. 

KNX, Hollywood 
Columbia kicked up plenty of dust 

on this one before it was put on. It 


drama 





RADIO SALESMAN 


We have a vacancy [n. our sales 
force for a man who can produce 
selling radio time. We will pay 
a straight sales commission of 
25% to the man we accept. Ap- 
plicants write or apply to 


WIBG 


Philadelphia Office 
Drexel Building 








Glenside, Pa., Office 
Keswick Building 











KXBY 


Is Doing Top Spot Job 
For Advertisers In 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 
HAL R. MAKELIM, Manager 


Furgason & Aston 


New York « Chicage - Detroit 





, (5 
Schiebeck’s 
sports talks sparkle in spite of the} 
in which his voice comes | 











and if so what was the motive? Besi 
| letter covering that premise wins it: 
} author a radio set. 

Outstanding performance was con- 
tributed by Margaret Bray the 


LOfl, a 


|cheauung dame who brought on the 
| knifing. Her hysterical clash with 
the third-degreeing coppers irten- 
sified tne diamatics. Others also 
turned in forthright jobs. 

Only fault to be found was that} 
average listener. When guilt was 


fastened on a waiter, who had little 
to do with the action, it must have 
thrown most of the crime-solvers off 
the track. There seemed much! 
more reason for some of the others 
under suspicion to bury the blade 
in the actor’s carcass. Helm. 
FRANK NUGENT 
With Nat Brusiloff Orchestra | 
Film Chatter, Music 
15 Mins.—Local 
HUDSON DAY LINE 
M-W-F, 7:30 p.m. EDST. 
WEAF, NBC, New York 
(Wendell P. Colton) | 

Frank Nugent, film critic of the! 
N.Y. Times, on his initial appearance. | 
stood out like a veteran at the mike, 
presumably indicating careful groom- 
j}ing by program’s production staff. 
| His terse comments on late film en- 
| tries to the Broadway scene were 
| varied and different enough to hold 
proper interest. 

Regina Crewe and Rose Pelswick 
comment on screen fare for same 
sponsor other nights. Wear. 








Joe Laurie’s Air Date 


Joe Laurie, Jr., guests tomorrow 





show, doing five-minute Hollywood 
acterization of his VAriery column. 


Morris office. 


It’s All Yours, Allen 


Hollywood, May 25. 








advantage of an opening and moved 
up a half hour for the coast re- 
broadcast. 

Switch took show out of competi- 
tion with Fred Allen. 

Roger Huston Quits KHJ 
Hollywood, May 25. 

Roger Huston has resigned as com- 
mercial manager of station KHJ to 
join the KNX sales force. 

Thayer Ridgway moves up from 
the sales staff into the vacated spot. 





























says the Ice Industry of America 


BROADCASTING ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH 






WHN, Variety's choice for New York City’s No. 1 showmanship 
station, offers you the vost talent resources and experience of 
Loew's, Metro-Goldwyn-Moyer, ond WHN Artists Burecu — 
@ combination thet spells successful programming ond in- 
creased sales. Sell the world’s richest market by using WHN 








Represented by E. KATZ: Special Advertising Agency 





| 17 High Schools Merge Music | 
(Thursday) night on the Rudy Vallee | 


comedy sketch in the ‘Lefty’ char- | 


Agented by Sam Weisbord, of the | 


Ken Murray’s program took quick | 


(6) Birthday of Nathan Hale, patriot, 1755. 
(9) Birthday of John Howard Payne (Home. Sweet 


Home’), 1791. 





| Radio Showmansh ip 





(Continued from page 40) 


is the aim of a new series which 
KSTP has cooked up with the fed- 
eral department of agriculture. 
Dubbed ‘Housewives’ Market Re- | 
ports,’ the series gives authentic, 
impartial reports as to quality, type, 
price, all given by Harry Charter of 
the Minneapolis division of the U. S. 
department. 
Series first went on the air last | 
year over KSTP and was so popular | 
that station is renewing the stint for | 


! 


! 


this year. 


| (NBC-blue) with the June 25 broad- 


This Is How We Do It | 
St. Paul. | 

Duluth’s new transmitter, KDAL, | 
as a ‘get acquainted’ gesture, takes | 
any listeners who show up at the | 
studios on guide-conducted ‘air | 
tours.’ After ogling the biz offices, 
studios, announcers’ booth, control 
room and press room, staff members 
are glimpsed at work at their various 
stints, and the guide—back of the 
glass partition and out of mike 
range—translates the goings-on in/! 
layman’s English. 


Detroit. 

CKLW next Friday (28) will feed 
to Mutual a half-hour broadcast of | 
portion of concert by combined} 
bands of 17 high schools in this area. 

Combined band, numbering about 
500 musicians, will be under Dr. 
Edwin Franko Goldman, 





A Hot Subject 
Mason City, Ia. 

KGLO’s newly inaugurated North 

Iowa forum of the air, was high- 

lighted Coronation week by a debate 

between a pair of native Englishmen 

living here on the question, ‘Re- 

| solved, the Duke of Windsor got a 
raw deal.’ 

W. Earl Hall, Globe-Gazette man- 

aging ed., and John Price, KGLO | 

| prog. director, arranged. 











| 


WSB’s Wet-Dry Debates } 
Atlanta. | 

Wets and drys of Georgia are | 
‘having it out (free) over WSB's 


facilities as Georgia voters prepare | 
| to go to the polls June 8 to vote on 
| the prohibition repeal issue. 
| Lambdin Kay, general manager of | 
| Atlanta Journal’s 50-kw station, 
| offered time to the two accredited | 
| organizations supporting and oppos- | 
| ing the repeal amendment without 
and they’re pouring the 
fireworks into every nook 


charge 
| forensic 


| and cranny of the state. | 


Strategic movement puts station | 
| ace high with both sides and count- | 
less new friends (and listeners) are 
net result. 





That Informal Touch 


| WTMV’s ‘After Breakfast Club’ 
| program, conceived by Woody Klose, 
is a weather news, gags and miscel- 
| laneous period in which 
Moegle, announcer, warns listeners 
‘You'd better not listen to this pro- 


| artist, employed by NBC 
|untary petition in bankruptcy 


| listed his 
i sets, 


| through the summer and part of the 


St. Louis. | 


Fred | 





for 


gram. There’s no good reason 
it. The music isn’t too good; the 


weather news is just weather, and if 
you have anything better to do— 
you'd better do it. Hubby has gone 
now and you can relax. You 
even smoke that cigarette if 
want to.’ 

Making use of NBC’s 
library, Moegle elects music as 
played by George Hall, Harry Reser 


you 


Thesauru 


and the Rhythmakers ar.d also pre- | 
Lee. | 


sents Thesaurus comic, Pinky 
‘After Breakfast Club’ program has 
been on air for several months and 
| Klose reports that 
| plaint against kidding has been re- 
ceived. 


can | 


that | 


not one com-) § 


sports wear, appliances, sporting goods, tires and lug- 
gage. According to several surveys, June still leads 
all months in the number of marriage licenses issued.) 


Wilkinson Bankrupt | Joe Cook Option Indef 


Shell Oil’s Saturday night hour on 
NBC may be clipped to half that 
time with the June 19 broadcast, 

No decision has been made as to 
picking up the next option on Joe 
Cook’s services, 


Wilkinson, listed as a radio 
filed a vol- 
Mon- 
day (24) in U.S. District Court. He 


liabilities at $1,230, no as- 


James 





One of the creditors is William 
Neuman of the Marks Music Corp., 


who holds a note for $125. 


Jack Pearl Silent 


Jack Pearl fades from the Brown- 
Williamson Tobacco Co.'s _ series 





set 
Also 


cast. Tommy Dorsey’s band is 
to stay in the half hour spot. 
Morton Bowe and Edith Wright. 


Dorsey's new contract takes him 


fall. 


Frisco Space-Time Swap 


San Francisco, May 25. 
As the result of a trade agreement 








recently effected between KFRC, INITIAL NEW YORK 
local Don Lee-Mutual outlet, and the THEATRE APPEARANCE 
San Francisco Examiner, Hearst 


morning daily, KFRC is airing a 
weekly program by Anita Day Hub- 
bard, the Examiner’s ‘Good Neigh- 
bor,’ in return for space in which to 
call attention to its shows. 

Mrs. Hubbard recently joined the 
Examiner to conduct a column of 
advice on heart and home problems 
in competition to ex-policewoman 
Kate O’Connor’s column in the rival 
sheet, the Chronicle, 


LUCILLE 
MANNERS 


NBC’s Leading Soprano 


ROXY - NEW YORK 
This Week (May 21) 


On the Air 


EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 


Cities Service Program 


WEAF, 8-9 P.M., EDST 


Dugout Pickup Sponsored 


Montgomery, Ala., May 25. 

WSFA has the local ball club 
sponsoring a broadcast picked up 
remote from dugout in ball yard 45 
mins. before each game. 

Programs are buildups for base- 
ball and exhortations to lure the 
natives out to the park. 






















® Ask the man who sells for you in 
Oklahoma! He’s sold on the station that 
sells for him! Oklahoma dealers will tell 
you that WKY is the station that puts 
pep in sluggish movers ... gives sales 
a quick start and fast get-away. Okla- 
homa dealers have felt the selling power 
of WKY from behind the counter. They'll 
tell you to use WKY to get places in 
Oklahoma. 





9KLAHOMA TY TIMES AND ‘Ti ALK S KMAN 


® &E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING: AGENCY 
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, ware Ar iAT:.Me — KYA Staff Di 
WPA’S ‘SOCIAL-MINDED’ | ; E nner 
EVD F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON D ! es 
SCRIPTS SETS ON W .U.U. hae ete cae 
‘| of artists, was present at a dinnor } 
es Pere given last Friday night to celebrat 

WPA radio project has ae erect vertical antenna and boost power from 250 watts the inauguration of the station's 8 i Fo 
for a series of ten dramatizations, DECISIONS to 1 kw. transmitter May 24. Local and east | 
prepared by its writers and pro- er May 25 Louisiana: Southern Broadcasting Corp., Bogalusa, bay radio writers from newspapers 
jected by its players, over WEVD, . W egg rer ian new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts and magazines also attended. Ford ou 
New York. California: KGGC, San Francisco, grant < nights, 250 watts days. Billings, general manager of oe 

° 5a l h 4 ’ + ie “ ° a : So a ? i e 
For long the Goverment group] hours of operation from specified to unlimited, commis North Carolina: Capitol Broadcasting | Co., eo California Radio System, with which wi 
a eae er ay organ gp 4 Pines granted change Raleigh, new station to ——— on 1210 ke with | Kya is tied, was in from Los An- st 
’ 7 -octear ( its a- ‘ ao ° ’ artfor BS, ar . ™ sa gs. 25( ratts ays. ve > ¥ 1e sé anc the Cis 
union’ broadcaster to cuffo it Ra Connecticut: bed ‘rom daytimes to unlimited (re- 100 watts nights, 50 ny oi Te eats tian al tate geles for tt e fe ‘a and the official 
cilities. Arrangement was finally! in hours of operation from a R. I., 1200 ke with North Dakota: AGCU, Mandan, change aie | ceremonies Monday. 
made after the workers’ conscious! quests facilities of WNRI, <> penta g eration from specified to unlimited (contingent ry Bob Roberts, KYA manager, was ra 
broadcaster got the WPA to agree | 100 watts), —_~ ote > nc granted new granting of “sea te cvonagy J - pat «A pry tage to | ine omy spaeceunaner, tossing or- a. 
to the stipulation that the playlets Illinois: K. E. Schonert, -" to be operated on Virginia: S. L. Slover Corp., Nor ey . aie aniie | chids to his staff members. 
would be ‘social-minded.’ high frequency broadcast ben nag ” 41.000 kes with be operated on 1370 kc with 100 watts nights, 250 watts | » Mee een eaaiaailE 
- frequencies 31.600, 35,600, 38.6 - — _ * days. Clifford Johns Pinch-Hits 
100 watts. WMBD, Peoria a. Cc ny toag e Washington: Tom Olsen, Port Angeles, new station Buffalo, May 25. y- 
Quite a Guy granted power boost from wo! pore peniomng alin n> to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts. Clifford Johns, actor, who played 
. Z y 25 te 2 Re Sights, © Rw Care. een 1 ? in the New York edition of ‘Steve. 
Atlanta, Ga., May = commish upholding Examiner Hill. hange EXAMINERS REPORTS dore” has turned advertising cnn 

Paul Donehoo, Atlanta’s _blind Kansas: KWBG, Hutchinson, eget ee — - roe. writer and press agent for a week. r 
crooner, has received an invitation) ¢rom 1420 to 550 ke and ig rentonge Hono Illinois: Addition of a new transmitter pathogh _ He's batting for Addison Fletcher | 
from Robert L. Ripley to —— On| watts, Examiner Melvin H. se 0 me E. Gannett chain was favorably recommende y ie Seech Of Ge WGR-WKBW am 
his NBC Bakers’ broadcast. Done- Massachusetts: WAAB, Boston, gran vet commas aminer Robert L. Irwin who found the a oO > who is vacationing. 
hoo has been heard frequently on day power from 500 watts to 1 kw, com Northwestern Publishing Company of hg Pe ° M 
WSB. ing Examiner Robert L. Irwin. public interest. Daytime station, to be operated on 2 ( 
‘ Naa 2 al s ; on, aa -astng Co., Detroit, appli- vs a ; A . ‘ : : vy EC. 

He is a musician, attends theatre Michigan: Cadillac Broadcastng * Bape yey a4 1500 ke with 1500 watts, ould be managed b) ehomres Rare oF swixe Cc 
and sports events regularly, and 1S! sation for new station to be operated on 1140 Hewes, editor and publisher of the Danville Commer- - 
an expert chess player and mentalist. 500 watts daytimes —- ee ee cial News, bought by the jannett Company, Inc. in| z 

aminer Dalberg sustained; ° oo a =F 1934. Granting of request would give Ganne' ople | 4 * 
denied as in default Se tea to a te gar their seventh transmitter, to add Pe - 20 
vith 100 watts, commish sustaining Bxé wr ‘s rags. Horace L. Lohnes an re : ertson 

othe ge ke Daily Press Co., Escanaba, application for petits gi aed As behalf. , 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts Maryland: Desires of Frank M. Stearns of Washing- / 
dismissed with prejudice, sustaining Examiner R. H. ton, D. C., to establish a 250-watt daytime transmitter 

de. ‘ 2 ke at Salisbury, were okayed by Chief Ex- 
Nebraska: WOW, Omaha, denied extension of special poet hive ed G. Arnold because of a need for service AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
temporary authority to operate with 5 kw nights. on the Delaware-Maryland-Virginia peninsula and the | FLEISCHMANN YEAST 7 
Commissioner Sykes dissenting. oe interest displayed by townspeople who are without a | y 

North Carolina: WSJS, “’inston-Salem, application local station. Although he has had no experience in (J. Walter Thompson) h 
for new station to be operated on 1250 ke with 1 kW broadcasting, Stearns—a retail oil and gas distributor— 9 P.M. D.S.T. Every Friday, WIZ i 
dismissed at applicant's request. proposes to manage the new transmitter himself. A Blue Network 

Pennsylvania: WQAN, Scranton, granted use of resident of Washington, he proposes to move to Salis- rs 
transmitter of WGBI, Scranton, as main a genet bury, if the application is granted. Stearns was rep- |] Just Completed Two Successful Weeks i 
and power jump from 250 to 500 watts, also grante resented by Clarence C. Dill and James W. Gum. n Chicago ! f 
license to use present main transmitter as an auxiliary New York: Okay for a one-kilowatter daytime sta- | is ; 
transmitter for emergency purposes only; WGBI, tion for Troy was indicated by Examiner Hill. To ABAMOURT PICTURE ‘ 
Scranton, granted license to use present transmitter of enable Troy to overcome a ‘feeling of rivalry’ which re 
WQAN as WGBI's auxiliary; WFIL, Philadelphia, exists between it and Albany and Schenectady, a DECCA RECORDS 
granted extension of special temporary authority to transmitter of the type proposed would contribute ; 
operate on 560 ke with 1 kw nights, from June 1 to considerably, Hill declared. POR <x eM 
June 30. : Pending applications from Utica and from Pittsfield, BOCKWELL-O' REESE ' 

Rhode Island: WNRI, S. George Webb, Newport, de- wrass for the same 950 ke frequency would cause ; 
nied extension of completion date on new station to sutual interference, Hill found, but station would be 











be operated on 1200 kc with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, commish upholding Examiner Hyde; E. Anthony 














generally in the public interest, convenience and ne- 
































































































n cessity. Philip G. Loucks and Arthur W. Scharfeld 
& Sons, Inc., Pawtucket, denied new station to be appeared for the Troy Broadcasting Co., applicants in | 
operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts the case. 
days (facilities of WNRI), Examiner Hyde sustained. North Carolina: Application of WSOC, Charlotte, for 
Texas: KFPM, Greenville, denied frequency change 4 juice-jump from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
from 1310 ke to 1420 kc, power increase from 50 to 100 = 4g (959 watts nights, 1 kw days, was frowned on by 
watts, change hours of operation from specified to  fyaminer Melvin H. Dalberg because area already is ' 
daytime, roy wow! hy ys ar ns — adequately served and granting of the application 
Broadcasting Association, Greenville, granted new sta- would not contribute to any improvement in night- : 
tion to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts days, time service. ; . , BRAGGIOT TI 
commish supporting Examiner George H. Hill Station, an NBC affiliate, competes with Columbia 
Broadcasting’s subsid, WBT. Pair of transmitters al- 
' SET FOR HEARING ready has provided Charlotte with superior service, ‘ 
; Dalberg contended, and granting of the request would F id : Pp M 
Alabama: A. L. Beaird, Jasper, new station to be not be in accordance with the ‘fair, efficient and equit- rl ay—7:15 . 
i operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. able distribution of radio service as contemplated in ; WJZ 
i] California: Airfan Radio Corp., Ltd., San Diego, new the communications act of 1934.’ Ben S. Fisher was 
4 station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts. retained by NBC. 
41 Illinois; WTAD, Quincy, increase power and time of Oklahoma: Switch from daytime to unlimited for are 
i operation from 1 kw days only to 1 kw unlimited; KADA, Ada, was recommended by Examiner P. w.| ® * 
4 Decatur Newspapers, Inc., Decatur, new special broad- Seward because of a need for additional night time 
i - cast station to be operated on 1550 ke with 1 kw. service existing in the community. Transmitter, a 
it Gmawi= * Indiana: Curtis Radiocasting Corp., Richmond, new — smallie operated on 1200 ke, is the only one in the city, re e ni 
H 7 station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, Seward pointed out, and service from other transmit- 
i COMBINATION: 250 watts days. ters is not easily available nights. Paul Spearman AND 
* North Carolina: Carolinas Radio, Inc., new station to represented C. C. Morris, owner of KADA. ; 
be operated on 880 ke with 1 kw; Broadcasters, Inc., Tennessee: Change from daytimes only to day and 
Gastonia, new station to be operated on 1420 ke with night operation was advocated for WAPO, Chatta- Portland Hoffa 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days. nooga, by Examiner John P. Bramhall. Station, now 
operating 100 watts days, on 1420 kc, would boost its ‘ . ” 
NEW APPLICATIONS § power . - watts and tack on night power of in “Town Hall Tonight 
watts. ight time reception is poor, in the vi- A-IPANA 
Florida: WJAX, City of Jacksonville, Jacksonville, cinity of Chattanooga, Bramhall indicated: pot grant- SAL HEPATIC aw 
special experimental authorization to operate with 5 ing of the application would be in the public interest, wan ecenemage 0-80 2.8. 
kw until September. convenience and necessity. W. A. Patterson, appli- Dir: WAKTER BATCHELO® 
Illinois: WJBL, Decatur, change frequency from 1200 cant, was represented by Frank D. Scott. 7” 
to 1310 ke, contingent on granting of WBOW, Terre Wisconsin: Permission for WSAU, Northern Broad- b 
) THE Haute, Ind.. receiving frequency shift to 1290. casting Company, Wausau, to change from a daytime | ——____ ee 
GREAT Idaho: KSEI, Pocatello, change power from 250 _ station to unlimited, will be recommended to the com- 
» AMERECAY sain nights, 500 watts days to 250 watts nights, 1 kw mish by Examiner P. W. Seward. ye 
| c ays. One of several transmitters to join the ru 
| ¢ GU Lr REFIN ING @ Indiana: WGRC, New Albany, change frequency unlimited operation, WSAU hawel ample bo Mo . em \ 
aUNDAYS from 1370 to 880 ke, hours of operation from days to to operate during night time hours and a need for s 
a 7:30-8 P.M., DST unlimited time, using 250 watts, and install directional additional service within the area proposed to be 
4 WABC antenna for night time use. served. Station, which uses 100 watts on 1370 ke, was 
| CBS Kansas: KGNO, Dodge City, install new transmitter, represented by Ben S. Fisher and Glenn D. Roberts. 
| | . WXYZ T O : and His 
| General Electric Asks ower Operating || o-chestra 
Detroit, May 25. . : 
) WXYZ's new 283-foot vertical an- po gigeetenpey 
Washington, May 25. tenna, atop 15-story Macabbees 2ND YEAR 
Construction of super-power inter- | building, now in operation after six CURRENTLY 
national stations on high frequencies weeks ot construction. HOTEL ST. REGIS MGT 
was proposed to Federal Communi- Tow er, which is 474 feet above NEW YORK M.C.A 
: By JANE WEST cations Commission last week by | S‘'ect level, erected under direction 
General Electric Co. Plea for per- ae tony rt ton engineering su-} ~ 
, mits to set up 100,000 watt short - station. 
: NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR wave plants at Schenectady was filed 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE ee New WBBM Studios 
After reputedly wanting to ask Chicago, May 25 
| JAUGHTER TEARS xo -{EART-THROBS frequencies. reserved for. govern. | g,ZW2, more studios in the WBEM- 
<p Columbia remodeling deal will be 
|. | ‘“ ment use, G. E, petitioned the Com- completed J Pane 
ef Presented by Ivory Soap : 99“ ¢ pure mish to grant occupancy privileges | ; bh one une 9, finishing up the 
} on two channels now set aside for = range, two small dramatic 
f Studios which are not to be done 
relay broadcasting. Wavelengths over until 
an 8 il fall. BROADCASTING 
LISTEN TWICE DAILY mentioned are 9,530 and 15,330. CBS key now has one theatre stu: ch CRA FOR 
NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST Another bracket of applications | dio, three full orchestra studios with ios “hinceatinte SAMPLE 
| IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST came from the Mormons, who want | observation booths, three dramatic, r 
ee COAST TO COAST > then ea a po — = — and one news studio, all HUMMERT, INC. 
H N ADVERTISING AGPNCY |< ity operating wi wand using|of which have air conditioning 
; MGT. ED WOLF_RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 15,250 and 21,460. equipment. A NACI N 
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HERE AND THERE 





Bidu Sayao, Brazilian soprano, on vocalized by Baritone John Seagle, 


Ford hour next Sunday (30). 





Joe Weed, station rep, ducking 
out of N. Y¥. end of June for a 
month’s trek through territory in 
which are located the ten Canadian 





stations on his list. 





Perchik Melik, warbler on 
adio project, has altered her label 
profes ssionally to Anne Milford. 





Ann Leaf has been booked fo! 


opening week of Cleveland Expo 
(May 29) for Radioland exhibit 
‘Montana Slim’ guests on ‘Ham- 


merstein Music Hall’ (Kolynos) ove! 
CBS on June 8. 





Howard E. Pill, g.m. of WSFA, 
Montgomery, Ala., sailed yesterday 


(Tuesday) for International Rotary 


Convention, held this year in 


Pill is prez of Montgomery’s chap- | 


tel 


Diane Dillaire on leave from KLZ 
Denver, dramatic. staff for 12 
stretch with summer stock troupe 
at Ramona Park, Grand Rapids. 





CBS has the exclusive on the air- 
ing of the Latonia Derby for 
year-olds on June 12. Will 
half-hour, starting at 6 p.m. 
the gee-gee gallop. 





Bernard Wilson, new program di- 
rctor at KGVO, Missoula, 
from WIBM, Jackson, Mich. 
places Ed Cooney who has migrated 
to KGHL, Billings. 





Balte Sunpapers last week again 
reiterated stand against carrying ra- 


dio columns, asserting readers never | 
squawked about their absence from 


pages. 





Earle Gluck, general manager of 
WSOC, Charlotte, N..C., has been 
appointed to naval reserve policy 
board, 





The Church in the Wildwood, a 
iranscribed sustainer of sacred songs 


FESULTS? 
COUNT MOST 
WJAR 


Basic Red Network Provi- 
dence outlet, dominates 
Rhode Island and the south- 
eastern section of Massa- 
chusetts, 












WEED € company 


WPA 


weeks | 


| WBT, 


Elmer 


Nice. | 


for a time an NBC director of music, 
has been spotted over various sta- 
tions ‘including WGY). Seagle is 
a son of Oscar Seagle, former opera 
singer and now conductor of a sum- 
mer school of music at Schroon 
Lake, N. Y. 


Fred Kirby 
unit from the hillbilly 
Charlotte, N. C. With him are 

Sam Fowler, Ted Poole and 
Warren. 


lappy 


Burridge D. Butler, WLS top, 
wintering in Phoenix, Arizona, 
KOY in shape. 


afte. 
getting 


Lulu Belle off on a six-week vaca- 
ition after roadshowing one-niters for 





WLS seven weeks. 

George Partridge’s spelling bees 
done for season at WICC, Bridge- 
| port. 

Walter Knick, pianist with Billy 
Grantham’s band, now soloing on 
| WBNS, Columbus. 

WHKC, Columbus, has installed 


| United Press wire for 


| 
| 


three- 
devote | 
DST, to | 


Mont., is| 
Re- | 


Bob French’s 
news broadcasts. 


Corwin Riddell is back on the an- 





nouncing staff of WOAI, San An- 
10nl1o. 

Jimmy Dorsey quits the Kraft 
Music Hall (NBC) July 1, opening 
nine days later at the Congrets 
hotel, Chicago. 

Royal Wax sponsoring series of 
NBC Thesaurus waxes on LR4, 
Buenos Aires. 

Ward McCauley, literary critic, 


reviewing books on weekly program 





over WJBK, Detroit. 
| Jack Wyatt, formerly with NBC, 
N. Y.. joins announcing staff at 


| 





WWJ, Detroit. 


Myron J. Bennett, formerly with 


NBC, new spieler at WXYZ, De- 
troit. 

William F. Mitten, former Boston 
newspaperman, is handling’ the 


newscasting for WCAM, Camden, N. 
J. Main source of the outlet’s news 
service is Transradio Press, 





Travis Barnes, singing salesman, 
sold program for Cuthrell Co. over 
WTAR., Norfolk, and takes solo part 
himself. 





Jack Light, asst mgr, WTAR, 
Norfolk, in for second eye operation 
with local hospital attaches hopeful 
of success. 


‘Romance of Helen Trent,’ Edna 
Wallace Hopper’s CBS serial, wind- 
ing up its fifth air year, remains at 
high standard for morning audiences. 
Well eo well schon and 








WHILE THEY’RE COOLING OFF IN 








nz 


KATZ SPECIAL 


COLORADO 


...- don't let ‘em 


cool off on YOU! 


Majority of Colorado's mil- 
lion summer visitors are 
your best customers and 
prospects from the Middle 
and Southwest. Keep after 
them this summer. Be in 
Colorado with them = on 
4 


DENViR 


Affiliated in Management with WKY 
and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 


ADVERTISING AGENCY 





has organized a stage | 
talent at} 


back | 





Secret Revealed 


Toronto, May 25. 
Boyd, pianist who 
boasts of being world’s fastest 
keyboard artist, set for guest 
date on Robert L. Ripley's ‘Be- 
lieve It Or Not’ NBC program 
next month. 

Before turning on the speed 
he bathes his arms and hands 
in steaming hot water for 20 


Vincent 











minutes and then has a thor- 

ough massage 
expertly written, it looks good for 
another half decade 

Sam H. Harris, producer of legit 
‘You Can't. Take It With You,’ ac- 
cepts Radio Critics’ Award for what 
| group deemed year’s best play over 
a WMCA, N. Y hookup tonight 
(Wed.) Harry Hershfield, for the 








| Sorenson 


air-reviewers of legit, 


} presentation. 


Worthy Hills’ 
Straight 


band, now in eighth 


year at Pavilion 





| neer, 


will make the | 


Royal, | 


Savin Rock, Conn., getting benefit of | 
special New England hook-up in- 
cluding WELI, New Haven; WCOP, | 
Boston: WSPR. Springfield; WATR, 
Waterbury; and WNBC, New Britain. 


WELI, New Haven, 
derby crew races 
Saturday (22). 


portabled Yale 


down Housatonic 


WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven, 
checking in half-hour earlier, 6 a.m., 
through summer. 

George Tompkins opening ‘Young 
Playmates’ juve series at WICC, 


Bridgeport. 


Freddy Hall and Bill Derwin palsy- 
walsying amateur baseball games on 
WATR, Waterbury. 

Marion Bergeren, 1933 ‘Miss Amer- 
ica, added to Sunday variety frame 
at WELI, New Haven. 


Herbert Anderson next Sunday 
(30) winds up fifth year of ‘Chapel 
Echoes,’ inspirational, at WICC, 


Bridgeport. 


Bill Gay, of WMBD, Peoria, III. 
leaves in a few days to spieling as- 
signment with station KNX, Los 
Angeles. 

Beb Evans has resigned as sports- 
caster for WGAR, Cleveland, to join 
Mansfield (O.) baseball team as 
business manager. 

Newman Barnett former actress 
with the Cleveland Play House, join- 
ing WJAY-WHK as announcer, 

Ralph Kirberry cutting transcrip- 
tions for Chevrolet with Gus Haen- 
schen’s orchestra. 

Hal Culver, mikeman at KWK, 
St. Louis, resigned to take similar 
post with WLS, Chicago. 








Lester E. Cox, pres. KTMV, E. St. 
Louis, making rounds of Chicago 
agencies. 

Alex Buchan, sportscaster for the 
WTMYV, leaves on June 9 for trip to 
Scotland, land of his birth. 

Uncle Jimmy and his ‘Texas Cow- 
boys,” WTMV, East St. Louis, hill 
billy act, join Georgia Wildcats on 
WLW, Cincy. 

Cabin Boys, pickaninny quintet of 
screen and radio, opened at the 
Beale Street Palace, Memphis, Sun- 
day (23). 

Alka 

Imperial 
last week, 


Browne and Lavelle, of 
Seltzer program, played 
theatre, Charlotte, N. C., 

Dewey Long, sales manager for 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., has returned 
from Atlanta, where he went on a 
business trip for Radio Sales. 

Briarhopper Band, a WBT,: Char- 
lotte, N. C., hilly-billy act, is doing 
a series of stage appearances. John 
McAllister, born in New York City, 
is the boss of this mountain band. 

Fred Steele, for five 


years com- 





| 





nesday) at Coney Island after sev- 
eral days of preliminary shooting. 

Chaz Chase and Danzi Goodelle 
have been booked by Frank Cooper, 
of Curtis and Allen, for the cross- 
country tour of the Al Pearce (Ford) | 
program over CBS each Tuesday. 
Troupe will be picked up next week 
(1) from Philly, first stand on 40-odd 
weeks’ trek. 

T. A. McClelland, chief 
of KLZ, Denver, is tn to 
with pneumonia. 


engineer 
hospital 


transmitter eng 
WHIO, Dayton 


mecy, 


Palmer ya 
formerly of 
has joined WKRC, C 


Leonard Kapner, manager of 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, has left for Cali- 
fornia and vacation. While 
on the Coast, he'll \ t Ford Bil 
lings. 


a month 


Betty 
ducted 
WWsw, 
nile of 
Miller, 


Dugan, who fo! 
‘Juvenile Round-Up’ on 
Pittsburgh, now has 
her own. Hubby is 
radio singer. 


years con- 


a juve- 
Buddy 


Kilbuck Theatre, Pittsburgh, seats 


40—is 


now alring an original one- 

act script over KDKA, every Sun- 

day afternoon Productions are d 
rected by Robert Alan Green 

Jack Hollister doubling as sports- 

caster and publicity director for 


special events at KDKA, 
Kay Barr, another ex- 
is in charge 


Pittsburgh 
fourth estate! 
of regular exploitation 


Arthur Caesar authored ‘The Great- 
est Judge,’ a playlet with Jewish 
characters, for Al.Jolson on latter's 
Lifebuoy program over CBS. 


Woody Klose, program director of 
WTMY\V, E. St. Louis, lined up Mayors 
in 13 Illinois communities to make 
speeches on station's second anni- 
versary program | Wednesday (19), 


Clifford Glick k ‘oined the sales 
staff of the Mutual Network Mon- 
day (24). His previous connection 


in a similar capacity 
eight years. 


NBC, for 


Was 


Ed Cooney, mikeman at 
omy = Mont, marries 
Mary Wold on June 14. 


KGHL, 


non-pro 


Henny Poauhel obted to WOR 
Artists Bureau to book club and 
vaudates. 

Tom Foley, of the N. W. Ayer 
agency, leaves today (Wed.) as ad- 
vance p.a. for the Al Pearce (Ford 


dealers) program, which goes atour- 
ing. 


| WGAR and WTAM broadcast 
| mittent 


| 
| 


| 
| M 
| 


Offer Elsa Maxwell : 


N. W. Ayer agency last week au- 
| ditioned for two of its accounts a 
| variety show headed by Elsa Max- 
well, famed party-plotter, 


Proffered program is built around 

iss Maxwell's penchant, so much 
in favor with socialites, and features 
her as m.c. 





It Does Happen 


Lynchburg, Va., May 25. 

Speaker at a Lions Club pow-wow 
forgot the mike was on, and gave 
WLVA a spell of jitters. 

Started spieling what sounded 
like innocent yarn about a Negro 
camp meeting. Sock ending, plenty 
blue, said to have hit the air despite 

eaker’s attempt to cover the mike 
with his palm. 


Engineers reached to cut him off, 


but too late. 


WHK Hit from Sky 


Cleveland, May 25. 


WHK, Cleveland, was forced off 
the air for two hours last Friday 
night (21) when its transmitter was 
struck by lightning. Damage done 


to equipment figured around. $1,000, 
inter- 


announcements explaining 


| the WHK mishap. 


| until 





WHK’s major power line went at 
9.18 and the outlet wasn't back on 
11.02. Bolt blew out five fuses 
and a rectifier tube and burned out 
a transformer. 


WMBD’s New Equipment 


Peoria, May 25. 

WMBD, Peoria, Ill. soon to start 
on an equipment building program 
which will five times over increase 
its transmitting equipment, following 
the nod from the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission which will up its 
daytime power from 1,000 to 5,000 


watts and double the night time 
power. 
Project will be finished about 
Sept, 1. 
KGLO’s A.P. Mention 
Mason City, Ia., May 25, 


KGLO recently was instrumental 
in capture of a hoodlum and was 
given full credit by sheriff of county. 
Station broadcast description and 
warning of the hood and the law 
nabbed him 30 minutes after hear- 
ing the air warning, 


Successful stunt earned the station 
free advertising on the AP wires. 














Hiere’s a clue to covering the 
market that cannot be overlooked. 
here’s how it was discovered, 

From February 28 to 
the fact-finding Ross 
sureau to analyze the 
the 


March 6 we 
Federal 





Hartford 


engaged 
tesearch 
listening habits of 








y of 


60.72% + tas te 
24.37%, were tuned to 


the next most 
popular station, 


And 


Hartford market They made thou- er 

sands of telephone calls, and here are the 6.54%, - Reng et bn 
facts which speak for themselves. . ae are eae 

; popular station, 
WTIC not only blankets Connecticut. but , 
also large sections of western Massa- ? 28%, ware suane 3 
chusetts and eastern New York. as well : © the fourth most 
}as New Hampshire and Vermont. in popular station. 
W TIC’s primary coverage area is a rich b. 09° were tunedtoall 
audience of 1,737,810, and in its secondary WA other stations. 


mercial manager of WAPI, Birming- | 


ham, has 
for both 


joined WHBQ, Memphis, 
sales and production. 


. Weelans, 


Les musical director 
KLZ, Denver, vacationing. Norman 


subbing on his programs. 


Martin Bleck, Ted Webbe 


Richard Brooks, of \WNEW, N. 
announcing staff, and Max Weiner, | 
station engineer. will vie for rifle } 
marksmanship honors today (Wed 


coverage area there is an additional pai aaa 
| 1,660,626, making a total potential audi ° 
ence of 3;398,436. 100.00 I. Total Calls. 


WTIC 


and 


a 


Write Today for the Booklet Contalning Full Facts on the Ross Federal Survey 





Paul W. Morency, General Manager 


50,000 WATTS—HARTFORD, CONN, 
The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corp. 
Member NBC Red Network and Yankee Network 


James F. Clancy, Business Manager 


Representatives: WEED & CO. 


350 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 


203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, lik. 


Michigan Building, Detroit, Michigan 
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On the Upbeat 





Barney Rapp’s one-niters between, placing Sid McNutt’s which goes on 
¢losing at Chase hotel, St. Louis, and | Pacific northwest tour. Lewis comes 
preem at Beverly Club, Newport, | from College Inn, San Diego. 


Ky., on June 15 are: Fontaine Gar- | 
dens. Louisville, June 3; U. of Tenn., | 


4: Olentangy Park, Columbus, O., 5 
(two days); 
the South, Sewanee, Tenn.; Cotillion 
Dance, Hopkinsville, Ky.; Williamson 
and Charleston, W. Va.; Pikeville 
Cc. C., Pikeville, Ky., and Meadow- 
brook C., Beacon, O. 





Richmond, Ky.; U. of 


Kay Kyser plays the Modernistic | 


ballroom at State Fair Park, Mil- 
waukee, May 30. When he made the 
spot last season he broke the record, 
with 8,147 paid admissions, 





™“ Blue Barron closed a nine-month 
engagement at the Southern Tavern, 
May 14 to go to N. Y. for a record- 
ing date. Does a one-niter trek for 
CRA before opening at Westview 
Park, Pittsburgh, Pa., on June 14, 





Harry Lewis orchestra 
Summer engagement at the Dessert 
hotel Roundup Room, Spokane, re- 








GORDON and REVEL’S 


[Huma Waltz 


From 20th Century-Fox’s “This Is 
My Affair” 


WithoutYour 
Love 


From Hal Roach’s 





“Pick a Star” 


Kitchy- 
Mi-Koko Isle 


England’s Novelty Success 





Mitcer Ausic, inc. 


1619 BROADWAY ¢ NEW YORK 





started | 





Marvin Frederic follows Reggie 
Childs into the Commodore Perry 
hotel, Todelo, O., May 26. Latter 
goes to New Penn Club, Pittsburgh. 

Mart Kenny band switches from 
Vancouver hotel to Royal York hotel, 
Toronto Horace Lapp exits latter 
spot for Banff Springs hotel in Al- 
berta, Can. 


Oak Grove Casino, Milford, Conn., 
opened week-end under new 
management, Petrocy Bros. Paul 
Tremaine premiere attraction Satur- 
day (22). 


last 


George Hall booked for what looks 
like longest advance one-niter to 
date at Bronx Winter Garden, N. Y., 
Oct. 9. Bill Wolfe set for CRA. 

Don Ferdi’s orchestra, at the Strat- 
field hotel, Bridgeport, Conn., has 
taken on Barbara Perkins for vocal- 
izing. Has a twice weekly NBC 
wire 





Maximillian Bergere band opens 
the Ross-Fenton Farms, Asbury 
Park, June 19, for an indefinite stay. 


| Just closed the Miami-Biltmore. 


| double for 


Set by Harry Kilby. 

Olentangy Park, Columbus, has a 
Memorial Day, booking 
Jan Garber as an added attraction to 
Austin Wylie. Latter is in park for 


| week of May 29, following Johnny 
| Burkharth. 


— 
















The English Swing 
Noveity Hit 


‘CUBAN 
PETE’ 


Watch This Number Sweep 
The Country! 


il eeidinteaettemeniemeiatanial 
Still the Nation’s Waltz 
Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 
= <> oe = 
HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK NY, 
PHIL KORN Gen Mar. 








| Emerson 


Paul Tremaine gets a dozen days 
with the Fireman’s Carnival at 
Trenton, N. J., from July 5 to 17. 
Also slated for Jaffa Mosque, Al- 
toona, Pa., June 19. ROC set both. 


Charles Boulanger booked for 
Lakeside Park, Barnesville, Pa., May 
29. Follows with Crystal ballroom, 
Cumberland, Md., June 2, 


Eddie Wittstein will fly up from 
the Hamilton hotel, Bermuda, his 
regular stand, to play the Yale se- 
nior prom in New Haven June 21. 








Beach 
Gill as 


Virginia suft club has 


first band leader 


| through June and probably Johnny 


Johnson for July and August, 





Herb Gordon’s orchestra, recently 
at the Wardman Park Hotel, Wash- 
ington, has returned to Riley’s Lake 
House, Saratoga Lake, for the sum- 
mer season, 





Pierre Kara’s band opens the roof 
of the Walton hotel, Philly, May 29. 





Blanche Calloway will return to 
the Southland, Boston nitery, which 
she opened this past fall for one year 
starting Sept. 15. 





Grady Mullin’s Southern Gentle- 
men Orchestra opens at The Pines, 
Pittsburgh, May 29, for indef stay. 





Mickey Alpert supplies music for 
Ben Marden’s Riviera, Englewood, 
N, J., opening May 27, 


—_— 








Freddie Starr’s band debuted at 
| the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., May 20, 


(Continued on page 46) 





Tops in the Music Business 
Another “These Foolish Things” 


THE YOU AND ME THAT USED TO BE 





The No. 1 Song 


CARELESSLY 





Just Released 


A STAR IS BORN 





The Greatest Song of the Year 


GONE WITH THE WIND 





IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Manager 





Dobbs Sues 3 Writers 


Alleging Song Borrow 
Al Sherman, Jack Meskill, Abner 
Silver, all songsmiths, and the Joe 
Morris Music Co., were named de- 
fendants in a $150,000 plagiarism 
suit filed Monday (24) in N. Y. Fed- 
eral District Court by George Dobbs, 
who has also composed songs. 


—=—=——=— 





Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 








Dobbs claims defendants lifted the | 


music of a song he composed in 1929 
entitled ‘My Baby’s Wise,’ and used 
it in their latest tome, ‘On the Beach 
at Bali Bali.’ 


CODE DRAFT IS 
READY FOR 
ELC 


Final draft of a code of fair trade 
practices for the music industry will 
be laid before the Federal Trade 
Commission by the end of this week 
Immediate action on the document 
was assured by FTC spokesmen at a 
meeting in Washington Friday (21) 
with a delegation from the Music 
Publishers Protective Association. 

If the code is approved by 


} 


| 
| 





j 


*Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off 
* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops 





tLittle Old Lady ....-eseesseevees 


*September in the Raim eocccccccscccvcccvcsecseccess Remick 
COPOIGRELy sscdseccvese Seeakeenees ( SEAETAT SO SRERT RA Berlin 
Eee wee Wh GeO AOU Acie cs casas eve vase dneeaes« Santly-Joy 
OOS DONE 6 0466 06040.5.69:00606 6860400000 Fs 600 vb CO os Famous 
Ge POW k5i20.04eeciess bases dae esvieee¥ieeseths ees Shapiro 
CROVGE FE DetIOEs TOOTS: onc cvs cadarseeosaueouesess ... Robbins 
oe rrr rer rr rrr Tri ry ee eee ee Select 
a Ue. i ere rr rer ea reins ea Feist 
CTE SO TAG 1 BEF LO ioc dcc cc ce sccceecscivecdess Robbins 
WWFOS Fy TRB ic ccc cccdccdrcccccescccctcegsoccesedoss Santly-Joy 
Ce Ps ED a vad eb been 646 6004 204aa deb euneet Morris 
*Moonlight and-Shadows .......... SP Pe ee ee oem Popular 
Phe COrt TEMS TORE. DAWA i cinccd csc ccccscacecaces Chappell 


+ Indicates stage production song. 


osae eso GRIT 


Chappell 


The 








Musician Sentenced 





Cleveland, May 25 
Frank Hesidence, 


dance band leader and director of 


the 107th Cavalry band of the Ohio | 
National Guard, was sentenced last | 
here to| 


week by a federal judge 
serve two and a half years in 
Lewisburg (Pa.) 


the 
penitentiary for 


|}embezzling around $700 by padding 
| the band’s payroll. 


the | 


commission this week a trade con-| 


ference on the pact will be held in 
New York the week after next. 
Tentative date cited by the commish 
is June 10. 

Group that called on the FTC last 
week consisted of John G. Paine, 
who quit the chairmanship of the 
MPPA to become gen. mgr. 
American Society of 
Authors and Publishers, Harry Fox, 
newly appointed MPPA gen. megr., 


of the | 
Composers, | 


E. B. Marks, Sam Fox and an asso- | 


ciate of Joseph V. McKee, 
counsel. 





MPPA | 


CHESTER COHEN PUSHED 
‘YOU’ INTO NO. 1 SPOT, 





Leo Feist, Inc., nas succeeded in 
taking a tune out of ‘Top of the 
Town’ (U), and raising it to top 
place among song-film performances. 
Song is ‘Where Are You?’ Through 
a mathematical error, due to a 
checker failing to count a Charley 
Dornberger playing, the number did 
not get the No. 1 rating it had won 
on the ‘most played’ list for the week 
ending May 15. 

Chester Cohen, professional man- 


| the seriousness of the offense. Judge | 


Hesidence pleaded guilty to 
charges, saying his actions were 
‘silly’ and that he did not realize 


S. H. West retorted it was too seri- 
ous, fining him $500 in addition to 
serving time. 

Bandleader was accused of listing 


| several mythical musicians on pay- 


| michael have peddled another song | 
‘I Met Him in| 


ager of Feist, is credited with push-| 


ing the song to the pinnacle against 
real odds by an intensive exploita- 
tion of all plug avenues. 








Three Years to Catalog 


164 Pages of Copyrights 





Mills Music, Inc., has put out a 
164-page catalog listing copyrights it 
controls which have been assembled 
from 1896 to 1937. In the book's clas- 
sification of ‘Yearly Song Hits.’ as 
applied to the Mills catalog from 
year to year, ‘Sweet Rosie O'Grady’ 
heads the list for 1896, while ‘Organ 
Grinder’s Swing’ is rated as the No. 
1 song for 1936. 

Compilation of the catalog, which 
took three years, was directed by 
Mack Stark, Louis Schwartz and 
Harry Godfrey. 





Professional Men’s Fete 


Installation of the new officers of 
the Professional Men, Inc. at the 
Astor last Friday (21) was accom- 
panied by a banquet and a speech by 
Gene Buck. Following were the in- 
Stalled: 

Mose Gumble, pres.: Rocco Vocco. 
Ist v. p.; Joe Santly, 2d v. p.: 





Bob | 





Miller, 3d v. p.; Irving Tanz, treas- | 


urer; Michael Schloss, financial sect.: 
Louis E. Schwartz, recording sect.: 
Dave Kent, sergeant-at-arms: Mack 
Stark, Jules von Tilzer, Chester 
Cohn, Danny Cameron and Jack 
Richmond, board of governors, and 
Jonie Taps, Johnny White. Sam 
Smith, Elmore White and Charles 
Warren, board of trustees. 


roll, taking their pay checks, en- 
dorsing and then cashing them him- 
self, 





Music Notes 


Joe Keit has joined the New York 
professional staff of the Joe Morris 
Music Co, 








Helen Meinardi and Hoagy Car- 


to Paramount titled 





Paris.’ Ditty will be published by 
Famous, 

Connie Boswell will do a song 
specialty in Paramount's ‘Artists | 


and Models.’ 





Vincent Lopez orch doing record- 
ings with Yoshi Fujiwara, Japanese 
tenor, who will warble in Japa- 
nese to Americanized arrange- 
ments of native tunes, 





Marty Aréen cleffing Fanchon & 
Marco shorts for Radio. 





David Rubinoff’s ‘Banjo Eyes,’ 
piano composition dedicated to 
Eddie Cantor, will be published by 
Carl Fischer. 





Eddie Lane’s band replaced Jo- 
seph Zatour at the Shelton ho- 
tL A. ¥, 





Tyson’s Radio Pow-wow 





Representatives from NBC, Co- 
lumbia, Mutual and the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters held a 
lengthy session with Levering Tyson, 
of the Advisory Council on Radio in 
Education, yesterday afternoon 
(Tuesday), discussing further ways 
and means of co-operation between 
the two groups. Plans embrace spe- 
cial broadcasts and the financing by 
radio of a survey oa the topic of 
loudspeaker education. 

Broadcasters at the meeting were 
John Royal, Frederic Willis, of CBS; 
Fred Weber, Mutual gen. mgr., and 
James W. Baldwin, NAB managing 
director, 


EXCHANGE OF JOBS 
Chicago, May 25, 
Herb Lutz of the local Famous 


music office goes to the Coast next 
week to take charge of the Holly- 





wood branch of the E, B, Marks 
firm. 

He replaces Walter Donovan, 
who, strangely enough, comes to 


Chi to fill the vacancy left in the 





Famous staff here by Lutz’ depar- 
ture. 


of Akron, O., | 


(WILLIE HOROWITZ TO 
| NEW YORK FOR KEEPS 


Chicago, May 25. 





Willie Horowitz, who has been 
chief of the local Robbins office for 
several years, goes to New York in 


two weeks to become professional 
the Miller firm, Rob- 


| bins subsidiary. Horowitz will offi- 


| manager for 


cially take over his new job on 
June 21, 
Benny Goldberg of the Robbins 


| office in Boston in Chi to take 
| charge here. Music row reps and 
the band leaders tossing a farewell 
party and shindig for Horowitz, who 
is sticking here until the Bernie 
Cummins orchestra opening at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel. 


Joe Venuti stays at the Nicolett 
hotel, Minneapolis, until July for 
CRA. 















Announcing 
Three Big Song Hits 
from “SING AND BE HAPPY” 
The New 20th Century-Fox 
Musical 


‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
‘What A 
Beautiful Beginning’ 
‘Travelin’ Light’ 





| 


|r” MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO. Sole Agents 
1250 SIXTH AVENVE 


NEW YORK 











ELLINGTON 


LEADS OFF THE 1937 
SEASON WITH A 
TERRIFIC DOUBLE 
TWO MELODIC 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO TIN PAN ALLEY 








EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 














WARREN AND DUBIN 
TOP THE LIST WITH 


SEPTEMBER 
IN THE RAIN 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1250 Sixth Ave., BCA Bidg., N. ¥. | 
| CHABLIB WARREN, Prof. Msr. 


























WHE 


SHED BY 


“see eeneaenr ren ee 


PUBL JOE DAVIS, 





N TWO 


AMERICA’S LATEST FOX-TROT BALLAD SUCCESS 








LOVE EACH OTHER 


(JUST AS YOU AND 1) 
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a | 


deduct a 
mission for itself before passing on 


1 : Ss 
. the royalties to the member writers. 

It is also understood that publish- 

ers will not enter into bulk deals for 


their sync rights with picture studios 
_ without first consulting the SPA. 
ae Term of the contract will be for ove: 
Dispute Over Transcription three years, and will in every way 


ev Sync Rights Looks apply only to SPA member:. 
a 


Attempt to settie the question of 
Practically Settled mechanical rights ownership was 


undertaken by the committee of rep- 
resentative pubs the day (19) after 
the SPA council announced its in- 
tention of assuming the right to 
license the works of its own mem- 


SPA proposes to 








50% TO SPA 


Peace between writers and pub-] June 1. As it later developed it was 
a case of the SPA demanding the 
whole thing and settling for a fair- 
some increase over the status quo. 

Among those informed by the SPA 
of its intention to assume the com- 
plete right to license mechanical re- 
productions on compositions turned 
over by SPA members to publishers 
after June 1 were picture producers. 
The copyright committee of the 
Hays office discussed this proposed 
move at a special meeting last week 
and although the committee, com- 
posed of copyright lawyers for the 
various film companies, expressed it- 
self as disturbed by the legal com- 
plication which the issue threatens, 
no line of action was adopted. 


Calmer View 


lishers on the synchronization and 
transcription rights issue was indi- 
cated laie yesterday (Tuesday ) when 
a committee. of representative pub- 
lishers and a delegation from the 
Songwriters Protective Association 
got together on a tentative agree- 
ment making the latter association a 
party to the distribution of royalties 
mechanical 


collected from these 


rights. Agreement will be submitted 
tc the publishing industry and to the 
SPA council for approval. 
Under the proposed pact the pub- 
lichers will turn over 50° of what 
v collect from the syne and tran- 
ption rights to the SPA for the 
r, in turn, to split up among its 
1° nbers entitled to the royalties. 
vs reserve the right to deduct first 
’ debts due them from writers on 
Music Publishers Pro- 
‘tive Association will continue as 
> sole agency for the disposal of 
these rights and to deduct 10% for 
the licensing service. This agreement 
will affect only those works turned 
over to publishers by writers after 
June 1, 1937. 


Several major publishers were for 
engaging the SPA in a court fight 
and also wholesale rejection of SPA 
members’ new works unless they in- 


rights, 


vances, 
find out what their grievances were 
and what they wanted. At the sec- 
ond get-together last Friday (21) it 
became evident that the SPA spokes- 
men were not in harmony among 
themselves as to what they wanted. 


a? 


a te. that the writers be . 
the monies collected from transcrip- 

New arrangement will constitute 
something of a gain in income for 
the writers. Under the old contracts 
writers of production numbers col- 
lected 50% of whatever was derived 
from the sale of syne and tran- 
scription rights. while the authors of 


— 


share be turned over to the SPA for 
distribution. 


this arrangement as long as the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion was allowed to continue to de- 
duct 10% as agent in the disposal of 
the rights to users. 

After Caesar remarked that it was 
the SPA’s plan to deduct 5% for its 














From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


Starring DICK FORAN 
THE GREATEST WESTERN BALLAD money. 
| iN YEARS It became evident 


course of last week's two confer- 
ences that the heads of the SPA are 
determined to devise some system of 


collection that will serve to fatten 


the association’s exchequer. 
councilmen pointed out that the as- 
M. WITMARK & SONS 
| 1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
| 


Young, 


murred. Young was against any- 





if possible, 
dent of the organization. 

Besides Caesar and Young the SPA 
has been represented in these con- 
ferences by Sam Lewis, George W. 
Myer and Abe! Baer, while the pub- 
lisher delegation consisted of A. M. 
Wattenberg, chairman; 
stein, Jack Bregman and 


lawyers, its general overhead and, 
- Douglas. 


sociation needs money 
CHARLIE WARREN, Prof, Mer. Walter 




















~ GORDON and REVEL Click Again! 


in 20th Century-Fox’s ““WAKE UP AND LIVE” i 
Featuring Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


NEVER INA MILLION YEARS IT’S SWELL OF YOU 
THERE’S A LULL IN MY LIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
I'M BUBBLING OVER 
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| 
1] 
Robbins Music Corporation ® 799 7th Ave. New York 
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T pop or stock works got only 33 1-3%. | 
For the former class of writer the | 
final amount might be less, since the 


com- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
=! 
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bers as placed with publishers after | 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 

WJZ and WABC are computed 

for the week from Sunday 

through Saturday (May 16-22). 
Carelessly 

* There’s a Lull in My Life 

* Never in a Million Years 
Love Bug Will Get You 

* Where Are You? 

September in the Rain 

It Leoks Like Rain 

They Can’t Take That Away 
Sweet Leilani 

Too Marvelous for Words 
Let’s Call Whole Thing Off 
That Foolish Feeling 

They All Laughed 

Dream Ranch 

You and Me That Used to Be 
Wake Up and Live 

Blue Hawaii 

Was It Rain? 

How Could You? 

It’s Swell of You 

Boo Hoo 

* Sweet is the Word for You 
When Two Love Each Other 
Maybe 
You're Precious to Me 

* Indicates filmusical song. 

+ Production Number, 
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ASKS CAESAR 


cluded concession of the mechanical 
but calmer viewpoints pre- | 
vailed and a committee was appoint- | 
ed to meet with SPA councilmen to | 


REFUND $650 


Gilbert & 
instructions 


Francis Gilbert, of 
Gilbert, has received 
from Francois Salabert, French pub- 
lisher, to bring suit against Irving 
Caesar unless the latter returns the 
$650 he got from Salaber for the 
continental rights to ‘Is It True What 


| They Say About Dixie?’ Salabert's 


Irving Caesar, SPA prez, suggested | 
alloted half of | 


tion and sync licenses and that their | 


Pubs on the committee | 
said that they had no objection to | 


| 


| 


| 


an SPA councilman, de- | 
thing that would bring him less | 


during the | 


SPA | 


to pay its | 


claim is founded on the allegation 
tha’ Chappell Co., Ltd., published the 
same number in France while under 
the impression that the foreign rights 
which it obtained to ‘Dixie’ included 
French territory. 

As publisher of ‘Dixie’ Caesar 
made a deal with Chappell in March. 
1936, whereby that London outfit was 
granted foreign publication rights 
without territorial limitation. For 
the rights to ‘Dixie’ and ‘The 


distribution service to members, Joe | Rooster’s Crowing’ Caesar got an ad- 


vance of $1,000 from Chappell. Sala- 
bert closed for the rights to ‘Dixie’ 
in France, Spain, Holland, Luxem- 
bourg and other continental coun- 
tries on Aug. 18, 1936, 

After Chappell had put out a 
French version of ‘Dixie’ Salabert 
protested that he held the rights to 
the tune. Following a considerable 
exchange of letters between the two 
foreign pubs, Chappell informed 
Salabert that it was prepared to 


' settle the controversy by letting the 


the salary of the presi- | 


latter have the tune. Salabert re- 


| sponded that he was no longer inter- 


Louis Bern- | 


ested, since the sale of ‘Dixie's’ sheet 
music had run its course. Salabert’s 
next move was to demand reimburse- 
ment of his money from Caesar. 





-HOTELMEN HUDDLE ON 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


SOCIAL FUNCTION PLEA 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
Arthur Murray, manager of Barc- 
lay Hotel and prez of local Hotel- 
men’s Association, has called meet- 
ing of exec board of latter org Thurs- 
day to consider demands of Musi- 
cians’ Local, 


Tooters are asking that no non- 
union musicians be allowed to work 
at functions in the hotels. They 
threaten to picket any hotel which 








| dance bands to desist from the prac-|the tune. To get 
| tice of slipping into their bro adcast | into a program the 


| work's program department. 


| force its regulations on the number bens bluepenciled on the 


Lead-In Strains for Plug Credit; 
CBS Warns Remotes on Practice: 
Last-Minute Publisher Pressure 


CBS last week warned nsec, {am for so-and-so’s performance of 
these few bars 
plugger has to 
| work at high pressure. He 
|makes it a_ last-minute 


pleading with the 


repertoires any tunes which have 
not been cleared through the net- 
What 


usually 
contact, 
band leader or 





| the web had reference to particular- quartet arranger that he is sorely in 
| ly were the few bars to a song which | need of that plug 
| leaders interpolate into a program . er 
the last imu as a favo1 ‘to some Confiction 
professional contacteer. Network is rarely informed of the 
Network order was prompted by | proposed use of the few strands if 
| something other than a wish to en- | /t were, the chances are that it would 


ground that 
current | Some other band had received ap- 
evening proval to use the tune within the 


of broadcasts permitted a 
pop release during the 


stretch. It is afraid that a band will | prescribed period. Webs try to keep 
play a number which is not covered | CUrrent releases from being over- 
by the web's performing rights played by allowing but one broid- 


cast of such tune during every two 
to four hours. 

As far as the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
is concerned, some credit is given 
for this type of plug, although there 
has been considerable’ agitation 
among indie pubs to disregard the 
few strains performance altogether 
and impose a rule allowing for no 
royalty credit unless at least half a 
tune’s chorus has been used. 


CROSBY RAISES $3,000 
FOR JOE SULLIVAN 


Holly wood, May 25. 
Benefit for Joe Sullivan at Pan 
Pacific Auditorium, Sunday, 
stricken pianist $3,000. Some 14 new 
bands participated in five-hour 
swing concert, 


licenses. 

Hollywood studios with publishing 
house affiliations are beginning to 
get privy to a device that the latters’ 
professional departments commonly 
use in the drive to get No. 1 place 
on the weekly most played lists for 
a picture tune. This common resort 
is that of getting a broadcasting band 
or vocal group to include a couple 
bars of the melody in the repertoire. 
On the reports from which these 
weekly capitulations are compiled 
the few strains count as a plug, but 
it’s a plug that means nothing to the 
exploitation of the film or the sale 
of sheet music. 

Interpolation of the few strains is 
seldom announced on the air, and 
the event would escape the com- 
pilers of the report if the song plug- 
ger concerned didn’t take the pre- 
caution of calling up in advance and 
asking the checking service to watch 


netted 





Event was promoted by Bing 
Crosby for his former accompanist 
now in Monrovia Sanitarium, 








doesn’t come to an agreement with | 














them. 


| copyright legislation has previously 
| been passed by Congress. 





BUMPY IN | ueptpecoacooe 
SNATE es 


(From ‘Sea Legs’ ) 


YOU'RE PRECIOUS 
__TO ME 


A-HUNTING I WILL GO 


Although no organization directly 
concerned with the commercial side P 
of copyright spoke in favor of the J 
bill at the recent hearings, the 
Duffy measure seeking to make this 
country a member of the Berne Con- 
vention is expected to be approved 
by the U. S. Senate’s foreign rela- 
tions committee. Dominant belief is 
that it will not be passed by the 
Senate this time. 


Only advocates of the bill during 
the current session of Congress was 
former Registrar of Copyright Sol- 
berg and delegates from learned 
societies. Motion picture industry as 
a whole and spokesmen for broad- 
casting took the position that there 
was nothing to be gained by entry 
into the convention until proper 


IT’S HIGH TIME 


WHAT A HEAVENLY 


~ Two ROCKING CHAIRS 


STARDUST ON THE 
— MOON | 
IF WE HAVE A 
RAINY SUNDAY 
Orchestrations 50c each 


or 4 ase ” % 
had 

4 : 
RADIO CITY «+ N.Y. 














With pleasure we announce a great musical score from MGM's 
forthcoming production FEATURING THE MARX BROTHERS 


‘“‘A DAY AT THE RACES’ 


The swell score, by Gus Kabn, Kaper and Jurmann follows: 


TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY 
A MESSAGE FROM THE MAN IN THE MOON 
ALL GOD’S CHILLUN GOT RHYTiM 
BLUE VENETIAN WATERS 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION e@ = 799 7th Ave., New York 











"AMERICA’S Wisc FOX-TROT BALLAD SUCCESS 


WHEN Two LOVE EACH OTHER 


PUBLISHED BY JOE DAVIS, INC. 


(JUST AS YOU AND I) 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YekK 
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| PB VARIETY DANCE TOURS y, May 26, 19: ST Wedne 
4 —_— SS —— -— - rs ss a 
| | CASTLE FARMS DATES 
f rd IJ Sounds Wrong ell 
ame all ever a a soapinite Consolidated Penetrates Spot With 
Larry Shea and Jimmy Eaton Lew Brown, Clyde McCoy 
|| have written a theme song for ERR : , 
coters ertur é the bookies and Mills Music, Consolidated Radio Artists has cu ( 
as ampus 3 Inc. is doing the publishing. into another nice midwestern spot 
Title is ‘Thank the Horses.’ for a couple of its bands during the 
I o,° . Number is billed as a novelty summer months with signaturing of 
: on rices love ditty Lew Brown and Clyde McCoy for 
| ll orl 1eS rown se Castle Farms, Cincinnati. a 
Brown opens June 21 to remain Chiselin: 
a . SALT LAKE CITY until July 4. MeCoy follows on July | - agents W 
, ; | 5, staying until July 11 after which | Spokane, May 25 ith one | 
Palo Alto, Calif., May 25. creased prices, while the Associated ; he moves to the Graystone ballroom, | ae 4 x ¥ ay 25. pace nas 
ee ea s,, | Students’ manager envisions class ad - preem July 14. Brown is Nightly radio oroadcasts of Billy 
What has been going on in the Detroit for preem , Siniih tn his Wistitand on Frey ; 
; t ive years nd | and club treasuries drained by the ossibility for the Meadowbrook, | McDonald and his ignianders has ing 
East for the past five years aroun hig fees collected by the name an ‘edar Grove, N. J. around | caused a change in the dance policy regulating 
college dances is just beginning to ~a s ‘ampus leaders are con- faa pte siesta RS C8 k | at Natatorium Park. To make the Measure, 
be felt at Stanford University and | ™aestro Campus leaders a July 18 when owner-maeestro Fran cmaadie 
be felt at Staniore — ; inced that ev allv dane ill : ; : : ve five-cent dances profitable. the or- Gover 
ee Per aer : gl > the west-| Vinced that eventually no dance w! Dailey exits again for the road. i eh 
corti Age = Ra se yee re be a click unless a topliner orchestra chestra played short snappy numbers cluding 
coast Demand among the col ae eae So fs Aesigy wrsgte f —_- | that didn’t register favorably with fall by Ut 
legians for top name bands pushed 'S the attraction. So far evel - re Salt Lake City, May 235. er igneonay Seale : rid the st 
the. campus orchestras almost com-| With name orchestra has paid for it-| gunmer danceries in and around | te Pa Upbeat , The ac! 
pl2tely out of the picture. About self even though admissions have Salt Lake City open on Decoration | | So Nat management is now charg- or inte 
all they are now getting to play are | been upped to $2.50 and $3.50 for pay with out-of-town bands out-} eae ing general 0 omg and dances rival We 
- » ° a 7 > , « ‘ : “it 3 | ger « . € 
the smaller fraternity and club! Jimmy Dorsey and \ incent ba , numbering home-town cleffers. Car- | (Continued from page 44) | are longer, smoother. whole-he 
dances and out of this predicament | 4nd to $8.50 in the case o nil | vel Craig orchestra steps in at Hotel | . se a licensed : 
~ has come vigorous squawks. Harris, Utah’s Starlite Gardens. Hotel spot) replacing ae ee ce | Jam Garber will play for seniors Its stro 
Campus combinations have gained } Prices will have three price scales in meet | stays until Guy ombardo re Ss lof University of Michigan, Com- ment tha 
the sympathy of the Stanford ad- Dean of Women at Stanford de- this year. On Mondays, Tuesdays, 7s . mencement night, June 19, at annual tion that 
SOP ae LE hy ‘ ' wie ke ieee) Wednesdays and Thursdays, admish| Nye Mayhew opens the Glen! ._. : betae Mie 1 
miuistration Latter sees ‘Stanford clares that increased ticket prices : . a ie | Senior Ball, in Ann Arbor, Mich. on no ma 
| nea der in-!| keep out the poorer students. Mean- | Per persons will be 50 cents; Fridays, | Island Casino, Larchment, N. Y., | ptain a 
democracy tottering unde! wrte 4 a ie a gc sited Pe al 75 cents and on Saturdays, $2 a! May 27. Hal Kemp plays the three | ~ 0 “77 4 
i nee <a 3 couple. Craig's outfit hails from San! day weekend opening on alternating ROY SON GS M ’ 
most outstanding of current names, ‘ : : — a big New 
Francisco and filled a 13-week en-} pasis. 5 
and getting them. a fg ae scree \: ib he artists he 
Presents oe oo, gagement In same spot ast year. “ —_—— cheepskit 
‘ , ail to Oe York think | Carol Lofner will be at Saltair, Johnny Long’s orch set for sea- RUSTY HINGE sn : 
ae ee mane pect Sie ‘aa Mheas Page .| with pre-season dance skedded for] son's engagement at Cavalier Beach weeks, 
“- kon om ae the ‘tation. Satan | Saturday (29) and regular season} Cjub, Virginia Beach, beginning Swing Fox-trot oa : 
I F tie acca tile Siren “he 5 pus | opening on May 31. Verdi Breinholt,| yay 29. ne . N 272. large cl 
THE LI LE | orchestras will continue 0 find | home-town leader with a band com- | = opiemanieanaey Decea Rec ore Ne. 1273-4 licensing 
— ware - ae ee aro | posed of Coast musicians, break in at} @haries Stenross band into Deshler ; rules lai 
areung Weir eve Dal Ay . ae | Lagoon. | Wallick. Columbus, May 28, re- WE CAN T G0 ON ment of 
will remain an important source) Johnny Peterson, uke playing | shana ie aor ing ther 
=o thy . 2 | placing Billy Baer. 
of organized dance units. As things/ maestro, will lead band at Old Mill, | side jumped 
stand in the band business to- | canyon resort, While Wally Williams’| jimmie Lunceferd scheduled for THIS WAY hired ta 
day many important money COM-!pband will be retained at Rendezvous, | hag: a ‘olum- leased it 
. . : ; : : one-nighter at Valley Dale, Colum 
binations have a campus  back- | Hotel Utah beer drinking spot. Ethel|}..< Mav 29 Torch Ballad To col 
ground. Among them are Fred|price, femme leader, moves in Club = : : Le eae ‘contrac! 
Waring, Hal Kemp, Ted Weems and |! Heidelberg. with all dame band. B é rae ; h 
hs ae ernie Cummins’ band opened two Walt ith a New Twist: prove hi 
VIENNA DREAMS | Kay Kyser. | Once again, patrons at any of the| |. 4). engagement on Hotel Claridge A Waltz wi w bling al 
‘ | | above dance spots will be unable to| pooe Memphis, Thursday (20). ON A LITTLE SHIP and acc 
obtain liquor, with beer being the) ; or indire 
THE ALL-GIRL COLORED BAND |=" nee Teremment een al George Hamilton into Hotel Pea- ILING THE SEA be sent 
or am | body. Memphis. Engagement at SA As th 
MERRY G0 ROUND HEADS INTO DIXIE eo. ee Holly wood, follows. agents ¢ 
= ry are tho: 
BROKE DOWN FRISCO STRIKE HITS | Erie Peterson’s band leaving | dumm ROYusic; CO. — their ov 
| Reese Du Pree, operator of the Wright's tavern, Plainville, Conn., | a6 | BROADWAY. NEW YORK. N.Y, | ment p 
colored Strand ballroom in Phila-| WALDMAN, AL KAVELIN +34 stands in Norfolk and Richmond, | on = = semblin 
delphia, has taken Harlem Plavygirls. | iethe on 
| ? ad # ATIN ’ THIS first all-colored girl band, for a seis expense 
barnstorming through the South and | ae San | Fran ancisco, May 25. | Artie Mayno’s orchestra signed for | mission 
a Midwest Strikebound for three weeks,|S. S. Mayflower, New York-Bridge- | The New Cott "1 rectly.’ 
WAITI N ARO HH] ND ; ; eile: hte Wate , two local orchestras left town) port excursion tub, this summer. a a SD See 
Band, out of Minneapo - 7 tire! over last weekend. They are Al WH ERE 
handled by pa Pree on 6 age | Kavelin’s, from the Mark Hopkins, Fats Waller one-nights Sunday | The | 
basis. ne ~~ _— ’  Paaeairs |and Herman Waldman’s, from the | (30) at Roton Point park, South | is THE SUN? dustry, 
THE MOON iS ih and lining up the dates, althoug | Sir Francis Drake. Kavelin goes to Norwalk, Vie Gil 
not owning. Milwaukee. Waldman to Houston. | | OLD PLANTATION with t 
TEARS TONIGHT Joe Reichman’s band, which was | Ben Pollack band, on tour, stopped | demanc 
/ : . playing at the Fairmont Hotel until | off for one night at Trianon, Seattle, signed 
From WB Prod., “Kid Galahad” | Consolidated Sets String hotel employees went on strike, will | Tuesday, May 18, and got nice tak- | TK Comedy Sensation of 1937 go to 1 
ii ~ Into Million Dollar Pier depart for the South sometime this ings. oday | Am a Man one to 
\ week. Reichman has a deal on the | VvLL NEVER TELL YOU which 
“READY ieamteek AND ABLE” CRA sewed up the Million Dollar | fire with the Hotel Ambassador for| Ben Pollack orchestra back In} 1 LOVE YOU Tom K 
i ; ; a r . Pier, Atlantic City, N. J., with book-| a return engagement to the Cocoa- | Hollywood after doing a series of | decctieal at Lave Qn ers, an 
T00 MARVELOUS ing of its name bands during the sea- | nut Grove. one-night stands through the north- : must 
son from July 1 to Labor Day. Spot west. Serenade In the Night mission 
H FOR wo RDS has an NBC wire this year. | wages 
Bands set are Jan Savitt, Johnny H | M R Glenn Miller does the Raymor | room a 
: Hamp, Clyde McCoy, Clyde Lucas, y ton ay eturn ballroom, Boston, first’ week of June | details 
Don Bestor, Harold Stern, Jack | = for Rockwell-O’Keefe. | In ¢ 
i HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. Denny and Russ Morgan. Majority| Possible that Jack Hylton, British | saat 
i MACK GOLDMAN, Prof, Mgr. are for a week’s stand. | maestro, will return for his second| Harry Rosenthal’s band at the'| not gi 
i visit to U. S. sometime this sum-| Versailles, N. Y. | or whe 
: mer. Matter depends on whether or | of the 
: ae — ere | not he can be cleared through im-| Tom Gentry current at Graystone | 
Waller Into Deep Dixie | migration authorities and also on)! ballroom, Detroit. | pnd 
i | matter of an engagement. | . 
4 Fats Waller starts a tour of the Band is under management con- Dick Fidler doing a one-niter se- T - N AWAY hy or 
South in early June for Hai ry Moss | tract to MCA, but there was some | ries for CRA, | YOU CAN’ lJ x 
‘ y : . e 
via an arrangement with Phil Ponce, | ill feeling between both ends last : - FROM LOVE Donight THE tenet 
And Now The New Waller's manager, Opener is on | year. Hylton is reported to have re-| Earl Sodahl’s band at Radisson ho- | $ as 
yp Novelty Song Sensation June 4 at V. M. I. annual cotillion | turned home in a huff. MCA is now | tel, Minneapolis, has added Jani | g der 4 
That Is Stopping All Shows! dance. | looking for a spot to place him, with | Green for vocals. | Wan NOW Sf pS 
’ Aft th Sie Dixie band | Drake hotel, Chicago, one of the. ; Cc niterie 
‘ ; — ree wee in Dix ‘| more likely prospects because of his Chick Webb begins a five-week | Penns 
j TH E 0 RGAN treks north to New England for an- | success there last year one-niter tour f CRA THE SONG OF THE MARIN $ by au 
i} 3 other short play of the Yank terri- bose May 25, xi or mY tet SHOVIN: MONT OFF AGA NO to pre 
1 tory before taking a week's vacation. | ay 29. Exits Savoy ballroom, N. Y * G low @ 
| THE MONKEY | , | A 
i | Aragon $ CRA Week yr Haymes and Les Brown band | CAUSE MY BABY SAYSITS SO r4 te 
il + . ‘ 
al | Tom Gentry 4 Singers ; set fey Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, . 
1 AND ME’ ee - Conn., weeks of June 6 and 15. re- | THE LADY WHO COULONT R 
i Chicago, May 25. | CR Chicago, May 25. spectively. BF KISSED S| 
| P prs A finally cracked the Aragon we § rf 
i| A SMASH HIT Opening at Graystone ballroom. | ballroom, Chicago, with a solid| Ferde Grofe flies west to d * E u 
i! ON EVERY PROGRAM ! Detroit, May 21, Tom Gentry a band | week’s booking for Ina Ray Hutton, | at Hollywood Bowl June 21. es HA\ ie 
| aie See ne new versiisis, Hell Sune 12 | RB NIGHT OVER SHANGHAIR 
i ‘SAM FOX qencron, %0 + gene A aetede |. It’s the first full week engagement! Charlie Barnett plays H 3 . \P 
| NY and Helen Parks, both from stafl| for any CRA band at the ultra dance | at P ¥ ee 
A} PUBLISHING COMPA of WJJD, Ralph Atlass indie here | spot and the first wiel band to go in | rinceton, N. J., June 5, CWARLES WARREN Pra!’ Tigr ; Roa 
1380 StRTH AVENUE Deal set by local Consolidated | ¢,. ee ee ee fhe a ie York 
ip ACA BUILO an a city actin . Artishe: ae ee gut played a Nett Golden stays at the Brass REMICK MUSIC CORP.N.Y.C. with 
- NEw rere last year. Rail. N. Y., through June. AN AR PAD EE EE SEE OLGA th 
if ————— | At same time CRA entered its first . —_—__— es 
: w | major Hollywood spot with signing | _— 
iG P : ; ” of Jack Pettis’ ; oca- | ow 
; ; Hits from the RKO Radio Picture, “NEW FACES OF 1937 peggy Be pel inde, pope Troca FLASH v__were’s the Long-Awaited Score by JOK YOUNG and FRED yet ti 
H | | eecialiiaaaann ueAnmnrdins ‘ kK. AHLERT for BEN MARDEN'’S “RIVIERA FOLLIES of 1937” ing S 
it OUR PENTHOUSE ON THIRD AVENUE |) panied Rosit 
ii Fitzpatrick at Jantzen THE IM Als 
) LOVE IS NEVER OUT OF SEASON Porn Ore May 28 AGE OF YOU ls 
oe | Eddie Fitzpatrick’s band is a week 
it | popular biz-getter at Jantzen Park ’ on ¢ 
i IT GOES TO YOUR FEET Ballroom. Fitzpatrick built up quite | M HAPPY DARLING DANCING WITH You Wast 
ty By Lew Brown and Sammy Fain a rep in Coast broadcasts and is N. J 
i here to stay two weeks. dowr 
{ HE WIDOW IN LACE = NEW FACES |). #229 860i tom, eH Wy = 
i OT aS. PPOORWILL IN A WILLOW TREE = 
+ My Walter Bullock and Harold Spina By Charles Henderson _— Su 
“ Leo’s Spirits of Rhythm filling in e a 
LEO FEIST, Inc. * 1629 BROADWAY * NEW YORK Hil p,- exiting Stull Smith crew at the (ff LEO FEIST, Inc. 1629 BROADWAY * NEW YORK _ 
Onyx Club, N. Y. dinne 
Zonet meavet i t+ t -?% ye tt au tere s ° e . : 
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Agency Bill Passes 





Philadelphia, May 25. 
Chiseling, irresponsible, unlicensed 
agents were outlawed in Pennsy | 


“ one fell swoop last Wednesday 
yore when legislature put final okay | 
on Frey bill, amending act of 1929 | 
regulating employment agencies. 
Measure, which will be signed by 
Governor Earle this week, is con- 
cluding shot of campaign begun last 
fall by United Entertainers’ Assn., to 
rid the state of unscrupulous agents. 

The act, which has had incorpo- 
rated into it the best features of the 
rival Walsh-McGee bill, had 


licensed agents. 

Its strongest point is the require- 
ment that every person or corpora- 
tion that books talent in Pennsy— 
on no mater how small a scale—must 
obtain a license. Fee is $100. Thus 
MCA, Rockwell-O’Keefe and other 
big New York outfits, which place 
artists here, will have to obtain their 
sheepskins within the next few 
weeks, 

The bill brings into the fold a 
large class of agents who avoided 
licensing—and the strict attending 
rules laid down by the state depart- 
ment of labor and industry—by styl- 
ing themselves ‘contractors.’ They 


hired talent for their own use and 
leased it to proprietors of niteries. 


To come under the wire now as a 
‘contractor,’ the agent will have to 
prove he is a real producer, assem- 
bling all talent at his own expense 
and accepting no fees either directly 
or indirectly. Ail acts would have to 
be sent out as units. 


As the bill now reads, the only 
agents éxempted from its provisions 
are those ‘engaging talent for use in 
their own performances or entertain- 
ment producers and managers as- 
sembling, managing and directing 
their own performances at their own 
expense and who charge no com- 
missions or fees directly or indi- 
rectly.’ 


Triplicate Contracts 


The department of labor and in- 
dustry, which, through its agent here, 
Vie Girard, works in close harmony 
with the United Entertainers, will 
demand a triplicate contract form 
signed for every job. One copy will 
go to the agent, one to the act and 
one to the employer. This form, 
which is being worked out now by 
Tom Kelly, prexy of the Entertain- 
ers, and reps of the licensed bookers, 
must show name of act, salary, com- 
mission taken by agent, whether 
wages include transportation and 


room and board, and numerous other 
details, 


_ In cases where the contract form 
is not made out correctly and does 


ered to take an agent to court, 
where he is subject to a fine of $100 
to $1,000, or a year in jail, or both. 

Kelly was unsuccessful in an. at- 
tempt to have stricken from the -bill 
@ requirement that entertainers un- 
der 21 years of age cannot work in 
niteries. This has long been a 
Pennsy law, but has been winked at 
by authorities, Kelly said he hoped | 
to prevail on them to continue to al- | 
low actors under legal age to work, | 


as a high percentage of performers 
are between 18 and 21. =i 


| 


Surfside (L. 1.) Opening 
With Elaborate Setup 


Roadhouse season around New 
with — oe into action this week 
the § € opening Thursday (27) of 
St urfside, formerly the Sun and 
irl, at Atlantic Beach, Long Island. 
Yet trian one of the most elaborate 
ha a ina suburban spot, featur- 
Rosi ep Fields’ band, Benny Fields. 
sita and Fontana, and Paul Sydell. 
co, Scheduled to have opened 
week ant but now postponed a 
n- is Ben Marden’s new Riviera. 
Washi, other side of the George 
Shington Bridge in Englewood. 
Marden’s old spot burned 
howe proses fall, with the fact that the 
iestae cae isn't fully completed, 
Ing about the delay. 

— is making a unique offer 
oth tpchpace for $3 per patrons get 
dinne g Privileges at Atlantic Beach, 
¢r, dancing and the floor show.. 








down la 





the | 
whole-hearted support of the city’s | 


jumped the rules by claiming they | 


not give all necessary information, | 
or where there is any other violation 
of the act, the UE will turn over. 
the data to Girard, who is empow- | 


Pa. Legislature; 


Enforces Licensing, Outlaws Chiseling 





FULLER OPENING ANZAC 
TIME TO U. S. ACTS 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Fuller theatre circuit of Australia 
is Offering 12 weeks of vaude to 





available acts. New time 
booked by Bert Levey. 
| first stage opposition 
chain has had in years. 


that 


Sir Ben Fuller started planning a | 


vaude comeback in Australia follow- 
ing the big opening of the A. B. 
Marcus show in New Zealand, last 
month. 





INDIE DET. SPOT: 


DICKERING FOR 
OPERETTAS - 


Detroit, May 25. 
theatre, former RKO 
‘showcase now operated by Krim 
Bros., dickering for an ‘Opera Under 
| the Stars’ 


Downtown 


unit to supplement pix 


|during summer months. Manager 
Sam Carver is conferring with 
|Fortune Gallo, who. stages. the 


operettas for the Shuberts at Jones 
Beach, Long Island, every summer. 
If deal goes through, figured pre- 
| sentations would start about middle 
| of June and run through Labor Day. 
With unit already set for Toledo, 
operettas would -be jumped weekly 
between here and Ohio city. 
Operettas were tried at Navin 
baseball field a few years ago. Latter 
i venture, which ran for two seasons, 
wasn't an outstanding success, due 
| chiefly to bad breaks in weather and 
excessive outlay for stage hands, 
neccessitated by need for moving 
stage on and off diamond when 
Tigers baseball team played at home. 
Downtown has already signed for 
next fall’s session of San Carlo 
Opera Co., with tentative opening 
| date set for week of Oct. 2. Possible 
run will extend two weeks. San 
Carlo formerly played at idie houses 
here, but Downtown will suspend 
pix for duration of stand. 
} 








Dempsey Denies Quitting 
N. Y. Spot; Major Owner 


In answer to reports that he con- 
templated withdrawing from the 
N. Y. cafe bearing his name, Jack 
| Dempsey issued a statement to the 


effect that he is the controlling 
owner of the establishment and in- 
| tends remaining as such. Under- 
| stood that Dempsey controls 65% of 
| the enterprise, with Jacob Amron 
| having a smaller share, others also 
being interested. 


Dempsey explained that out-of- 
town engagements had kept him 
away from the cafe frequently dur- 
ing the winter and spring, but that 
such appearances are about over and 
he intends devoting much of his time 
to the place. 

Dempsey’s is claimed to have 
earned over $100,000, most of the 








coin being used to pay off on equip- | 


ment and fees to the fistic figure. 
Cafe is drawing on its own, dearth 
of stellar boxing shows at the Gar- 
den affording little support from that 
source. 





Rosenthal’s Orch Set 
For N. Y. Versailles 


Harry Rosenthal and his band will 
open at the Versailles, N. Y., night 


spot Thursday (27), contemplated 
Paris engagement being called off. 
Contract for a minimum of six 
weeks at the De Luxe, a night club 
in the French capital, was entered 
into with Edmund Sayag, but was 
snagged over financial matters. 

Pianist-leader asked for two weeks 
salaries and return transportation in 
advance, which was refused by 
Sayag. 


3,000-Capacity Colored 
Nitery Opens in Philly 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
New nite spot, said to be largest 
in world, opened here last week. 
Tagged 7-11 Club, cabaret seats 3,000 
patrons. 
Six bars operate continuously and 
there is a continuous all-colored 
show. Operated by Jimmy Toppi. 








is being | 
Marks the | 
Tivoli 


MUNICIPAL 
LEASE 


Indianapolis, May 25. 


Protests of clubwomen and _ re- 
form groups ended the proposed 
lease of the Municipal Gardens to 
Louis Howe, lawyer-maestro. Lat- 
ter had negotiated deal to operate 
place after dark as a nitery. Fact 
that liquor was to be served on 


premises stirred up storm. It raged 
for a week on page one here. 

Most quoted statement of the op- 
position was one of femme's re- 
marks: ‘We want the Municipal Gar- 
dens to be a decent place where de- 
cent women can meet without sitting 
on beer kegs.’ 


To which Lawyer Lowe answered 
via letter: ‘We are the victims rather 
than the advocates of the fact it is 
necessary to serve alcoholic bever- 
ages in order to operate a restaurant 
and night club successfully.’ 


THREE ACTS JOINING 
PEARCE GANG TREK 


Chaz Chase, Danzi 
Sammy Barton will augment Al 
Pearce’s Gang on the latter’s good- 
will coast-to-coast tour strictly for 
Ford dealers and their families. Cur- 
tis & Allen set the outside acts. 


It will be Barton's first appearance 
in the U. S. in 14 years, the comedy 
bicyclist having been in Europe that 
length of time. 

Pearce’s tour starts June 1 in De- 
troit, winding up June 29 in San 
Francisco. Will play only for the 
auto-sellers, their families and 
friends, with all shows gratis. 





Goodelle and 





Musicians Continue 
Picketing Philly Nitery 


Phildelphia, May 25. 

Members of Musicians’ Local con- 
tinued picketing of 20th Century 
nitery here this week as manage- 
ment continued in refusal to oust 
Barney Zeeman orch and _ install 
union outfit. Possibility loomed that 
waiters, bartenders and cooks, highly 
organized at the spot, may walk out 
in sympathy. 

Six pickets somewhat pared’ the 
weekend biz of the big mid-town 
spot. 








Garr, Cross and Dunn 
Set for Ky. Nite Spot 


Chicago, May 25. 
Eddie Garr, as m.c. and Cross and 
Dunn are set for the new Beverly 
| Hills Casino across the river from 
Cincinnati starting June 15. 
| Through the local Sligh & Tyrrell 
| offices. 





| Dancer’s $1,750 Award 


Chicago, May 25. 
Damages of $1,750 were awarded 
| Sally Warren, nitery dancer, in a 
|;suit she brought against Ilinois 
|Central Railroad. She charged that 
|'a sear, which resulted from injury 
received when riding on a train, 
| prevented her from wearing nitery 
costumes. 

| Case was tried in Circuit Court of 
Judge Roman E, Posanski. 


From Legit to Units 


| Teddy Hammerstein and Denis Du 
For are planning a vaude unit for 
next season instead of doing a play. 

Outfit 
way this season, ‘Howdy Stranger,’ 
which didn't show a profit. 


a 


ALCOHOL ENDS 





| 





tried one show on Broad-! at the Yacht Club here for an 


Confab of Nitery Ops 


With Philly 


Mayor Ends in Pyrotechnics; Lid On 





ELAINE BARRIE SIGNS 
FOR PIX HOUSE P. A.’S 


Elaine Barrie, ex-Mrs. John Barry- 
more, is 





teaming up with Harry 
Holman, vet vaude sketch-player, for 
picture house personals. First date 
set is through Paramount at the 


Michigan, Detroit, week of June 11. 


Vehicle will be one of Holman’s 
old favorites, ‘Hard-Boiled Hamp- 
ton.’ 


Miss Barrie, who divorced Barry- 
more a few weeks ago on the Coast, 
played a personal, but solo, at 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Nearly 500 operators of 
and other entertainment places, 
called to a meeting in Mayor S., 
Davis Wilson’s reception room Fri- 
day afternoon (21) for what was ex- 
pecied to be a peaceful lecture on 
what kind of shows they could and 
could not put on, were treated to a 
rare exhibition of fireworks instead. 
Excitement ended with the Mayor 
threatening to can the Director of 


niteries 


| Public Safety and Superintendent o1 


the | 


Orpheum, Los Angeles, a couple of | 


weeks ago. 


WB HOLDS PITT. 
VAUDE FOR 
SUMMER 





Pittsburgh, May 25. 

In view of a winning 
weeks extending last two 
months, Stanley, WB deluxer, is de- 
termined to keep vaude going right 
through the warm weather. Harry 
Kalmine, circuit's zone manager, is 
making regular trips east to line up 
talent, most of the time booking it 
on the cuff, but situation has eased 
up somewhat and house at the mo- 
ment has enough shows to last it 
through June and into early part of 
July. 

Shep Fields’ band is current, with 
‘St. Moritz Ice Ballet’ and Three 
Nonchalants coming in Friday (28) 
to be followed by a local amateur 
show, the Wilkens Hour on WJAS 
headed by Brian McDonald, Jerry 
Mayhall and Jock Logan. 

For week of June 11, Stanley has 
Benny Goodman's orch; June 18 is 
still temporarily open and June 25 
Ozzie Nelson brings his outfit back 
for second time within a year. For 
July 4th week, house is building 
an all-Hollywood show around Henry 
Armetta, Dixie Dunbar and Leon 
Janney. 

Kalmine is also dickering with 
Dick Stabile and his band, closing 
three-month stay here at William 
Penn hotel’s Chatterbox Thursday 
(27). Dance dates will keep Stabile 
busy well into summer, with chances 
that his Stanley date will come 
shortly before he returns to Chatter- 
box October 1 for the winter season. 


series of 


over 





Marian Marschante Dies 
In Spokane Auto Crash 


Spokane, May 25. 

Marian Merschante, 26,  nitery 
singer, was killed here Friday (21) 
in an auto accident. Miss Marschante 
was singing in the Dessert hotel's 
Roundup Room here. 

Nev Tanner, Roundup Room or- 
ganist, was driving the car from 
which the singer was thrown into 
the path of another machine when 
the two cars collided. Tanner was 
held on a technical charge of man- 
slaughter. 


Fay’s, Philly, Given 


One Week’s Respite. 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Fay’s theatre here, 
week be- 
weather 


was held open additional 
cause of hot biz and cool 
last week. 

House closes definitely this Thurs- 
day (27), according to manager Sid 
Stanley. 

Philly Actors’ Benefit 
Philadelphia, May 25. 


United Entertainers’ Assn., nitery 


| fully 





| 
| 





'skedded for shutters last Thursday, | ston. 


and vaude performers’ org here, will | 


give itself benefit show and dance 
June 15 in Moose Hall. 
Special permission for show was 
granted by Mayor Wilson. 
WALDRON IN CHI 


Chicago, May 25. 


Jack Waldron opens Friday +28) 
in- 

definite engagement. 
Comes from Hollywood Rest., N.Y. , 


Police if the city isn't rid entire}y 
of vice within a week. Niteries and 
other spots have put the lid down 
for 10 days as a result of the Mayor's 
orders. 

Mayor started things off peace- 
enough by telling the as- 
sembled owners that he wanted to 
make a ‘seven-day town of Phiily’ 
and inferred he wasn't going to 
bother anyone as long as they co- 
operated. He told of the conven- 
(ions he brought to town and how 
they helped the nitery bizness. 

Then he went into the type shows 
he wanted outlawed. He declared 
he would permit no exhibitions of 
lesbians, female impersonators or 
minors, He put the nix on papier 
mache decorations .and said _ all 
places must comply with rules of the 
fire marshal’s office. 

Then Hizzoner made a mistake. 
He asked if anyone had anything to 
say. Patrick J. McGee, counsel for 


| the Retail Liquor Dealers’ Associa- 


tion, arose. He said he represented 
half the liquor dealers in the city. 
Then he lammed into the police de- 
partment, He charged wholesale sale 
of liquor on Sundays, lewd shows 
and gambling at many tapperies. 
‘Not only is the Sunday sale of 
liquor widespread,’ he said, ‘but cer- 
tainly must be with the knowledge 
of the police. That's where Mayor 
Wilson threatened to fire the cops. 


Next day, representatives of the 
Liquor Dealers admitted to the 


Mayor that McGee was their coun-. 


sel, but denied he had any right to 
speak for them. They said they 
thought conditions in the city very 
good. The Mayor threatened to have 
McGee disbarred and demanded 
proof of his charges. McGee had a 
conference with the Mayor yester- 
day (Monday) in which he agreed 
to provide the proof. He is sailing 
for Ireland today (25). 


ROBINSON SET 
FOR DALLAS 
BOWL SOLO 


Bill Robinson has been signed by 
the Pan American-Greater 
Exposition, Dallas, as a free-act in 
the Cotton Bowl for two days begin- 
ning June 19. Colored dancer's sal- 
ary for the two-show engagement 
will be $2,500. 

June 19 is Emancipation Day, big- 
gest holiday for the colored race in 
the south, hence the Robinson book- 
ing. 

Cotton Bowl, seating nearly 60,000, 
is being used as bait by the expo to 
draw tourists and natives alike. Ad- 
mission is free, with the expo going 
in heavily for names. 

A previous booking for the Bowl, 
though following Robinson’s date, is 








Texas 


vaudfilmer | that of Jack Benny and Mary Living- 


Latter are skedded for three 
shows in three days starting July 3, 
at a total salary of $15,500. 


Dixieland Band Going 
On Tour of 1-Niters 


Dropping out of the Paramount, 
N. Y., early last week on holdover 
of ‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ 
(Par), because the management 
asked a 20% cut be taken, the Dixie- 
land Jazz Band is going out on a 
tour of one-nighters that will wind 
up with a six-week booking at the 
Ft. Worth Frontier Days Celebration 
starting June 27. 

Band leaves on the tour after a 
guest appearance on the P°n Bernie 
vic program June 8, 
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Wednesday, May 26, 














Nitery Reviews 





but that’s enough to line up standees 
to last until dawn. 


He does everything in 


CHEZ PAREE 


(CHICAGO) 





great 


Chicago, May 19. style. Carries drummer and pianist, 
Show started out as the poorest|and does couple comedy numbers 
Besides 


now it’s getting plenty of notice. |the fast gab and song, he demon- 
And all that was done was to switch | strates how he once committed may- 
the acts around a little and add! hem on a piano in Chinatown, N. Y. 
Jimmy Durante. Particularly the Girl 


line 
who has counted for so much 


is newly costumed, and 


Pr es- 


: | 

this spot has had in some time, but with the Chez line of girls. 
| 
latte! 


new scenery. 


‘ surrounded by 
: amolan « ike Fritzel . 
that wer a = — the run| emtly going in for more leg display 
fp at bn ~ y short for their| ta Is usual in Chez shows, but, 
‘ a < ( : ( ( . 
o urantes snov even so, it is doubtful that any 


particular benefit. At $3,500, he’s the | 
biggest bargain the Chez has ever 
had. As proof, it was impossible to 


cover-up campaigns will ever affect 
this spot 
girls is the best 


Coronation number by the | 


yet either a table or standing room - | 
vet either a table 4 4 t, + te th ‘lick of the | 
on Saturday and Sunday nights Next to Durante, the clic 
: a , show is provided by Cross and Dunn, 
Durante works only two shows, ng repé to is long and 
- lose song re *rioire S ns ali 
--, the » o'clock, and the midnight oe 
2 = bh: —_ . funny. Team scores solidly with 





every appearance, and they’re good 
for two engagements every year. 
Universal’s Jack Williams is an- 
|! other who’s causing ‘em to set down 
their forks. 
with plenty of personality, the boy 
gets his dances over in dandy style. 
Two other dance acts are on the bill, 





Now Appearing 


CLEO BROWN 
ROY ELDRIDGE 


And Band 


and White. First do ballroom 
tines in a clean-cut, almost 
class. Girl helps act plenty with het 
vardrobe. In the three shows night- 
ly, she never repeats a gown, using 
10 per evening. 


AT THE She might have a nice little talk 
sé H ” | with Thomas and White, the other 
Home of Swing team. This act does all types of 


swell, but doesn’t add 


stuff 


dancing, and 


In Chicago up to topline 


| so wardrobe. 
FAMOUS Also on the show are Barbara 


| Parks, fine rhythm singer, but better 
222 North State St. 


for radio than niteries, and Pierre 
Andre, whe announces show. 
is still Henry Busse’s, almost a show 
in itself, and doing a swell job for 
both dancing and acts. Loop. 


PICCADILLY ROOM 


(PHILADELPHIA) 
Philadelphia, May 19. 
Piccadilly Room, which opened 
here last week is new idea to Philly 
niteries. Ike Beifel continues white 
show girls in his upstairs rear por- 
tion of the large converted house, 
while Ben Rash has taken over front 
room on commission basis, named it 
Piccadilly, and installed a colored 
show. 
— : At one end of the room is medium- 
sized bar, at the other a small band- 
Show People All the World Over Will stand with a handkerchief-like dance 
Be Interested to Know That floor in front of it, and in the center 


THEIR are tables. Everything done in 
TAILOR chrome and leather, makes place at- 


(¥ormerly at 29, Wardour Street) a ae it isn't ultra-ultra, 
{s Now Located at More Commodious ’ - é : : . 

Premises at Opening show boasts Gladys Bent- 

75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue ley as headliner. She's very disap- 

PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. pointing. Just an oversized colored 

mammy, minus the mammy instinct. 














| AGENTS 


Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commisvions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
2°26 West 72nd St. New York. N. ¥. 
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BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 
Bryant 9-7800 


J. H. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 





because of so-| 


Band | 


| shouting 


Makes her appearance in purple silk 
dress suit and high hat, which is 
nice-looking enough, but not a lot 
else can be said for her. Her spe- 
cialty, of course, is blue songs. But 
what she offered when caught were 
apparently neither blue enough nor 
clever enough. 

Most than can be said of entire 
show is that it’s loud. Room is 
rather small and shouting by all the 
acts is guaranteed to whiff the ears 
a-plenty. This isn’t entirely out of 
place, however, with type of patrons 
Rash is attracting. Most of listeners 





at early morning shows are well} 
oiled and looking for gay time. They | 
take the noise for gaiety and are 
pleased. 





Tiny Bradshaw, m.c., is fairly sat- 
isfactory for type of place. He works 
hard and has a loud voice. Lula | 
Mae is a chirper with squeaky pipes | 


that meet with too much interfer 
ence in this intimate spot. Leah | 
White does some acrobatic terping 


with her skin painted to reflect the 
blue light. It’s a good number. Phil 
Scott is one of those singers and Ann | 
Lewis does some fair to middlin’ | 
Both are loud. Fats and} 


| Cora Green do patter songs that are 


Big, good looking, and | g 


John and Edna Torrence, and Thorne | 
° = | 
“oy | is very okay 
star | , , 


efinitely shady. Numbers are fairly 
clever and yank off good portion of 

applause 
Tooting is provided by four-piece 
outfit led by Johnny Hamilton and} 
Herb. 


HARLEM CASINO 
(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Pittsburgh's only colored spot con- 


| 


| tinues to work on a policy of quan- | 
| tity rather than quality, but it’s been 











profitable all season, and Lew Mer- 
cur, the operator, apparently 
no reason for changing. It’s been so 
successful, in fact, that the Casino 
remains one of the few niteries 
around still knocking down a cove 
charge and is making plans to in-| 
stall a cooling plant in order to stay 
open all summer. In past it’s been 
closed during warm months of June, | 
July and August. 

Seven acts, in addition to a chorus | 
of six, double the entertainment to | 
be found in any other late spot in|} 
town, but it all boils down to just a 
fair revue. It’s so briskly paced, | 
however, that the paucity of real | 
talent isn’t permitted to become very 
noticeable. 

Similarity of turns is thinly dis- 
guised by the revue form, produced 
neatly enough considering the ma- 
terial by Johnny Vigal, who doubles 
as m.c. and sticks to straight an- 
nouncing. High spots are George 
Gould, singer of character songs and 
the inevitable ‘Old Man River’; 
Charlie Alexander, female imper- | 
sonator, who does a couple of slick 
impersonations of Clara Bow and} 
Katharine Hepburn, and is also aj} 
nimble hoofer, and Louise Mann, 
piano-songstress, who. dirties up| 
lyrics of current hit tunes, always | 
effective for a late, celebrity-laden 
spot such as this. 

Dancing predominates in the en- 
tertainment, with team of Snowball 
and Johnny and Clarence Bubbles 
looking after the usual taps, and a 
hot torso slinger labeled Mercia 
Marquez getting in the cooch licks. 
Chorus of six gals, billed as the 
‘Harlemites,’ is a fast-stepping line 
with each of the kids stepping out 
in turn for brief specialties. 

Music is by Sheridina Walker, at 
the piano, and her all-male band, 
acceptable enough for both dancing 
and show but a little too heavy at 
times on the brass. Show looks big, 
but talent nut is really compara- 
tively low and smart operating 
methods have made it a mint for 
Mercur. Stays open well into the 
a.m. and naturally attracts flock of 
show people, which gives the place 
an additional attractiveness for the 
natives. 

Closing recently of a couple of 
other minor spots in Wylie avenue 
sector—Pittsburgh’s Harlem—hasn’'t 
hurt Casino any, either. Cohen, 


sees 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





It’s still snowing up here. 


land’s St. 
was a de luxe affair; place is 100% 
theatrical. 

Leonard 
ing) are 


Grottes 
getting 


(Loew’s, Flush- 
quotations on 











ROSITA and FONTANA 


OPENING MAY 28 
SURFSIDE CLUB, Long Beach, L. |. 


Exclusive Management 
PAUL SMALL 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 














camps up here. 
| Fred Rith, the 
known quartets, who has_ seen 
Jest ot the bed thing during the 


baritone of 


past 10 years, is at the Will Rogers 
Hospital. 


Dr. Dan O'Neill, the actors’ dentist | 
(here, threw away a pair of crutches | 


only to get the mumps. 

William White, writer, hubby of 
Ruth Morris, is here at Camp Inter- 
| mission fixing up things for the ar- 
lrival of Mrs. William 
Mortis. 

Marie Bianchi back for a check- 

up. 

The Christy Mathewsons, Jr., are 
jat the Mathewson Park 
| Ave. here. 
| Buster Holt (Fenway, 
Tony. Zinn ¢R.K.O., 
angling for a summer 
here. 

Write to those you knew in Sara- 
nac and elsewhere who are sick, 


(mother) 


home on 


Boston) 
Boston) both 
vacash spot 





| 





Grand opening of Johnny High- | 
Regis Ladies’ Green Room | 
' 


many } 








© 15 YEARS AGO @. 


(From Vanserr end Clipper) 








New Famous Players booking 
contracts called for percentage and 
gharantee, with .right to dictate ad- 
mission scale, Exhibs no like, 


oo 





Rumor boys added United Artists 
to that reported Goldwyn-First Nat. 
deal. Matter fell through before they 
could bring in the rest of the busi- 


| ness, 


There were 17 states with new 
censorship bills and three with ex- 
isting censorships had bills to make 
‘em tougher. Just to help along, 10 


states sought to bar Sunday shows. 
Bert Lahr tackled vaude with a 
soubret. Sime said ‘Strictly small 


time in work and material.’ Just out 
of burlesque. 


Alice Brady moved from Brook- 


i lyn to the Palace and drew the class | 


audience of the season. Bessie Clay- 


| ton in her ninth week of the season 


at the same house, but not consecu- 
tive, 

Picture stocks came to life 
several weeks of doldrums. Famous 
Players up to 64. Loew’s, now the 
old reliable, was regarded with dis- 


after } 


| favor. 


Hilda Spong the fronter for Na-| 
tional Stage Women’s Exchange. To 
help needy actresses. Forerunner of 
the current Stage Relief Fund, but 


| along slightly different lines. 


- —— 


Famous Players offered Al Jolson 


| $150,000 and a percentage after costs 


for a single film. 





Players Assembly, co-op com- 
posed of Equity members, in a jam. 
Played 10 weeks for $27 net. 


Al G. Barnes’ huge elephant. | 
Tusko, on a riot in Centralia, Wash. | 
Kept the bull men out all night, but 
recaptured without having done 
much damage. Famous for his bad 


|}temper and his breaks, 


| 
o-——. 


Marcus show ended its 40 week} 
tour and glad of it. Had a tough| 
time in spots, but carried through. | 





Insiders discussing possible sale of | 


| Barnum show to Ballard-Mugivan. | 


For once rumor had it right. 
ecpenle 
State, with only indifferent pro- 
grams, continued to pack ’em in. 
Had been doing it since the open- 
ing. 


| 
| 





Bill Dooley in a jam with six flap- 


1937 


— ——=3 
him and he had to have them 
ejected. Rest of the audience 


though it was a part of the act. Girly 
sued, but lost, 

B’way swung into the summer 
season with 40 houses lighted. Soma 
of the lights were flickering, though, 


Nitery Placements 





Frank Gaby, Luba Malina, Danzi 
Goodelle, Texas Rockets, Eleano; 
Knight, Caperton & Columbus, Jerry 
Goff; Adelphia hotel, Philadelphia 

Jack Gwynne & Co., Congress 
hotel, Chicago, 

Al Smiley has quit acting to open 
the Club Esquire in Hollywood 

Hal Thornton, Whirling 
Top, Na xe 

Benny Fields; Rosita and Fontana: 
Paul Sydell; Surfside, Atlantic 
Beach, L. ‘a 

Three Dandies; Barney Gallant's, 
N. Y. 

Raye and Naldi, dancers; Rainbow 
Room, N, Y. 

Aileen Cook, singer; Le Mirage. 
N. Y. 


singer, 


Brown and Ardsley, dancers: Park 
Central hotel, N. Y. 
tuth May, singer; Brewery, N. Y, 
Daphne Ryan; Crisis, N. Y. 
Patricia Bowman, dancer: Jean 
Travis. singer; Clyde Hager, comic: 
y 


Versailles, N. ¥ 

Cross and Dunn; Josephine Hus- 
ton, singer: Ben Yost’s Collegians: 
Marion Pierce; Buster Shaver (Olive 
and George): Lois Kay; Ben Marden. 
Riviera, Englewood, N. J. 


Judy Starr, singer; Cyril Smith 


i} comic: Gentlemen Songsters: Baron 


and Blair, dancers; Swing 
singers: Seab Waring, mimic: 
hotel. N. Y. 

Niela Goodelle, singer; Plaza hotel, 
N: %. 


Kids, 
Astor 








VIC HYDE 


“One Man Swing Band” 





HELD OVER 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
Doubling ‘hote 19th Week 
Club Mirador, New York 


June 4-10, CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
Met. RUDY VALLEE CORP., N. Y. ©. 











ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Last Week, Auburn and Portland, Me. 
This Week, Princess Theatre, 
St. Johns, Canada 











pers in Cincy, They talked back at/| 








LOEW'S 


“AMUSEMENT 


SMITH." DAL 


NEW YORK 
This Week (May 20) 


Presenting Their Hilarious 


With MARIO and -LAZARIN 


Direction: 


WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


STATE 


A LA CARTE" 











| 


-Writer- 
EKDNA SKELTON 





| 


RICHARD (RED) SKELTON 
| “HOW TO DUNK PROPERLY” 


Held Over for 5th Consecutive Week at Palace Theatre, Chicago 
(April 30 to June 3) 


| Opening LOEW'S STATE, New York 


WEEK JUNE 10 


-Manager- 
TOM KENNEDY 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (May 31) 
THIS WEEK (May 24) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 




















RKO 














CHICAGO 
Walace (28) 
\innn Dupree & lL, 

Red Skelton 
Martin Co 


iynna 

Rili Robinson 
Danwills 
e333 


Roxyettes 

ted Skeiton 
Buster Shaver 
Bredwins 
Stanley 2 





CLEVELAND 
Palace (28) 
Chester Hale Co 
Dick Don & PD 
8 Ambassadors 
Starnes & Annuvan 
Boreo 
Ethel Shutta 
(21) 
Cab Calloway Bd 
Lindy Hoppers 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (28) 
Mogul 





—_— 


Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 


Siate (27) 
Touix Sobol 
jackie Heller 
Harry King 
Metissa Mason 
Sibyl Bowan 
Joe Lewis 
Boy Foy 


Sinclair 2 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (28) 
5 Tip Top Girls 
Popeye 
Jesse Crawford Co 
Phil Regan 
Lime 3 








Radio City Music Hall, New York 
WEEK MAY 27th 


RAY ROYCE 


Placed by LEDDY & SMITH 

















Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Varamount (26) 
Ina R Huiton Bd 
Condos Bros 
Vie Hyde 
Mary Small 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (28) 
Jack Williams 
Sylvia & Clemence 
Peter Higgins 
Stadler & Rose 
Ross & Stone 
Decardos 





CHICAGO 
Chicago (28) 
Gene Autry 
DETROIT 
Michigan (28) | 
Clyde Lucas Bd 
Masters & Kollins 
Mariori 
Lillian Carmen 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (28) 
Camilla’s Birds 
Paul Regan 
Marcy Bros & B 
Liazeed Arabs 








TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
Anton Ba 


4 Brilliant Blondes 
Music Hall Boys 


WALTHAMSTOW 





Provincial 





Week of May 24 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Dave Willis 


jimmy MeWNinlay 


Florence Hunter 


| Cliff Hariey 


Jee Boys 
Vera MelLean 
Tiller Gls 
P & J Desmond 
Roy Davey 
CARDIFE 
Capitol 
Al Bowlly 
EXETER 
Pautace 
Dora Davie 
GLASGOW 
Paramount 


Levis’ Discoveries 


Pavilion 
4 Smith Bros 
Faldos 
Ike Hatch 
Gold & Cordell 
Adair & Bruce 
Edith Thompson 


MANCHESTER 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant's 


June Elkins 
Luan Craig 


3 Dandies 


Bertolotti's 


| Jimmy Whalen Orc 
Tommy Harris Ore 
| Yula Flournoy 


Ny sa Alna 


| lovee Fave 
Greta Lewis 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Eddie Leonard 
Joe Howard 
Rudy Madison 


Spike Harrison 


Ethel Gilbert 


Cafe Bali 


Chie Farmer 


Eddie Lanibert 


Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Alhambra (27-28) 
Sally Rand Rev 
Earle (28) 
Ken Meroff Ore 
Anna May Wong 
(21) 
Allen & Kent 
Stepin Fetchit 
Calif Collegians 
Nixon (26-28) 
Sully & Thomas 
Neiss Tr 
Oxford (3-5) 
Paul & her 
(27-29) 
Osaki & Taki 





J Dorris & Seamon 

Balabanow Rev 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (28) 

Ben Yost Co 

Nonchalants 

Ice Ballet 

Mitchell & Durant 


21) { 
Shep Fields Ore 
WASHINGTON 


Earle (28) 
3 Jackson Boys 
Louise Massey Co 
Grace & Nicco j 
Calif Collegians 
(21) 
Guy Lombardo Ore | 








Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (28) 
Paris on Parade 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (28) 
Ingenues 
Harry Savoy 
Stanley 2 
Ky rons 
Lyric (28) 
Pepito 
Burgess & Tamont 
Cross & Barr 





Jack Lenny Co 
Dixie 4 
Danny & Eddie 
Smiles & Smiles 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (28) 
Harry VanFossen 
Serge Flash 
B & Beverly Bemis 
Johnny Woods 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (29-3) 
Slums of Paris 





London 








Week of May 24 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (24-26) 
Willarvds 

Kingsley & Ford 
2d half (27-29) 

Jose Moreno 

Joe Hastings 

Dominion 

“untovani Bad 
New Victoria 

Eiily Cotton Ba 
Trocadero Rest. 

Western Bros 

Ken Harvey 

Catvoll & Howe 

Linga Singh Co 

Maurice 
Victoria Palace 

Florence Desmond 

Will Mahoney 

Vie Oliver 

Kernice Stone 

Kevnell & West 

Wilson, Keppel & B 

Paul Remos Co 

falo Bovs 

joe Griffin 

Evie Hayes 

16 Vie Palace Gls 

BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Hatie & Foster 
CAMDEN TOWN 
(aumont 
Aet Superb 
3 Manley Bros 





EAST HAM 
Granada 
G & J D’'Ormonde 
Loranna 
Thorp & Stanton 
Tex McLeod 
FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 
Rimacs 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (24-26) 
Jose Moreno 
Joe Hastings 
2d half (27-29) 
3 Willards 
Kingsley & Ford 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Jack Lewis Co 
Bil & Bil 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Loranna 
Thorpe & Stanton 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Anton Bd | 


Will Russell 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Teddy Joyce Ba 
Palace 
Jack Lewis Co 
Bil & Bil 
TOOTING 
Granada 
‘Tune In’ 


Roger Steele Ore 


Jack Wallace Ore 


Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 


| Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Bovs 
Caliente Cabe 


Chatean Moderne 


Louise Raymond 
Allan Foster 
Al Apollon Ore 


Claremont Inn 


| Jolly Coburn Ore 


Club Gauche 


| Vaccuro’s Orch 
Jose Diaz 
| Trini Plaza 


Lita Moya 
Helen Virgil 
Dimitri 


Club Howdy 


John Adams 
Al Benson 
| Shirley Watts 
Neil Stone 


Club Mirador 
Margie Hart 


Buddy Wagner Ore 


Vie Hvde 
Alma Eray 


Joun Viekers 


Pearl Reynolds 
Warren & Kodee 


Red McKenzie Ore 


Rita Renaud 
Phil Saxe 


| Milly Convey 


Club Yumuri 
Antonio & Carito 
Sarita Herrata 
Rosita Ortega 


Don Hilberto Ore 


Cotten Club 
Ethel Waters 


Geo D Washington 


Nicholas Bros 


Duke Ellington Ore 


Bessie Dudley 


2 Giants of Royth'n 


Ivie Anderson 
Alun & Anise 
Mardo Brows 
May Digges 


Wen Talbert Choir 


Ed Mallery Orch 
Bill Bailes 


Jack Dempser's 


E Carpenter Cre 
Dba Pierrat’s 


Joe Keser Ens 
Jane Stale) 

Tom & Churte 
Louise Brydon 


El Chico 


Chita 


Lon Rancheres 8 

Adelina Duran 

Carios Mentova 

Rosita Hics 

Don Aiberto Ore 
Fl Morocco 

Ernie Hoist Ore 


E! Toreador 


Deon Juan Ore 
Maida & Cartez 


French Carino 
Adetet 


Florence Chumbecos 


3 Musical Rogues 
Hilda Elfonte 


| Meri & Meriam 





Island Casino 


Greenwich Village 
i 


leroe 


| Duryea'’s Dolis 
Ciyde Brennan Orc 


Harlem Uproar 
' Erskine H’wkins Bd 


Edna Mae Holley 


Ebony Rascals 


Pauline Bryant 


Hivyw'd Restaurant 


(Roof Garden) 


Hotel Biltmore 


Robby Hayes Ore 


Harris & Ashburn 


Hotel Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Ore 


Hotel Gov, Clinton 

Phil D’Arey Ore 

Stuart Jules 

Kay Marshall 
Hotel Lexington 

Shirley lloyd 

Jeno Bartal Ore 
Rotel Lincoln 

[sham Jones Ore 


Hotel McAltpin 
Enoch Light Ore 
Mary Danis 
A Gonvaties Ens 
Muriel Sherman 

Hotel Montelate 
(Casino-in-the- Air) 
Coral Islanders 
Hal Hope Ore 
Herb Weil 
Electronic 
Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Koom) 


Joe Cam One 


i Nancy Garnet 


Hotel New Yorker 
(Summer Terrace) 


| Evelvn Chandler 
Baptie & Lamb 


Hotel Park Central 


Jerry Blaine Ore 
James Costell« 

Brown & Ardsley 
The Crackerjacks 


Elaine & Barry 
Hotel Park Lane 

Junior Raphael Ore 
Hotel Pennsylvania 


| Bunny Berigan Ore 


Hotel Piccadilly 


Trent Patterson 
Toni Gave 


|} Arno & Zola 


Jerry Stewart 
Dave Schooler Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
(Roof Garden) 
Basil Fomeen Ore 

Anne Heath 
Peppino & Camille 
Motel Plazas 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Rooseve't 
Freddie Starr Orc 
Hotel Savoy) -Plazva 
Ray & G MeDenald 

Binile Petti Ore 
Hotel Shelton 

Eddie Lane Ore 

Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 


| Eli Dantzig Ore 


Martinez & A 
Omar 
C Barra Har Ore 
Cas Franklin 
Pairicia Morley 
Jay Johnson 
Hotel St. Morits 
(Sky Gardens) 
Jack Sherr Ore 


|; Grisha 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Koof) 
Jacques Fray Orc 
A Rasch Dancers 
Henry Dick 
A. Robins 
Hotel Taft 

Geo, Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Johnny McKeever 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Lane tire 


Goodelle & Farries |! 
| Dorothy Howe 


Motel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
T.eo Reisman Ore 
Xavier Cugat Ore 

Raphael 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mavehofft Ore 
Hotel Weslin 
Alex Fogarty 
Charlie Wright 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Lionel Rand Ore 
Joe Capello Ore 
Montmartre Bovs 
Carter & Schaub 


Jimmie Costello 


% Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 


Larue 


| Eddie Dy: u Ore 


Hiradea Cre 





Laurel-in-Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Terry Green 
vena & Marina 
Fred Berhens Ore 

le Coq Rouge 
Horacio ZAit« 

Le Mirage 
Harry Horton 
| Cookie Williams Or 
Aileen Cook 
} Charlies Neale 
Billie Haywood 
Clint Allen 
Charles Keane 
|; Santu & Mo 

Leon & Eddie's 
William Far 


Eadadie Davis 
Patricia Gilmore 


Hillv Reed 


Nelsons ¢°; 
Lea Verrin 
H nes rai 


Lane & Cur 
Merry-Go-Round 


Nadia We 


fony Sarpg 


Mon Paris 
Cene Posdi« 
Laurence Wi 


\iarion bierce 


Versatile 


Mori's 


Vincent Sore, 
lauise Riehards 
Louis Cafiero 


bediclie Lamonte 
Onyx Club 

6 Spirits of Rhythm 
Paradise 


Tanice Anore 


| Mary Rol 
i Billy & B 


Cossacks 
Florence & 


Tohnny Russell 
Jay Freeman 
Place Elegante 
Bill Farrell 
sini 
nelesi 
Rex Gavitte 
| Larry Mado 
Rainbow Gril 
; Emery Deutsch 
|} Evalyn Tyner 
|C & L Bonner 
Glover & La 
Rainbow Koom 
Ruby Newman 


Mario Bs 
Toto C% 





Holland & 


Eleanor Sheridan 


Dr. Svdney 


Evelyn Tyner 

Alec Tenipleton 

Kddie LeBaron 
Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Orc 


Gus Martel 


Surfside 


(Atlantic 


Shep Fields 
Benny Fields 
Rosita & Fontan: 
Paul Sydell 


Tavern On 


(Central 


Hughie Barrett 
tbangi Club 


Ovie Alsion 


Otis Brown 
Mae Johnsen 


Tondelayvo 


Gladys Bentley 
| 
Valhalla 


Maurice Shaw 


Marita 


Lorraine Barrett 


Kond Hal 


Versailles 
H Rosenthal 
Patricia Bowman 
| Jean Travis 
| Clyde Hager 

Village Rarn 
Larry MeMahon 
5 Flying Whirles 
Willie Solar 
M Montgomery 
Parker 
Iva Kitchell 
Bourbon & Baine 


Barnet & 


Jean Kirk 


Hank Ramsey 

Johnny Russell 

Ruth Craven 

Tex Lewis Cowhoys 
Village Brewery 
Marty tHerbert 


Ruth May 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 


| Charles Lawrence 


Yacht Club 


Jimmy Burns 
Ann Pennington 


Racket-Cheers 


i Tiny Wolf 
| Johnny & George 
Manning & Mitzi} 


Art Stanley Ore 


Beveriy Wiishire 
Royal Hawaiiar 
Harry Owens Orc 
Biltmere Bows 
3 Radio Rogues 
Pierre & Teinple 
Bernice Lv nne 
Dick Webster 
Joy Hodges 
3 Rhythm Rascais 
Fred Scott 


a 


|} Enrico Riiba Ore 


Jirmmy Grier Orc 


Cafe Casanova 


Earl & los Lynch 
Casanova Ore 


Beth Wilsen 


Rex Webet 


Cafe ta Mure 


| Park Ave Boya 
(Vi Bradley 


Stan Clair Ore 
Clover Club 
Bob Grant Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 


| Ruth Robin 
| Calgary Bros 


Santsehi & Buekley 


Phil Harris Ore 
| 


El Mirador 


Clare 


Dorothy 
Raimsdell Girls 
Siim Martin Ore 


Famous Door 
Fiddie Peal 
Louis Tiina Ore 


| Paul 


Hawaiinn Paradise 


Wanda 
Diana Toy 


Sol Brights Ore 

Little Club 
Tiny Meredith 
lane Jones 
Kendal) 
Helen Warner 
Rose Vaivea 

Marti 

Joes Lee © 

Omar's Dome 
Gagnon & 
|} Dorothy 
Naomi Warner 
Speck Watkins 
Lovee Graham 
George Redinan Ore 
Pacitic Sunset Club 
Peggy Pare 


Vieki Fay 


wins Sisters 
lanet Jord: 


Kuddy la 


Al Heath 
Palomar 

lThe Redd 

Bill burt 


Stanley Hicl 
Muzzy Marcellino 
Debutantes 
Hudson Met 
fed Fio Rito 
Paris ton 
Dominic Colum 
Ken Henryse 
(iabrielle & 


Yvonne 


Rudy & LaT 


the 4 \l 
Marguerita 


Juan «de Mi: 


Pete Contr 


Seven 
I Lily Gibson 
Lonnie M 


Somerset Houte 
Retty bord 





The Dee Sisters 


’ Phil Ohman Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 





Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 
Silver Lake Inn 
— (Georgian Koom) 
Ivie St Cla 
Harry Rosentl 

Hi s horet 


Streets of Paris 


20th Century Tavern 





Embassy Club 


Evergreen Casino 


Kay Hamilton 
Frank Valumbo's 


Tony Murray’« Cafe 


| Hotel Adelphia Roof Dutkin’s Kathakeller 


Jack Waldron 


$ Chocolate Drops | » " 
locolate Prer® | corporation claimed to have as assets 


Lambs Tavern 


Little Rathskeller 


Shaw & Meade 





Weber's Hof Brau 


Roberts 





Jack Linder Goes West 


hand at pretty nearly every branch 


| booking to operating a stock house 
| at Brighton Beach, Brooklyn, 
|en route to the Coast for a crack at 


; picture agenting. 


| with his family. 








Air Lawyers 





(Continued from page 37) 


that our conduct as practitioners and 
lawyers will bear any scrutiny by 
the Commission or by any of the 
courts before which we have prac- 
ticed for many years,’ Segal said. 
‘We also feel certain that Commis- 
sioner Payne’s colleagues on the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion will give us a prompt and fair 
hearing and the vindication to which 
we are entitled. We intend to give 
every cooperation.’ 
Blames Payne 


Placing full blame on Payne, the 
attorney recalled that Smith previ- 
ously had been rebuked in a letter 
which said there was no cause to 


cite him and declared the head of the 


investigating group did not give 
other commissioners full information 
about the way the probe had been 
conducted. Segal said if he could 
have been heard, the Commish 
would not have issued the citation. 


Developments constitute the first 
cracking down on any radio lawyer 
since broadcast regulation was start- 
ed ten years ago, came after the 
special probers declared their in- 
quiry indicates the ‘demeanor, good 
faith, and conduct’ of the legal team 


| may amount to ‘unbecoming, uneth- 


ical, and unprofessional conduct and 
demeanor as practitioners’ before 
this Commission.’ Citation charged 


them with disregarding their oath of 


practice ‘uprightly and according to 
law’ and said their activities had the 
result of concealing material facts 
about legal qualifications, profession- 
al standing, character, or integrity. 

Principal basis for the charges was 
the study of the 640 cases, combined 
with subsequent efforts of the 
‘Palmer Broadcasting Syndicate’ to 
obtain construction permits for three 
local stations, and investigation into 
the paper-tampering incident which 
occurred early this year in connece- 
tion with the request of Richard N, 
Casto, Johnson City, Tenn., for a 
franchise. : i 

In its statement of particulars the 
Commish declared both Casto and 
Palmer Broadcasting were dummies 
introduced for the purpose of de- 
ceiving and misleading the Commis- 
sion in consideration of applications 
and in order to delay and hinder 
other applicants. Accusation § said 
lawyers were thoroughly aware of 
these facts when they represented 
Casto and Palmer. 

Palmer organizations is declared 
to be a paper corporation set up by 
Segal and Smith, staffed by three 


| female employees of their law office. 
| According to records, the stockhold- 
/ers were Helen R. Duvall, Ethel C. 


Murphy and E. Z. Miller, and the 


$1,000 in cash and $20,000 in securi- 
ties. - 

Complaint about the Palmer 
Broadcasting Syndicate originally 


, was preferred last August by Port- 
‘land Broadcasting System, which 


won permission in the 640 detision 
to erect a 500-watter in the Maine 
metropolis. In an affidavit asking 


the Commish to dismiss the Palmer 


plea for a 1210 local, George W, 


| Martin, president, alleged the dum- 


my was established to serve the in- 
terests of the Eastland Co., which 
owns the Congress Square Hotel Co., 
licensee of WCSH, and which tried 
to win a 100-watter on 640 at Port- 
land. Portland Broadcasting System 
alleged that the Palmer Broadcasting 
Syndicate’s 1210 plea was filed mere- 
ly to complicate the 640 cases, which 
are still pending in court. 

Phony corporation, which Segal 
was charged with having incorpo- 
rated in Delaware in June, 1934, was 
said to have failed to file any re- 
quired reports, to be delinquent in 
taxes, never to have maintained of- 
fices, and to have failed to acknowl- 
cdge correspondence. 


Never Carried Through 
Commish records show that none 


‘of the three Palmer pleas—for sta- 


tions at Cheyenne, Wyo., Lewiston 
and Portland, Me.—ever was pressed 
to a conclusion. Cheyenne applica- 
tion. submitted June, 1934, was de- 
faulted tor non-appearance; the 
Lewiston application, filed October, 
1934, was sent back because of con- 
flict with Commish rules; and the 
Portland application, entered June, 
1934, was withdrawn after the Com- 
mish declined to dismiss in accord- 
ance with the Portland Broadcasting 
motion. 

In the Casto incident, the Com- 
mish preferred two accusations, Cita- 
tions mentioned both the ‘unauthor- 
ized and unlawful’ substitution of 
documents into F.C.C. records and 
the fact that Casto was merely front- 
ing for unknown parties. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Current stage setup goes away 
overboard on rhythm, but not much 
of it is of a standout quality. Ina 
Ray Hutton is the topliner. What 
her band mixes is catchy enough 
dansapation, but the crux of the act 
remains this petite blonde’s hips and 
surrounding territory. The gym- 
nastics that she puts ’em through, 
whether stepping off or merely wav- 





ing the baton, assures of little optic 
wandering elsewhere from out front. 
Like the showmanwoman she is, 
La Hutton heightens the effect by 
making one garment more sleazy 
than the other between orchestral 
interludes. She also sings, but that | 
doesn’t distract any from the focal | 
points of the act’s interest. | 

Other experts in rhythms, but of | 
a varying sort, on the bill are the | 
Condos Bros., Mary Small, Vic Hyde | 
and the Winstead Trio. In the case | 
of the brothers, it’s in their feet, and 
plenty of it. The two lads tap them- 
selves to a brilliant faretheewell, un- 
corking the most involved twists in 
broken and mixed rhythms. They 
registered handsomely and _ gave 
every indication of being on the way 
to the top of their field. 

Billed as a ‘one-man swing band,’ 
Hyde’s specialty is playing three 
trumpets at the same time and ac- 
counting for an arresting conglom- 
eration of hot licks. Hyde also does 
rube patter, centering his humor on 
the fact that he hails from Niles, 
Mich., and that he will plug any- 
thing from socks to all-purpose flour 
as long as he gets the product gratis 
or it’s put out by a relative. 

In between the Condos duo and 
Hyde is the Winstead Trio, two boys 
and a girl, who lend heaps of zest 
to their trick style of swing har- 
mony. Theirs is a nicely balanced 
routine, with good judgment shown 
in the selection of their novelty 
numbers. 


As the holdover from the previous 
stage show Mary Small takes 'em 
for whatever they have left in ap- 
plause. The youngster shines, re- 
gardless of the type of tune she un- 
dertakes. Her current repertoire 
goes from swing to ballad to blues, 
and for a richly earned encore she 
— "em a medley of romantic dit- 
1es. 

‘Turn Off the Moon’ (Par) is the 
feature. Business Thursday night 
was good. Odec. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, May 21. 

Thinking that his radio build-up 
will make Haven MacQuarrie b.o. in 
a big way, the State-Lake gives his 
“Do You Want to Be An Actor?’ turn 
some heavy exploitation, the heaviest 
this house has given anything in 
some time. The pre-reception seemed 
to bear out their judgment, with the 
Stage door alley holding a line all 
last week of those who do want to 
be actors, but after the first day, 
there’s some doubt that MacQuarrie 
is b.o., for, the early evening show 
saw only about half capacity, some- 
thing very rare for this house. 

There is no doubt about the non- 
entertaining qualities: of ‘Do You 
Want to Be an Actor?’. It is one of 
the most drab, unshowmanly, half 
hours ever seen on the stage; what- 
ever humor it does hold is of the 
man-wearing-a-lady’s-hat-at-a-party 
type, and MacQuarrie himself lacks 
even a_ suspicion of the colorful 
personality needed to m.c. a turn of 
this nature. State-Lake audience 
usually makes no bones about sitting 
through two shows, but they're walk- 


Routine has the stage set with 12 





boys on one side, and 12 girls on the 
other. In the show caught the 12 
girls were all allowed to read a line 
to see if they qualified for the part: 
boys were not so lucky, however, 
only six of them even getting a 
chance. Of these, three were allowed 
to rehearse a bit, and then do it be- 
fore the mike, bathed in a spot, 
while the organ played soft music. 
The best from each performance is 
told to come back on closing day at 
noon, to play all four shows, and 
= ven win a trip to Hollywood. 

inners in all cases are chosen by 
audience applause. 

In striving for color, MacQuarrie 
attempts to teach his winning per- 


_. formers how to kiss, not such a hot 


idea, considering he’s dealing mainly 
with 17-year olds. But it, and things 
like it, are evidently somebody's idea 
of humor, so on and on they go, 
until, for no reason at all, the turn 
is over, and the curtain comes down. 

Three other acts are in there work- 
ing, and the house line does one fast 
routine to open the bill. 

Of the three acts, honors go to 
Tyler, Thorne and Post, two men and 
woman, dance team. Get away to 
some neat tap and acrobatic with all 
three working the challenge stuff, 
then together in different combi- 
nations to good finish. Includes some 
ws and a slow motion rou- 
ine. 

Randal! Sisters, girl trio brought 
over from the Congress, jump from 
hillbilly to hot numbers, but not 
entirely. Hillbilly is always in, and 
girls need a jot of work and some re- 
routining before their act clicks. 

And then comes Pinky Lee and 
Co., being introduced as from radio, 
which makes radio to blame for 


‘ something else. Lee is a small-time 


small timer doing a weak act with- 


out any artistry whatsoever, and to 
make things worse has a complete 
set of outworn gags and business. 
Eccentric comic does bits, songs, and 
chatter, all in a_ half )isp-half 
stammer style. 

Picture is ‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col), 
and business was not so good on 
opening day. Loop. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 23. 
After several weeks with the 
vaude side of its bills featured by 
big names (Rand and Lombardo be- 
ing the last two), the Earle comes 





up this week with a generally en- 
tertaining flesh show, but one that} 
is not so strong, probably, on the | 
marquee draw. ‘California Colle-| 
gians’ and Stepin Fetchit are head- 
lined. Pic is ‘Melody for Two’ (WB).| 
First show Friday found only a fair} 
house with indications for merely | 
so-so biz. 
Fetchit, who played two days at} 
the same house a couple of months | 
ago and then had to cancel due to} 
an injury incurred in New York, | 
reappears with much of his usual 
‘slow motion’ routine, trimmed, how- 
ever, this time by several minutes. 
Familiar highlights are still there. 
Gang out front takes it extremely 
well. 

The Collegians are different from 
most outfits of their kind. In the) 
putting over of straight numbers | 
this band is okay but conventional 
and not distinguished in any par- 
ticular. They render a medley of 
up-to-date hit tunes, including num- 
bers from their pix, ‘College Holi- 
day,’ ‘Top of the Town’ and ‘Cham- 
pagne Waltz,’ following with their 
familiar burlesque, ‘I’m Working My 
Way Through College’ which first 
emphasizes the comedy element 
which is a keynote of the perform- 
ance, with the 20 members of the 
orch doing side-show and acrobatic 
characters and circus animals. 
Curtain falls but is raised again 
for the Collegians’ real highlight of 
current offering. All in make-up of 
pic, political and radio headliners, 


they go in for some out-and-out 
clowning with plenty of laughs. 
Some of the impersonations, even 


though exaggerated, aren’t half bad, 
including Groucho and Harpo Marx, 
Haillie Selassie and Rudy Vallee. 
Offering may be a trifle too long 
but there’s no denying the Cali- 
fornia Collegians do click strongly 
in their comedy moments. 

Only other act on the bill is that 
of Allen and Kent, with a better- 
than - ordinary tap offering, well 
routined and possessed of a certain 
amount of novelty. Waters. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, May 21. 


Switch from straight vaude to pro- 
duction type stage shows at this spot 
gets off auspiciously this week. Also 
marks return of a permanent house 
line, after several years lapse, and 
from indication at early show caught 
Friday evening (21) payees are going 
to gobble it up. 

Change-over to Fanchon & Marco 
produced shows is for the summer 
shows. 

Local spot is in direct competish 
with Michigan (Par), and scarcity of 
names has been making it plenty 
tough for houses to vie on equal 
footing. Under the new setup, man- 
ager believes he’s solved problem 
for the time being. Pat Mason and 
Eve Ross co-producing the shows, 
with house booking acts, as formerly. 

Sixteen-girl line, billed as the Gae 
Foster Girls, bubbles over with 
merit. Costuming is okay, routines 
nifty. On three times, for an amuse- 
ment park number, garbed in cute 
shorts; next, in flimsy gowns, carry- 
ing patterns of white palm leaves; 
and finally for a hotcha number. 

Line also forms background for 
two turns by Georges and Jalna, one 
of the niftiest dance duos here in 
long time. First is of the usual ball- 
room variety, followed by a jazzy 
number, both of which are spiffy. 
Femme especially is outstanding. 

Top billing in current show falls 
to Gene Autry, cowboy film hero, 
and his nag, Champ Jr. A natural 
for kids, and a pleasant variety for 
grownups. Horse can terp oke, and 
Autry gets over nicely with round 
of western ballads, plus a little 
clowning by Audrey Davis, who 
hails from out front and contributes 
laughs along with coupla_ tunes. 
Frankie Marvin offers some _ nice 
music, in company with the other 
two. Act is spotted next-to-closing, 
and wins encore. 

Opening turn in hour’s show goes 
to the Three Kings, male hoofers. 
Have nice appearance, but can stand 
better timing on collective tapping. 
Individually, boys are sock, but not 
ditto when working together. This 
remedied, turn could rate with the 
best. 

The Radio Ramblers, mimics, 
familiar to Detroit, do oke with take- 
offs of Henry Armetta, Voice of Ex- 
perience and others, But comedy 
needs lot of bolstering before it’s A-1. 

Sam Jack Kaufman’s overture 
comprises a rhythmic arrangement 
of ‘Poet and Peasant.’ Frank Con- 
nors; tenor with pit orch past four 
years, on sick list. 

Downstairs nicely filled at early 
evening show Friday evening (21). 
On screen, ‘Hit Parade’ (Republic). 





LOEW’S STATE,, N. Y. 


Poor stage shows have been a 
rarity at the State in the past couple 
of years. Being the lone, strictly 
vaude house in all Manhattan, 
Loew’s Broadway spot has had the 

ick of variety acts and the picking 
a been pretty good—up until this 
week. Currently, it’s not only the 
choice, but the combination of acts 
that’s working a sight and sound 
hardship on the audiences. 

It’s one of those layouts that starts 
in high gear with a fast dancing- 
novelty, and then, with the excep- | 
tion of a couple of highlights, drops | 
with a thud and remains in the light | 
trough. The slu.op starts with Ray- 
mond Wilbert in the deuce—his hoop 
juggling being okay, but the talk 
strictly from Dixie—and is made 
complete in No. 3, where Anna May 
Wong clearly proves that singing 
isn’t her business. Or, to look at it 
from another angle, she has no busi- 





i ness singing. 


Film players usually can get by 
with less than the average stage act. 
But it’s next to impossible to get by 
with nothing at all. Miss Wong 
comes into the State with her name, 
a Chinese costume and an off-key 
voice, and she could have used a| 
prayer. Her delivery of ‘Half-Caste 
Woman,’ for one thing, strikes pretty 
close to a new low in entertainment 
efforts on a main street stage. The 
corny Chinese by-play opening the 
act, with her male white pianist in- 


pretty motheaten in vaude lately. 
Kemper and Haggerty dig ‘em up 
from way back for their laughs. 

Fast hoofing act is Gilbert and 
Claire. Work hard and energetically 
with considerable flash. Finish with 
a stair routine which has enough 
zing for any house. 

Picture is ‘Charlie Chan at the 
Olympics’ (20th). Business good at 
the supper show, Friday. Gold. 


— 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, May 22. 
Benny Goodman’s band is on the 
Met stage this week and, incident- 


tally, a picture, ‘Go-Getter’ (WB) on 


the same bill. At least the film is 
incidental to the thousands of dance- 
dizzy, swing-silly youngsters who 
herded into the deluxer over the 
weekend to sit in on one sock jam 


| session and musical cutups by the 


hot clarinet kid’s troupe. 

Added to the unit for the Hub 
date are Dale Winthrop, tapper, and 
Larry Blake, mimic. Peg LaCentra 
is also back with the band. Miss 
Winthrop, as clever a femme terper 
as the vaude season has produced, 


| pulls off one long sweet stop-time 
|inning of buck and tap, with a low- 


down accompaniment from the Good- 
man orch. She’s one of the many 
ace elements of this show. 


terpreting, set the stage for the 
things to come. eases into his characters while he 
One of vaude’s better comedy acts | describes em. A _ run-off of such 
of past and present, Smith and Dale lscreen stars as Lionel Barrymore, 
(Avon Comedy Four), strives hard | Robinson, Laughton and Beery, plus 
to pick up the broken threads in|a variety of dialects, all click with 
next-to-closing. The restaurant and /| the mob. 
doctor’s office routines are still| Miss LaCentra vocals charmingly 
plenty strong laughs, with the sing- | ‘Lull in My Life,’ and ‘Let’s Call the 
ing of Mario and Lazarin (waiters) | Whole Thing Off,’ and there was a 
a a Rag rg Benme finds | demand for more. 
it a little tough at the beginning to | t the loyal disciples await 
rouse an audience gone apathetic at sie ania ashheineltien is a torrid 
this Thursday evening performance, |tune tangle by the trio and quartet. 
but the house was hot for them at | Goodman, Krupa and Wilson tear off 
the bows. ‘Body and Soul’ and “Tiger Rag’ for 
But here again the show reaches|an opener, then Lionel Hampton 
a cliff and drops off. Enoch Light's | adds his vicious vibraphone to the 
orchestra holds the curtain spot, and, | heating up of ‘Stompin’ and ‘Naga- 
with the exception of the eight-man | saki. It’s just too much for the 
glee club singing ‘Beautiful Lady’ | gasping ticket holders who stop the 
and ‘Ruthie Barnes’ dancing, deliv- | parade with their din. Goodman 
ers little that’s impressive. Musically, | swings into the closing piece to chop 
the 12-piece crew (including Light) | off any encore. He has to. They're 
M mm Peed on a stage. Singing of | doing five shows daily this weekend. 
urie erman is, perhaps, passable,| « 4 ‘Sing, Sing’ are 
but the duet with Light isn’t. Act's | Phy gg: =! a Rn 
highlight is Miss Barnes, a_ red- | if Goodman’s music can be labeled 
headed heel ’n’ toe’er who has plenty | ‘straight’; but most ravenously ac- 
on the hoof and looks like an excel- | 


Then Larry Blake, the lad who 





. | cepted, and literally cheered in spots 
lent bet for a picture or musical | js ‘Roll Em,’ in which Gene Krupa 
rolls off an extended heat wave on 
his snare as a feature. He beats it 
to a pulp, and the pew purchasers 
whack their mitts till they tingle. 

House packed on second Saturday 
show caught, and not a few of these 
colored rooters. Fox. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 20. 

Celebrating his 59th birthday (25), 
Bill Robinson is headlining the Para- 
mount stage show currently, and 
mopping up as he always does. Bo- 
jangles was in rare form at the 
opener and mob seemingly couldn't 
get enough of his stepping and his 
gagging. 

Another local favorite on the bill 
is Pinky Tomlin, offering a routine 
of new and old tunes of his own 
composition, and registering for solid 
returns. 

Fanchonettes play an important 
part in current show, with a couple 
of outstanding production ensembles, 
and a stepping number with Robin- 
son that rates them experts as 
hoofers. 

Girls’ opening routine has them 
cavorting to a Tomlin tune, ‘Edge 
of a Chair,’ in which they dexter- 
ously manipulate chairs all over the 
stage while Tom Halligan warbles 
the refrain. Halligan’s voice closely 
resembles that of Tomlin. 

Rube Wolf and the orchestra open 
the musical part of the bill behind 
@ scrim, with the maestro doing a bit 
of a trumpet solo, silhouetted on the 
¢ Then Wolf puts the band 
into a medley of picture tunes, and 
(as customary with him) asks for 
audience applause as the numbers 
are recognized, spoiling the effect 
by loudly proclaiming the titles. 

Tony Romano accompanies him- 


berth. She tied up the show at this | 
catching, and, despite the fact that | 
this was a comparative cinch, rates 
the reception. 
Show’s opener is The Robins, two | 
boys and girl, who combine fast 
acrobatics with dancing. They set | 
a pace that the rest of the show | 
isn’t geared to follow. Wilber’s | 
deuce act, in which he makes hoops 
act as though they went to college, 
would look and sound much better | 
if a good percentage of his talk was | 
eliminated. 
Current pic is ‘Swing High, Swing | 
Low’ (Par) and biz at the blow-off 
of the 79-minute stage show was 
fair, Scho. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, May 22. 
When a headliner on a vaude bil! | 
will frankly tell the audience that| 
everything’s a fake, it indicates that | 
the growing policy of fooling the! 
public is beginning to become obvi- | 
ous to all concerned, and that it’s! 
time to call a halt. Billed all over | 
the lot as the ‘shower bath girl,’ 
Heloise Martin was brought into the | 
Oriental for the strip-seekers to gape | 
at. They came, expecting to see a! 
girl in some state of undress, as was) 
tacitly promised in the advance bill- 
ing. What they got was a girl doing 
a pretty fair toe-tap routine for one 
number, and returning to do some 
flabby and meaningless talk with 
anybody who happens to be around. 
And this time the unlucky guy who 
happened to be around is Harry 
Savoy, who-~- besides doing his 
surefire turn, is put on the spot, and 
forced to kibitz with Miss Martin 
while she says nothing of any in- 
terest to anybody. 
; With the booking of Miss Martin 
into this spot the practice of play- 
ing fluke attractions reaches some| 
sort of record. It must react to the | 
detriment of the house and vaude | 
due to the obvious inability of the| 














their billing. The public may come 
in once or twice on these promises, 
but Lincoln was still right. 

_Rest of the show is good, solid var- 
riety stuff, headed by the never-miss 
Harry Savoy. His new vis-a-vis. 
Louise Tobin, is a real eyeful, but 
from then on it becomes not so easy, 
because Miss Tobin isn’t strong 
enough to give and take with Savoy. 
On his own, however, Savoy re- 
mains a lowdown, surefire comic who 
knows how to use his audience and 
can keep them eating out of his 
hand at all times. 

Plenty of additional comedy on the 
show from Fields, Smith and Fields 
on. their knockabout clowning. No 
finesse, but plenty of roughhouse. 
Could eliminate some of their slap- 








Pete. 

















| drapes. 


persons thus booked to live up to! T 


| self on a guitar to sing ‘Too Mar- 


velous,’ and has to do an encore, 
using a number just composed with 
omlin, ‘You're Priceless.’ 
Dick and Dottie Remy, equilibrists, 
offer a fast routine of tumbling and 
balancing. Girl does a difficult 
roller skating balance, while lad 
scores with his inverted stilt walking 
and a crawl across stage while bal- 
anced on one hand. 

Robinson offers a routine of step- 


| ping, then has the femmes on for a 


‘Susie-Q’ routine and winds up with 
his oldtime dancing on the stairs. 

Finale is a production number 
based on house’s screen feature, 
‘Turn Off the Moon’ (Par), well 
staged and closing the show with a 
flash, 

Screen also has Par Coronation 
newsreel special, a Department of 
Commerce commercial, ‘Safety in 
the Air, and cartoon. Biz oke at 





ping routine, which has become 


opening session, auguring for healthy 
week, Edwa. 





ee, 


ROXY. N. Y. 


With a not too strong feature film 
as the main attraction, there was a 
chance this week to bolster the stage 
show, but the latter is one of the 
weakest which the house has put 
on in some weeks. 


Minus any central idea upon 
which to string together into some 
crescendo the half dozen vaudeyilja 
turns, the 50 minutes given to siage 
entertainment is comprised of dis. 
jointed numbers’ without any 
pointed climax either for the eye o; 
the ear. : 

Headlined is Lucile Manners, go. 
prano, who lately has succeeded 
Jessica Dragonette on the Cities 
Service air program. She does her 
stint in stride, without effort ang 
with some skill. For finale of her 
turn, Gae Foster Girls take up the 
inspiration of Argentinian mel dy 
and present a dancing number which 
is colorful. 


The veteran stump speaker, Sena- 
tor Murphy, ‘The People’s Choice.’ 
gives a _ five-minute harangue on 
present day political issues which 
the audience seems to enjoy greatly. 
Dolores and Andre do a bit of 
adagio clowning and Tommy Trent 
offers a puppet show with an un- 
usual finish, 

Cooke and Brown work hard for a 
minimum of response to their ec- 
centric tapping. 

In between, and before and after. 
the Foster girls appear several times 
in their familiar groupings. Cos- 
tumes are becoming. 

The newsreel is given almost ex- 
clusively to Coronation scenes as 
recorded by Universal. There is a 
cartoon, ‘Spinach Roadster,’ which is 
noisy, and a Columbia comedy re- 
lease called ‘Three Dumb Clucks,’ 
which is pretty terrible. 

Feature film is ‘As Good as Mar- 
ried,’ (U). Flin, 





Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Coronation again is the principal 
feature of the week’s pictorial news 
events; this time, however, the actual 
ceremony being depicted. Using the 
clips of Movietone, Metro and Para- 
mount, the British pageant views are 
repetitious. However, in one release 
the newly crowned king is shown 
wearing different robes. Appar- 
ently in cutting both clips it was dif- 
ficult to slice out certain footage. 
Crowning is shown twice and also 
the handling of the crown by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
turned it around several times so 
that he could be sure which was the 
front. Audience in on the know 
giggled, as the announcer mentioned 
newspaper reports to that effect. 

There was supposed to be no 
sound recording apparatus in West- 
minister Abbey, nor did the lips of 
the church dignitaries move, but 
words of Canterbury in solemn 
tones are heard, evidently dubbed in. 
Prominent in the shots is the tall, 
beautiful brunet who attracted at- 
tention in pictures of the Coronation 
rehearsal. Queen Mother's throat 
flashes with fabulous diamonds, 
gems said to be valued at $2,000,000. 
Announcer describes the Coronation 
as the most gorgeous spectacle in the 
world, out-rivaline Hollywood. In 
two clips a British voice is heard, 
but it is mostly American. 

‘Magic Carpet,’ 20th-Fox's release, 
shows the glories of the mountains 
and giant trees of California and 
the miracle land of Yellowstone 
Park. 

Color would be a vast improve- 
ment and when generally adopted 
for newsreels, will permit the re- 
taking of many scenic shots. Bal- 
ance of the clips are all short and 
mostly militaristic. Il Duce is shown 
reviewing troops on the anniversary 
of the Ethiopian invasion, prompting 
some determined hissing from the 
audience. Dick Merrill's return 
from his round trip to England is 
brief. Dr. Hugo Eckener is shown, 
and a flash of the burning Hinden- 
burg. There is a repeat on Eckener, 
and one of the shots could easily 
have been cut. 

There is an excellent flash of Mrs. 
Wallis Warfield. Outboard motor 
boat derby start on the Hudson. 
middies sailing at Annapolis, A! 
Smith going abroad for the first 
time, evacuation of children from 
Bilbao, flash of the Pacific fleet. 
folding boat enthusiasts, Japanese 
Emperor reviewing troops and Bob 
Feller being graduated from high 
school are the current events in 4a 
program mildly diverting. Pho- 
tography of the Coronation is not 
tops because of the weather and 
British restrictions. Technicolor 
views take by Movietone should be 
much superior—not to be released as 
a newsreel. Ibee. 





100G Nitery Burns 


Spokane, May 25. 
The $100,000 Ambassador Club lo- 
cated just outside the city limits on 
the Appleway, burned to the ground 
last Wednesday (19). The club was 
closed when the fire started. 
Ambassador was in receivership. 


Jack Boggs, of Seattle, was operat! 
until few days ago, when V. D. Allen 
took over. 
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EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, May 10. 

as many name acts as usually 
Racoon here on this bill, but the 
variety of those offered help it round 
into a show that pleases on the 
whole. Toppers are the Schwarz 
Sisters, who have been seen fre- 
quently in Paris and have estab- 
lished themselves as first-class enter- 
tainers. 





Openers are the Trio Volair, aerial | 


acrobats. Routine has not changed 
since last time seen at the Alhambra, 
but act has improved considerably. 


Comic still overacts, but his drinks | 
out of pockets and fake falls are) 


good enough for a fair quota of 

laughs. 
Dancers, Joan 

with an acrobatic routine. 


and Steve, follow 
Both are 


mer Olympic champion. All have | 
plenty of stuff, and sell it with show- 
manship. Kit Klein, especially, but 
she shouldn't be allowed to talk. | 
While doing her impersonations of | 
Japanese, Russian, ‘Swedish and | 
Scotch skaters, a better effect could 
be obtained by having a commenta- | 
tor talk over music. Girl finishes | 
with speed demonstration that is 
showmanship itself, 

Picture is ‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(WB), and business last show open- 
ing day almost capacity. Loop. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Mav 21. 


It's Major Bowes again at the 
Hipp. this time the International 
Revue. Working full stage in cyc 


covered with coat of sparkling crys- | 
tal, which reflects the colored lights | 


played upon them. Beneath their 
glittering paint they reveal a pail 
of nearly perfect bodies which glide 
in shining movement. As is the case 
too frequently, the girl 
her partner. 

A switch in the program, due to 
the absence of both the Mackweys, 
American comedy act and the Boyer 
Sisters, puts the Lai-Foun, 
men, three women Chinese acrobats, 
next in line. Acrobatics of troupe 
are entirely different from those of 
the act before them, so no conflict is 
noticeable. Their stunts with plates 
balanced on top of slender sticks are 
well received. 

Samson Fainsilber drops his usual 


outdances | 


three | 


acts enter through globe centered on 
platform and-banked by flags of all 
nations on both sides. Doings run a 
bit over 45 minutes. 

Jack Squires back as m. ¢., using 
straight introductions throughout 
with no attempt to gag or be funny. 
Show moves along at a fair pace 
presenting the usual Bowes type of 
amateur entertainment, mild and 
rather mediocre. 


Opens with the Russian Duo, two 
girls in some so-so hock stepping. 
followed by William McCollough in 


| an old time Swiss bell ringing stunt. 


picture drawing and.imitations this | 


time for recitations. Offering in- 
cludes two of his own poems which 
weigh heavy on the sentimental side. 

The short play, which invades the 
music halls here from time to time, 
enters this trip in the form of a bur- 
Jesque on opera. These burlesques 
originated in England last winter 
and were called opera for business 
men. The one on this bill, a con- 
glomeration of opera selections and 
semi-classical offerings, is sung by 


E. Savona, Jean Mourier and R. Tul- | 


man. Farce is 
Moyseenko. 
Intermission entertainment at the 


introduced by N.} 


| 


opening of the second half is in the | 


form of a solo by a trumpet player 
in the house orchestra under the di- 
rection of Serge Glykson. 
Tamara follows with a collection of 
turns on the trapeze, which includes 
hanging by her heels from a swing- 
ing bar. Her announcing each stunt 
in broken French helps, instead of 
hindering, a good hand. 

Lilly and Emy Schwarz click as 
headliners should with their songs. 
piano playing, imitations and 
dancing. Part of repertoire includes 
mimicking tourists while visiting 
various cities. On night caught an 


| 
| 


Miss | 


| 


onlooker voiced objections to the act 


more than once, finally causing girls 
to quit and walk off. 

Lapp and Habel, silent comedians, 
open with some slow hat and cane 
tricks. Faked acrobatics at close 
bring laughs in good quantity. Habel 
is one of the best dead-pan artists 
seen here. 

Achilles and Newman wind up 
with a combination of strong man 
and comedy offerings. Achilles 
tosses iron balls around, catching 
them with all parts of his body. At 
windup he uses builet-shaped weight 
for similar stunts. Newman makes 
himself general nuisance instead of 
useful assistant to Achilles during 
balancing tricks to help the act get 
across nicely. 

Girl toe dancer now totes number 
cards for acts instead of them being 
placed at sides of stage. Hugo. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago. May 21. 
Good, clean-cut bill here this week, 
packing plenty of color, novelty, and, 





ment. A number of changes have 


been made in the ‘St. Moritz Ice Fol- | 


lies’ unit, all seemingly for the bet- 
ter. And here, Balaban & Katz has 
added an Alpine scene production 
which, somewhat related, blends 
nicely to unify and lengthen the 
stage bill. 

Have spotted Alpine scene first. 
Opens with 16 girls working in the 
elaborate Swiss set, doing a neat, 

ough simple, routine to yodeling 
of George Dammert. While all still 
on the stage Fox and Lui, couple of 
men in Swiss outfits, do a slap dance 
that’s okay. Whole thing has color 
and atmosphere. 

Also in keeping with the Swiss at- 
mosphere, but only because of their 
costumes, are Novak and Fay, com- 
edy handbalancing turn. Turn by 
Novak and Fay is tops. The dead 
Pans, timing, and smooth routine add 
to a standout. 

orking in one, for switch in 
scenes, Paul Howard does a contor- 
tion dance routine that's okay. Best 


| They build up to a fast 
more impor ‘4ain. | finish that brings a bunch of calls | 
portant, plenty of entertain- | and could have had an encore. 


| gives 


is the somersault to split bit, and | 


encore leg throwing stuff. 


Carnival set is snow covered pine | 


tree background affair, and 
with serim for first few seconds of 
Sirl routine. When raised, the 16- 


Birk line on skates does 2 formation | 
routine that has class and novelty. | 


inish is a wheel formation ‘called 


opens | 


snowflake here) with overhead spot | 


lighting. 

Specialty performers include Doug- 
as Duffy, on twice, once for a drunk 
eee and again to dance with a 
ife-size rag doll; Bobby Hearn, bar- 


Next in order are Huey Kong, 
Chinese singer, in a native number. 
followed by ‘Mandalay’; The Cana- 
dian Caparettes, two femme hoofers, 
in ordinary hoof routines and the 
Rigoletto Quartette, two men and 
two girls, giving out with that well | 
done selection. 

Johnny and Julius, two youths. one 
with a trumpet a la Clyde McCoy, 
and the other imitating a similar in- 
strument, follow to fair returns, with | 
Joan Zappa, on her toes, in aj 
travesty on a ballet dancer showing | 
some fair spinners as a finish, next. 
Good spot here for Roy Richards 
with some okay impersonations in- 
cluding all the old standbys of Win- 
chell, the Shadow, Penner, Arliss, 
F. D. R. and Armetta. Earns a nice 
sendoff for his efforts. 

Danny Drayson, most professional 
appearing member of the cast, on/! 
next with well-sold hard-shoe hoof 
routines rounded out by fair comedy. 
Supplies only real sock in the show. 
An instrumental foursome follows 
with simulations of Wayne King. | 
Casa Loma, Rubinoff, Ted Lewis and | 
Fred Waring in order, bringing on 
the finale, showing tableau of Spirit 
of "76, Statue of Liberty and Colum- 
bia on a shield lowered through the 


flies. The band plays ‘Dixie. And 
how! 

Film is ‘Behind the Headlines’ 
(RKO), Burm. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Mav 23. 

Acts mostly new to Montreal and 
a girl line so well turned out and 
drilled that it puts on an extra act 
that gets a rousing hand feature the 
show here currently. Every turn is 
well received, although the holiday 
week-end (‘Victoria Day, Monday) 
held down attendances. 


Eddie Sanborn orch is good in sup- 
port throughout, leader stooging and 
ad libbing as needed. Sixteen-gir] 
line raises curtain in formation of 
fours, sixes, tens and full line in, 
stamping routine to range itself in 
half circles front stage for opening 
turn of the Littlejohns, Melba and 
Frank, jugglers, who have standard 
act varied by going through stunts 
standing on _ silver-clothed balls. 
They toss clubs, balance plates on | 
parasols and fling sharp axes and 
get a brace of calls. Barr and Estes, 
in the deuce, clown freak dances and 
tap; the femme a looker who makes 
a hit immediately on face and figure. 
whirling 


This 
team returns in the next to closing 
act and gets encore, 


Line comes in for butterfly dance 
with painted silk wings, which, with 
light effects, make one of the preiti- 
est turns seen on this stage in years. 


Maude Hilton and Gladys Fox. 
well known here and liked, have a 
ribbing act with Eddie Sanborn 
stooging that the fans find quite to 
their taste. Some of the gags are | 
oldish, but anything goes and the 
turn takes several calls. 

The Girls in the Moon, well 
lighted and staged, swing out over 
the stage and first couple of rows in 
front, new here, and well received, | 
making a nice variety turn. Show 
closes with Lester Cole and his eight 
midshipmen singing in mike, from 
‘Lucia Sextet’ to college songs. He 
the crowd plenty and gets 
plenty in return. 

‘No Man of Her Own’ (Par) and 
‘The Hills of Old Wyoming’ (Par) 
on screen. Lane. 





New College Inn Show 
Chicago, May 25. 


New show for the College Inn 
| (Hotel Sherman) opening June 2 
| will comprise the Paul Batcheller 


line of girls, Paul and Eva Reyes, | 
Three Heat Waves, Stanley Jacobson 


and the Coleman Clark table-tennis 


rel jumper; Dick and Irene Meister, | 


exhibition team, and Kit Klein, for- 


h.o., plus the 23-piece orchestra led 
by Al Trace. 

Set through Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica here. 





Harry Lauder 








‘(Continued from page 1) 





ture greats in the entertainment 
field will be Great Britain and Aus- 
tralia. In those countries burlesque 
is not dead. Understand me, I 
don’t mean burlesque as the word is 
understood in this country. By bur- 
lesque I mean high class farce en- 
tertainment with music. 

‘The condition in America is bad 
because the individual finds himself 
buried in a crowd and does not any 
longer have an opportunity to show 
what he can do. Variety shows 
dovetail into the revue and the 
whole is a potpourri. Performers 
can no longer hold the stage by 
themselves. The single has van- 
ished.’ 

‘Personality is the thing that gets 
a performer over,’ says Sir Harry, 
and ‘hence the popularity of Harry 
Lauder year after year.’ 

He recalled his early struggles 
when he lifted himself out of the 
Lanarkshire coal mines onto the 
stage of the Scotia Music Hall in 
Glasgow as a young man of 23. 

‘The night I did my first turn,’ 
he said, ‘I went to Mrs. Baylis, the 
proprietress, for the verdict on my 
future. She said to me, ‘Laddie, go 
home and practice.’ I made up my 
mind that she must have seen 
something in me to go that far. I 
went home and did practice, and 
I've been practising ever since. I’m 
still practising.’ 

The Human Touch 


The secret of projecting oneself 
across the footlights, he asserted, is 
to get the sincere human touch into 
your work. Lauder is doing for the 
Scottish people and for the world 
via the medium of the stage the 
Same thing that Bobbie Burns did 
for an earlier generation with the 
pen. He has constantly felt for the 
heart of humanity. To illustrate 
his method he delivered a parable, 
one of his favorite ways of pointing 
up what he has to say. 

The first time Sir Harry under- 
took to portray the character of a 


baker and sing a baker’s song he 
took counsel with his  brother-in- 
law, whose wife was a_ baker's 


daughter. He bought a suit of clothes 
and daubed it over with dough and 
flour for his characterization of 
‘Doughy, the Baker.’ He learned all 
there was to be learned of the char- 
acteristics, the problems, the life of 
the baker clan. 
A Rib-Bashin’ Dame 

The night he introduced the song 
the parents of his brother’s wife 
were there, sitting in the third row. 
All through the performance the 
wife kept ‘bashing her man in the 
ribs until by the time the show was 


over his ribs were well bashed in.’ , 


The wife wouldn't speak to her hus- 
band for two weeks. At the end of 
that time he asked her what was the 
matter. 

‘How.’ she demanded in a dudgeon, 
‘would Harry Lauder know so much 
about our lives and what passes be- 
tween the two of us if you didn’t tell 
him?’ 

Sir Harry told the anecdote to 
illustrate why folks believe in him 
because he will be at no end of pains 
to make his material ring true. 

‘That's why,’ he says, ‘when I was 
earning 21 pounds a week 
early days in London I was getting 
another hundred guineas every night 
from the biggest lords of the Swn 
at their after-the-theatre parties. No 
matter how high they come or how 
low, it’s always in human nature 
to recognize human nature. And 
they love it. 

A William Morris Discovery 

It’s all of 30 years and more now 
since William Morris first heard of 


,a droll little Scotch comedian who 


was having great success on the 
other side, went over there, 
bought up all of Lauder’s British 
contracts. In the years between, Sir 
Harry claims to have seen more of 
the United States than probably any 
other personality in the amusement 
biz. He's trouped from the St. Law- 
rence headwaters to Puget Sound 
and from Edmonton to Florida. 
Hence he claims to know America 
better than most. The years have 
brought him a philosophical mellow- 
ing despite that ‘I feel that I am as 
good at my business as I was 30 
years ago.’ 


He'll indulge himself these days in ' 


a maxim or two. He has the true 
Scotsman’s complete faith in his own 
sagacity. Asked what his greatest 
pleasure is nowadays, he said: 
‘Building up my performances and 
writing and composing my 
talking about myself and my career.’ 
His proudest memory is of a day 
in 19094 when his mother came to 
visit him 


in my! 


and | 


SONS, | 


in London and he drove | 
\her around Hyde Park and through | Heart’ 





| ob 
| Vaudeville Marches On 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, May 22. 

This unit is the third one Art 
Gleason has brought to Cap this sea- 
son and takes the palm 
other two, ‘Town Scandals’ 
‘Folies de Jour.’ It boasts sock acts 
that please the customers and moves 

along snappily in 48 minutes. 
Traveler 
car behind 


band on 
fanfare. 


parts to reveal 
scrim following 
Gleason, backstage, spiels over p.a. 
system anent ‘Vaudeville marching 
on’ despite vicissitudes that have be- 
set it in last decade and that’s cue 
for Lillian Mayfair, Vivian Manners, 
Irene Romer and Julie Allen to come 
on for military dance number, finish- 
ing up to routine done to commands 
from Gleason, still backstage. 


Femmes are followed by Ray 
Zeller and Ruth Wilburn who juggle 


hats individually and collectively, 
Zeller working in a lot of comedy. 


They are on 11 minutes 
time being taken up with Zeller 
hurling hats into audience, including 
the balcony. 


Bobby Graham, personable 19-year- 
old band leader, takes over at this 
point and moves down to mike and 
sings ‘Lonesome Road,’ encoring by 
rattling the bones to ‘Chinatown,’ 
while stepping off a fast tap routine. 


The four girls come back with 
baby dolls in their arms and after 
offering a bit of dance to ‘Sing, 


Baby, Sing,’ putting the dolls through | 


their paces to the 
Dance.’ 

Nick Darso and Marie Leed follow 
with a comedy act, former uses 
Italian dialect to good advantage in 
his cross-fire with femme. Sings a 
parody on ‘Oh, Marie,’ working in 
bits of arias from practically every 
popular opera. 

Lillian Mayfair and Vivian Man- 
ners are back in change of costume 
and go through a quick challenge 
dance routine that scores well and 
Graham brings band car down front 
for a number. Spot is placed on 
Steve Rogers, who tootles 
and sax at same time, Rogers is then 
joined by Bandsmen Gay, Hackler 
and Sorenson in a novelty ocarina 
number that clicks. Lillian Mayfair 
trots out and warbles ‘How Could 
You”’, using Graham as her foil, and 
they dance a bit to close the number 
to a good hand, 

Honey Payne, no stranger to Cap 


tune of ‘Doll 


customers, is on next with impersona- | 


tions in front of the mike of Popeye, 


| Unit Reviews 


over his | 
and | 


a lot of the | 
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, counting Gleason, who takes no part 
,in the show outside of making the 
_backstage announcements. In spite of 
two 1l-minute acts, show's tempo is 
all that can be desired and unit 
ranks big calibre. Music, too, is better 
| than usual, Luce, 


PARLEZ VOUS PAREE 


(FAY’S, PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, May 19 

This is a good middle-class variety 
show, billed as predominately girl 
stuff, but actually a well-rounded 59 
minutes of terping, music, novelties 
and acrobatics. It is all pretty clean, 
well away from the blue 
as to aud. 


bul flexible 


Featuring 22 girls. they are pre- 
sented in three production numbtrs 
at curtain raising, middle and finale, 
Make presentable line and back- 
ground without being thrown at aud, 


Precision stuff is a little better than 
in average unit. 
Top billing goes to Babetie Fon- 


taine, who does girl-in-bronze act, 
Painted golden brown and weoring 
| fig leaf effect only, curtains part en 
tableau of her standing on a pedestal 


as a fountain, with line in front. 
After girls dance, stage lights sink 
and Babette, spotted in deep blue, 


gets off pedestal and does revealing 
terp number. Near finish, lights 
come up to red and curtains in backe 
ground part for a tableau 

| Opener is nothing pretentious, 
merely showing off of line and terp- 


ing. Followed by Harry Harper, 
banjo plucker. Starts off slow with 


usual stuff, but wins hand at 
on trick imitations with the 
| ment, 

Two guys and a girl tapping. Con- 
nie Cella and Boys, follow. Good 
hoofers with entertaining routine, 
but nothing socko, Production num- 
ber next. Introed by girl chirping 
into mike. After usual hoofing, get 
some baritone singing and then 
ballet. All warbling and costumes 
are Russian. Why they go to Moscow 


end 
iInstrue 


: }in a unit tagged ‘Parlez Vous Paree’ 
clarinet | 
| 


isn’t explained, but it’s not # bad 


| hit. 


Comedian Roy Sedley is next turn, 
Starts off with some good belly 
stuff for Fay’s and by working with 





Olive Ovl, Stepin Fetchit, Joe 
Penner, Bob Burns and winds up | 
with sound effects of an airplane 
battle. Lad fixes himself up to look 
like those he’s impersonating and 
audience likes his work tremen- 
dously. Scheduled for eight minutes, 


he was forced back to go through a 
comic routine of a lady taking a bath 
and then had to return for an imi- 
tation of a drunk watching a vaude 
show. He was on 11 minutes ir all 
and had to beg off. 

With audience yelping for more, 


Payne, Mayfair and Manners come | 


on for a speedy acrobatic routine 
that finally quiets the house, the 
other two girls walk their doll babies 
on for a bow and the rest of the 


finale. 
There are 16 In the company, not 


Piccadilly Circus in his own motor 
car, with the shouts of the London 
populace’s acclaim ringing in both 
their ears, 

‘I was a wee boy just when my 
father died and my mother said to 
me, ‘Harry, you're the head of a 
family now and you'll have to earn 
the living for all of us.’ Maybe that’s 
how I know the butts-and-bens of 
Scotland so well—I lived in them. 
So, being all of 11 years old, and 
doing a man's work, I bought me a 
man's pipe and tobacco, the brand 
I still use.’ 

Sir Harry plans to remain in Hol- 
lywood until around the first of 
June. He has to get back to London 
‘and Glasgow for engagements and 
looks forward to being occupied 
|much of next year by appearances 
at the World Scottish Exhibit in 
Glasgow. 

Scottish population of Los Angeles 
and all Southern California heard of 
{Sir Harry's advent here with glee. 
They have kept the telephone in his 


suite ringing constantly with re- 
|quests for personal appearances, 
speeches, ete., here and there. It 


| wouldn't be so bad, says Sir Harry, 
‘except that a lot of ‘em call up 
collect.’ 


John Schultz Ailing 


| Followed by Curley 


stooge in a balcony box. Presentation 
is too matter of fact and gags too 
fast. Much of his stuff is pretty old 
and what wasn’t went over house 
without a ripple. Few gags rather 
darkly tinted, but not particularly 
offensive. 
Slade, who 
uses two rolled-up pieces of bristol 
board to do some imitations of mu- 
sical instruments, Final bit, mimie 
of entire Wayne King signature, a 
pip. Bronze girl bit on next, and 
then Murray, King and Roberta, 
Trio consists of two fellows and a 
girl, who terp and = roughhouse, 
They're tops on this type comedy 
stuff, especially the femme. 

Parker Bros. are showmanly pair 
of acrobatic hand-to-hand strong 
men. They are followed by Sedley 
again and then the reprise. 

Unit is owned by Earle Taylor, 
Has two other routines with same 


| company, billed as ‘Oo LaLa Conti- 


| company comes on for a perfunctory | 


nental’ and ‘The Taylor Show.’ 
Booked for about half the summer, 
Herb. 





—— — 


Wax Fights Back 


(Continued from page 33) 

















as possible out of the hands of Presi- 
dent Petrillo when he goes to face 
the national convention of the 
American Federation of Musicians in 
Louisville next month. 
No Employment Aid 

By refusing to make records 
which utilize union musicians the 
recorders feel that Petrillo will not 


| be able to go before the AFM and 


show the assembled unions what he 
has been able to accomplish in the 
way of obtaining control of record- 
ed music in Chicago; and especially 
in the way of getting standby mu- 
sicians for recorded programs in 
other local union jurisdictions. Chi- 
cago “Yecording studios are seeking 
to illustrate to the union locals 
throughout the country that the 
Chicago recording ban has not ie- 
sulted in increased employment for 
musicians in other cities through the 
enforced booking of standby musi- 
cians, but has actually resulied in 
a loss of work to Chicago musice 





John Schultz, head of Fanchon & | 


Marco’s agency end in New York, 
,has been confined to his home with 
an eye ailment. 

Expected back at his desk within 
the next couple of weeks. 

Helen Meinardi and Hoagy Car- 
michael collabed on ‘April in My 


makers. 

To this end, they are doing away 
with music entirely wherever pos- 
sible. For music they are using 
ukeleles, sweet potatoes, harmonicas, 
A Cappella choirs, and whistlers. 

Some of the recording studios are 
talking among themselves possibility 
of making a general protest to JO. 
seph Weber, president of the AFM, 
| against the Chicago musicians enti 
| recording campaign, by stating that 
| non-recording drive on the part of 
| the musicians’ union is restriint of 
tuade and unfair trade practice. 
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Legit Actors Find Radio a Dilemma: 
On the Road Local Critics Complicate 








By HOBE MORRISON 


With the revival of the road for 


legit, growing headache for actors 
and managers is’ the gratis radio 
guest appearance thing. Requests 


for appearances on non-paying radio 
shows have long been nuisance to 
lesit players in New York. But 
they're better able to protect selves 
within the confines of Broadway. 
Out of town, however, they’re fair 
game fer every broadcaster and 
every house press agent. 

What lays the legiters low on the 
road is the number and complexity 


of the angles involved in the radio 
setuv. In unfamiliar surroundings 
players aren't able to distinguish 


worthwhile stations from the others. 
To a stage name one set of call let- 
ters is apt to sound pretty much like 
another. Result actors tend to 
have set policy of either okaying or 
nixing all bids regardless. Compli- 
cating things for the legit player 
who tries to pick bigger stations or 
to nix requests are the various local 
newsp2zper ownership angles and 
tie-ubs. 

Actor that turns thumbs down on 
a request to guest gratis on news- 
pap*: station is almost: certain to 
find himself in the doghouse with 
the dramatic editor. Even if he can 
stand that, the show’s press agent 
usually howls for help rather than 
risk having the show feel editorial | 
displeasure. 

Radio Their Side-Line 

Another angle on the road is the 
number of drama and comment ra- 
dio shows handled by drama and 
pix critics and other scribes. Show 
criticism is no gold mine in the 
road towns and the boys and gals 
who sit on the aisle for a living fre- 
quently turn to radio to bolster their 
bankrolls. All of which is just too 
bad for the actors. 

Possibility the newly-formed New 
York legit press agents group may 
take some action to curb what many 
of its members feel is a racket 
preying on stage players. Publicity 
men are currently absorbed with 
their efforts to effect basic contract 
deal with the Broadway managers. 
When that’s completed, several mat- 
ters will come up for attention by 
the association. One may be the ra- 
dio setup, although unlikely any- 
thing startling will come of it since 
membership is understood to hold 
widely conflicting views regarding 
ballyhoo value of radio at the b.o. 

In New York requests for gratis 
radio stints usually come to legit 
players rather than pix names. Lat- 
ter are generally in for brief stay 
and frequently contrive to hide out 
to get privacy. Added fact is that 
Holiywood makes them experts at 
ducking unwelcome demands and at- 
tention. And film press depart- 
ments are inclined to dish out the 
freeze to minor radio lights. 

Among legit names, certain play- 
ers get reputation for being blank 
prospects for the free guestee rou- 
tine. Some, like Katharine Cornell, 
are known to nix all bids for any 
kind of appearance. Miss Cornell, 
in fact, has never once faced a mike. 
Other names, such as Helen Hayes, 
Beatrice Lillie and so on, are so well 
associated in public and broadcaster 
mind with big money programs that 
not even a_ sustaining impresario 
has nerve to ask them for a ‘bene- 
fit’ date. 


1s 


Troupers Club Holds 
Its Annual Election 








‘Rat’ 


Colo. Springs Plans 


tentatively set for July 12 (may be 


George Abbott Makes 
Two-Play Agency Deal 


An unusual ticket deal for the 
end of the season was entered into 


which George Abbott opened at the 


with the brokers is coupled with 
‘Brother Rat,’ also an Abbott show, 
at the Biltmore. First proposal was 


tions. A compromise was 
whereby the agencies gaurantee to 
sell 100 ‘Rat’ tickets nightly and will 
buy 350 tickets for ‘Service’ for each 
evening performance. Usual percent- 
age of returns applies. 

‘Service’ is the first comedy about 


maker. Both were produced without 
name players and both are slated to 
stick through summer. 

Abbott is the only manager to 


enter summer with three attractions, | 


he also having ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ | 
Warners are interested in ‘Boy’ and 
but are not in on ‘Service.’ 





Summer Stock Co. 
With Film Players 


| 





| 
| 


Season of legit stock, with film 


names as guest stars and perma- | column, thought it the ‘most stirring 
nent company of picture contract | 


players will be given this summer | 


at Colorado Springs. Opening is} 
a week earlier if a Hollywood name 
and the proper play are available) 
and will continue at least six weeks. 
Will continue until Labor Day if 
successful. 
Hunter Gardner, legit actor and | 
director, will be managing director. | 
Actor wound up long tour in ‘First | 
Lady’ last week and after acquiring | 
play rights in New York, left for 
Colorado Springs to supervise pre- | 
liminary preparations at the Fine | 
Arts Center there. Expects to arrive | 
in Hollywood next Saturday (29) to) 
begin lining up picture names and. 
supporting players. 
Opening bill will be chosen from |, 
‘Idiot’s Deight,’ “Tonight at 8.30" or 
‘Personal Appearance,’ depending on 
what film mames are available. 
Balance of the season will be picked 
from ‘End of Summer,’ ‘Biography,’ 
‘Goodbye Again,’ ‘Accent on Youth,’ 
serious play, such as either “The 
Shining Hour’ or ‘He Who Gets 
Slapped,’ and, if possible, a Broad- | 
way tryout. Understood a number | 
of film names have tentatively | 
agreed to guest-star. Also that sev- 
eral studios are anxious to set their. 
contract players for legit seasoning. | 
Factor in the willingness of pix 
players to trek to Colorado Springs 
is its comparative proximity to Hol- 
lywood (four hours by plane), yet 
the absence of critics from the Coast 
or New York. Name players with 
legit training figure they can 
turn to stage without losing too 
much time and those without legit 
experience hope to get stage testing 





for ‘Room Service,’ new comedy hit | 


Cort, N. Y. last week. Arrangement | 


for the agencies to buy the same | 
amount of tickets for both attrac- | 
made | 


shoe-string show business to click, | 


| Kennedy, Stanley Morris and Charles | 


| stage’s excitement off to Hollywood.’ : 


———_, 


Billy Sheehan Passes 


W. k. Broadway character, known 
particularly to the front of the 
house, passed last week when Billy 
Sheehan, known as the gardenia 
king, died. Said to be the first one 
to popularize that flower in Times 
He had a wholesale florist 


~— Tnside Stuff—Lesit 


‘Room Service,’ which was presented at the Cort, N. Y., last week by 
George Abbott and was accorded rave notices, was tried out in Philadel. 
phia last season by Sam H. Harris. Latter recognized the comedy’s possi- 
bilities. but when first and third act weaknesses were not revised to his 
liking, he let the rights revert to the authors. Harris previously asked 
! Abbott to consider collaborating but the present producer was too much 
| occupied with other shows at the time. Understood that Abbott’s sug- 
connection and purchased blooms) ,.::ions were followed by Murray and Boretz, the authors, in rew 
| Se eee Ps ee ae supplying | the script to its present form. 

Sheehan was most recently em- 
| ployed as stage doorman at the Lit-, 














Square. 


riting 


When first tried out by Harris ‘Service’ was a three-set show but it ; 


‘Ss 








now played in one set, original production having been discarded entirely, 

It was one of the plays produced by Harris under an arrangement with 

| Se Cees. | Metro. with Max Gordon also interested. Film end stood the loss. Abboit 

5 | is partial to the Cort, having a dash of superstition, that theatre having 

i¢ ? | housed his ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ in which Warners is also a partner. ‘Boy’ 
OF MICE AND MEN | moved from the Cort to the Ambassador last week. 

| After ‘Service’ folded out of town, Harris wanted George S. Kaufman 

DEBUTS IN FRISCO to doctor the script and restage the show. Kaufman, however, said at the 

time that he didn’t think the play’s possibilities warranted giving the 

| necessary time to it. Figured it could only be a ‘moderate’ success. Also 

San Francisco, May 25. | remarked that he was ‘too old to take any interest in those light farces.’ 

John Steinbeck’s novel, ‘Of Mice | added that of course he.always likes to work. with Moss Hart. Was busy 

and Men,’ had its world premiere in| at the time putting the finishing touches on ‘You Can’t Take It With You, 

dramatic form at the Green St. thea- | with. the latter. ‘ 
<a — yen they — play, Quick success of ‘Service’ provides unusually fast takeoff for play agency 
iterate 4 a sales sasueaad te the of Liebling and Wood. Was the agency’s first sale. Show, at the Cort, is 


, = ; : ... | expected to gross an average of nearly $15,000 a week into the fall. That 
while ‘Rat’ is the first play about | San Francisco Theatre Union on Fri-| Prseedicckieettiny ok “ ; 

life in military academies to land|day and Saturday nights for a will give co-authors royalties of $1,200 a week. 

in the money. Latter attraction while | limited period. The cast includes ee a 

not up with the straight show lead | Wellman Farley, Sal Pizzo, Mary ; ey ; 

ers. has been a consistent money- | Liles, Alice Hult, Joel Coffield, Verne Number of legit house managers are visiting New York for the first 


time in years, attending the convention under the auspices of the National 
| Theatre Council. Among them are Harry Brown, manager of the Nixon, 
| Pittsburgh; Con Little, Maryland, Baltimore; Eddie Plohn, assigned to 
| handle the National, Washington, this season; Paul Beesman, American, 
| St. Louis, and Robert Stevenson, Jr., Erlanger’s, Buffalo. Most of the 
house men are with Erlanger theatres and were called in by the main 
, office. 


Younger Stevenson will leave for the Coast after the sessions to visit 
his father, who is seriously ailing. Latter was formerly one of Broad- 


way’s best known box office men. 
| 


Crawford. 
‘Of Mice and Men’ is to have a 
production on Broadway this fall. 








‘Judgment Day’ 





(Continued from page 1) 








staffs, other writers and columnists 
praising the play after the first line | ‘Sea Legs,’ one-set musical which opened at the Mansfield, N. Y., last 

‘tics had ¢ d th d tne | week, was doubtful of continuing up to Saturday night when the bankroll 
ae ng: ay arn Caney Sows. i | came through, although the show management called on Equity for half 
stance is that of the late Percy Ham- | the salary guarantee money to pay salaries. Claimed the show will stick 


mond of the Herald Tribune who| another three weeks and, if business develops, engagement will go 
| didn’t like the thing, but Richard | through summer as anticipated. 
Watts, Jr., his successor, in a Sunday A. N. Smallwood, the reputed backer, is said to be a realtor. Harry 


| Bannister and J. Edmund Byrne are the presenters. 
se , ; | ‘When the Cat’s Away.’ 
and exciting evening in the theatre | 
since the screen took more of the | 


Show was first called 
As a farce, ‘The Cat Came Back,’ it was tried out 
several years ago by A. H. Woods. 





| Another case was that of John 
| Anderson (Journal) who wrote: ‘I 
| have only one neck and Mr. Rice's 
| play has given me a pain in it.’ Yet 
Louis Sobol, the sheet’s Broadway 


Dance Digest takes the New York dance critics over the jumps. Saying 
‘we conscientiously object to the flippant, wisecracking attitude such as 
| Danton Walker on the Daily News, Samuel Chotzinoff on the Post, the 
| narrative substitute for criticism as in the American, the ‘on the fence’ 
| attitude of John Martin (Times) blowing hot and then cold, the irritable 





re- | 


columnist, telegraphed Rice that it 
was a ‘swell melodrama,’ while Gil- 
bert Seldes on the same sheet de- 
voted a column in praise of it. Three 
critics raved over ‘Day,’ but all the 
others panned it to burnt toast. 
When the O’Casey uprising start- | 
ed, Rice hopped aboard again and 





Maybe It’s True 


‘Judgment Day,’ review in 
Variety, issue of Sept. 18, 1934, 
by Ibee was adverse to the 
drama. Reviewer wrote: ‘Per- 





the impression was it might 
have been much better received 
in some spots abroad _ than 
here.’ 

Although the play ran 
weeks, it lost money steadily 
and Elmer Rice, its author 
producer, turned the play over 
to the actors. It was then 
moved from the Belasco to the 
Fulton, but quickly folded. 
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in a speech at Columbia University 
said among other things: ‘Critics are 
drama’s worst enemies. They are 
| Stupid, jaded, illiterate drunkards... 
One is a professional keyhole peepe:”’ 
...but ‘three or four may have some 


| to do with placing flags there. 


haps the play is too foreign and | 


| condemnation of the ballet-omaniac, Irving Deakin on the Daily Mirror; 
| the preoccupation with the music to the exclusion of the dance as exem- 
| plified by the music critics who covered the ballet, such as Pitts San- 
born of the World-Telegram, Henriette Weber in the Evening Journal, 
Mr. Crotzinoff in the Post, and I. K. of the New York Sun.’ 





Backstage side of the curtain of the Martin Beck theatre, N. Y. where 


it. 


' ‘High Tor’ is housed, has crossed American and Canadian flags sewed to 
Although two members of the ‘Tor’ cast are British Empire subjects, 
| Peggy Ashcroft, English, and Hume Cronyn, Canadian, they had nothing 
Was done during last summer and fall 
| run of the D’Oyly Carte Opera company, English Gilbert and Sullivan 


troupe, at the Beck. Used a Canadian flag because they couldn't find an 


English one in the neighborhood. 





Federal claims for admissions tax against a revival of ‘As Husbands 
Go,’ when presented at the Forrest, N. Y., several seasons ago, has been 


dropped. Collector estimated that around $1,000 was due the government. 


| Play was put on by Wee & Leventhal, but was taken over during the 
| Forrest engagement. 


Murray Winkler, an attorney, signed the contracts and because of that 


the claim was made against him. 





Alex. Yokel. who leased the Fulton and recently sublet to the Minskys 


for two-a-day burlesque, says he is unworried over the 
by the commissioner’s refusal to renew burley licenses. 
anticipate securing a license as indicated by their having 


rent. 


situation caused 
Minsky people 
paid two weeks 


They posted $10,000 in cash as security for the payments on the lease. 





Eddie Dowling and Rae Dooley have adopted a baby. 
| new ‘papa,’ the kid was only six hours old when they arranged to bring 


According to the 











of ‘Idiot’s Delight’ on. tour and is in 
Hollywood. Seeing the dentist and 
will rejoin the show on the Coast. 











| Rat,’ Aug. 20; ‘Tovarich,’ Nov. 5-6; 
|‘Lady Precious Stream,” December; 


‘Frederika,’ Jan. 25-26; ‘You Can't 


earth’ and that Hollywood scouts 


| 

| first-nighters were the ‘scum of the 
| tae 

| were worse than the critics. It ap- 


| pears that when Rice started writing | 
Actor will have the title role in| Take [t With You,” Feb. 25-26; ‘The | 


propaganda plays he failed to strike 


*Amphitryon, 38,’ the Lunts’ next for| Women,’ March 4-5; ‘Victoria Re-|a popular note and had three flops 


the Theatre Guild. 


gina,’ April 25-26-27. 


in a row. 





vaudeville 
formers in 
freak spot. 


and burley per- 
dramatic roles at their 
There will be no stand- 


ard legit people employed, but in- 


Stead, all roles in revivals will go to 
professionals of other fields in their 


} first legit attempts, 





without risk of critical shellacking. | S€"s¢ of theatre sensitivity.’ Rice up the infant. 
Added incentive is the theatre. ress are his remarks as being the Understood that the baby, now three months of age, is of Polish-Jewish 
Troupers C'ub Ass'n, group of $1,000,000 project with complete | ‘CU mination of 20 years of hate’ and | parentave. 
traveling stage employees, held its technical equipment and the last! that ‘few dramatic critics know any- _ i 
regular annual elections "at head-| Word in actor's comfort and con- thing about acting or directing or ve eee ~~ 
oso wall May a : veniences. have any idea of what goes into the g h . 
n ~ Marty Gibbons was elected presi- In addition to directing produc- making of a performance.’ straw al Digs Talent FEDS T0 BUILD OWN 
i dent. Robert Welch, v.-p.; Louis J. tions, Gardner will probably design The critics were prompt to retort : 
| Thomas and .Charles C. Nichols, the sets. Top price will be $2.50,| and reminded Rice that it took him Instead of New Plays THEATRE ON COAST 
ig financial secretaries; George G. with bills being changed weekly. a long while to make up his mind, 
i O’Neill, treasurer; Harry B. Mc-| Theatre will not be run to show) since he made no objection to the a ie cme 
"| | Grane, assistant. treasurer; Joseph profit, Colorado Springs Fine Arts| praise of such plays of his as ‘Street Zac Freedman and Julian B. Tut- Los Angeles, May 25. 
a Kennedy and Alec Borden, recording Center being amply endowed insti- | Scene’ and ‘C ounsellor at Law.’ In hill, theatre editor of the Hartford J. Howard Miller, western regional 
i ! secretaries; Robert Doll, sergeant.| tution. Resort's normal population the latter show Rice had a piece of Times, are sponsoring a reverse sum director of the Federal Theatre 
Hit Directors are Ben Beerwald, Al| of 25,000 is multiplied during sum-| the managerial end and_ together eae tlt . gz ” | Project, has announced plans for 
if Glardon, Hugh Scollan, Fred R. Le} mer season. | with rovalties is said to have made <atre at Hartford's Avery | erection of a 250-seat theatre here 
ii Varge, Ernie Trace and Rex Owen. | — 2 : fortune. One reviewer condoned Memorial theatre, using new talent | early next fall. Musart will be con- 
oy it RNS Denver’s 37-38 Legits }~ bao atte - that the au- and old plays as against new plays verted into a Negro house, produc- 
P " thor had turned manager and in ang old talent of regulati tr ing plays written and acted by 
Thomson S Time Out Denver, May 25. | renting the Belasco was taking a ,_ SMmatiON SUaw-.! Nevroes, 
| For the coming season Arthur M. | double chance in presenting his own hatters. Opens tonight (Wednesday ). Nar : T i 
nee it : ; ee Miller announced that FTP wi 
| Oberfelder has booked seven legits |'plays there. Rice also thought that Pair have hit upon gag of testing open George Bernard Shaw's ‘Too 
Barry Thomson has left the cast! for Denver. They include ‘Brother radio 5 . 


True to Be Good’ at the Hollywood 
Playhouse in September. Also ait 
FTP company will begin a tour of 
1l western states playing “The Mer- 
chant of Venice’ around Sept. 15. 

Following the announcement; 
Miller left for New York. 











Pf 








_Wainonmy. May 26, a, ORL ES 











LEGITIMATE 


4 


VARIETY 











Something to 


Think About 





Governor Lehman of New York has vetoed the Dunnigan bill which, in 


effect, sought to establish one-man 


censorship of the legitimate stage. 


Without doubt he took into account the protest from the public, press and 


nearly every organized group in the theatre, 


occasion for some gratification, but 


His nix of the bill is the 
there will be little permanent joy 


until the lesson is absorbed by the men and women whose profession is 


the stage. 





An assault of this character must be avoided in the future. 


js only one way—eternal vigilance. 


And there 





The handwriting was on the wall several weeks ago, when the burlesque 


mess began to make the front pages of the dailies. 


business turned out to be nobody's 


What was everybody s 


business, and the Dunnigan bill, revo- 


lutionary in character and vicious in intent, was slipped through both 


houses of the legislature without public hearing or industry protest. 


Ap- 


parently no one connected in a responsible way with the theatre knew 
anything about the bill until after its passage. 


Then there were hurried calls for 


once organized, was ably handled. 
Lehman veto saved its neck. 


mass meetings, 
goers and solicitation for support from the press. 


petitions by theatre- 


But the issue never should have developed to the desperate situation 


where a veto was necessary. 


Someone should have stopped it earlier. 


The events which gave the opponents of the theatre a chance to slip 
through the Dunnigan measure were the accumulation of a Broadway 


scandal with respect to operation of burlesque shows. 


the strip shows with their disgusting 
supply which needed only one spark 


threaten the entire amusement world. 


It isn’t pleasant to yell ‘copper,’ 


but sometimes it is essential. 


Week by week 
dialog were building up a hydrogen 
of decency to make an explosion to 





Everyone 


with any interest in show business knew that burlesque, once a sturdy 
and respectable branch of show business, was galloping, red-eyed, to cer- 


tain doom. The penal laws, 
gotten. 
Then the blow-off. 


easily enforced upon complaint, were for- 
A liberal city government was content to let matters run along. 





The legitimate theatre, to which press and public gave unanimous sup- 
port in the veto campaign, might well look into its own affairs with some 


misgivings. If the crisis just passed 


responsibility among those who operate the stage, then the turmoil, 
certainty and aroused sentiment may well have been worth while. 


serves to awaken a higher sense of 
un- 
It’s 


something to think about, something to be concerned about. 





One Man Censorship Meets Defeat 
With Dunnigan Veto; And in Omaha 


One man censorship was knocked 
out twice last week, the points be- 
ing distant but almost simultaneous. 
Governor Lehman vetoed the Dun- 
nigan bill in New York, a measure 
which aroused the legit theatre and 
the press of the metropolis to frantic 
protest. In Omaha, the mayor who 
demanded that last season’s Pulitzer 
prize winner, ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ de- 
lete a number of passages, suddenly 
changed his mind after being up- 
braided, indicating that the sticks 
are against censorship as much as 
Broadway. 


In the western city it was first an- 
nounced ‘that the play had can- 
celled the date and the Theatre 
Guild in N. Y. declared it would 
never book Omaha again. Late in 
the afternoon Omaha's mayor, Dan 
Butler, was visited by Alfred Lunt, 
who, with Lynn’ Fontanne, is 
Starring in ‘Delight.’ He had agreed 
to cut some lines but when in- 
formed of the number, said it 
couldn't be done. Lunt told hizzoner 
that the horrors of war as expressed 
in the play are ‘indecent and inten- 
tionally so” It appears the mayor 
also objected to a mention of an af- 
fair in the Governor Bryan hotel, 
Omaha, in the play. There is no 
such hotel, 

Mayor Butler, who stopped the 
first performance of ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
which, however, after getting a 
court writ played two performances 
anyhow, was criticized by Bishop 
G. Bromly Oxman, who took ex- 
ception to his remarks that no one 
would dare take a 17-year-old child 
to see ‘such garbage.’ Clergyman 
said he was taking his 14-year-old 
daughter to see the performance 
along with some other adolescents 
from her school. The Rev. Oxman’s 
comment was along the lines ex- 
Pressed in New York against cen- 
sorship. Among other things he said 
a ‘successful politician should be 
wise enough to know that censorship 
is more dangerous than an occa- 

sional realistic line...Persons or 

“ganizations who turn to censor- 


(Continued on page 57) 





Campaign Costs 





Cost of the legit theatre's 
protest of the Dunnigan one- 
man-censor bill was around 
$600. Most of the expenditure 
went to the printing of slips 
which were signatured by audi- 
ences. Another item was the 
purchase of 210 gross small 
pencils which were also handed 
to theatre-goers. It is expected 
the bill will be paid by the 
League of New York Theatres. 

After some 60,000 slips had 
been sent to Albany, Governor 
Lehman’s office advised the 
Joint Committee of the Legiti- 
mate Theatre Opposed to Cen- 
sorship, not to send the balance 
which kept piling up in the 
League's offices. 


wae 

















OFFER AUSSIE TOUR TO 
LUNT AND FONTANNE 


Sydney, May 11. 
Sir Ben Fuller has made an offer 
to Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
for a season covering Australia and 
New Zealand. 





The job of defense, | ‘"® 
The stage was in a tight spot and the 





American stars have not as yet | 


indicated, 
will accept. 


Sam Byrd in Maine 


Sam Byrd, 








who will produce a 


new Paul Green drama in the Fall, | 


left last week (19) for Skowhegan, 
Me., where he'll remain until ready 
to begin casting it late in the Sum- 
mer for an out-of-town tryout. Just 
returned from South Carolina, where 
he huddled with Green about the 
latter’s script. 

Will have the lead in ‘Rollo’s Wild 
Oats,’ opening bill at the Lakewood 
Theatre, Skowhegan, beginning May 
29. 





C GONVENTION 
PLANS CAMPAIGN 





Stress Need for 
Drastic Measures to Bet- 
ter Legit Setup in N. Y. 
and on the Road 


Speakers 





OPPOSE HOLLYWOOD 





By JACK PULASKI 
Convention of the legitimate thea- 
the auspices of the pro- 
posed American Theatre Council, be- 
gan its four-day sessions at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y., Monday at noon. At- 
tendance under-estimated and 
it was necessary to set up more tab- 
during which the 
keynote of the convention was con- 
All groups 
and unions were represented except 
the musicians, but a _  stagehands 
head torcefully spoke in support of 
the convention’s objectives and said 
the ‘theatre may have to lock horns 
with the picture people.’ 

That was not the only reference 
to Hollywood. The picture end was 
mentioned again during the luncheon 
and later at the business session 
which extended during the after- 
noon. Sidney Howard just back 
from the Coast said: ‘I wonder why 
we are here—managers, authors, 
stagehands, designers and others. I 
wonder why we are not in Holly- 
wood, but there is a good reason— 
like Bernard Shaw, we are all stage- 
struck, 


, under 


was 
les for luncheon, 


veyed in brief addresses. 


‘There are enough factions to start 
one of the finest of free-for-all 
fights, but we are here to fight for 
more freedom from the domination 
of Hollywood.’ He mentioned the 
number of people from out of town 
being present and felt the ‘New 
York theatre wants to be told where 
to get off.’ 

Bring Back to Road 


James J. Brennan, a vice-president 
of the IATSE (stagehands union) 
and re-elecied head of number one 
local, said his people welcome the 
opportunity to take part in any pro- 
ceeding which will bring back the 
road, for that is where most of IA’s 
people are interested. He added: 


(Continued on page 56) 


SHUBERTS SUED BY 





PIRANDELLO ESTATE: 


Select Theatres Corp. and Lee and 
J. J. Shubert were named defendants 
Friday (21) in N. Y. Supreme Court 
by Stefano Pirandello, who seeks an 
injunction to stop the Shuberts from 
producing the play, ‘Travarsi.’ 
Plaintiff is acting for the estate of 
his dead brother, Luigi Pirandello, 
author of the play. Claims play- 
wright contracted with Gilbert 
Miller to produce play, the latter 
paying $1,000 advance. 

Pirandello 
tinue contract and the Shuberits to 
_ lay off. 





however, whether they | Dramatists Guild’s New 


Assessment Schedule 


Members of the Dramatists Guild, 
at a meeting this week, voted an in- 
crease of assessments as follows: $5 
a week for plays grossing up to 
$9,000 a week; $10 per week for 
plays grossing from $9,000 to $15,000; 
and $15 a week for productions 
grossing over $15,000 a week. 

Musical show assessments, based 
on royalty, will be each $1 per week 
on grosses of $18,000 to $25,000, and 
$3 per week over $25,000. 

Members of the Guild still remain 
exempt on the first $2,500 of annual 
earning. 





B’WAY CHALLENGES COAS 














LYTELL QUITS PLAY 


Leaves One Gatien Play for Another 
—On Radio This Summer 

Bert Lytell has withdrawn from 
the cast of ‘Suzanne and God,’ John 
Golden play, due to script revision. 
Piece, by Rachael Crothers, opens in 
New York this fall, starring Ger- 
trude Lawrence. It recently tried 
out for two weeks in Philadelphia 

Lytell will do ‘Jimmy Valentine’ 
as a radio serial for a sponsor this 
summer, and likely another play for 
Golden next autumn. 





ETERNAL ROAD 
REOPENING 
SET BACK 


Plan to reopen ‘The Eternal Road’ 
at the Manhattan O. H. next Mon- 
day (31) has been deferred, with a 
decision to be made later this week 
whether the costly biblical spectacle 
will be relighted in New York. Ar- 
rangements had been made to cut 
the operating cost again and re- 
duce the ticket scale to $2.20 top. 

Future of ‘Eternal Road’ appears 
to be up to the creditors other than 
those who backed the $500,000 pro- 
duction. Approximately $100,000 is 
owed, an accumulation of red during 
the engagement. Creditors have 
been advised that the only way they 
can be paid in part or whole would 
be from anticipated profits if and 
wHen the show resumes. 


JERSEY COAST DATES 
FOR ANTIQUE MELLERS 


Two old type melodramas, used as 
cabaret. attractions, are slated for 
seashore resorts this summer, 
‘Naughty Naught,’ winding up at the 
converted church known as_ the 
American Music Hall, N. Y., will 
probably be spotted at the Ritz 
Gardens, Atlantic City. Latter is a 
boardwalk night spot adjacent to 
the Ritz hotel. 

‘Murder in the Red Barn,’ which 











wants Miller to con- | 





preceded ‘Naught’ at the Music Hall, 
is being angled for Asbury Park's 
convention hall. Both attractions will 
have accompanying olios. Contracts 
for both mellers are due to be sig- 
natured this week. 


Candid Camera Addicts 
Picking Their Shots 


Ticket agency men have often 
wondered at the peculiar requests 
for tickets in certain locations, espe- 
cially aisle seats on the last rows. 
Recently there has been a wave of 
requests for such tickets and it was 
finally discerned that the requests 
eame froin candid camera addicts. 
An electric gadget makes it easy to 
take interior shots without special 
lighting and amateur photographers 
spot celebrities as quickly as auto- 
graph hounds. 

Formerly there were frequent re- 
quests for the back row aisle seats 
from timid persons who insisted on 
those locations because of the possi- 
bility of fire or other casualty. With 
such occurrences rare, the requests 
finally dropped to zero. 


John Root Gives Up 


Margaret Mullen, of the cast of 
‘Room Service,’ will be married on 
Sunday (30) to John Root, legit 
scene designer. Wedding is to take 
place ‘somewhere in Pennsylvania.’ 

Root did the sets for ‘Red 
Harvest,’ in which Miss Mullen re- 
cently appeared on Broadway. 











N Y. Actors Hold Midnight Meeting 
To Aid Spanish Loyalists Cause 


By ROBERT REINHART 

Broadway is het up about Spain. 
Not only hot, but worked up and 
doing things. That is to say, a cere 
tain section of Broadway is, but it's 
a cross section, It’s not just the pro- 
fessional radicals, or the down and 
outers, or the independents, but all 
kinds and lots of them with jobs— 
some of them top-notch jobs. Some- 
thing seems to have hit the actors 
who have been sitting areund the 
45th street pubs for years indulging 
in small talk. Maybe it’s a social 
conscience. Anyhow, whatever it is, 
last week there was the Dunnigan 
bill to fight. Now and for some time 
before this, however, juveniles and 
ingenues seem, to some extent, to 
have dropped Hollywood considera- 
tions and are rushing around pro- 
moting meetings in some cases—‘For 
Spain.’ 

There was such a midnight meet- 
ing on Monday (24) at the Belasco 
to which nearly 300 people came and 
stayed for almost two hours. It was 
a dramatic, picturesque sight. The 
house was dimly lighted, as the Be- 
lasco always is. On the stage, turned 
into a platform for the occasion, sat 


(Continued on page 57) 


PHILLY MAYOR'S 
LEGIT CONTROL 


New censorship setup for Phila- 
delphia was seen last week in Mayor 
S. Davis Wilson’s dictum before a 
gathering of several hundred theatre 
and nitery men. According to Hiz- 
zoner’s ruling, producers must sub- 
mit a script for approval before any 
legit show may open in a Phila- 
delphia theatre. Violation of the rule 
would make the theatre owner liable 
to revocation of his license. 


While Wilson still maintains the 
smoke screen of his so-called Theatre 
Control Board, the fact that he is 
the real and active boss of the situa- 
tion was revealed again recently 
when he abruptly closed ‘Orchias 
Preferred’ entirely on his own in- 
itiative. Understood the censor boaid 
membership, previously known for 
its liberal views, concurred in Wile 
son’s action, but on previous oc- 
casions (such as the case of ‘Mulatto’) 
the board favored allowing plays to 
go, but was overruled by the Mayor. 

As it now stands, Philly’s legit 
censor situation is virtually the same 
as during J. Hampton Moore's blue- 
nose mayorality administration, when 
scripts had to be okayed by Henry 
Starr Richardson, the mayor’s ‘per- 
sonal one-man censor board.’ At 
the inception of his term, Mayor 
Wilson made a show of liberality, 
appointing an ‘independent § and 
broad-minded’ board, which speedily 
permitted the showing in Philly of 
‘Tobacco Road’ and ‘Sailor, Beware,’ 
both of which had been nixed by 
the previous regime. 

But Wilson tipped his mitt com- 
pletely last fall in the case of ‘New 
Faces,’ rising in his third-row seat 
to stamp wrathfully out of the For- 
rest theatre in protest against the 
skit in which Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was portrayed. That and 
the ‘Mulatto’ incident are known to 
have caused considerable friction 
between the Mayor and his board, 
whose members serve without pay. 
Understood they grumbled to friends 
about being ‘stooges’ and ‘goats’ for 
Wilson’s private censorship views. 











L. I. Student Strawhat 


Studio of Acting, N. Y., is forme 
ing student stock company for the 
summer season at the John Drew 
Memorial Theatre, East Hampton, 
| e * 

Sarah Enright, Maynard Morris 
and Reginald Lawrence 0.o.-Ing can- 
didates. 


OR * 
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THE DARK MARE | 


Pasadena, May 17. | 


Comedy in three acts (seven scenes) hs 
Joseph Carole, presented May 17, ‘37, ai 
Laboratory theatre of Pasadena Commu) iy 
Playhouse; directed by Gustave Schirmer, 
Walter Allen, art director. 


} 


Frank Bayes......+.+ eeeveccesd Jimmy Judson 
Mary BayeS....cccccesecss Patsy Challgren | 
Clara BaBMam.ceccccccccvccers Mildred Young 
MEMEED. cccccweseeeccseecenss Barbara Parmley 
Richard BayeS......ecseces Stephen Powers 
Touelilia Bayes.....cccscececs Phyllis Coope 
Desmond Rasmussen........ Gustav Twee 
Albert Dunhill......cccceecs Barton Booth 
Edward Moss...........--George Reynolds 





Premised on the ancient story of 
the wife who opposes her politician 
husband, “The Dark Mare,’ by Joseph 
Carole, benefits from a_ treatment 
tuned to modern family and political 
trends and emerges as good pro- 
spective material for further stage or 
screen consideration. As presented 
in the Laboratory Theatre of the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse by 
student players, it is pretty rough 
and in many instances obviously in 
need of further scripting, but the 
elements of sound entertainment are 
at all times visible. 

Frank Bayes is mayor of a small 
city and a very egotistical and boast- 
ful husband whose family is quite 
tired of his eloquence. Obviously in 
the hands of political sharpshooters, 
he faces a stiff campaign for re- | 
election. When reporters visit the | 
home, his wife, Mary Bayes, tires of | 
hearing his boasts and remarks that 
she could run against him and beat 
him. The next day it is all over the 
front pages of the local papers. 

Political opponents grab at the op- | 
portunity and talk her into running. 
After a spirited campaign she wins, | 
but her defeated husband departs for 
parts unknown. Assuming office, she 


Plays Out of Town 


| as from. the plague. 


LEGITIMATE 








tion on the part of casting, settings | 


and careful planning. 


Kondolf and his asséMates have | 


taken a fantasy, and have wrought 


| out of it a play which is completely 


interesting to the most humble in the 
audience. It has taken the fantasy 
of the return of Abraham Lincoln to 
these United States, and has made of 
that a living depiction of the Great 
Emancipator’s reactions and strug- 


gles to and with the problems of the 


modern day. 
Rather leftist, perhaps, in the key- 
note of the play, leaning frankly to- 
ward labor as being held in capital- 
istic slavery; but it is, nevertheless, 
down-to-earth and aimed completely 
for the hearts of the commonest "per- 
son in the audience. Robert Milton 
has directed the show at a funeral 
pace and the long waits between the 
many scene changes work an unfor- 
tunate handicap on the smooth flow 
of the play Many of the show’s 
faults are due to these woeful waits, 
and much of the early lethargy of 
the play is the fault of the staging. 
But through it all blooms the sin- 
cerity of the purpose that makes the 
‘Lonely Man’ ride as the true herald 
of the WPA theatre projects. This 
sincerity of purpose is what makes 
the work of John 
Walter Huston, so 


turned to earth as David Hildebrand, 
instructor in 
Lincoln University in Kentucky. 
Huston gives an excellent account 


| of himself. 


It is up to the WPA theatre group 
to produce such plays as ‘Lonely 
Man’; plays which deal with vital, 
industrial problems touching the 
lives of all men; plays which the 
commercial theatre backs away from 
And the cour- 


sets the politicians in their places | age and vision of the Kondolf unit in 


and aims to save the town from | 
bankruptcy. When firemen go on | 
strike, she puts their wives on the | 
jobs until they tire of doing the 
household chores and beg to be al- 
lowed to return to work. 

Her son, Richard, turns loose a 
dangerous criminal from the city | 
jail and is gone for days, but returns 
a hero when he brings back not only 
the liberated scoundrel but a flock of 
hunted gang killers. Her sister, Clara 
Eagan, decides to take a hand in 
municipal affairs and moves in as | 
unpaid secretary but marries the | 
paid secretary and then they both 
Move into the mayor’s home. 
daughter, Louella Bayes, marries a 
young communist who changes his 
views and makes good when his 
mother-in-law puts him to work | 
driving a city truck. 

In the final scene the husband re- | 
turns home just as political leaders | 
are drafting his wife as a congres- | 
sional candidate. Unable to resist a | 
chance to boast, he recites his wife’s | 
acceptance and then goes into a longs 
personal eulogy as the family yawns 
and the curtain drops. 

Initial show had benefit of several | 
good performances, particularly those | 
by Patsy Challgren, Barbara Parm- 
ley, Louella Bayes, Gustave Tweer 
and Barton Booth. Murf. 


THE LONELY MAN 


Chicago, May 25. 

Drama fantasy in three acts and a pro- 
log (nine scenes) by Howard Koch. Pre- 
sented by WPA Federal Theatre Project. 
Directed by Robert Milton, under the su- 
pervision of George Kondolf. Settings, 
Clive Rickabaugh; lighting, Duncan White- 
side. At Blackstone, Chicago, May 16, '37. 
Cast: E, M, Johnstone, John Allman, 
May Adams, Lucille Colbert, George Lewis, 
Victor Sutherland, William Courneen, Al- 
fred Clarke, Charles Lum, Michael Kines 
ton, Otis Gordinier, Tom Browne, Forrest | 
Smith, Art Smith, Harold Rogers, Oliver 
Henning, Lester Podewell, Brent Wrenn, 
Everett Marshall, Edgar Tegner, Glen 
Beveridge, Pat Devlin, Charles Gordinier, 
Grant Foreman, Charles Conklin, Henry 
Latier, Hubert Stumpf, William Pollard, 
Barbara Burruss, Kay Ewing, John Hus- 
ton, Henri Hartzel, Tom McDermott, Les- 
lie Spears, Herbert Slade, Jack Herman, 
Milton Pollack, Gertrude Lyall, May Fast- 
man, Vera Pollitt, Albert Storch, Jack 
Bean, Helene Jordon, June Rose, William 
Pitts, William Hilliard, Patrick Butler, 
Fd. Santoro, George Dayton, Larry Brooks, 
Guy Hickman, Albert Storch, Maurice Caz- 
dan, Silas Phelps, Clara Tingreen, Clara 
Ongawa, Gertrude Lyall, Bessie Tibbils, 
Violet LeClaire, Virginia Robinson, Opal 
Walker, Patricia O’'Hearn, John Allman, 
Marion Cashman, Betty Sexton, Patricia 
Swisher, Dorothy Karl, Helen Hopkins, 
tuth Smythe, Robert Anderson, Sam Iani- 








| able 


presenting this play to the public 
must be admired. 

To discuss frankly the question of 
the industrial slavery of coal miners 
in the midwest, and to depict the re- 
incarnate Lincoln’s attempt to eman- 
cipate them, even in the face of cap- 
italistic opposition takes consider- 
able courage; particularly for a gov- 
ernmental project. Yet Kondolf and 
his company have faced the question 
squarely and have done a bang-up 
job of it. They have here not only 
a play which will arouse consider- 
public comment, but which 
must necessarily be admired for a 
precision of production. Loop. 


DOUBLE BED 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Farce comedy in three acts by Samuel 
Jesse Warshawsky. Presented at Little 


| theatre of Beverly Hills May 10, ‘37. Di- 


rected by Frederick Gehrmann. 


nd ph Pat O'Malley 
PE SAI Soe ioe ais oaos 46. Peter Potter 
ee | Sarre ee Rose Love 


Blanche Schell... 


; ---Louise Lanning 
Dr. David Shott. 


seeeeses-tharles Brewster 





Cora Shott....... eseees--- Kathleen Nelson 
tg a! EOE TT Poe Joel Friedkin 
Se BOD Wa narec ses Webb esas cead Ethel Bell 
Fred Boud.........eee0...Malcolm Graham 
Randolph Marshall........... Doug Spencer 
gk A Peers Josephine Dix 


‘Double Bed’ is a trite, inconse- 
quential and thoroughly boring dust- 
ing off of the timeworn story of a 
young couple suffering from inter- 
ference of in-laws. The play, pre- 
sented for the first time by a cast 
largely composed of student players 
at the Little Theatre of Beverly 
Hills, is nothing more than an ordi- 
nary dud. It will last as long as the 
personal fans of a large cast care to 
show up, but it has no potentialities 
for future presentations. 

Play, authored by Samuel Jesse 
Warshawsky, has no surprises and 
no previously unexplored situations. 
The lines are devoid of mirth-pro- 
voking qualities 

Story is built around a young doc- 
tor who returns with his bride from 
a honeymoon in Europe to have his 
practice ruined, his home broken up, 
his personal fortune stolen and his 
own reputation blackened by med- 
dling in-laws. With this drab prem- 
ise for comedy, the author sends the 
happy couple out to Texas to start 
life anew. 

Pat O'Malley, Peter Potter and 
Charles Brewster struggle through 
the awkward script to give the best 
performances possible under the cir- 





tello, Charles Ernst, Hemry Dilworth, Le- 
roy Toms, Sr., Lloyd Cabbell, and Samuel 
Clark, 


‘Lonely Man’ is the culmination of 
a successive upward series of steps| 
on the part of the local Federal, 
Theatre Project. It marks the high! 
mark for production on the part of! 
the WPA theatre group, and it,| 
along with other efforts of the Chi-| 
cago FTP, ranks as solid theatre. 

Locai WPA group has done many | 
fine things in the theatre since com-| 
ing under the leadership of George | 
Kondolf, but ‘Lonely Man’ rates as 
the best of all these things. 

Play, while not a commercial in) 
that sense of the word, is, neverthe- 
less, worthy of good, solid produc- | 
tion. And the local FTP group de- 
serve plenty of credits for its fine 
presentation of a difficult play. For 
here is a play which probably would 
find no producer on Broadway, and 
if such a producer could be found), 
—to present it so whole-heartedly, 
and give it the complete co-opera- | 


cumstances, but their efforts come to 


| naught. Murf. 


| Greatest F lait Ghaien Garbo 


Beverly Hills, May 22. 


Satirical comedy in five scenes. Written 
by Ralph Birehard and Ben Bard, Pre- 
sented and directed by Ben Bard at the 


Bard plavhouse. 
Leopold Gustay Gordon. 
Buck Benning.. 


..Jack Carson 
hdmund Glover 


Kenny Jamison .. Julian Madison 
Ruby Nash ‘ Frances Enelish 
« Sree , ; James McNally 
Larry Burke ... Jdack Cordell 
Linda Tuane.... swe Rina Revel 
Cynthia Grey Lee Pardridge 
Bem Ci hihi caste dk~e cena aad Hal Mend 
Lora Parke Jeanne Keller 
Arthur Conwa Bob Heasley 
Tate hee Huntley Robertson 
Steve Andrews William Orr 
Carl Schultz Jack Muller 
Mari ' a S Iva MeVeagh 
Solty Gy ! Tom Sandvall 
| | Cirittis Arthur Knox | 
~ tin Clarice Roma 

Newest play to give the inside 


workings of a studio and rib sa- 


tirically is ‘The Greatest Find Since 


Huston, son of 
forceful in the} 
|role of the reincarnate Lincoln, re- 


political economy at | 


terviews ’ ne eB t 
| Casella on the drama being dead as|the show on in five days or lose 










. piece is a travesty in five | 
t often makes previous | =. 


~~ 


Gd&bo,.t which is another of the Ben | 
‘Sving cast’ plays. ; a S on 0a ay 
‘ed by Ralph Birchard and 













ntertaining offering for | 
rawith the activities of 


ng Hollywood lukewarm. | 
ROOM SERVICE 


| 
ern film plant and those who Farce in three acts (four sconce) . 
j rithi ates Murray, Allen Boretz, presented and stages 
toil within the gates. by George Abbott at Cort, N. Y.; May 19, 


| 
' 
| 
As a popular offering, however, it oy. set. Cirker and Robbins; $3.30 top. 
} 






is a dud. So technical are most Of | sacha Smirnoff.......eeee++: Alexander Asro 
the scenes and dialog that the gen- | Gordon Miller....sesseeeseeer: Base 
jeral public would miss their point pony Sinton. Retest ekess Philip) Loeb | 
by seven leagues. But for those in | jr. paciund....--- Soi th Teddy Mart 
'the trade there are plenty of genus | (pristine Marlowe......++-! Margaret Mullen 
inely appreciated laughs. eo Davis... os ugancaaeeeen name ees 

Rather lengthy, play gives Bard | (itiiry Wagners---se-e> Donald MacBride 


Simon Jenkins. ....seeee+4+: Philip Wood 


lactors plenty of opportunity to dis- 


; T gal Jack Byrne 

play their wares and the front is aggro Hogarth....cccess: So i 3 yrne 
ice , ; - Sin CMR s kaka senes s Robet 

|nicely mounted for the agents and i nok Messenger William Mendrek 

| the talent scouts. Senator Blake Ralph Morehouse 


| 


Storv itself does not impress. It is 
| strictly characterization and dialog 
i throughout. Everything happens in 
1a picture studio. 

As the chest-beating and desk- 
|pounding producer, Jack Carson is 
lacceptable. Edmund Glover and 
| Julian Madison also perform well. 
| Ben Bard directed. Barr. 


PLAYS ABROAD 


‘Room Service’ is a wacky comedy 
with a lot of laughs; so much so that 
it should last a goodly time on 
Broadway. There’s no rhyme nor 
reason to it—but it’s a farce, so 


| what's the diff? 





dling, ‘Room Service’ has, more than 
anything, pace and action. There are 
very few dead moments. Even if the 





ae sane—it’s action. And it’s fun. 
—— eet mbainangs Sedma fy Allen Boretz and John Murray, in 
Florence, May 1?. the writing, have taken one of those 


Myste pl 1 one act by Corrado Pavo- . J eee swat . signee 
| Pe ith music by Alfredo Casella. Di- | typical Broadway shoestringer yarns 
lrected by Dr. Lothar Wallerstein; dance | and crossed it with giddy hotel- 

direction, Margherita Waltman; musical keeping. It works. Especially as 
| eek: Ge anes een ae ucla, | east from what begins to look like 
} rne i At eatre ttorio » " 7 ‘ é ‘ : 
Floren e, during the May Music Festival. the George Abbott stock company. 


This play has been much publi- 
| cized in advance as an attempt to 


'has everything except money. His 
brother-in-law happens to be the 
represent the Italian conquest of | manager of a hotel so Leven moves 
Ethiopia in the form of an old mys- | in, cast and all. And, in order to 
tery or morality play. The music | hold the cast, he lets them eat on 
was said to be the equivalent of a/|the house. Just about the time 
church oratorio in lectures and in- | they're all to be thrown out a money 
by both Pavolini and|man shows up. They've got to get 


everything. They do. But in be- 


orm of artistic expression. Their ‘ 
a ’ : tween are three acts of screwy ups 


play was to be something entirely 
new and different. 
Premiere shows, however, that the 


ic here is not ready for an ; 
Paaity of this sort. Reaction was| (there have been dozens tried) suf- 


7e a | fer fr i : the writers 

avorable and the critics were| fer from being too local, t 5 

a motrin Paeles without vee a ——— ag 4 the — 

matic conflict and music without | OU! iront don ow ae ween 

dramatic quality do not blend well| things that go om Ceteane me 

on the stage in this instance. therefore can’t laugh at them. In 

Everything in we performance is | “"° we . Pacem 

supposed to be so signific@t that it inside 7 aged — pod ms. how. 
is rather a strain to follow ®t. Trees | W!S€ Mob, bu decile Pp vt 

talk, the earth speaks and \irplanes | laughs and down-to-the-norm situ- 

re personified and become |ations. Thus, a lot of the old plays 

Me vn tl riators of this type, which flopped, made 

sorte 97 wt on ae i. flip cracks about VarreTy in a casual 

eautiful poetic passages |manner. But in their play its a real 

; a . | laugh when the producer says to the 

pega Mec Seger: a me —- | Wamery? ‘Don’t you ever read 

' 


business. 
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f soyvey 9 =. cam 6 
The week of De, other We VarRIETY?’ and the scribe replies ‘I 


- - ; ught one once, but I couldn’t un- 
stein as director; of Marghe ~ ey 
Wallman as directress of the dancdgs;,| Merstand ¥- poy is part- 
Antonio Guarnieri, orchestral | c | nered by Philip Loeb. A-1 asa come- 
ductor, and Pl gui set —— ‘| and-get-it stage director, and Teddy 
way See e'- | Hart as a stooge. Looks almost like 
this part was written in for Teddy, 


COLAS BREUGNON 


Moscow, May 7. 
Piay adapted by N. Nemchenko and V. 
Novikova from Romain @Rolland’s novel of 
the same name. Directe@by N. Okhlopkovy, 
At the Realistic theatre Moscow. 


handled. That makes a triumvirate 
reminiscent of the same _ stager’s 
‘Three Men on a Horse’—and that’s 
okay, too. In fact, the play could 
almost be called ‘Three Men on a 






COIBS. oc cccccccssccssccemmessees V. Novikov | Script.’ 
BM BGO. . «oc 0b ve 00ceencssecs Belenkaya $ 
SURO CHBMMINIO. a ccc ec cdchesbeues: \rzhanov Cast 1s complemented by Donald 


ited Pap nieeer Pac on a sock job as 
Okhlopkov, with his stark, natural- | "© 4apopletic hotel manager and Ed- 
istic direction and modern staging = meh P aon Fa aM gene _ gel 
methods, which suit most modern woe " tho Th who makes a 
Soviet plays, makes a difficult choice er “ ood vith Al aaa are others, 
when he sets out to capture, by the cathane ta a bit b oo + fare rt 
same manners, the spirit and phiios- caged od — ab anne gt Arad ven 
ophy of Romain Rolland’s charming a etween em they 
play of the 17th century. long 
sult is not entirely satisfactory. | 
Novikov and Belenkaya deserve 
much credit for excellent work in 
trying parts, the latter especially be- 
cause she has to grow from girl- 
hood through 30 years to the borders 
of old age in the course of the play. 
Novikov does well in conveying the 
rebellious capricious soul of a cabi- 
net-maker who is a poet and a gour- 
met in the fashion of Rabelais. 
Okhlopkov studied the novel close- 
ly and catches the details, but sacri- 
fices Rolland’s complicated develop- 
ment of a philosophical point of 
view in doing so. It is probably 
something that demands the space 
of a novel and can’t really be han- 





In fact, on opening night, es- 
pecially in the second act, the laughs 
| were coming too fast; some of the 
lines were lost; practice and timing 
should take care of that in the fu- 
ture. 

One scene in the second act, in 
which Albert, Loeb and Levene eat 
a dinner on stage, after having gone 
hungry a day or two, is just about 
tops for pantomimic comedy in re- 
cent years, It is perfectly directed 
and timed. 

While the acting is good, and the 
writing good—the fact, nevertheless. 
remains that the staging and produc- 
tion are what count. George Abbott 
is the baby to remember. Kauf. 








dled on the stage at all. Mill. are 
sas aati re MONEY MAD 
ICH LIEBE DICH Comedy in three acts (four scenes) hy 
Fritz Blocki. Presented by Kdwin A. Rel- 
(I LOVE YOU’) kin; staged by Rowland G. Kdwards: set- 


| Berlin, May 10. 

| Comedy in three acts by Roman Niewiare 
oWicez. German adaptation by Julius Horst. 

| Directed by 


tings, Stagecraft Studios. At 49th St., 
N. Y¥., May 24, °37; $2.75 top. 

Seeens: CMS Cun tedadcek ese David Milton 
Bernice Chance.....ccccccsces Bernice Caryl 





Stahl-Nachbaur, Settings, 


! 
| Gottfried = zum Winkel Presented at | Lane Burton C00O 0006s 0808 60 -.+.Lane Allan 
Komodie, Berlin, May 3, ‘37. | Ma Chance ene ee eee ae Doris Underwood 
DO Ralingiel ict ail slis oe ee ey CANCE. oer eeeceeeesesees Ludwig Satz 
| Perey. ss. sees eeeeeeenees itudole Platte | Blesraph Boy. .........+ses00.John Foster 
as | Bruce Humberston.............. John Clarke 
| This és , 4 Go See ‘ 6é6se08s Gladys Shelley 
lis comedy in one set, a Polish! Wiggins. 7” .William) Valentine 
; Slant on shrews and how to tame} Julictte............0.000..,., luliette Howell 
|them, presents one of the trickiest | ye sah SEES SSRENEES FOOLS EES Walter Fenner 
problems that directors fall heir to, | < res F. Watts ttt sseessheee Moore 
; namely, a cast for two. What sleep- Se ee cen ee = 


Rewritten by Fritz Blocki, recast 
and otherwise retailored for another 
attempt on Broadway, the Blocki- 
Willie Howard comedy, ‘Bet Your 
Life,” comes up under the question- 
ibly enticing title of ‘Money Mad’ 
and tries to point a 


moral as a 
means of varying poor burlesque. 


| less nights may have been spent are 
| not in evidence in the finished pro- 
| duction, for Stahl-Nachbaur has not 
|only overcome plenty of hefty ob- 
| stacles, but also steers the show into 
| the stream of commercial appeal. 
Rudolf Platte, as the male lead, 
had never before set foot on the 
|rostrum as a straight juy With ‘I 
Love You’ one is aware that he has 
a good speaking voice, a generot 
(Continued on page 53) 


Play offers some promise in its first 
act, in spite of Ludwig Satz’s slap- 
| stick, but. with the arrival of the 
‘second act, this promise is getting 


IL DESERTO TENTATO ction sometimes borders on the in-| 


Sam Levene is the producer who} 


this play, this isn’t quite true. The | 


Larry’s brother, but it’s worth it as| 


The re. | Keep the giggles coming loud and | 


Typical of the George Abbott han- | 


| 


and downs in the life of a hectic | 


Most show biz farces of this sort | 


} distant, and with the third it is e5na 
entirely. ‘ 
| Satz, star of the Yiddish stage. 
'does the family head of simple means 
| who cashes a sweepstakes ticket for 
$150,000 and carries his family 
through a spending spree for a few 
months, then returning to poveriy. 
only to have an oil well investm ont 
come through for a finish. Satz 
| varies his acting so much it is diiyj- 
cult to figure out what kind of a 
character he really is playing. jt 
never is very definjte. 

With the exception of three per- 
sons, John Clarke, William Valentine 
and Scott Moore, the rest of the cast 
is also new. A new director figures 
as well, Rowland G. Edwards. The 
son and daughter of Lou Chane>s 
who wins the sweeps ticket, are P 
vid Milton and Bernice Caryl. 
spectively. They prove satisfactory 
but add: nothing brilliant to the 
scenes here and there where Satz is 
an interesting, appealing character. 
On the occasions where Satz and the 
rest are moving over from comedy 
to tear-jerker drama, no one proves 
interesting. The mother, who goes 
daffy over bridge and parties. is done 
well by Doris Underwood. The pert 
maid is Gladys Sheiley. 

The winning of a sweeps by a fam- 
ily such as headed by Satz could be 
much more effective comedy than 
it is in ‘Money Mad,’ and no moral 
is required to make it entertainment. 
Blocki attempts to show how un- 
fortunate a lot of money, suddenly 
achieved, can be for the kind of fam- 
ily he has written his piece around. 
Dumping the whole structure of 
‘Money Mad’ and doing it alli over 
again as broad farce, leaving out all 
thought of tear-jerking or tragedy, 
might bring desired results. 

The play, as standing, has all the 
odds against it even with a low nut 
and a $2.75 top. Char. 


SEA LEGS 


Musical comedy in two parts presented 


by Albert Bannister and J. Edmund Byrne; 
book and tyrics by Arthur Swanstrom; 
music by Michael H. Cleary; staged by 


Bertram Harrison; dances, Johnny Maiti- 
son; Dorothy Stone, Charles Collins and 
Rosco Ates starred. At Mansfield, N. Y., 


May 18, 37; $3.50 top. 

| Captain Nordstrom..... eeceses Charles King 
Mrs. Alice Wytcherly........Mary Sargent 
George W, Tuttle........ Walter N. Greaza 
Vee Se Bicacedenevneees Derek Fairman 
BriGred.. << TWETETTTI TTT TLL Rosie Moran 
SOMNOR TECCTOCHOGR. «ceccoecvesase Rosco Ates 
Bill Halliday......cccce....Charies Coltins 
Isobel West. eooeee- Kathryn Mavyiield 
Barbara Deeds......e......-Dorothy Stone 


2, See 


| 


| 


Deedee Decdee 


TTT SLT ETE Patricia Knight 
And Ben Yost's Catalina Fight 





An economical musical comedy is 
the affair called ‘Sea Legs.” That it 
was produced in one set does not 
necessarily put it out of the running, 
but the story about a black cat all 
but waterlogs the yacht Pixie, on 
the deck of which are mirthless 
goings on. Score is fair, but the 
cast is shy on warblers, while 
dancing is more to the fore. 

The matron who owns the boat 
has a bad-tempered tomcat named 
Henry VIII, and the cruising party 
becomes involved in a plot to toss 
the feline into the drink. A cat 
doctor is summoned, but turns out 
to be a young man infatuated with 
the hostess’ niece, then changes his 
mind and goes for her daughter. He 
also is supposed to have a wooden 
leg and gimps about except when 
hoofing. 

‘Sea Legs’ is the second musical 
show within a week, the first 
(Orchids Preferred’) having been 
promptly shuttered. It is the initial 


musical try by the _ presenters, 
although one was _ identified with 
several low-cost comedies. ‘Legs, 


however, has several names which 
are calculated to be box-office. 

Doro.hy Stone and Charles Collins 
are back on Broadway for the first 
time since they stepped into ‘As 
Thousands Cheer,’ and it is their 
dancing that easily tops the per- 
formance. Rosco Ates, who is also 
starred, has the comedy assignment, 
which misses fire. He plays a loose- 
lipped, sloppy steward with too 
— lines, mostly concerning that 
cat. 

There were favorable reports after 
a weak opening in Boston, but prob- 
ably from those wearing rose-colored 
glasses. Charles King, as the cap- 
tain, tries, but cannot recapture the 
spirit that was displayed in another 
nautical musical of other seasons, 
‘Hit the Deck.’ Rosie Moran, of the 
music halls, contributes some of the 
worthwhile dancing, and two cho- 
rines are also specialists in that line. 
Kathryn Mayfield, as the prima 
donna, does not impress early in the 
show, but is better later on. 

Duets mostly go to Miss Stone and 
Collins, with Ben Yost’s male singing 
eight coming in on most of the 
choruses. They do best with ‘Ten 
O’Clock Town’ and ‘Touched in the 


Head and Smitten in the Heart 
about the show’s standout tunes 
along with ‘Infatuation,” sung D0: 
Miss Mavfield and Collins. King 


gets something with ‘The Opposite 
Sex.’ also a rather catchy melody 
‘Sea Legs,’ bogged down with 1! 





book, is a doubtful summer entry. 
Ibeec 
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Equity Indies Call for Caucus 


June 2: More Protests Issued 








With the idea of whooping up the 
Equity election to be held June 4, 
the opposition party composed of the 
younger militants in the association 
will hold a rally at the Victoria 
hotel, N. Y., June 2. Indies who aim 
to spot half a dozen candidates on 


the council will be addressed by 
nominees and those who named 
them. 


Opposition came out with another 
protest over the claims of the com- 
mittee supporting the administra- 
tion, particularly the interpretation 
of Morris Ernst’s opinion of the 
meaning of the proposed constitu- 
tional amendment on the secret vote 
now in process of decision by ref- 
erendum. In a letter to the inde- 
pents Ernst again stated he did not 
think that the amendment meant 
that all motions at meetings would 
have to be voted on by the secret 
ballot method. Indies insist the idea 
only goes for elections and referen- 
dus. 

In a circular sent out by the regu- 
lars it is charged that the misin- 
terpretation of Ernst’s views was re- 
peated. Circular has it that ‘four 
eminent lawyers’ had examined the 
proposed amendment and thought 
that ‘every motion of any kind at 
any regular meeting’ would require 
the secret vote method. Ernst was 
one of the four lawyers, whose 
opinion had been set forth in the 
Equity house organ at his request. 
Previously an administration circu- 
lar had garbled his opinion, it was 
alleged. 

Regular platform in addition to ‘a 
militant campaign against disunity 
in the association,’ includes ‘a prac- 
tical secret ballot, a campaign to 
increase the number of voters in 
Equity, a government of Equity by 
a majority for the majority, no com- 
petitive mass readings, Equity shop 

“for Fadio artists and co-operation 
with the proposed American Theatre 
Council.’ 

Third party ticket with E. J. 
Blunkall opposing Frank Gillmore 
for presidency and also having coun- 
cil candidates, did not open offices 
as planned, but is operating from 
the Lambs club. 


REINHARDT CALLS OFF 
FED OPUS; TO SALZBURG 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Max Reinhardt is setting out for 
Salzburg July 1 with his proposed 
production of von Hoffmanstahl’s 
‘Great World Theatre’ for the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project washed up at 
least until next year. 

Walter Huston had to pass up the 
play due to picture commitments. 


Leblang Estate Plans 
New Broadway Hotel 











Times Square may have a new 
hotel, if plans go through concern- 
ing the office site at 1482 Broadway, 
formerly known as the Fitzgerald 
building. Tenants have been told 
to vacate all quarters above the 
second floor. Idea is to convert the 
upper floors to hotel usage on the 
theory that midtown New York is 
over officed but that more hotel 
space could be made profitable in 
the 42nd street zone, especially in 
light of the World's Fair of 1939. 

Building is part of the Joe Leb- 
lang estate which is operated under 
the guidance of the bank holding 
the first mortgages of that property 
and the adjoining Longacre building 
(1476) at the corner of Broadway 
and 42nd street. Late ticket mag- 
nate’s affairs became involved after 
the purchase of the Longacre build- 
ing, when the depression slumped 
realty values. Combined properties 
at the time of that purchase, how- 
ever, were valued at $15,000,000. 


Council Meeting Deferred 

There will be no meeting of 
Ejuity’s council this week because 
of the convention of the legitimate 


theatre which opened at the Astor | 


hotel, N. Y. on Monday (24). Num- 
ber of Equity leaders are delegates 
to the meetings sponsored by the 
American Theatre Council. 

Next council session will be held 
next Tuesday (June 1). 
annual meeting and election it 
usual for the council to hold sessions 
every other week until fall. 


After the | 


is | 


vv 


Two B’way Hits Close 





Saturday will see the end of a 
great run of ‘Victoria Regina’ which 
will close at the Broadhurst, N. Y. 


after a split run of 65 weeks. Show 
opened last season, layed off for 
three months last summer and 


spanned another season. Drew ex- 
cellent grosses and is closing with a 
pace of $19,000 or more. 

Another withdrawal is ‘King Rich- 
ard, II,’ which was a surprise suc- 
cess and which also calls it a season 
Saturday. Got as high as $23,000 and 
is also closing to $19,000 or better. 
Shakespearean revival had not been 
presented in New York for 50 years. 
It will have played slightly more 
than 16 weeks, a new consecutive 
playing record for the drama. 


EQUITY SURPLUS 
HITS- $349,000 





Auditor’s report submitted to 
Equity’s council last week showed 
the association’s financial status to 
be in better condition than for years. 
Surplus on hand for the year ending 
March 31, 1937, amounted to $24,000, 
as against none earned during the 
previous fiscal year. That cash, 
added to assets of $325,000. gives 
Equity a current surplus of $349,000. 


Most of the money gain came from 
British actors who are estimated to 
have paid Equity over $20,000. Alien 
players aie required to pay 5% of 
their weekly salaries, minimum 
weekly nick being $10. 


Britishers, who thus contributed, 
include such visitors as Maurice 
Evans, who appeared in ‘St.,Helena’ 
and ‘King Richard,lI.’ which is end- 
ing a high-gross engagement at the 
| St. James, N. Y. this week, also John 
Gielgud, who scored strongly in 
‘Hamlet.’ Other British stars such as 
Noel Coward, Gertrude Lawrence 
and Leslie Howard have resident 
alien standing and are not required 
te pay the Equity percentage. Unit 
importations, such as the D’Oyly 
Carte opera company, are similarly 
exempted from payment, but are re- 
quired to pay Equity dues. 

British Equity is considering im- 
posing a similar requirement from 
American players in England. For 
some time that body has collected 
approximately $5 for each engage- 
ment played by visiting profession- 
als. There is no affiliation between 
the two actor organizations, but the 
British group has closely followed 
Equity’s set-up. 

Equity’s surplus includes the head- 
quarters building on West 47th street, 
N. Y. valued about $225,000. Balance 
is invested in bonds and other se- 
curities. 





Princess Troubetzkoy 
Wins St. L. Play Prize 


St. Louis, May 25. 


‘The Young Elizabeth,’ a four-act 
play by Princess Amelie Rives 
Troubetzkoy of Virginia, was ad- 
judged winner of St. Louis Little 
Theatre’s annual contest for play- 
wrights. 

Cash award of $250 made to 
writer of play selected by William 
C. B. Carson, pres. of Little Theatre's 
Board of Directors and Barbara 
Yore, Mrs. F. Ray Leimkuehler, Gor- 
don Carter, Max Muench, 
Ramsey, John Smith and Risdon Til- 
lery. 





is 


| Washer to Indpls. 


Ben Washer, p.a. for Norman Bel 
| Geddes and the latter’s production, 
‘Dead End,’ at thé Belasco Theatre. 








Percy | 


were named 


|N. Y., went to Indianapolis last 
Saturday (22) to do advance work 
for the film version of the Sidney | 


Kingsley drama. Then expects to go 
to Hollywood, returning to New | 
| York in about a month. May return | 


to the Coast again after a short stay 
in the east. 

During Washer’s absence, 
End’ is being handled by Harry 
' Davies and Walter Fleischmann, 


‘Dead | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Brady's Air Date 


William A. Brady is slated to re- 
turn to weekly radio broadcasts and 





the networks. Veteran showman will | 
be on the Rudy Vallee program 
Thursday (27) under a one-time ar- 
rangement. 

Brady has outlined a series of talks | 
which range from the theatre to the | 
prize ring end includes personalities. | 
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HOLD MEETING 





First meeting of the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers | 
Union since 200 of the box office, 
company managers and_e agents 
joined, was held Sunday (23) after- | 
noon at the K. of C. hall, N. Y. Ses- 
sion was addressed by a number of | 
union leaders, including James J. | 
Brennan, representing the IATSE. 
They were welcomed into the stage | 


hands group, although the affiliation | 
has not yet been consummated. 
TMAT gathering was told that | 
when it gets its ‘house in order,’ the 
union will be absorbed by the IA. 
Impression given was that the TMAT 
would first have to show that it was 
functioning along union lines. Wage 
scales and working conditions will 
have to be adopted then absorption 
into the IA will be in order. While 
the union will be a part of the IA 
the plan calls for it having autonomy. 


Brennan told the meeting that if | 
those people holding back delayed 
much longer they might find them- 
selves looking for jobs in other 
fields. 

The Chicago treasurers union will 
also be taken into the IA, it was 
stated by one of the latter’s leaders. 
and there is the likelihood of the 
TMAT becoming national in scope. 
Chicago union is rated the only ef- 
fective protective group for 
treasurers ever formed. There was a 
charter issued for New York box 
office people by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor about 10 years ago, 
but it was withdrawn when the 
sponsors failed to make progress. 


EQUITY WILL CONTROL 
PROPOSED ONE-ACTERS; 


' 





| 
| 
| 











Equity has declared its jurisdiction 
over boats (river show-boats) and 
the presentation of one act plays, 
there being precedent for both. Boat 
which will start from Chicago with 
‘Tobacco Road’ will be the first 
within the Equity stock rules this 
season and regular contracts will be 
given the cast. Previously Equity 
included boats along with tents and 
rep shows, many of which have dis- 
appeared. It was found to be so 
difficult to follow the craft for 
checking up that boats were vir- 
tually forgotten until ‘Road’ decided 
to tour that way. 

One acters which were success- 
fully presented this season with Noel | 
Coward and Gertrude Lawrence at | 
the’ National, N. Y., were under the 
Equity rules. The Grand Guignol 
one-act thrillers, formerly played at 
the Princess, were also under the | 
association’s rules. Equity figures 
that if such shows are presented in 
legit theatres using a similar scale 
and on an eight performance basis, 
the playlet shows are properly 
within its ken. 

A Hungarian actor-manager, | 
Eugene Endrey, proposes establish- 
ing a one act theatre in New York. 
Although around 100 such playlets 
were done abroad, showmen here 
were not interested in the idea until 
the Coward one-actors (‘Tonight at 
8:30') landed so strongly. It is con- 
tended that comparable success i: 
possible if the right names and casts 
ure secured. A second group, known | 
the One-Act Play Theatre, also | 
scheduled that type of bill. Alfred 
Kreymborg and William Kozlenko 
among the sponsors, lat- 
ter being editor of the One-Act Play 
magazine. 
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‘Twelfth Night’ Stars 


Schenectady, May 25. 
rka 


Frances Starr and Blanche Yu 
are the first two names engaged by 
Charles D. Coburn for the third sea- 
on of the Mohawk Drama Festival. 

Opens in the outdoor theatre on 
the Union College campus, July 6 


with Shakespeare's ‘Twelfth Night.’ | 


| the Coast with 


| under 
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Equity Advocates Continuation 
‘onusne ae tom one «cammsit@h T P’s Deserving Pro Personnel 


With the works progress depart- 
ment, the government's vast relief 
bureau, commiited to a budget of 


| $1,500,000,000, or about one-half the 


TMAT MEMBERS. 


sum appropriated last year, the 
members of Federal Theatre Project 
of the WPA have started protesting 
of 


was 


against diminution its activities, 


One 


New York last week, but came from 


demonstration staged 


branch of the relief theatre that has | 


| been under question as to its pro- 
fessional status. 
Equity, which originally sought 


and secured governmental relief for 
actors, although it denied direct con- 
nection at first, has taken the lead 
in appealing for continuation of the 
relief theatre. It addressed a com- 
munication to Congress asking that 
the theatre project be maintained as 


is. Previously letters had been sent 
|to every senator and congressman 


to the effect that if there is to be a 
reduction in the WPA theatre proj- 
ect, those dismissed should be the 
alleged amateurs, 

It is admitted that 


a percentage 


| of amateurs or persons not formerly 


identified with the theatre have 
crept into the relief stage project. 
That they have been kept on the 
payrolls is explained by their hav- 
ing proven the need for relief, but 


| critics of the FTP point out that the 





WOODS BWAY 
PLAY IN JULY 


———_-— 


A. H. Woods has returned from 
two plays, one of 
which will be presented during the 
summer. Plays are ‘Censored’ and 
‘Rhyme Without Reason.’ First 
named is slated to reach the Broad- 
way boards about mid-July, because 
the title and part of the 
matter are timely. 


subject 


‘Censored’ was originally done on 
the Coast by the WPA theatre proj- 
ect. It has since been rewritten by 
Max Marcin, who formerly figured 
in a number of Woods’ successes. 
Piece calls for a large cast. ° 


LOOP NEGOTIATES 
FOR SUMMER STOCK 


Chicago, May 25. 
Growing talk in Chicago of the 
possibility for a stock company in the 
downtown sector, with Equity’s head 





| here, Frank Dare, conducting a per- 


stock 
around 
this vicinity. Particular looming pos- 
sibility to head a Chicago stock ven- 
ture Robert Henderson, whose 
spring drama festival in Ann Arbcr, 
Mich., has proven an annual click in 
Detroit's distant suburb. 

Another likelihood being discussed 
is that of a stock venture at Selwyn 
the guiding hand of the 
Shuberts, who are in a pretty tough 
spot at present trying to dig up at- 


sonal campaign to get 


once 


some 


activity started more 


is 


tractions to keep the Selwyn and 
the Grand lighted this spring and 
summer. Harris is being taken care 


of for some time with the local com- 


pany of ‘You Can't Take it With 
You,’ but little in the offing for the 
other two houses. 


Lunts’ $9,000 Date 


Des Moines, Ia., May 25. 


The largest audience ever to see a/ 


non-musical legit attraction at the 


Shrine auditorium here cheered the 


Lunts in ‘Idiot's Delight’ for 11 cur- | 
tain calls on May 17. The 4,200 per- 
ons paid in over $9,000 ‘approxi- 
mately) and was a larger audience 


than those breaking records here 
for Katharine Cornell or 
Haves. also equaling the record at- 
tendance set by the 
at the Shrine this season. 

Audience was the largest to which 
‘Idiot's Delight’ ever played, their 
previous record in receipts for a sin- 
zle performance being $6,600. 


in | 


Helen | 


‘Ziexfeld Follies’ | 


appropriation was specifically made 
for professional players only. 

Tenor of the replies received by 
Equity from the legislators is to the 
effect that they hoped to retain the 
pros on the relief theatre jobs It is 





not unlikely that an _ investigating 
committee will be assigned to the 
WPA theatre or its executives or- 


dered to make another check-up of 
those rightfully on the payroll. In 
weekly statistical reports there is a 


| heading ‘all professional and non- 


professional shows.’ There are 1,076 
community groups which are classed 
;}as ‘educational activities. Claimed 


by WPA executives that that branch 
is important in that it is cultural and 
because it promotes the to 
attend theatres. 


desire 


Varying Attendanced 

Seven theatres operated by the 
WPA in New York had, during a re- 
cent week of six performances each, 
a widely varying attendance. One 
attraction drew 98% of capacity, 
though its gross receipts were $1,630. 
Another played to 97° of capacity, 
while the poorest draw was around 
21%, takings being but $128. Gross 
on the week for all seven shows was 
$6,274, when after expenses were 
paid (not salaries) the net was $4,777. 
Spot shows, booked here and there 
and playing from one to three per- 
formances, showed far lesser fitures. 
Eight such attractions got $792. One 
of the vaudeville units got $60 in 
one performance, another getting 
$207 in two times. With some attrac- 
tions going off, the plans of the FTP 
in New York are to be determined 
and probably awaits Washington, 





although the program for outdoor 
performances is fairly well sched- 
uled, 

At a Sunday (23) session of the 


City Projects Council, a body formed 
to represent all WPA groups in New 
York in contacting the various gov- 
ernment relief officials, it was de- 
cided to attempt a one-night strike 
next Thursday (27) night. Intention 
is to cali off all WPA performances 
in theatres operated by the FTP and 
in churches, clubs and halls where 
relief shows are scheduled to go on. 

Strike is aimed to emphasize the 
protest against cutting down the ap- 
propriation, it being figured that the 
reduction would mean dropping be- 
tween 50,000 and 100,000 people from 
the relief projects in the yreater 
city. Picket lines will be established 
at all WPA theatres, with actors and 
stagehands asked not to appear. The 
‘stoppage’ will be followed by a rally 
at the Union church on West 49th 
street. 

Equity resolved some wecks ago 
that its people on the Federal relief 
project are not to go on strike unless 
ordered by the council. Actors’ asso- 
ciation may attempt to prevent 
members from participating in the 
demonstration in light of its efforis 
to gain recognition by Washington's 
legislators in the allocation of fresh 
funds. There are now 5,700 persons 
on the WPA theatre project rolls in 
New York city. Included are 300 mu- 
sicians attached to the theatres and 
attractions. 

Indications point to other WPA 
groups using the theatre units as a 
spectacular means of staging the pro- 
test. 

A sit-down strike of members of a 
dance unit playing ‘Candide’ and 
‘How Long, Brethren’ at the Bayes 
(roof theatre) was heid in protest 
of feared reduction in the comple- 
ment. Company sat on the stave 
until dawn and most of the audience 
remained ta the seats. Outside on 
the pavement there were more thon 
|} 100 pickets carrying communistic 
| flags and chanting ‘WPA must go on.” 
| Spot is opposite the Astor hotel on 
| 44th Street. Hotel reported its guests 
| were disturbed by the noise and po- 
| lice arrived. Cops, however, did not 
interfere with the noisy pickets. In- 
stead, they roped off the block and 





| diverted traffic, which roused the 
| business people of the section to 
registering a strong protest. It was 


claimed that the pickets came from 


|another demonstration and joined 
up. 

| The WPA dance unit is said to 
| have a bigger percentage of semi- 
| professionals and amateurs than any 
| other group in the relief theatre set- 
up. People from certain dance 
schools are alleged to have been 
promised jobs in the unit. This 


groun is one of those which Eauity 
people and other professionals claim 
has been benefited while 
have not been able 
the payrolls. 





needy act- 
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B’way Challenges Coast | 





(Continued from page 53) 





‘We'd like to find some means to 
make it possible for the fellow with 
a show to find place to play it.’ He 
then told how the stage hands of 
Rochester tried a way out. They 
employed 50 people more than half 





being actors and ran shows for 14| the stage and new players pune a0 
weeks, the cost to the union being | New York for about two seasons, SO 
$15.000—same thing happened in two | that they could learn stage technique. 
other similar attempts by stage- | Final suggestion was for the ATC 

hands in Columbus and Birmifigham. to secure an arrangement with the | 
‘I pledge the stage employees will | publishers of New York dailies, 
not be found wanting when the time} whereby the producer would have 


in conclusion. He believes that new 
forms of contracts should be created 
so that Broadway may retain newly- 
developed talent for at least a rea- 
sonable period and stop the rapid 
absorption by Hollywood. He fig- 
ures that an author should be obli- 
gated to write at least two plays for 





theatre’s most vital needs. Pro- 
ceedings at the luncheon session 
| went on the air over NBC, Tuesday s 
mid-day section being similarly 


| broadcast. WMCA was carded to 
radio one of the remaining sessions. 
Young Actor Talks 

Only excitement during the latter 
portion of the opening day’s session 
was Burgess Meredith’s talk on 
‘what an actor has to say about pro- 
ducers. Actor called the present 
crop of managers relics of a vanished 
era. If the producers were any good 
as promoters, he claimed, they would 
be in Hollywood, where the money, 
| opportunities and vision are greater. 

Meredith’s brief speech was greet- 
ed by repeated bursts of applause, 


not only from numerous actors in 


bring back the 


3rennan. 


comes to 


concluded 


Frank Gillmore was the first chair- 


theatre,’ | 


| the right to have his plays covered 
as news events. Having been a re- 
he said: ‘Critics shouldn't get 


|} viewer 
man, saying “We of the theatre are | mad _ if they cannot tear plays to 
teo conservative. We should follow pieces.’ 
the other industries and arts, re- : -“ Theatr 

awr ‘e Lang of the 1eatre 

adjust ourselves and work through Lawrence peng ‘Streamlining 
a united organization After read- Guild titled his ta ges ea 
F rganizé . 


ing telegrams from Governor Leh- 
man who was forced to decline the 
invitation to attend because of hav- 


ing to act on 600 bills before June 
6 and from Mayor LaGuardia, Gill- 
more introduced Helen Hayes, ‘her 
most gracious majesty Victoria Re- | 


gina.’ 
Helen Hayes Speaks 

Miss Hayes was the first of sev- 
eral to state that the demands for 
drama around the country far ex- 
ceeds the supply, apparently judging 
from her tours. She alluded to the 
combination of all the theatre's 
forces as being the right idea as 
shown by the protesting and defeat 
of the Dunnigan one-man-censor bill. 
She read: ‘There are many things 
wrong with the relations between 
the public and the theatre. We have 
four days and 11 sessions in which 
to hear the public’s ideas and sug- 
gestions, as well-as those of the thea- 
tre. At the luncheon Marcus Hei- 
man, of the League of New York 
Theatres, and Walter Percival, of the 
scenic artists union, also spoke. 

Brock Pemberton opened the after- 
noon meeting with remarks concern- 
ing producers, his address not being 
programed although he was chair- 
man. Having ‘done some homework’ 
he came to offer a five point pro- 
gram, after putting forth the idea 
that ‘this is a changing world, times 


the American. Theatre,’ one time 
patent attorney saying that was an 
invention. He referred to the rail- 
roads having protested when coach 
fares were ordered reduced by one- 
third but the result is that it has 
boosted rail transportation to virtual 
capacity and the same thing might 
happen to the theatre. Langner be- 
lieves the theatres have the most 
antiquated of economic ideas and 
ventured that if actors were assured 
fairly continuous engagements on 
Broadway it would keep them here. 
He thinks the converting of legit 
houses into picture theatres is a sort 
of paralysis but ‘can be dealt with 
if we get down to brass tacks.’ 
Promotion Manager 
Speaker's principal contention was 
that a promotion manager might 
bring back the theatre similar to the 
upturn in rail passenger traffic. He 
sketched the field of a promotional 
department, such as a_ rebuilding 
program with theatres air-conditioned 
and otherwise modern, subsidies for 
authors and actors, perfect acoustics. 
Langner said he talked to actors who 
couldn't be heard, they replying that 
the critics might say they were over- 
acting, so maybe it would be okay to 
put the critics on the last row. He 
predicted a theatre shortage by next 
October not only in New York but 
out of town, also advocating houses 














when people are forced to become 
social minded, what with the spread 
of share the wealth theories. Many 
problems confront us and since the 
producer cannot be anything else 
than a rugged individualist, the 
American Theatre Council must be 
put in a position to advise producers, 
even up to the point where it would 
be well for him to take off a ques- 
tionable show, or force such action.’ 

Touching on the ticket situation 
he felt that it isn’t the brokers’ fault 
but rather the managers’, since ‘the 
poor fellows (brokers) must pay ice 
in order to do business, paying as 
high as $2 per ticket for the privilege 
of doing business. The producer can- 
not correct this situation alone; it 
needs concerted action. 

On what he called his five point 
program, Pemberton suggested that 
the ATC give prizes for the best 
play, best acting and 10 other prizes 
for other bests. ‘Hollywood does it, 
the Pulitzer committee and critics 
also. We should also make awards, 
for it might mean much desirable 
publicity for the theatre and the 
ATC. There, too, should be a seal 
of approval placed on shows going to 
the road,’ something he thought 
would be a proper function of the 
ATC’s board. 


for the masses as well as the classes. 

William A. Brady, though not 
scheduled to speak, was introduced 
by Pemberton as being ‘a bit shaky 


on his pins but with a mind as 
nimble as ever.’ In answer to the 
question ‘What’s wrong with the 


theatre,’ Brady started with: ‘No one 
can underestimate what you are try- 
ing to do, nor what you do from now 
on. There have been many attempts 
to organize the theatre but they all 
failed, because of the commercialism 
of those connected with it. Main 
thing the matter with us is that 
when we start out to do something 
for the theatre, we think only of 
New York. 


‘It is an unfortunate thing that 
productions are first offered in New 
York and labelled by what the first- 
nighters think.’ Although realizing 
that the Theatre League includes 
producers, he thinks producers should 
have an organization of their own. 
He urged organization, however, as 
sought by the ATC, reminding the 
convention that the theatre is one of 
the strongest forces in the country, 
mention being made of work during 
the war and bringing in the recent 
successful censorship protest. Vet- 
eran also pleaded for the develop- 





Pemberton’s two main points were 


ment of young players, one of the 
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| the audience, but from the producers | ' Herm 
| Seid. of the Carrier air conditioning 


| themselves. Brock Pemberton, chair- 
man of the meeting, was among those 
congratulating the actor when he left 
the platform. Steady stream of con- 
vention visitors, which had been 
trickling out of the meeting as the 
succession of speakers droned on 
through the late afternoon, paused to 
listen to the verbal fireworks. 

Actor listed the following sugges- 
tions for the producers: 

Begin to guarantee actors and play- 
wrights longer-lasting, co-operative 
| schemes. 
| Promote money to assure cer- 
ltain number of actors and play- 
wrights a decent living over a period 
of months. 

Improve theatres and lower box 
office prices. 
Examine the artistic needs of the 
theatre. Lean toward the experi- 
ment of repertory and try to elim- 
inate the horror which has long con- 
fronted the actor of playing until he 
is sick of the work. Because ‘when 
he is sick of his work he will go to 
Hollywood, logically, where he can 
be well paid for his illness.’ 
Raise money to bring some of the 
actors into experimental tryouts, at 
matinee and Sunday nights, of new 
plays and new forms. 
Cease fighting Equity demand for 
better actor conditions, because every 
effort to better these conditions 
make it more plausible for actors to 
stay on Broadway. ‘You complain 
that actors leave for the Coast, yet 
you fight their union -in its efforts to 
make conditions better here.’ 
Stop fighting the Dramatists Guild. 
Form co-operative theatres and en- 
courage and finance apprentice 
groups of actors and playwrights. 
‘But it really won’t make any differ- 
ence if you don’t. The movement is 
already under way. There are a few 
already started’—Katharine Cornell. 
Guthrie McClintic, Maurice Evans, 
Helen Hayes, George Abbott, the 
Lunts, the Actors Repertory, Benno 
Schneider, the Group Theatre and 
individual groups promoted by Le- 
land Hayward, Cheryl Crawford and 
others. 
Other speakers included Paul Hol- 
lister, executive vice-president of 
Macy’s dept. store, on ‘New Siants 
on Theatre Merchandising’; Worth- 
ington Miner, on ‘The Problem of 
the Director’; Oliver Saylor, propos- 
ing a theatre festival in New York 
next year; James R. Ullman, on ‘Is It 
Possible to Earn a Living Producing 
Plays?’ and Frank Gillmore, propos- 
ing one 7 o'clock performance a week 
for suburban theatregoers. 

Tuesday A. M. 

Morning session on Tuesday (25) 
was opened by Brock Pemberton 
presiding and meeting was turned 
over to James J. Brennan. of 
IATSE, as_ chairman. Speakers 
heard were Sidney Harmon. Leonard 
Sillman, S. M. Chartock, Theodore 
Mitchell, Walter Percival, J. P. 
Stanton, of ERPI, Herman Seid. 
representing air conditioning inter- 
ests; Jo Mielziner, scenic designer, 
and Harold B. Myers of Stevens 
Inst. of Technology. 

Principal interest of yesterday 
(Tuesday) morning’s session was oc- 
casioned by speeches by three mem- 
bers of the stagehands union, The- 
atrical Protective Union No. 1. Trio 
included J. C. McDowell, secretary: 
Joseph L. Meeker, vice-president, 
and Vincent Jacobi, business agent. 
All three were the most outspoken 
of the meeting’s speakers. James J. 


a 


ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, presided. 

After explaining the functions of 
the stagehands union, Jacobi charged 
certain stage designers (whom he 
didn’t name) with deliberately de- 
ceiving producers about the probable 
cost of settings and productions and 
the number of stagehands that 
should be necessary to shift scenes. 
That always results, he said. in the 
stagehands being blamed for ineffi- 


ducer who doesn’t know his busi- 

| ness or he wouldn't be deceived. 
McDowell likewise 

names, but asserted 


named 


the 


no 
theatre 











ciency, when in reality it is the pro- | 





individuals. He called for improved 
trade practices in the theatre so that 
no actor, ‘no matter how important 
he may be,’ can walk out of a show, 
possibly to go to Hollywood, and put 
a number of people out of work. 
Also suggested more and better pro- 
motion and advertising for legit. 
Meeker claimed the stage hands 
want more shows produced, rather 
than big productions. 


Jo Mielziner spoke on production 
waste, duplication of effort and un- 
necessary waste in theatre produc- 
tion. Other speakers at the session 
included Sidney Harmon, Leonard 
Sillman. S. M. Chartock, Theodore 
Mitchell 
audiences on the road), Walter Per- 
cival, J. P. Stanton, of the Electrical 
Research Products Institute; Herman 


ens Institute of Tecffonology, and J. 
E. Bloom, advertising exec. Meeting 
was sparsely attended at the open- 
ing, but filled up as luncheon ap- 
proached. 

Critics at Noon 

With Frank Crowningshield, ed- 
itor of Vogue in the chair, the noon- 
day session Tuesday following lunch 
was devoted mostly to addresses by 
critics. Chairman said he would in- 
troduce a selected group of the best 
dressed critics, then mentioned the 
story about Beerbohm Tree, 
British star, who figured a notice 111 
inches long highly 
while one of thy22 inches a very bad 
notice. 

John Anderson was described as 
having the stigma of being a Virginia 
gentleman, having been reviewer for 
the N. Y. Journal for nine years, 
after having been on the Post for 
five years. Anderson started with: 
‘There was some talk of an author 
attending with a bullet-proof vest— 
that is ordinary equipment for critics. 

People in show business al- 
ways believe that it is all the critic’s 
fault, that we are the laughing hye- 
nas of Broadway ... critics have no 
friends; no one speaks to them and 
they hardly speak to each other... 
everyone can write better than the 
critics. ... Some years ago Channing 
Pollock alluded to us as back seat 
drivers and Ethel Barrymore said 
we were those things that crawl 
among stones in the night. 


‘Now the current idea is that we 
remove the spats and go to the play 
as reporters. Let me say that critics 
are as human as other people. They 
go to the theatre to give their direct 
reaction to the play. I might go so 
far as to say they have helped keep 
the theatre alive by increasing the 
interest among the public. I be- 
lieve the only bad critic is the only 
one who likes every play—of course 
you may say that the only good 
critic is the one who liked your last 
play.’ 

Burns Mantle, for 30 years a re- 
viewer first from the Chicago Trib- 
une and latterly of the N. Y. Daily 
News, arose first and remarked that 
it looked like the convention had 
already gone Hollywood, because 
‘instead of 50 or 60 friendly souls in 
attendance it has become colossal. . . 
critics never talk well unless baited. 
Now if there were a couple of man- 
agers here to pan the critics they 
could better defend themselves. For 
30 years I have been called many 
things—and now I am ealled the 
dean. ... I agree with an idea that 
the word critic should be expunged 
from the language. In other 
days the reviewer wrote with leisure 
but as the theatre changed so did 
the critics and have become play 
reporters.’ 

Mantle named a number of well 
known critics of former generations, 
mostly in other cities, who wrote 
lengthy notices. As _ the lighter 
forms of drama evolved, editors 
turned to lighter reviews which ad- 
vanced the interest in the theatre. 
‘I have heard it said that the only 
good critics are dead critics—or are 
in another city.’ 


Mantle did not think Brock Pem- 
berton’s scheme would be practical 
because if a reviewer does not ex- 
press an opinion, it is valueless. 





Brennan, vice-president of the In- | 


| 


| current convention, like previous ef- | 


Tuesday Afternoon 


Biggest ovation so far during the | 


convention was given Jasper Deeter, 
director of Hedgerow theatre, Moy- 
lan, Pa. at the conclusion of his 
speech on ‘What Price Repertory?’ at 
yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon’s ses- 
sion. Applause and cheering lasted 
several minutes. 

Charge that much of the present 
agitation for repertory is 
was leveled at the meeting. 
said most people don’t even know 
what real repertory is and that the 


(suggested organization of | 


| frm: Harold B. Myers, of the Stev- | 


the | 


praiseworthy | 


‘ 


insincere | 
Deeter | 


forts in behalf of the theatre, would | 


come to nothing. ‘Considering the 


brilliance among you of Broadway,’ 


should not be controlled by a few, he remarked, ‘if you had wanted the 


ne 


American’ theatre changed, 
would have changed it.’ 

Director estimated the operating 
cost of repertory in New York as 
several times that of present com. 
mercial theatre and concluded with 
statement that formation of any 
repertory company on Broadway 
would soon find the ‘greedy’ mem- 
bers stepping out to leave the project 
to those ‘who really love the theatre.’ 

Kenneth MacKenna, speaking on 
‘Improving the Economic Status of 
the Actor,’ called for ‘lower salaries, 
but higher annual incomes for 
actors.’ He suggested formation of a 
pool among a group of active pro- 
ducers to hire players by the sea. 
son, guarantee them steady employ- 
ment and cut down the operating 
cost of production by paying smaller 
weekly salaries. Also envisioned the 
pool engaging ‘promising novices’ for 
development in smaller parts. 

Laugh was provided when an at- 
tendant entered the roor to adjust 
the microphone for Blanche Yurka 
after MacKenna had said ‘no actor 
worthy of the name should require 
an amplifying system to make him- 
self heard.’ Actress continued to 
use the mike. Other speakers at the 
afternoon session included James J. 
Brennan, Paul N. Turner, Charles 
Coburn, Margot Stevenson and The- 
resa Helburn, 


you 





Hollywood Idea 








(Continued from page 25) 


foundation. While not set on an an- 
nual schedule, they appear at less 
than two year intervals and have 


generally clicked well. Same studio 
has established Glenda Farrell in the 
Torchy Blane, girl reporter, char- 
acter. supported by Barton MacLane 
and Tom Kennedy. First two were 
‘Smart Blonde’ and ‘Fly Away Baby.’ 
These hit a good b.o. stride and the 
third is ‘Adventurous Blonde.’ 
Third “Thin-Man’ 


Metro has long concentrated on its 
‘Broadway Melody’ pictures, cutting 
loose budget strings to get big time 
results. First two “Thin Man’ pic- 
tures. with William Powell and 
Myrna Loy brought such a response 
that a third is in the offing. 


RKO Radio is joining the parade 
with its ‘New Faces of 1937,’ which 
S. J. Briskin hopes to turn into an 
annual. Radio has also registered 
well with its Hildegard Withers-In- 
spector Oscar Piper pix from the 
whodunits by Stuart Palmer. Jim- 
my Gleason has held the role of 
Piper throughout, but studio 
switched in different films on the 
other principal character, using Edna 
May Oliver in the first, Helen 
Broderick in the second and ZaSu 
Pitts in the third, with likelihood 
that the latter will now remain in 
the Hildegard Withers role. 


Grand National, planning its 1937- 
38 program, has set down six 
series of four pix each with char- 
acters and titles which will be 
familiar after the first productions. 

Nagel Series Set 


George Hirliman will continue his 
‘Federal Agent’ series, with Con- 
rad Nagel and Eleanor Hunt in the 
top roles. Bud Barsky will make 
the ‘Wallaby Jim’ sea stories with 
George Houston in the role w.k. to 
magazine readers ‘Renfrew of the 
Mounted’ will leave the comic strips 
for production by Al Herman, with 
the title role still unassigned. Max 
Alexander will introduce Eric Lin- 
den as ‘Flash Casey’ and the same 
producer is making ‘The Shadow’ 
series wiht Rod La Rocque. Last of 
these series is the ‘Stars and Stripes 
pictures, which will somewhat re- 
semble the old Quirt and Flags 
characterizations of Victor McLag- 
len and Edmund Lowe. Players for 
the parts have not yet been named. 

Samuel Goldwyn plans to make 
his ‘Geldwyn Follies’ a regular 
feature and Walter Wanger expects 
to do the same with his ‘Vogues. 
Republic, basking in b.o. reaction to 
‘Hit Parade,’ is already planning 








‘Hit Parade of 1938.’ 
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Katharine Cornell Sock $20,000 
$13,000 in the Loop 


Cant Take It 


4 





Chicago, May 25. 

Katharine Cornell continues her 
record of an annual sell-out for her 
shows, no matter what they are, in 
Chicago. In with her two-play rep- 
ertoire of ‘Wingless Victory’ and 
‘Candida’ she proceeded to pack ’em 
throughout the week at the Grand 
and will make it a sell-out currently 
also, for a fortnight’s capacity. 

Other show in town is ‘You Can't 
Take It With You’ in its 16th week 
in town and still in the five figure 
class for excellent coin. 

WPA project’s ‘Lonely Man’ got 
away last week at the Blackstone to 
fine comments and notices, and looks 


able to draw em. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Katharine Cornell Repertory, Grand 
(1,300; $3.30) (2nd and final week). 
Cinch clean-up last week with a 
mightly $20,000, powerful take even 
for a sell-out. Will hold to that figure 
currently also from all indications. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (16th week). 
Holding up well on strong publicity 
pounding. At $13,000, okay in every 
way. 

WPA 

‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. Good 
notices for this one attracting some 
play. 

‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ 
Colored comedy continues. 


DEAD END’ 106 
SAN FRANCISCO 


San Francisco, May 25. 

‘Dead End,’ which opened a short 
engagement at the Curran theatre 
on May 18, isn‘t exciting very much 
attention here. The same company 
which offered the Sidney Kingsley 
play in Chicago is making a tour of 
the Coast in ‘Dead End.’ Lack of 
names and deletion of some of the 
rough language taking its toll on biz. 
Frisco night life has been off for 
some time. A _ strike which has 
closed 16 of the town’s first-class 
hotels is sending plenty of tourists 
elsewhere, Out-of-towners generally 
pass up the films in favor of ‘flesh’ 
entertainment when in from the 
sticks, 

‘Swing Parade,’ which the Federal 
Theatre Project is offering at the 
Alcazar, is holding up fairly well. 
Although the rumors have been 
fairly persistent about the govern- 
ment curtailing its theatre project, 
announcement has already been 
posted of the opening of ‘Blind 
Alley,’ which the Los Angeles FTP 
will bring in here on June 9. Listed 
to follow on June 29 will be a home- 
grown production of the N. Y. FTP 
Living Newspaper show on the TVA, 
‘Power.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Dead End,’ Curran (lst week) 
(1,700; 2.50). Frisco isn’t showing a 
great deal of interest in this play, 
even though it’ has been widely 
ballyhooed as the hit which has been 
on Broadway for two years. Audi- 
ences seem slow in warming up to 
it. Had to be satisfied with consid- 
erably less than $10,000. 

WPA 

‘Swing Parade,’ Alcazar (5th week) 
(1,700; 50c). Biz has held up re- 
markably well considering the hotel 
strike and the approach of the vaca- 
tion season. Did $3,000 last week 
with things looking even brighter 
during the coming week when sev- 
eral hundred thousands visitors are 
expected here for the eight-day 

lesta in honor of the completion of 
the Golden Gate Bridge. 


Princess. 











Current Road Shows 


(Week of May 24) 


‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
ton, 


‘Dead End,’ Curran, San Fran- 
cisco, 

‘Follies, Mosque, Richmond, 
24-25; Community, Hershey, Pa.. 
26. 

_ Katharine Cornell Repertory, 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Idiot’s Delight?’ (Lunt and 


Fontanne), Biltmore, Los An- 
geles, 


‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 
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Mrs. F. D. R. Says 








pearing in the Scripps-Howard 
papers, Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt had this to say about the 
Dunnigan bill veto: 

‘I am happy to see that the 
theatre censorship bill in New 
York has been vetoed. The 
language in which Governor 
Lehman couched his veto mes- 
Sage seems to me altogether ad- 
mirable. No one can quarrel 
with those who ‘desire to main- 
tain the theatre on a proper 
moral plane,’ but there is too 
much effort in the world today 
to regulate too minutely by law 
the lives.-and morals of whole 
groups of people.’ 


| 
In her syndicated column, ap-_ || 
| 














‘BROTHER RAT’ $6,000 | 
OKAY BOSTON WEEK 


Boston, May 25. 

‘Brother Rat’ finishes 15-week run 
Saturday (29), leaving the _ local 
boards bare except for WPA’s 
‘Johnny Johnson’ postponed to to- 
night (25) because of a backstage 
fire last week when the show was 
skedded to open Thursday at the 
Majestic. 

Katharine Cornell is slated for the 
Shubert next week in ‘Candida’ and 
‘Wingless Victory.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth ($2.75; 
14th week )—Making graceful exit on 
good run. Last week $6,000. One 
more week. 








Censorship 
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ship are turning away from Amer- 
ican democracy and toward the dic- 
tatorships of Europe.’ 

Prompt Action 

Governor Lehman did not wait 
until the theatre sent all of its evi- 
dence of popular protest to the 
Dunnigan bill, which would have 
made the license commission a 
virtual one-man censor. In writing 
veto over the measure he said: 
‘While I fully appreciate the high 
purpose of those supporting this 
bill...it, nevertheless, seems to me 
that the specific provisions...are too 
broad and too susceptible of abuse 
in administration.’ Latter idea was 
one of the strongest points of show- 
men opposing the measure, Bill 
would have forced a theatre dark 
until court proceedings were re- 
sorted to, whereas under the pres- 
ent law, the license may not be re- 
voked until after conviction. Church 
element which favored the Dunni- 
gan bill had little to say other than 
it was ‘sorry the governor vetoed 
iM 

Committee Action 

The combined or joint committee 
of all theatre groups and unions 
which was accorded the most com- 
plete support of the press in the 
annals of the theatre in protesting 
the one-man censor measure, held 
a meeting Friday (21) with the idea 
of forming a permanent organiza- 
tion. It is proposed to keep tabs on 
all anti-theatre legislation and op- 
pose censorship measures in all 
states and cities. Actual formation 
of such a body must wait the okay 
from the various groups, it was de- 
termined after considerable discus- 
sion. 

Pointed out that the proper pro- 
cedure would be to oppose such leg- 
islation before passage, so that 
similar situations such as_ arose, 
when the Dunnigan bill was rushed 
through the New York Assembly 
and Senate, could not occur. 

It was not brought out in the 
meeting that information from Al- 
bany containing the then pending 
Dunnigan bill, had been received 
but little or no attention had been 
given the memorandum. Claimed 
by several newspapermen that they 
had advised not only several man- 
agers, but an attorney connected 
with the League of New York the- 
atres, that the Dunnigan bill was in 
committee, in return from which the 
informants were told by the show- 
men that they were ‘too busy’ to in- 
vestigate and seek a hearing. 

After the performance of ‘Delight’ 
in Omaha, Lunt read the mayor's 
speech in first opposing the play. 
Audience expressed its idea of cen- 
sorship by jeers and catcalls. 








N. Y. Actors 
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the speakers. They were backed by 
the ‘Dead End’ set, against which 
had been plastered colorful Spanish 
posters. The strong lights from above 
and from the sides of the stage cast 
curiously effective shadows on those 
seated back of ‘Dead End’s’ water- 
front. ; 

‘This,’ read the leaflet program, ‘is 


;}an activity of the theatre commit- | 
| tee for aid to Spanish Democracy | 
| in memory of Ben Leider, America’s | 
| heroic 
| Spain.’ 


flying reporter, killed in 
Moffet Presides 

Harold Moffet, in a black tie, pre- 

sided and introduced Professor Villa 


Fernandez, Giralomo Valenti, Joris | 
{vens, Martin Wolfson, Martha Gell- | 


horn and Adelaide Bean, the last two 
young women in attractive evening 
dresses. Acting as ushers and also 
decked out in glad rags for the oc- 
casion were Drina Hill, Blanche 
Gladstone, Sonya Jaffe, Margot Stev- 
enson, Jean Stevenson, Sylvia Field, 
Rose Keane, Paula Bauersmith, 
Norma Chambers, Sandra Gould and 
others. 


such an occasion of this meeting for. 

It’s all part of the stint, however, 
and these girls mean business. From 
this medium-sized crowd, Martin 
Wolfson, to whom fell the job of 
making the collection speech, ex- 
tracted, with the actresses’ help, 
more than $750 in about half an 
hour. The exact amount was $780, 
which is a pretty good take from a 
crowd mostly of actors, for such a 
purpose. The gross to date ‘For 
Spain’ is more than $2,600 from ral- 
lies, meetings in other theatres and 
before the week is out, with a bene- 
fit party scheduled tomorrow at 
Tony’s, there’s going to be a nice, 
tidy purse for the Loyalists. 

A quiet tenseness prevailed 
throughout the two-hour meeting, 
and those in the audience seemed to 
make the occasion one of earnest 
seriousness. Each speaker was re- 
ceived with a rare attention, and this 
the more remarkable considering 
that many of those in the audience 
had been attending sessions of the 
ATC convention earlier in the day, 
and had played in a show that night. 

Eye-Witness Account 

When Martha Gellhorn, author of 
‘The Trouble I’ve Seen,’ and just 
back from Madrid, spoke in quiet, 
cultured tones, with an upper class 
accent of the most recent trouble 
she’s seen, there was scarcely sound 
in the house as the audience literally 
reached out to catch every word of 
her account. It was a compelling, 
highly effective speech given with 
an excited, rapid delivery of a 
young woman who was sure of her 
ground, but a little scared to be talk- 
ing about it in public to an audience. 
Its enormous sincerity got across to 
those in the house. 

The excitement, the seeming sert- 
ousness of the occasion lent this 
meeting considerable dignity and 
weight. One felt that this was some- 
thing important, vital and that sud- 
denly the fight, not for Communism 
but against Fascism, had hit Broad- 
way with the smack that some plays 
with social implications do. Only this 
time the actors were not just playing 
parts, but right in the center of the 
fight. The actors seemed to be de- 
termined people who meant what 
they were doing, and seemed to be 
deriving, mich satisfaction out of it. 

The sponsors of the meeting in- 
cluded Alan Corelli, Cheryl Craw- 
ford, Clarence Derwent, Sylvia Field, 
Benny Goodman, Ruth Gordon, Jed 
Harris, Moss Hart, Theresa Helburn, 
Burgess Meredith, Warren Munsell, 
Theodore Newton, John Peter Too- 
hey, Richard Watts, Jr., and some 50 
more. These were only a few of the 
theatrical personalities back of the 
Theatre People’s Rally on Monday 
night at the Belasco. 

Carrying on the campaign sans 
publicity save word-o’-mouth, four 
parties have been tossed so far. On 
May 8 a get-together at the Bayes 


theatre netted $600, from two-bit 
admishes and contributions. Philip 
Merivale acted as host. Another 


party gathered $500, and the cast of 
‘Eternal Road’ recently tossed a 
shindig that netted $400. On 
Thursday a ‘drinking party’ will hold 
forth on the second floor of Tony’ 
52d St. stube. 

Heading the lineup of show biz- 
zers interested in lending aid to the 
Loyalists fighting for the Iberian 
Peninsula is a ‘Committee of 87.’ 
Best known among ’em are: 


From legit: Walter Abel, Glenn 
Anders, Helen Arthur, Adelaide 
Bean, Phoebe Brand, Tony Brown, 
Morris Carnovsky, Ilka _ Chase, 


Chery] Crawford, Clarence Derwent, 


Not a few might have won- | 
dered what these girls were making | 


Sole 





While two successes are going off 
the Broadway boards this week, 
‘Room Service.’ a clearly indicated 
new hit, arrived last Wednesday (19) 
and by the time the curtain rings 
|} down on the pair, the newcomer. at 
the Cort should be set for a run de- 
spite its late May entry. ‘Service’ 
got $10,000 in its first five perform- 
ances and if holding the starting pace 
| should gross around $16,000 or better 
weekly, 
| Cort has a cooling system and if 
| ‘Service’ lands it will prove that suc- 
| cesses need not be timed for debut 
during the fall or winter in order to 
click. It is a question, however, how 
| many hits could be presented during 
the summer season, although in boom 
years the heated period did not stop 
the presentation of costly revues. 

The outgoing toppers are ‘Victoria 
Regina,’ Broadhurst, and ‘King Rich- 
ard II,’ St. James. While the latter 
made a record for plays of its kind, 
‘Regina’ is one of the wonder plays 
of years with an interrupted run 
(layed off last summer) which vir- 
tually spanned two seasons. 

Summer heat clipped grosses last 
Saturday after some attractions had 
picked up lost momentum earlier in 
the week. ‘The Show Is On,’ how- 
ever, upped its gross and was rated 
over $28900, with indications that it 
got a goodly share of out of towners. 

Two other attractions came in last 
week, one a revival of ‘Damaged 
Goods,’ going off after eight perform- 
ances at the 48th St. ‘Sea Legs,’ at 
the Mansfield, drew a panning and 
got small money for a musical, yet 
its sponsors decided to keep the show 
going. 

First week of the revived ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose’ did not get the best of 
it from the weather and drew a mild 
gross. Management, however, claims 
the advance sale is steadily increas- 
ing and that expectations are that 
the record run comedy will improve. 
| WPA’s ‘Dr. Faustus’ will close at 
| the Elliott this week, but is due later 
'to alternate with another show. 
‘Naughty Naught,’ a meller in a cab- 
aret, is also stopping. Only one show 
| slated to come in next week, it be- 
ling a revival of ‘The Bat’ at the 
| Majestic. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (7th 
week) (M-1,382-$3.85). Not strong 
ticket In agencies; buy helping in 
keeping gross up to good figure; 
$18,000. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Ambassador (79th 
week) (C-1,156-$1.65). Drawing more 
people at reduced scale with gross 
reported as good as recently at Cort; 
$7,000; expectant of sticking through 
second summer. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ 46th St. (20th 
week) (D-1,375-$2.20). Getting cut 
rate support and probably bettering 
even break with operating costs 
down; rated around $5,500. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (24th week) 
(C-991-$3.30). Has been holding to 
$10,000 pace and is listed for summer 











Elsie May Gordon, Walter Greaza, 
Ed Harris, Theresa Helburn, George 
Heller, Sylvia Field, Elspeth Eric, 
Ruth Gordon, Hugh Rennie, Joanna 
Roos, Virginia Stevens, Rex Ingram, 
Clifford Cane, Philip Loeb, Burgess 
Meredith, Harold Moffet, Ted New- 
ton, Bob Read, Irving Levy, Shep- 


pard Strudwick, Tamara, Philip 
Truex. 
Writers: Albert Bein, George 


Sklar, John Howard Lawson, Clif- 
ford Odets, Archibald MacLeish, 


Press agents: Helen Deutsch, 
Molly Steinberg, John Peter Toohey, 
Bernard Simon, 

Dancers: Doris Humphreys, Angna 
Enters, Charles Weidman, Tamaris, 

Others include Herman Shumlin, 
George Ivens, the Dutch film direc- 
tor; Sol Hurok, concert booker: 
Benny Goodman, orch batoneer who 
brought his crew to play gratis at 
one of the benefits; Aileen Mac- 
Mahon from films; Ear] McGill, Irv- 
ing Reis from CBS; announcers Ken- 
neth Roberts and Vincent Sherman, 
and Paul Strand, director of ‘The 
Wave,’ recently released’ radical 
propaganda Mexican pic. 

Apparently interest expended by 
show bizzers in Spanish Insurgents 
is meager. The American Commit- 





tee for Spanish Relief held a 
mass meeting last week at Madi- 
son Square Garden, Walter Hamp- 
den had been secured to be the 
narrator in a ‘Spirit of Spain’ 
pageant, but withdrew after the 


cause. The Spanish Relief group 
them secured Pedro de Cordoba, 
also legiter, to replace Hampden. 
On the Coast another group of 
fiimites is also raising funds for the 
government forces in the civil strife. 
Donald Ogden Stewart is the chair- 
man of the Hollywood assembly. 








show bizzers interested in the Loyal- | 
ists prevailed upon him that he was | 
working for an allegedly pro-Fascist | 





Summer Weather Clips Bway Grosses; 
Room Service New Comedy Success 


stay; agency deal coupled with new 
success ‘Room Service.’ 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (83rd week) 
(CD-1,000-$1.65). Another long stayer 
which is going along well enough at 
reduced rate; approximately $5,500 

‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt. (8th week ) 
(CD-804-$3.30), 


Only fair money 
show despite fine press: summer 
chances not definite; rated around 


$8,000 which is profitable. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(14th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30). Eased 
off with weather conditions a con- 
tributory factor; around $11,000 and 
aimed for summer stay 

‘High Tor,’ Beck (20th week) 
(D-1,124-$3.30). Another week to go; 
got real money when awarded critics 
prize but slipped down; estimated 
under $10,000. 

‘Money Mad,’ 49th St. (Ist week) 
(C-708-$3.30). Presented by Edwin 
J. Relkin; written by Fritz Blocki, 
was recently presented under title of 
‘Bet Your Life’; opened Monday. 

‘Penny Wise,’ Morosco (6th week) 
(C-961-$3.30). Intention #& to con- 
tinue through June: busi s modest 
with last week's taki around 
$4,000 mark. 

‘Reom Service,’ Cort nd week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Clicked Emmediately 
and rated socko despite?late entry: 
pace should top $16,0007 got $10,000 
in first five performances 

‘Sea Legs,’ Mansfield (nd week) 
(M-1,097-$3.30). Panned @nd was in 
doubt up to Saturday Right when 
continuance was decided on: claimed 
over $6,000 in seven times; little for 
musical, 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (24th 
week) (M-1,671-$4.40). Packed a 
punch late in the week and gross 
advanced to nearly $29,000; leader 
looks set well into summer now. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (22nd 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Was ahead of 
previous week up to Saturday when 
warm weather affected all shows; 
but again close to $20,000 and tops 
straight shows, 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (18I1st 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Getting $5,000 
and more weekly with draw ap- 
parently inexhaustible; may go 
through another summer. 

*‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (33rd week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Holding to rather 
good money though under pace of 
earlier months; gross around $14,000 
again. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (65th week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). Final week; picked up as 
expected and takings around $19,000 
or about $4,000 over previous weeks, 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (16th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Weather has affected laugh hit some- 
what with gross over $14,500; big 
money for show of its class. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (24th week) (C-704-$3.30). 
Best of season’s laugh shows and 
Pulitzer prize winner rides along to 
capacity every performance; over 


$15,000. 
Revivals, Etc. 

‘King Richard, II,’ St. James: final 
week for record run of this Shake- 
spearean play; rated around $19,000. 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Little: not as 
much as expected but got by; around 
$4,000 at $2.75. 

‘Damaged Goods,” 48th Street; 
yanked Saturday; one week. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Musie 
Hall; final week; aimed for Atlantie 
City. 

WPA 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott: final week. 

‘Prof. Mamlock,’ Daly’s. 

‘Candide’ and ‘How Long Brethern,’ 
dance unit; Bayes. 


FOLLIES OKAY 
$20,100, BALTO 


Baltimore, May 25. 

Season washed up here with ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies’ getting $20,100 at Ford's 
for the wind-up. Coming a bit too 
late for this clime, revue built stead- 
ily after opening show and general 
good reception from crix. Season on 
the whole, both at Ford’s and Mary- 
land, town’s other legit house, has 
been one of best in recent vears, 
with both houses chalking up an 
operating profit. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ Ford's (1.988: 
$3.33). Built strongly from opening 
to $20,100. In earlier, would have got 
more, but takings okay for season's 
vindup, 


N.W. ‘Showkest | Mellers 








Series of ‘gaslight meller’ revivals 
on a showboat on Lake Union, Seat- 
tle, will be given this summer by 
Prof. Glenn Hughes, director of the 
division of drama at the University 
of Washington. 

The prof. has authored 
plays. 


several 
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AnUETT LONDON, FTIR TERNATIONAL SHOW NEWS | 
58 a a Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square IN ae NATIO Saaaauadll | 
— —— —— ——— — — 
Ki Kn | Pla Abroad 
LONDON’S LEGIT King George Knights Ii ys Abroa 
Marie Tempest, Walpole 
{ E S 
SPURTS: DAY London, May 16. ICH LIEBE DICH LUCE | 
b In King George’s Coronation (Continued from page 54) ewie, May 11 : 
le, thor, : Play in one act by Sabatino Lopez. Sta 
meets oe ey a a who smile and charm. Grete Weiser, on | rrmette and Ernes Zacconi,. Presents. rs : 
CLICKS a so ada org services to the other hand, is director-proof. | the Eliseo theatre in Rome. | 
eennire did tiaete Te : And this part has catapulted her 
literature and Marie Tempest, named from the films right onto the top as! 4 short play that makes a good : 
Dame of the British Empire, for | oa a first-rate legit comedienne. In her} 4 oy og ulaes. foe the twe A 
ee mevoet tee Eee element, as a wise-cracking chorine, ch Wek tan One Women. whe he | 
London, May 25 Louis Sterling was also knighted she has here a go at being a lady, ; a 





Paris, May 16. 
_ Whether the Exposition is going 
; . . i i or not, night 
close on the heels of the Coronation | ° e | od be o- in vine g 
festivities. ‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ | nes | life in this town is booming. Two 
made its debut at the Strand the- | a a um | new niteries opened this week, an- 
atre last Tuesday (18) and, while other and a new revue is scheduled 


terpret it. Story is that of a middle. 
aged disillusioned business man 
whose young secretary, Luce, sud. 
denly reveals that she is his illegiti- 
mate daughter and persuades him to 
return to her mother. 


The mother never appears on the 


and even though she has little in 
common with those of the 400, her 
performance was that of a real 
trouper. 

Play opens with Eva coming to 
in a strange villa. Percy, a young 
American millionaire sojourning in 


for political and public service. 
te thaw 
This has be 


»en an active period of | 
play-openings in London, coming | 








: Germany, admits having doped her stage; she is only called by long 
it contains numerous lines that are | for the following week and more cuaeanain ae 2 sleeping potion, distance telephone at the end; but 
exceedingly witty, is described as a U St @ Shows are planned for the near future. the only means to get her away from ee ber — — father 
satire and not given much of a D ag First of those to hang out the sign : an augnter audience is made 








a legion of admirers long enough to 
chance to succeed. 


h k the Bagatelle. | impress her with his high-powered | * Tealize her character. 
| this week was e Bagatelle. | impress her w Be: Luce’s mother, earlier in i 
On the other hand, Elmer Rice’ e | Formerly known as the Montmartre, | love. Doors are locked, windows wad tend iad eg life, 
; : barred. She is doomed to pass the | 24 ad an unfortunate love affair, 
So hat Gein having Weduasd: ex mas tals Dang lle erage gp ie week-end there, after which he| She gave up her career in art for 
its first British showing Wednesd | Monte-Cristo as manager, this spot hopes to honeymoon with her to| the sake of a lover who had been 
SB: ah See. Sonneey Creve oe went American in a big way 1M/ america. But she turns the tables | untrue. After her child was born 
ing its first audience and the critic talent, with Haywood Powers’ band. | 9n him with a sleeping powder and | She had given up hoping for a re- 
On the same evening, Somerse* | and Don Brynes and Alice Swanson,| escapes. But on second thought | union, but when Luce grew up she 
Maugham’s ‘The Constant Wife’| dance 


team. Also there is Rosita 





Lond May 16. | finds the cave-man tactics okay and | had gone in search of her father, 
vondon, May 16. 


opened at the Globe and proved a| 


: tg .._| Montenegro, Spanish dancer, and Les | returns. A double cabin is reserved When she finds the man, at a time 

veritable personal triumph for Ruth | Palladium nas for this ye ae | Gars de Paris, the tango band. | New-Yorkward. when he is disconsolate and alone, 

Chatterton, the American actress, corte: anager I ag for "Tz | Second is further up the hill near| The, play is ably staged, though ri a ag oe ggh Og my 

in the title role. Play failed here| soe. is likely to stay till early | the Place Pigalle on the rue Pigalle. | Citi a te bance the pel His Zacconis, who are father and 

10 vears ago, but it is expected that oo . ee ill b f ~,| This one is called the Cotton Club Here fr oul ee e so ogg» 1S daughter. The girl is especially 
e curre ‘evival will do busi- July. Then wnare = A Mee ti | and although the band there is that  Nedat nage Lig - SOMESy 28 besa d: the father inclined t t his 

Fee RR Eersve weeks of straight vaudeville, with —— e is that! doubtedly fear that three acts with | 800d, the fathe: oe tO at ae 

rae , - | several American names being nego- | of Leon Abbey, just back from India, only two players to carry it off is role too heavily. Heln. 
‘Tobacco Road’ was shown pri-|°*: tad for | and such colored acts as Vance and | asking too much of any audience. 

vately at the Gate theatre, also on pr ie are int | Romia, the show can hardly be com- Small cast and dearth of German 

the evening of May 19. The Lord or e mon e) ugust, 10 Is | 


pared to that of the same name. on 


comedies will carry this well on into 
the other side of the pond. Miss 


likely the entire Cotton Club show the warm weather. 


Chamberlain had previously refused 


And the Music Stopped 


the play a license for a regular Lon- 
don run. Piece would seem to have 
little interest here, one critic de- 


will come in from Paris, where it | 
has a six week’s booking at the Ex- | 
hibition beginning middle of June. 





Dolly is headlined, while others in- 


clude Mariette and Ruddy, and Suzy 
| and Jenny. Alternating band is that 


PARISERINNEN 





London, May 4. 
three acts by Noel 
Percy Hutchison and 


Mystery 
Scott, 


drama in 
presented by 





Herbert Jay at the New theatre, London, 
scribing it as the ‘grubbiest play’ he henge comes = Crazy ~~, | of Jean Bibault. (‘WOMEN FROM PARIS’) glk nett ima, an Pageot SE 
had ever seen in his life. po ~ , nates oh i ane Fie . a | The scheduled opening this week] . _ Vienna, May 8. | Bob Severn. ..............css00e3 John Wood 

Franz Lehar’s new operetta, ‘Pa-| -PPOCrome: eenat, ears ‘| is the Restaurant des Ambassadeurs, | aqanret pee — er nag Sh James Caraval........-.-. Edmund Willard 
fargey ‘ for two weeks. Several Americans | ,. : . : , dant row rench comedy es | Margery Endean.............+- Renee Gadd 
ganini,’ bowed at the Lyceum thea- : -_ | where Clifford Fischer is staging the | larisiennes’ by Armodt and Gerbidon; pro-| Lady Charity Carstairs.-..--- Phyllis Dare 
’ _|are contemplated, with Cardini al- | show. The Abbot Dancer Dario | duced by Paul Kalbeck in Josefstadt thea- | pr. ‘Pp Marlow lan Flemi 
tre on Thursday (19) under Charles . pc Tho | show. e S, ce Winnias aestinan’ Mi tei r. Peter Marlow.............. an Fleming 
- ’ 2 ready set. This show is expected to | F , Vienna; settings, H. Niedermoser; or-| Richard Fabian............ Edward Ashley 
B. Cochran’s auspices. Starring Rich- mae ever Chateteme and Diane, George Camp and A.|chestra director, Frank Fox. coms Wale CLP... Baate Menen 
s. ; sper ls ee ey ‘ ade, : 7a : ? 
ard Tauber and Evelyn Laye, it is ? Robins are scheduled to top the ee: C56 ca pb ede wed ous ( a ee Detective-Inspector Kinneir...Bernard Lee 
a gorgeous production and was en- show, with the Willie Lewis and} Maxim. url, SES IN Hi) Rartweien Oo gent laa let coe wens 
‘ ee : yer Miasiien «6c. 2 tree wae nea enn aniel Carava oe eeeee mun illaré 
thusiastically received. Adaptation MOLLY PICON SOCK | Dtena Musette bands. SOU: <5 bcennsbassdseaareiaas Jane Tilden | cnie¢ Inspector Garrish.. Sidney Monckton 
d Ni ‘ ‘ . - 
Tapes gee ge ge | gailian, Eis, Danish, singer and| When summertime nears. the 
ri -® f n inal , ’ lassically inclined Josefstadt theatr Alt ly farcical ragi i 
" + 3: : “te - J « gic, . 
by erpert a classically inclined Josefstadt theatre ernately farcical and tragic, this 
Arkell, with the former providing | Varna to star in a new revue he 


looks towards more sex appeal plays. 
Benatzky, of world fame through his 
‘White Horse Inn’ adaptation and 
music, chooses. this time the plot of 
Armondt’s and Gerbidon’s amusing 
play around which to write a few 
catchy songs. ‘My Girl Friend, 
Lizzie, Suffers of Love,’ ‘In the Years 
| Gone Bye’ and ‘Individualities’ are 


the lyrics. Tyrone Guthrie directed 
the production in which Tauber 
plays the title role, with Miss Laye 
as Napoleon’s sister, the Princess 
de Lucca. 

Eight more shows are folding here 
within the next fortnight, making a 
total of 12 in all. Closing notices 
have been. posted for ‘Swing Along,’ 
*Wise Tomorrow,’ ‘And the Music 
Stopped,” ‘Housemaster,’ ‘Night 
Alone,’ ‘Careless Rapture,’ ‘Big Busi- 
ness’ and Charles Cochran’s revue, 
*Home and Beauty.’ 

Surprise was occasioned by the 
Hippodrome terminating the employ- 
ment of its entire staff, back and 
front, including employees who had 
served ten year periods at the house. 

With the arrival of summer, prac- 
tically 50% of the theatres in the 
West End are likely to go dark. 
Firth Sheperd, who topped West End 
with four shows in a row, will have 
no productions in town by the middle 


new mystery play thrills in spots. A 
man of dubious pursuits invites four 
friends to his house, announcing he 
expects to be murdered before the 
night is out. He is killed and the 
play unfolds the various reasons why 
the guests had good reason to do 
away with their host. 

Actually the man takes a drug that 
gives the effect of death, as he 
anticipates imminent arrest for his 
own misdeeds, and plans to substitute 
another body for his own when his 
trance terminates, but an unfortu- 
nate, well aimed stabbing while he is 
comotose, robs his cunning scheme of 
fruition. 

Generally well acted, and warmly 
received with a fair chance of making 
good. 


plans to open at the Alcazar at the 
end of the week. Other openings 
London, May 25. scheduled for the near future is the 

Moll.. Picon, back from an extend- | former Chez Josephine Baker spot 
ed South African tour, is a big click | 12 the Champs-Elysees district, as 
at the Holborn Empire, holding the | Wel! as the Villa d’Est. 


stage when caught 26 mins., instead | 
Theatre Changes 


of her usual 16. Mob wouldn't let 
(Continued from page 23) 











outstanding numbers. Especially 
the latter, manufactured—if this 
term can be applied—after ‘Gebun- 
dene Haende,’ the song by Axel 
which was outstanding hit of the 
season here. 


Plot is an oldtime mixup; Maxim, 
Jr., goes to a ball, wants to make 
love to a midinette, but falls in love 
with a lady of society (Mardayn), 
who had looked for the same adven- 
ture of love with the other class of 
people. Same thing occurs to the 
other couple. Neugebauer and Til- 
den and one laughs heartily. 

Frank Fox's orchestra, first time 
this popular stage, does excellent 
work. Niedermoser, who has set the 


her off. 

Terry Lawlor did well at the open- 
ing show (Monday), despite handi- | 
capped in being spotted on the bill 
in between the Berinoff and An-| 


geline dance routines. comes from Warner’s Memphis to 

Angeline was a decidedly big click | take over management of the Gra- 
with the customers. nada, Santa Barbara, replacing Vic- 
tor Rosen, who goes to the Beverly 
Hills. Harry Schlinker goes from the 
Beverly Hills to the San Pedro and 
Earl Cook to the Huntington Park, 
vice J. Hale Cavanaugh, resigned. 
Dick Pritchard, former Fox-West 
Coast house manager, takes over the 
new Mission soon to open in Santa 
Barbara. 
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‘Women’ for Vienna 
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U.S. Play’s London 
Suburban Break-In 


London, May 16. 


Vienna, May 14. 
‘The Women,’ by Claire Booth, will 
be produced by the Josefstadt thea- 





















































‘ cast _ | Scenes, did not stint himself—-some- : i i 
tre in October. Ed Boffino, retiring from the ex thing quite extraordinary at. this Theron Bamberger, in conjunction 
tJ . | hibition field, has disposed of his | time of the lat with Ronald Adam, will produce at 
" Pasig om ‘A Good Fai Management plans on Mady Chris- | yosemite theatre, Eagle Rock, to e late season. Maass. the latter’s Embassy theatre, Swiss 
ther closings are o airy’ | tians for lead part. Harry Vinnicof ‘ , Peay ae 
at the Royalty and. Ledies and : Cottage, Lover's Meeting,’ American 
Gentlemen’ at the Strand, both last- | —— BEI KERZENLICHT play tried out in stock there some 
ing but a few days each. Lartigue Rejoins Fischer m on al eee. (‘With Candle Light’) yer 0 ras pe cart aes 
| ex is dark, proving a financ Vi argare ebster is to 
y Paris, May 16. | failure after maintaing a sex’ picture | Comedy with music hag. 1 Feg- Beer staging and cast will include Gina 
MARCUS SHOW’S BIZ, Henri Lartigue, who presently policy almost continuously aatler _ athe, Vee in Deutsche Volks- Malo and Ed Ryan. If it clicks, will 
) holds the concession of the Casino first — year. J. W. Allendar rich Schnitzler: crchesten, “Walles’ Stan immediately go to the West End. 
: STILL OK AT $2 TOP at Biarritz and was formerly with CP&T@!ee choreography, Hedy Pfundmeyer; settings, 
Clifford C. Fischer, is coming back to fasten ... 
the old setup in the Fischer estab- Sylvania, Ga. | Baton 62200 “Wiese . 
lishment here this fail | William H. Karrh, of Swainsboro, | Marie [2.1 2!!!1!! seenencssese MaMa Mile Hurt in Japan 
New Zealand, May 11. Get-tonettior ts dus +: Plecher’s Ga., added No. 6 to his chain with vree ¥: BAR. os scac ehanens ++.Mimi Shorp Tokyo, May 5 
Marcus show is still turning in expansion here and the mesonena | Pt sities deat ead Ant dose” Hehberger, " Pritz  Heiniachs Mrs. Mary Florency Micker, 37, 
high ager bp will play one | business he will have later in year a one, PUREE. member of the ‘Human Propeller’ 
or two smaller centres on the way | when he opens his casino-in the old — anges. Title: original: i igi troupe fr A i w playing 
“ s | : : ginal: " ’ pe from America, now pla} 
from Auckland to Wellington. Trans-| Bal Moulin Rouge stand early in Nate Scheinberg sold Canoga Park plot: not bad. huthoes used ln geri Pan-Pacific Peace Expo at Nagoya, 
ortation overhead is botheri h | Theatre to Dave Cantor, operator of | £ ; S used in part : eat : hil 
p is bothering the} August. " : : ... | Story of Austrian author S ‘q | was seriously injured April 30 while 
: : fi | Park Theatre in Highland Park dis iegfrid je : 
- 0 a but = a. too \tract of Los Angeles. Scheinberg’s practicing new routine on 80 foot 
1e show will come into the black 


|two Van Nuys houses now 


quite okay. operated by Fox-West Coast. 


Geyer’s comedy, ‘Candle Light,’ pro- 
5.5. 
Admission top has been tilted to $2. 


duced on same stage years ago, 
Shubert recently purchased this mu- 
sical production for showing in US. 
next season. 

Gaston, the lackey, plays the role 
of Baron, while the Baron, amused 
at the idea, voluntarily plays role of 
lackey. Same I 


being tower. Performer fell from height 
of 50 fect and sustained severe con- 
tusions besides internal injuries. 
Was rushed to Citizens’ hospital 
where she will be confined for about 
three months. 


Moscow Invites Japanese 
Tokyo, May 5. 
Ichizo Kobayashi, Toho prez; Shi- New Orleans 
getoshi Kawataka, director of Wa-| After a run of six months, the 


seda University theatrical museum: | Strand theatre here closed Thursday 
Shiro Kido, Shochiku managing di- | (20) on account of poor business. It 








1  Gamby’s Command Show 
Rome, May 14. 














; thing happens to| Act revamped and continues en- 
Maria Gambarelli, who was] rector and Koko Sonoike, w.k. pro- | Was operated by the Newman inter- women in plot. It is very entertain-| gagement which closes May 30. 
brought to Italy to become a| ducer, have been invited by the | ests. Three hours later the house | '"S. — so when Max Hansen is 
fim star, gave command per-| Soviet Government to attend the “ay leased by the Joy Houck circuit | Or elas. and he js on most of the 
formance this week before the King | annual theatrical festival to be held | 19_cont admission for double-feature which draws much applause. Vall 4 H d h 
and Queen of Italy. The entire royal | in Moscow in September. | policy. Together with pretty Mimi Shorp ees meadaches 
family was invited to the royal villa All four are expected to attend. | ‘Love When the Candle Is Burning 
for this occasion. Houston. and ‘On the Piano’. Katscher’s mu- Mav 16 
Miss Gambarelli’s dances lasted Interstate Amusement sic is excellent, though not of ‘Won- London, May 9. 


Company 
today announced construction of its 
ninth theatre in Houston. 


ITALIAN TROUPE TO S.A. 


Rome, May 14. 
Anton Giulio Bragaglia’s Italian 
Dramatic Company sailed from Ticonderoga, N. Y. 
Genoa for its South American tour.| _Kallet-Commerford Corp., of 
It will make its debut in South! Oneida, N. Y., has leased the Play- 
America, May 27, at The San Paolo house from Alvin M. Barton. 
municipal theatre as part of that 
city’s celebration of ‘Italian Week.’ | stews RO rn gy te 
Thereafter, the company will go} nous . wi e 
on to Rio de j ee sang Montevideo, | Crected in Bloomsburg, Pa., by Com- 


: | erford. Will be ready for fall open- 
Buenos Aires and other mies ing. Warners is reported erecting 
American cities. 2,000-seater in Wilmington, 


two hours, and included two special 
compositions dedicated to the Queen 
and the Princess Mafalda. 


derbar’ quality. 


Hans Olden and Gusti Huber, the 
second couple, have also various 
songs to sing. They, too, sing and 
dance excellently. Valerie Schneck 
and Josef Rehberger, in a_ short 
scene, are very fine, too. Hedy 
Pfundmeyer, of the state opera, in- 
vented a few new steps that are 
clever. Author Number two, ‘Rid- 
ens,’ turn out to be Karl Farkas, 
outstanding revue writer of Vienna. 
Jokes he adds to the play have 
grown beards, but they still cause 
laughter, Maass, 


Rudy Vallee met with plenty of 
trouble at his various debuts over 
here. His openings at Holborn Em- 
pire and Finsbury Park coincided 
with a big bus strike, dislocating 
London traffic. 


To top this came the Ciro’s Club 
opening, when just about an hour 
before he was due to appear 8 
waiter got tangled with the mike 
wires, putting the whole p.a. system 
out of action, with no possibility °° 
jrepairs that night, 











Mary Jane Walsh Okay 


London, May 25. 
Mary Jane Walsh opened at the 
Mayfair Cabaret last night (Monday) 
and sailed over splendidly. 
Set for four weeks at the spot. 
This is Miss Walsh's first London ap- 
pearance. | 
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Philly Bulletin Shakeup 

Radical shakeup in the staff of the 
Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia, has 
just been completed. William G. 
Zeamer has been imported from 
Memphis to become executive editor. 
taking over some of the duties of 
Robert McLean, publisher. William 
B. Craig remains as managing editor, 
but understood he will not be active. 


George S. Seltzer, former assistant | 


city editor, becomes assistant manag- 
ing editor. Charles Israel continues 
as city editor. Leo Murphy is now 
assistant city editor. Robert Sen- 
senderfer, sports editor, takes on 


added stint of dramatic critic, with} 
Jerome Carson, former first edition | 


makeup editor, moving to assistant 
sports editor desk. He is replaced 
on the makeup post by George 
Davies, formerly assistant. 


George Thompson, formerly as- 
sistant sports editor, becomes as- 
sistant city editor. Laura Lee, fea- 
ture writer, is now film critic. 


Donald W. Brooke, former assistant 
city editor, heads the copy desk. 
Hugh McMillin, heretofore called 
news editor, becomes wire editor 
duties remaining unchanged. His as- 
sistant is Raymond DeVries. News 
editor, a new job, is Percy Kegel. 

Sheet’s traditionally conservative 
makeup and typography policy has 
been hypoed. Understood that the 
Bulletin, always a prime headache to 
show business press agents, will also 
joosen the column in that regard. 
Both legit and pix will get more 
space and more liberal comment. 
Nix on art for drama and pix is 
also in the basket. Paper's circula- 
tion tops 520,000 daily. 





Coronation Press Luncheon 

The Association of American Cor- 
respondents in London gave a lun- 
cheon May 14, for the‘ American 
newspapermen and women who came 
to the English metropolis for the 
Coronation. William Hillman, of the 
Hearst newspapers, was in the chair 
and while the affair was entirely in- 
formal, a few visitors were called 
upon for brief addresses. 

The first was Her Imperial High- 
ness Grand Duchess Marie, niece of 
the late Czar, who covered the Cor- 
onation for the Hearst outfit; second 
was Henry J. Haskell of the Kansas 
City Star. He was followed by Wil- 
liam Phipps Sims, foreign editor of 
Scripps-Howard papers, Karl von 
Wiegand was next called upon and 
congratulated upon having cancelled 
his seat on the ill-fated airship Hin- 
denburg. The last speaker was Dor- 
othy Kilgallen. 

President Hillman, in his opening 
address, mentioned that the U. S. 
correspondents were allotted three 
times as many seats in the Abbey as 
any other nation. 





Reorganization Suggestion 

Plan to reorganize the New York 
Woman has been suggested by Sen- 
ator Joseph Esquirol of N. Y., who 
would give creditors common stock 
for their indebtedness and attempt to 
continue the mag after raising $200,- 
000. Judge Patterson told him at a 
hearing on Monday (24) in the Fed- 
eral Court building in N.Y. that a 
bond of $5,000 would have ‘to be 
posted against dissipation of the as- 
sets. Samuel H. Kaufman was ap- 
pointed trustee in the case last week 
to prevent any such reduction. 

Liabilities at present are of about 
$175,000, exclusive of $750,000 out- 
standing common stock. William E. 
Wheeler, president of the publish- 
ing corporation meanwhile is in jail 
for non-payment of alimony. 





Wants Prize for Poets 


National bounty on poets is idea 
behind a bill offered in Congress by 
Oregon’s lady lawmaker. Represen- 
tative Nan Honeyman, as means of 
encouraging versifiers. Congress- 
woman would authorize annual prize 
for the author of book of poetry 
which comes close to ‘sufficiently 
high standard’ fixed by a committee 
headed by the librarian of the Li- 
brary of Congress. 

Award would be restricted to 
native-born Americans. Bill pro- 
poses annual appropriation of $2,000 
to buy the medal and pay expenses 
of the judging group, stipulating that 
any year when no award occurs the 
balance shall be dumped back to the 
Treasury. No cash will accompany 
the honor, 





Two New Monthly Mags 
Public Relations is a new monthly 
Magazine published this month by 
E. W. Pryor with Colby D. ‘Dam as 
editor. Mag aims to be broader in 


“cope -than a mere trade paper for | 


D.a.’s. Idea was tried out last year 
With the title Publicity News. .Price 
Ss 30 cents a copy. 


L. A. Times Draws Guild Fire 

Drive of Los Angeles Newspaper 
Guild chapter to unionize the edi- 
torial staff of the Times, citadel of 
anti-unionism, is said to be bearing 
fruit and soon will come into the 
open. Several key performers on 
the Times staff already are said to 
be secret Guildsters. Go signal for 





|; open formation of a Guild unit is 
said to be awaiting only the signing 
up of a majority. 
Situation on the Times 
ment that the Examiner boys had 
| formed a Guild unit with James Lee, 
ace rewriter, as chairman. Times 
under the Harry Chandler manage- 
ment is so bitter anti-union that its 
owners refused to sell out to J. M. 
Patterson's New York News and 
Robert R. McCormick’s Chicago 
Tribune for $15,000,000 because, it 


was reported, prospective buyers 
would not agree to bar all union 


labor from the plant. Heritage comes 
down from General Harrison Gray 
Otis, founder of the Times. Paper 
has already sounded off in editorial 
blasts against the Guild. 

Famous Stories is a new pocket- 
size monthly pulp just out, and pub- 
| lished by Review of Reviews. It’s 
| edited by the staff of Review of 
| Reviews and is the first 10c pocket- 
| size mag on the market. 

Material is entirely reprint, and 
aims to be an inexpensive type of 
Golden Book. 


A Friend a Day 

Executives of the N.Y. Herald 
Tribune are amused by the regular- 
| ity of the correspondence they have 
| been receiving in regard to the drop- 
| ping of FPA’s column. For the past 
three weeks, one letter a day has 
come to the office, never more nor 
less. In the first few weeks after the 
dropping of the column the Trib re- 
ceived some 200 letters, mostly kicks. 

No substitute column has yet been 
decided on, and Grafton Wilcox, 
managing editor, denies the possi- 
bility of Stanley Walker taking over 
such a stint, which is a current 
rumor. Trib management would like 
to find a suitable column, but is 
currently doing nothing more than 
giving the matter consideration. 





| 
| 
| 





Guild LE.B. Meets 

International Executive Board of 
the Newspaper Guild met in Cin- 
cinnati on Sunday (23) and voted 
to recommend that the Guild affiliate 
with the C.1.0. Matter will come 
up at the Guild’s June convention, 
the Guild meanwhile sending no 
delegates to the A.F. of L. conven- 
tion in Cincinnati, although Jona- 
than Eddy, Guild’s exec. sec., will 
listen in. 

The I.E.B. will also recommend 
that changes be made in the Guild’s 
constitution allowing members of the 
business departmnts to join. 





Fifth Estate Club 

Fourth Estate Club in New York, 
recently requested by attorneys for 
Editor and Publisher to change its 
name, since trade publication is 
merged with another mag titled the 
Fourth Estate, has switched to the 
name Fifth Estate Club. 

First thought that the name would 
be Town Criers, but James W. Brown 
of E. and P. suggested the new name 
as bigger and more inclusive than 
Fourth Estate and sold the club on 
the idea. 





Schenectady Guild Pact 

Management of the Schenectady 
Gazette has reached an agreement 
with the Tri-City Newspaper Guild 
/on minimum wages and working 
!hours. Previously the Guild had 
| come to terms with the three Albany 
'papers. Schenectady’s other daily is 
| the Union Star. 
| Troy is the third city represented 
local. The Record 
the only Troy- 





in the Guild 

Newspapers are 

owned dailies. 
Keeping WPA Writers Busy 

To give writers on Federal Project 
something to do, the WPA radio 
wing is shipping down its original 
air dramatizations after use and 
having them transcribed into short- 
story form. 

Yarns are then sent out to small- 
town newspapers, editors being 
given pieces free if they'll carry 
them and credit source. 








Linton Wells’ Autobiog 

| Linton Wells’ ‘Blood on the Moon’ 
|has been published. by Houghton, 
| Mifflin Co.. N. Y. 

|’ Book 'is an autobiography of the 
new press agent for Sam Goldwyn, 
who tells of his adyentures, experi- 
ences and life while newspaper cor- 
|responding around the globe, in 400 
pages. 








| business 
was | 
brought to a head by the announce- | 





LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 

Lewis A. Browne, 61, author, 
dramatist, film scenarist and news- 
paperman, died in Englewood, N, J., 
on May 24, after an emergency in- 
testinal operation. He was the 
author of the picture ‘Land of Op- 
portunity’ first picture ever shown 
in the halls of Congress. 

Capt. Harry Ellsworth Smith, 68, 
pioneer agency exec and publisher, 
died at his home in Atlantic City on 
May 23. Born in Tuckahoe, Smith 
went to Atlantic City at the age of 
20, and four later became 
manager of an ad agency 
owned by Ambassador Walter E. 
Edge. In 1908 he purchased Sunday 
Gazette. After building it up con- 
siderably, he merged it with the At- 
lantic City Review in 1916. 

Merton C. Robbins, 62, publisher 
of industrial magazines, and founder 
of the Robbins Publishing Co., pub- 
lishers of Advertising and Selling, 
died on May 20 in New York of a 
heart ailment following a long ill- 
ness. He was one of the founders of 
the Audit Bureau of Circulation. 


Mrs. Elizabeth 


years 


Harding Snyder 
Daly, 48, former manager of The 
Delineator magazine's art depart- 
ment, died of heart disease on May 
20 in New York. She was the widow 
of William M. Daly. formerly man- 


aging editor of Everybody's. Her 
first novel titled ‘High Goal’ was 
published in 1935. 

CHATTER 


Erika Mann sailing Friday (28) for 
Europe. 


Radio Fans, Concert Managers 
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Still Irked by Australian Policy 


+ 





, _ 
Buffalo’s Music Hall 
Buffalo, May 25. 
Latest site for Buffalo's new music 
hall to be built from a million dolla 
bequest of Edward 


art gallery. Plans call for 
of a building to be patterned after 


the Peristyle of Toledo Art Museum. 


Auditorium will seat 2,500 with 
every modern device both fore 
backstage. 


DETROIT LINES 


UP LECTURERS 


Detroit, May 25. 

Walter Hampden, in dramatic 
sketches from ‘Cyrano, ‘Hamlet’ and 
other plays, heads the annual Town 
Hall series of 20 programs at the 
Fisher theatre here. 

Others include Alec Templeton, 
blind pianist; Mrs. Martin Johnson, 





Leslie Charteris has returned to 
England. | 

Burton Rascoe on a trip to the | 
Middle West. 

Maysie Grieg and her husband 


have returned to England. 

Rion Bercovici has finished his 
novel about a publicity office. 

Lyle Saxon has finished his new 
novel titled ‘Children of Strangers.’ 

Josephine Dunn, film player, will 
be an associate of new Charm mag. 

John Hall Wheelock unanimously 
voted the annual award of the New 
England Poetry Society. 

Don Tracy of Trans-Radio Press 
has sold his second story in a month 
to the Saturday Evening Post. 

Ludwig Bemelmans on an expedi- 
tion in the Andes jungle, headed 
for the source of the Amazon River. 

Alva Johnston's series on Samuel 
Goldwyn in the Satevepost will be 
published in book form by Random 
House. 

James Thurber’s new book due out 
in Sept. titled ‘Let Your Mind Alone! 
And Other More or Less Inspira- 
tional Pieces.’ 

Eugene Lyons has finished his au- 
tobiography tentatively titled ‘As- 
signment in Utopia.’ Harcourt 
Brace will publish. 

Lee Ettelson, formerly with the 
L. A. Examiner and other Hearst 
sheets, is assistant m.e. of the San 
Francisco Call-Bulletin. 

Adelaide Kerr, woman's editor of 
the AP, returning June 1 from Eng- 
land where she covered fashion 
angles of the Coronation. 

Richard Gilbert, ed of Popular 
Songs for Dell Publications, is back 
after one month through the mid- 
west. 

Fanya Graham ships round the 
globe on a freighter June 15 with 
typewriter and paper in duffle to jot 
down fact and fiction en route. 

Lloyd Graham, for 15 years free 
lance magazine and radio writer of 
Buffalo, has been ticketed by Chi- 
cago YMCA in a public relations job. 

Milt Morris. who replaced Noel 
Sickles as political cartoonist for the 
Associated Press on a trial basis, has 
been given the permanent assign- 
ment. 

Frederic Prokosch sailing for a 
year in Europe and Asia on a Gug- 
genheim Fellowship. Will stop over 
in England to play tennis at Wim- 
bledon. 

Lawrence Jayson is pseudonym 
for a prominent lawyer who has just 
written a about life in an 
asylum titled ‘Mania. Funk & Wag- | 
nalls will publish. 

Wayne W. Parrish is leaving the 
National Aeronautical Assn. in 
Washington to start a trade maga- 
zine of his own titled American Avi- 
ation, out twice a month. 


story 





Paul Mallon wi!l leave NANA in 
September and Join King Features. | 
Washington correspondent writes a | 
column titled News Behind the News 
for more than 400 papers. 

Marc T. Greene. contrib of travel | 
articles to American and 
mags, is again visiting Japan. Now 
writing book on Europe skedded: to 





| will be 


British } 


Mercado’s Tipica orchestra’ with 
singers and dancers; Dale Carnegie, 
David Seabury, Frank Crowning- 
shield, William Lyon Phelps, and 
Louis Untermeyer. 

Others lined up: Grand 
Marie, Felix Morley, Lady Drum- 
mond-Hay, John B. Kennedy, Sir 
Evelyn Wrench, publisher of London 
Spectator; Capt. John D. Craig, film 
producer; Dr. Henry J. Fry, of N. 
Y. U.; Mary Paul, reporter; and 
Maurice Hindus. 


Duchess 


Denver’s Bookings 
Denver, May 25. 

Concert series booked for this 
winter for Denver by Arthur M. 
Oberfelder and Robert Slack include 
Kirsten Flagsted, Kyrl Symphony 
Orchestra (50); Mary McCormic, 
Jooss European Ballett (40); Josef 
Hofmann; Salzburg Opera Co. (75); 
Marian Anderson, contralto; and 
John Charles Thomas. 


Series uses municipal auditorium. 


be published 
Press, N. Y. 

Robert S. Brown, for the last three 
years Washington correspondent for 
the Scripps-Howard. newspapers in 
Ohio, has been made editor of The 
Columbus Citizen. He succeeds Nel- 
son P. Poynter. 

Hollywood studio publicity de- 
partments are groaning over ce- 
mands from all over the country 
for ‘guest columns’ by film names to 
fill space while regular columnists 
are on vacations. 

Helen Brown Norden writing a 
book titled ‘Latins Are Lousy Lovers’ 
to be published by Farrar & Rine- 
hart. Article by same author with 
that title appeared in Esquire, caus- 
ing suppression of the issue in Cuba. 

Thurston Macauley, for eight 
years a London correspondent for 
the N. Y. Times, is now working 
for Alexander Korda’s London Films 
in Denham, England. Presently col- 
laborating with Wolfgang Wilhelm 
on a script. 

Dee Lowrance, wife of Herbert 
Drake, critic for Cue and the Herald- 
Tribune’s drama reporter, flew back 
from Hollywood last Saturday (22). 
She was there to interview picture 
personalities for Young 
juve mag. 

Dr. Lily Abegg, correspondent of 


shortly by Viking 


Kleinhans is 
Delaware Park opposite the present 
erection 


and 


America, | 


. 





Sydney, May 6. 

Radio fans are kicking against the 
policy of the Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission of only airing por- 
tion highly 
Fans say that 
the ABC is using tax money to im- 
port such artists and that listeners 
should be granted the benefit of 
complete broadcasts. 

Policy of ABC is to release 
hour only of each concert to 
fans and fade to something else. 


of concerts employing 
paid imported artists. 


one 
the 





| 





Frankfurter Zeitung and author of | 


‘Der Sendungsglaube des Japani- 
schen Volkes,’ left Japan recently 
for Berlin. Author's book is to be 


translated into English and published 
in New York. 

Ernest Hemingway, back from 
Spain, will speak at a mass meeting 
of the American Writers Congres: 
at Carnegie Hall in N. Y., next week 
(4). Other speakers include Archi- 
bald MacLeish, Donald Ogden Stew- 
art and Gerald P. Nye, Films of the 
Spanish war, taken by Joris Ivens 
shown. 


| the 
|nabe family cannot afford the cash 


Legit concert managers have also 
kicked strongly about the ABC— 
purely radio operators—being per- 
mitted to compete with them in the 
concert field. As the ABC is mainly 
under the control of the government 
no action has ever been taken on 
concerts. ABC collects from public 


on licenses ($5 yearly), imports 
highly paid artists, sponsors con- 
certs at high admittance rates and 


only gives the fans a portion of each 
concert over the ether. That's the 
reason why the ABC is always in 


| the clear and turns in huge profits 


every year. 

Because of such government con- 
trol the fans and the concert men 
can't secure satisfaction from those 
in high command. It’s a good biz 
proposition to the ABC and the gove 
ernment. 


Concerts are mainly attended by 
ritzy mob. Unfortunately, the 


to attend such concerts and has to 
be quite satisfied to take what the 
ABC gives and like it. 





Outdoor Concerts’ Payroll 
Boosted $6,000 Annually 


St. Louis, May 25. 

It will cost St. Louis Municipal 
Opera Assn., which fosters al fresco 
stage presentations in Forest Park, 
$6,000 more for tooters during 1937 
season than any time since 1932. 
Recent agreement between execs of 
assn, and AFM, Local No, 2 boosted 


ante of 50 tooters from $55 to $65 
per week for 12-week season. Total 
pay for tooters during season is 
around $39,000, 

Pay hike for muny opera tooters 
is in line with that recently granted 
members of St. Louis Symphony 
Orch, who now receive a minimum 
of $65 per week. 


Milan’s 103 Performances 


Milan, May 14. 

Milan Scala has closed down for 
the season after giving 103 perform- 
ances in 130 days. Season, which be- 
gan with Verdi's ‘Falstaff,’ shut down 
with Resphighi’s ‘Triptich’ at Flor- 
ence, May 4, with Maria Egiziaca, 
Lucrezia and the ballet Gli Uccelli, 


Reason for going to Florence was 
the famous Maggio musicale. Twen- 
ty-five operas were given; 20 Ital- 
ian and five foreign. 








Elman in So. Africa 
Capetown, May 7. 
Mischa Elman, violinist, is due in 
South Africa June 25. 


Recitals set in Durban, Johannes- 
burg and Capetown for African Con- 
solidated Theatres. 





Tibbett to Antipodes 


Sydney, May 6. 
Williamson-Tait will bring Law- 


| rence Tibbett here for a concert sea- 


Leonora Corona, Metropolitan so- |, 
prano, made her initial Buffalo ap- | 
| Legion of Honor of France. 


pearance at the Lafayette Commun- 
ity’ House Monday evening under 


the auspices of William J.:Nei!l, Jr. 


son after singer gets through with 
his English dates. Australian Broad- 
casting Commission will bring out 
Huberman, Rubinstein and Kurtz. 

Lottie Lehmann, Essie Ackland 
and Georg Schneevoight are already 
here. 





Rosette for Bailly 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
Louis Bailly, head of chamber 
music department of Curtis Institute, 
is to be made a Chevalier of the 


Formerly was a soloist with the 
Philly Ore, 
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Broadway 





Hazel Flynn on vacation. 

Milton Berle back from the Coast. 

Donald Ogden Stewart in from 
Coast. 

A. M. Botsfords in New York ona 
vacation. 

Cary Grant in town on a short 
vacation. : 

Kelly, flagpole sitter, is back again, 
squatting at 53rd street. 

Elizabeth Love joining the Mt. 
Kisco strawhatters for the summer. 

Lewis Martin and Helen Brooks 
will strawhat at Stockbridge for the 
summer, 

Tony Soma has shaved off his 
beard, by ‘popular demand’ of the 
customers. 

Earl W. Wingart is a_ bachelor 
for a while, with the wife out west 
on a visit. 

They never did find Monroe 
Greenthal’s stolen car so he bought 
a new Buick. 

Harriet Hoctor is spending Mem- 
orial Day at Hoosick Falls, N. Y., 
her home town. 

Joseph Buloff is set for the Guild’s 
fall production of Ben Hecht’s ‘To 
Quito and Back.’ 

Walt Disney representative film- 
ing the Douglas Leigh animated sign 
in Times Square. 

Tom Kearns in from Chi after 
stretch of p.a.’ing Casino Parisien, 
in Morrison hotel. 

Stanley Gilkey, McClintic-Cornel! 
general manager, is planning a brief 
European vacation. 

Arthur Mayer is waiting for the 
kids to get out of school so he can 
move to the country. 

New cooling plant at 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox home office given a trial 
run on warm Friday last week. 

Ned E. Depinet, armed with a 
T>legraph and other aids, trying to 
pick winners at Belmont Park. 

Al Sherman of Columbia Pictures 
named press relationist for Associa- 
tion of Foreign Press Correspondents. 

Al Lichtman had the winner of the 
Withers stake race at Belmont Satur- 
day but Leo Spitz’s horse ran third. 

Robert Osso, Loew messenger, 
bragging about his grandfather, 
Bory, winning a photograph prize 
contest. 

Sign at box office of Strand, N. Y., 


and Niebelungen Rings and Tietjen 
will be in charge of the Lohengrins. 

Shirley Temple’s ‘Stowaway’ at 
two Berlin houses. 

Operetta ‘Don Cesar’ packing them 
in at the Rose theatre. 

Margitta Kunnekes taking over 
lead in ‘Lady Hamilton.’ 

Wolf Neumeister’s latest pic manu- 
script tagged ‘Hussaren Heraus.’ 

Elly Ney to take part in the Mo- 
zart festival in Heidelberg, first week 
in June. ; 

Dorothea Wieck has leading role 
in ‘Fiesta,’ premiering at the Horst- 
Wessel theatre. 

Franz Esterhazy composing the 
musie for an opera based on Schil- 
ler’s ‘Wallenstein.’ 

Hepfner sisters, dance duo of the 
Deutsches opera to play in Neu- 
meister’s film, ‘Hussaren Heraus.’ 

Over 16,000,000 meters of film, al- 
most enough to girdle half the 
equator, stored in Ufa’s vaults. 
Fita Benkhoff signed by Heinz Hil- 
pert for the coming season at the 
Deutsches theatre and Kammer- 
spiele. 

‘March of the Veterans,’ Bethge’s 
play, which received the National 
Book Prize for 1937, to be filmed 
by Tobis. 

Hans Schwieger, general music di- 
rector of the Danzig State theatre, 
to Tokyo as first conductor of the 
Imperial Uene-Academy orch. 





London 


London Zoo is the latest to be 
televised. 

Lou Wolfson off to Paris to meet 
Lew Lipstone. 
Violet Vanbrugh 
years on the stage. 
Gracie Fields made first television 
appearance May 22. 

J. J. Shubert in Vienna, but ex- 
pected here any day. 

London overrun with guys wear- 
ing camelshair overcoats. 

The Shuberts want Valerie Taylor 
for lead in ‘Love of Women.’ 

Gracie Fields started off the six 
day bicycle race at Wembley. 

Max and his Gang off to Paris for 
four weeks at the Ambassadeurs. 
Muriel Abbott, Palmer House, Chi- 





celebrating 50 


for engagement of ‘The Prince and | cago, booker expected in London 
the Pauper,’ reads ‘a road show at | soon. 


popular prices.’ 

Oscar Liese has returned from 
Hollywood where he opened a 
branch of the Liese-Meha Co., with 
Stewart Grow in charge. 

Tamara Geva has joined Benno 
Schneider’s dramatic classes. Dancer 
is also learning sleight-of-hand, but 
only to puzzle her friends. 

Joe Weil, U’s exploitation chief, 
stopped off in Galveston to attend 
Interstate Circuit convention on his 
way back from the Coast. 


Joseph Pincus, talent executive for 
20th-Fox, headed for the Coast in 
advance of convention party, due to 
leave today (Wednesday). 


Neal Folwell, son of Arthur Fol- 
well, drama editor for Herald 
Tribune, now working in Radio City 
Music Hall’s publicity department. 

Group composed of Arthur De 
Bray, Tom Waller, Al Wilkie and 
Alec Moss spent the week-end go- 
ing after weakfish in Peconic Bay. 


N. Y.’s due bill agents have nixed 
handling any paper from Bermuda 
hotels because of the recent anti- 
Jewish declaration of the island inns, 


International Golden Gloves, ama- 
teur fighters, at Yankee Stadium 
June 9. Walter O’Connor, Frankie 
Frayer and Willie Metz handling 
tickets, 

Max Gendel set to p.a. Province- 
town Playhouse, Cape Cod, this sum- 
mer. Says he’s the only strawhat 
press agent who doesn’t claim he’s 
going to direct. 

Elfrida and Clarence Derwent sail 
tomorrow (Thursday) for a _ six 
weeks’ stay in Mexico City. Return 
in July for engagements at Walter 
Hartwig’s Ogonquit (Me.) Playhouse. 

Par’s golf tournament Thursday 
(20) resulted in a drawing of lucky 
numbers to pick the winner, Charles 
Gartner coming out on top, Herb 
Berg drawing second and Vincent 
Trotta third. 


Dick Maney, acting for Billy Rose, 
has invited all N. Y. drama critics 
and columnists for a cuffo weekend 
at the Cleveland, O., Expo. Boys 
have option of plane or train and all 
on the house. 


Richard seahey, exhibitor of Bay 
City, Mich., and Floyd Gibbons, 
who’s his nephew, met for the first 
time in 15 years at the Warner con- 
vention in New York and laid plans 
under which Uncle Leahey is going 
to give all breaks possible to 
Gibbons’ shorts when they come 
along. 





Berlin 


Wilde’s ‘Bunbury’ doing big biz. 





SSiahl Nachbaur to Hiddensee for 


Whitsun. 


Michael Bohnen celebrating 50th 


birthday. 
Elizabeth Wendt in ‘Mein Sohn 
der Minister.’ 


Gieseking giving Schumann and/done in his 


Schubert program. 


The Walter Briants (Briant 
Brothers) ready for stork visit any 
minute now. 

Over 20 actors signed cable of 
congratulations to Ben Dova on his 
lucky. Zeppelin escape. 

Gene Sheldon is an added at- 
traction at the Victoria Palace in the 
Kurt Robitschek revue. 

Party of London exhibs left for 
extended tour of New York, Chicago 
and points west, 20 strong. 

Cardini played fortnight at the 
Savoy hotel, and immediately booked 
to return for three more weeks. 
Bertram Mills en route for his 
American tour for talent for his 
annual Christmas circus at Olympia. 
Jack Hulbert to do a picture under 
the Alexander Korda management. 
Tentative title is ‘Who Kissed Me’ 
Billy ‘Pop Eye’ Costello to play 
African tour Sept. 10, and will be 
on the Bebe Daniels-Ben Lyon unit. 
Kurt Robitschek after the Duncan 
Sisters to replace Will Mahoney in 
the Victoria Palace show. Mahoney 
in hospital. 

Ed Ryan going from set to set at 
Pinewood Studios. Playing in a Jack 
Buchanan film and the latest Jessie 
Matthews GB pic. 


The Frank Capras expecting ad- 
dition to the family any day now, 
which is likely to hold up their re- 
turn to New York. 

Chill prevented Franz Lehar from 
coming from Vienna to conduct the 
first night of his operetta ‘Paganini’ 
at the Lyceum, May 20. 

Charlotte Greenwood and husband, 
Martin Broones, in town. Strictly 
vacationing and taking in shows, in- 
cluding the Coronation. 

Josephine Baker returns to the 


ble for General Theatres Corp. 
John Golden dickering with Hugh 
Sinclair to play opposite Gertrude 
Lawrence 
which he is doing in September. 


Exposition. 


lowing. 


Frank Neil flew 


refueling. 


places idea. 

Dwight Deere Wiman and Lee 
Ephraim have American rights to 
‘The Two Bouquets,’ which they will 
do on Broadway in fall, with the 
Three Music Hal Boys to play parts. 

David Powell, son of Jack Powell, 
contracted measles while on the way 
here, with Pop having a lot of trou- 
ble in getting permission to get son 
landing permit here. Boy is now 
confined to his room. 


’ Martin -Beck due in to negotiate 


American rights for ‘Balalaika,’ to be 
theatre in the fall. 
French, Scandinavian, Central Euro- 


At the Bayreuth festival, Furt-| pean and Australian rights have al- 
wangler is to baton all the Parsifalsi ready been disposed of. 


Cafe de Paris for the month of No- 
vember at $2,000 per, and will dou- 


in his Broadway show 


Bert Ambrose and band at the 
Restaurant de Luxe, Paris, for the 
Opens early June for 
three weeks, with Leo Reisman fol- 


from Australia 
to London in nine days, to be in time 
for the Coronation. Booked act in 
Barsa for Australia while plane was 


Paul Gerrits was to have doubled 
from the Grosvenor House cabaret 
into the Victoria Palace, but Min- 
istry of Labor is against the two- 


Paris 


Harold Smith to Rome. 

Jean Gabin in from Nice. 

Violet Perdue to Brussels. 

Gaby Tyra off for Brussels. 

Reine Paulet back in town. 
Claridge Hotel open again. 

Paul Lukas back to America, 
Lily Damita off for Morocco. 
Tonia Navar at Lune Rousse, 
Jenny Norna at Monte Cristo, 
Conde Nast in from America. 
Millie Bennett off for Valencia. 
Lily Damita back from London, 
Olive May at Caprice Viennois. 
Lucienne Boyer in from Berlin. 
Else Argal back from America. 
Ernest Hemmingway back home. 
Mignone planning return home. 
Igor Stravinsky in from America. 
Ernest Hemingway in from Spain. 
Fred Hilgers returning to America. 
Morely and Pelot on North African 
tour. 
Adelaide 
Toit. 

Ruth Page in from Scandinavian 
tour. 

Libby Holman looking in at Baga- 
telle. 

Elizabeth Arden in 
York. 

Irvin Marks back from quickie to 
London. 

Lou Wolfson in town and off to 
London. 
Josephine Baker 

lessons. 

Jim Witteried member of Croix de 
Guerre, 

Mary Shuck postcarding 
Munich. 

Nardo Padio at Cabaret de Mon- 
seigneur. 

Mirielle broadcasting over Poste 
Parisien. 

Annabella signing contract 
20th-Fox. 

Schwartz Sisters looking over film 
contracts. 

Michel Arlen in for a visit on way 
to Riviera. 

Greta Keller postcarding from Co- 
penhagen. 

Brick Top out of hospital back at 
her cabaret. 

Teddy Weatherford in from India 
on vacation. 

Theatres des Arts celebrating 100th 
anniversary. 

Quatuor Loewenguth concerting at 
Salle Gaveau. 

‘Tovarich’ closing at Marigny end 
of this month. 

Sacha Guitry looking over New 
Bagatelle nitery. 

Lillian Ellis to star in Varna’s next 
revue at Alcazar. 

Restaurant des Ambassadeurs sold 
out opening night. 

Jean Tranchant offering new rep- 
ertoire at Bagdad. 

Luna Park doubling 
price to two francs. 
Doris Niles and Serge Leslie plan- 
ning another concert. 

Pierre Mortier named assistant 
commissioner of expo. 

Rene Bardy of Chez Eve on talent 
hunt in central Europe. 

Maurice Chevalier dancing with 
Nita Raya at Bagatelle. 

Harry Leashim out of hospital, 
planning New York visit. 

Gorki’s ‘Ma Mere’ in rehearsal at 
Theatre de la Renaissance. 

Ballet Joos scheduled to celebrate 
5th anniversary here in June. 

Eric and Ruth Burhadt booked for 
five months at Bal Tabarin. 
Baliets de Monte Carlo rehearsing 
at Theatre des Champs-Elysees. 

Jean Murat, Aimos and Danielle 
Parola back from North Africa. 

Bets being made that expo will not 
be completely finished by July 1. 

Max Francesco opened former 
Chez Josephine Baker, May 21. 

Vance and Romia on opening bill 
ae club, new nitery on the 
ill. 

M. Bardy, director of Chez-Eve, 
back from central European talent 
hunt. 

Max Francesco opening former 
Chez Josephine Baker without Jose- 
phine. 

Acrobat Ernst Asbock accidentally 
killed while performing at Cirque 
d’Hiver. 

Fernand Gravet in Switzerland to 
make scenes of ‘Mesonge de Nina 
Petrovna.’ 

Lucienne Boyer to appear in revue 
to be produced at Theatre Capucines 
during expo. 

President Lebrun presiding at 
opening of Guitry’s ‘Sept Perles de 
la Couronne.’ 

Liam O'Flaherty saying he is fed 
up with Hollywood and is going to 
settle in France. : 
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Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Florence Fisher Parry, Press crick 
and columnist, to Hollywood. 

Si Steinhausers celebrate their 
twentieth wedding anniversary on 
June 1, ; 

Harry Brown in New York as a 
delegate to American Theatre Coun- 
cil convention. 

Johnny Harris furnishing Variety 
club’s new lounge room as a mem- 
orial to his father. 

Carmen has checked out of Plaza 
after two months for a spot at the 
Chez Ami in Buffalo. 

Mike Cullens back from. their 
Florida fishing trip, with Orville 
Crouch returning to Kansas City. 

Martin Shearan to Regent as asst. 








mgr. with Larry Leonardi replacing 


him in WB advertising department. 

Pittsburgh Playhouse introduced 

new director, Frederick Burleigh, to 
press at a cocktail party, Sunday 
23). 
, Ben Kalmenson will be hosted at 
a testimonial dinner June 4 before 
he pulls out for N. Y., and his new 
WB post. 

Eddie Selzer here for a day on 
his way back to the Coast from the 
WB convention; wedding this week 
of his cousin, ; 

Phil Regan preparing an answer 
to Rian James’ ‘Cavalcade’ article, 
‘Going Broke in Hollywood on 
$1,500 a Week.’ 


Quebec 


By C. W. Lane 








Corey Thompson to N. Y. on a 
short vacation. 

Eddie Rheaume appointed manager 
Princess theatre, Montreal. 

Mark Plottell, from Winnipeg, ap- 
pointed Montreal manager RKO ex- 
change. 

Rex Billings managing Belmont 
Park summer resort opened Satur- 
day (22). 

Hamid-Morton Animal Show, first 
circus of year, opened for week 
Saturday (22) at Forum, Montreal, 
to big houses. 

Gene Curtis leaves management of 
Loew's theatre, where he has been 
four years, to take over manage- 
ment of Regent, Ottawa. 

Harold Vance moved from man- 
agement Princess, Montreal, to that 
of Arilequin theatre, Quebec. Suc- 
ceeded by Eddie Rheaume at Prin- 
cess. 

Loew’s, Montreal, direction taken 
over by Harry Anger with Paul 
Guenette as house manager. Gene 
Curtis, former manager, to Regent, 
Ottawa. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Frank Neil to London. 

Herbie Hayward recovering. 

George Gee will lead in ‘Swing 
Along.’ 

Joe Joel readying ‘Lost Horizon’ 
premiere for Col. 

Williamson-Tait reviving 
with Gladys Moncrieff. 

Stuart F. Doyle on the lookout for 
more commercial radio units to add 
to his chain. 

Cam Pratt is handling publicity for 
Greater Union during the absence of 
Herbie Hayward. 

Jack Percival, Snider-Dean, will 
handle the publicity for the Marcus 
show in Australia. 

Walter Byron has been engaged by 
Cinesound to play male lead in 
‘Lovers and Luggers.” 

Frank Tait, Williamson-Tait, is 
expected to bring back a host of 
new shows with him from England 
and America. 

Lord Gowrie, Governor-General, 
paid a special visit to the State, 
Sydney, to view ‘Beloved Enemy’ 
(UA). Manager Orrie Perry did the 
honors, 


‘Katja’ 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Rs Rock outdoor spot going full 
ast. 

Bob Carney has fallen for the 
bike-riding craze. 

Gus Bauman putting on annual 
revue at Shubert, June 11. 

Sam Horwarth again mulling that 
session with the surgeon. 

Mrs. Martin Johnson’s June 4-5 
stand at Shubert cancelled. 

Helen Bashta has graduated to 
Roger Sherman cashier spot. 

Bill O’Connell in seventh heaven 
now that baseball is under way. 

Ex-Miss America, Marion Bar- 
geron, broke out in local dramatic 
production. 

Frank Kelly again to handle back- 
stage end of Chapel Playhouse, Guil- 
= ~~ hat. 

tony Creek Playhouse, Chapel in 
Guilford, Plymouth in Milford open 
summer season, June 28. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Fishing trips lure exhibs all over 
territory, 

Phil Dunas, Columbia district man- 
ager, a visitor. 

Twin City Variety club held last 
open house of season. 

Merle Potter, Journal film editor, 
now a wrestling addict. 

Ted Aver, Paramount salesman. 
back from Philadelphia vacation. 

Don _ Koehler, former Shubert 
dramatic stock juve lead, in town. 
_Gale Sondergaard, former Univer- 
sity of Minnesota actress, planning 
visit here. 

W. O. McPhall, Warner checking 
Supervisor, completed inspection 
tour of territory. 

Richard Harrity, U. A. exploiteer 
from N. Y., here working on ‘Star 
Is Born’ at Minnesota. 

Rud Lohrenz, Warner Brothers’ 
branch manager, flew back from 
N. Y. sales convention. 

John Thoma, Columbia exploiteer. 
off to Duluth to handle ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ roadshow engagement. 

Gilbert Nathanson off to Los An- 
geles to Republic franchise holders’ 





meeting and then will attend re- 
gional meeting in Chicago, June 9, 





Hollywood 


Neil Agnew headed east. 

Madge Evanis cooling off at Arrow. 
head. 

Dick Young planed in from Ber. 
muda. 

Walter Woolf King parted with hig 
tonsils. 





Robert Taylor will di 
Wee. ¥ eS 
oretta oung planed j 
Bermuda. ’ = tem 


The Louis Factors canale 
New York. d from 

Joe Micciche will honeymoon in 
Mexico City. 

Bryan Foy wending west via Cuba 
and the Canal. 

Eleanore Whitney siestaing here 
after p.a. tour. 

Borrah Minevitch and wife at the 
Catalina Isthmus. y 

Ronald Waggoner, U. P. So. Calif 
chief, in Chicago. ; 

Clare Boothe Brokaw in a Metro 
scribbling cubicle. 

The Fenton Gressers back from 
their honeymoon. 

John Monk Saunders floated in vig 
American Airlines. 

John Boles dude-ranching on his 
Calabasas acreage. 

Homer Dickinson, actor, bunged up 
by a hit-and-runner, 

Harold Hurley back at work after 
vacation in hulaland. 

John McManus here from K.C., for 
gander at the studios, 

Dick Pittinger now planting for 
Harry Brand in L. A. : 

Sylvia Sidney went for a Palo 
Verde summer shack. 

Ray Clune, Henry Ginsberg’s aide 
at S-I, minus appendix. 

Clark Wales planed back to his 
Detroit Free Press desk. 

Bess Meredyth fed the swans in 
Lake Xochimilco, Mexico. 

Charles Kenyon chasing the gutta 
percha sphere at Del Monte. 

Arthur Hornblow and Myrna Loy 
back from Times Sq. meanders. 

Freddie Bartholomew being initi- 
ated into the secrets of fly-fishing. 

Metro signed Jockey Bobby Mer- 
ritt for ‘Saratoga’ racehorse riding. 

Spyros, Charlie and George Skouras 
reunited here for 20th-Fox sales 
sesh. 

Mike Jackson brinied from Aca- 
pulco after three months in Mexico 
City. 

Joe Weil setting Universal's ex- 
pDloitation campaign for ‘The Road 
Back.’ 

Bill Meikleiohn best-manning for 
George Givot and Maryon Curtis, 
June 2. 

John Stone on hand in Frisco to 
greet Sol Wurtzel, back from the 
Orient. 

Eve Greene, Paramount scribbler, 


and sister Babette en route to 
England. 

French fruit show at Aix-les-Bains 
first-prized Irving Cummings’ 


oranges. 

Maria Ouspenskaya went east to 
close her dramatic school for the 
summer. 

Sam Briskin installing a gym at 
Radio with Fausto Acke as in- 
structor. . , 

Allan Jones went for a swimming 
pool, badminton court and midget 
golf course on his place. 

William Townes, Cleveland Press 
political reporter, treating himself to 
the sights around the studios. 

Leif Henie, brother of Sonja, here 
to return ashes of Wilhelm Henie, 
their father, back to Sweden. — 

The Elmer Dyers choochooing to 
N. Y., thence London. He has a 
camera assignment for Metro. 

Clarence Brown hosting his old 
army boss, Col. Desmond Newsom, 
on the ‘Walewska’ set at Metro. 

Leopold Stokowski took time out 
from his pix toil to accept an LL.D. 
from the University of California. 

Jerry Hoffman bacheler-binged for 
Lester Ziffren as a pre-nuptial be- 
fore Ziffren’s marriage to Edith 
Wurtzel. 





Chicago 


Al Williamson nipped with a touch 
of ptomaine. ; 

Betty Mitchell honeymooning at 
Daytona Beach. 

Hazel Flynn stopped off on her 
way to the Coast. 

Dale Carnegie now an honorary 
member of CAPA. 

Bill Hampton heading for the 
western slope sunshine. ; 

Lou Lipstone due back from his 
European vacash on June 1. ; 

Jones, Linick & Schaefer givins 
the Woods a fancy moderne front. 

David Sarnoff in town for two-day 
RCA Dealers’ Convention at Drake. 

Teresa Rudolph closing Stevens 
three days early for trip to Hons- 
kong. 

Harry Smythe in the loop once 
more after a six-week tour of the 
nation. 

Sam Gerson into N. Y. to hunt up 
some shows for the local Shubert 
houses. 

Joe Sherman planed to Detroit to 
ogle a couple of Jack Kearns fisti- 
cuff shows. 

Norman Rockwell in ahead of ne“ 
showboat production venture of ‘To- 
bacco Road.’ 

Lloyd Lewis gathering sunshine 4s 
a baseball writer now that the les:! 
biz has faded with the snow. a 

Jack Dowling, Eddie Dowlins > 
son, making good on the Chi [%” 
Times with an almost regular by- 
line these days. 
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Cleveland Expo Is All Set to Go; 
Exhibits in P lace and Shows Ready 








Cleveland, May 25. | H-W GOADS NEWSPAPERS 


Three-fourths of exhibits in Great 
Lakes Exposition are ready to open 


tomorrow although Saturday (29) is | 
official premiere of its second season | 
New | 
features like Billy Rose’s Aquacade, | 





on city’s made-over lakefront. 





Service Charge on Oakleys Stirs Up 
W. Va. Sheet—Stung Newsboys 
Parkersburg, W. Va., May 25. 

Hagenbeck-Waiiace snow took an 

elegant drubbing from the local pa- 


his Pioneer Palace and Winterland, | Pers when it played here last week. 


which will topline the fair, are hav- 
ing construction work pushed by 
double shifts. Everything will be 
definitely set by tomorrow «(Wednes- 
day ). Backers not taking any 
chances on being caught like last 
vear when half of exhibits were in- 
complete; boomeranging plenty of 
harmful publicity. 

Smash opening night is guaran- 
teed by fact that President Roose- 
belt in Washington will push the 
button that turns on the Expo’s new 


Newspapers arranged with the ad- 
vance to fatten the free pwblicity 
for the show in return for a 
ficient number of admissions to 
cover carriers and street sales boys. 
It was understood that the holders 
were to pay the tax. 

When the kids showed up at the 
big top on circus day thev were 
confronted with a notice that all 
passes were subject to a_ service 
tax of two bits; greatly in excess 
of the stipulated amusement tax. 
Many of the kids did net have the 


suf- 





lighting display. Event is being 


away be- 


quarter and were turned 


aired by WHK, WTAM and WGAR| fore the papers could do something 


over all networks in broadcasts be- 
gining at five, with Roosevelt pan 
Grover Whalen making complimen- 
tary send-off speeches to be ampli- 
fied over fair’s grounds. 

Top attraction getting the heaviest 


type of circus ballyhoo is_ the 
Aquacade, Billy Rose's gift to. old 
Moses Cleveland's city. Even the 


most conservative newspaper muggs 
are hauling out all of Hollywood's 
colossal adjectives to describe it. 
Cost is estimated at about $350,000, 
including talent, a record figure in 
this section. 

Building on lakefront which houses 
the theatre auditorium and Ralph 
Hitz’s casino covers a city block, 
large enough to seat 3,000 spectators 
on bench-chairs and 2,000 diners at 
tables. Floating stage 160 feet wide 
is anchored 60 feet from the shore, 


with two six-story steel towers on 
each side for high-divers’ and | 
name-bands on first levels. 


Revolving stage in middle has five 
Albert Johnson sets of scenery, 
ranging from scenes of Coney Island 
in 1908 to Miami and Malibu Beach 
scenes, a colored waiter curtain al- 
lowing quick — shifts. After  per- 
formances it will be pulled into 
building by a donkey engine, trans- 
forming the entire float into a huge 
dance floor. 

Plenty of Talent 

Stage designed by Winckler is al- 
ready finished and rehearsals of 200 
mermaids and chorus have been 
going on it for last week. Total 
cast runs up to 485, headed by 
Eleanor Holm, Dick Degener, Bob 
Lawrence, Frazee Sisters, Dick 
Degener, Johnny (Tarzan) Weis- 
muller, Stubby Krueger, Walter 


(Continued on page 63) 





_Hagenbeck in Berlin 
Bertin, May 16. 


Deutschlandhalle, with a_ seating 
Capacity of 6.000, is housing the 
Hagenbeck circus show, ‘Humans, 


Animals and Sensations.’ The super- 
sized sawdust oval has been sliced in 
two, one part serving for vaudeville 
and sensational stunts, the other for 


Straight animal exhibits, Hagen- 
beck’s specialty. 
Heading the list of sensational 


stunts is the trapeze act of the Bo- 
nellys, together with Cherrlos. Two 
Raccs cavort on iheir Rhoen wheel 
directly under the high roof while 
Miss Quincy does a dive from 
a sixty-foot platform into a dimi- 
nutive, flaming pool. The show ends 
with Koringa, femaleg Svenzai. 
whose magic powers are supposed 
to put even the most ferocious of 
beasts into a stupor. 

B.o. is doing great. 


’Frisco Benefit 
San Francisco, May 25. 

, Stage, radio and screen stars have 
Joined hands with business and 
labor leaders in staging a grand ball 
to aid widows and orphans of work- 
men killed in construction of the 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion. To be held in the Civic Audi- 
torium on May 29. The ball will be 
one of the big attractions of the 
eight-day Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta 

Which opens the day before. 
Al Jolson will be the m.e. He will 
= "3 along with 
© 


ing Parkyukarkas, Thelma 


Raye and Anita Louise. 


| in editorial columns and 


him a contingent | 
Hollywood personalities, includ- | 
“ Leeds, | 
Victor Young and possibly Martha} under controi of a ihree-man come | 


| about it. 


lambasted 
it is going 
to be tough for any other outfit in 
this vicinity, papers contending that 
the service charge was ‘practically 
clear profit.’ 


Show was elaborately 





INDIANAPOLIS 
SPEEDWAY 
DATA 


Indianapolis, May 25. 


Indianapolis Speedway cash for 
lucky and surviving winners this 
year is about $100,000. Henry T. 


Davis, who runs the city’s conven- 
tion bureau, is faced with worst 
problem to date. Besides the 100,000 
or so for the race expected in town. 
he’s confronted with 10,000 delegates 
to National Conference of Social 
Work convention week before the 
race. They're expected to pour 
$750,000 into cash register tills while 
here. Hotels here, numbering about 
75, with total of 7,000 or 8,000 rooms, 
are booked solid, and most down- 
towners bear printed signs: This 
room cannot be reserved between 
May 23 and June 1. Davis has culled 
the city for available rooms to rent 
out to the visitors, and has listed 
about 1,000 to date. 

Last year’s race crowd was be- 
tween 140,000 and 160,000. They look 
for more this year, judging from 
advance ticket sales. And they've 
figured out that each race day visi- 
tor spends while in Indianapolis 
somewhere around $20 or better. 
That doesn’t include the money that 
changes hands when certain drivers 
don’t win certain laps, or don’t fin- 
ish in the money. 

Dick Merrill will act as officiel 
starter of the race, assisied by Seth 
Klein. 





Ohio’s Coney Starts 

Cincinnati, May 25. 
Coney Island, up-river amusement 
park, opened its 50th season Satur- 
day (22). Edward L. Schott, son of 
the late George Schott, is manager. 
Spot, hard hit by the Ohio river 
record flood last January, has new 
clubhouse, dansant and several rides. 
Bert Block’s orch is the first road 
band for the park. Forrest Brad- 
ford’s local combo plays dance music 
on the Island Queen, which conveys 

patrons from Cincy’s muny wharf. 


DEMPSEY BACKS DOGS 
Detroit, May 25. 

Jack Dempsey, whose cash backed 
dog racing bill, was defeated last 
week in the siate senate, made a be- 
lated visit to. Lansing Friday (21), 
invited half of the legislators to 
lunch and opined ‘everybody's en- 
titled to his opinion, but it seems 
Michigan might as well get the mil- 
lion dollar dog racing would bring 
in.’ 
Immediately after the eats, talk 
| was revived of re-introducing the 
mutt measure as an amendment to 
a pending bill to place horse racing 





Ringling Under Auspices 





Dover, O., May 25. 

Al Butler, general contracting 
agent for the Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey circus, pulled a surprise 
on the some 9,000 naiives of this 
Tuscarawas county town, ky con- 
tracting it for the appearance here 
Sunday, July 11, of big one. It will 
be the smallest town ever played 





;by the big show, Butler declared. 
| Engagement here of the show will 
| be under the auspices of the Ameri- 
can Legion post here, 

| Show is picking up this 


town 
| rather than moving from 


Canton 








Dal Expo Eger to et Stared, 
With Three Weeks Still to Pass 





TIGER CLAWS BYSTANDER 


Reaches Through Bars and Kills 
Mer. City Auditorium 
St. Louis, May 25, 
H. G. Getchell, 81, mgr. of City 
| Auditorium, St. Joseph, Mo. died 
May 21 from wounds suffered when 





7 ——_____., 


Dallas, May 25. 

With only three weeks intervening 
before Dallas exposition opens June 
12, most of the entertainment spots 
claim they will be ready in advance 
[of the opening. Latin 
}theme will prevail in 
{but others will 





American 
some 
stick to the 


shows 
tested 


Saturday to Pittsburgh for the usual clawed by a tiger on arena floor of | routines. 


Sunday lay-off. The Pittsburgh dates 
are July 12-13. 





GRAHAM CIRCUS 
Dallas, May 22. 
Stanley Graham’s International 
Midgets Circus opened its break-in 
date here Friday (21) and will 


smooth out wrinkles through Wcdnes- 
day (26) before moving to San An- 
tonio for first stop on tour which is 
booked solid through October. Man- 
agement reports dates at Toronto ex- 
position and claims two weeks are 
set in November for Madison Square 
Garden, New York. 


Show 
hours night caught and was plenty 
rough in routine. John Lester, pro- 
duction manager brought over from 
England, plans to build show un to a 
little more than two hours. 





|of them haven’t caught the drift of 
| things yet. 
| Big appeal in the show is the four- 


teen elephants, the liberty act |} 
worked by Max Chrysler, and the | 
aerial work of Mary Patricia Finn | 


and Marie Longdon. This trio is 
|}over from the Continent and were 
|} supposed to have been brought by 
| Lester. Chrysler also goes into cage 
lof Snake King’s lions in opening act 
and makes gesture toward doing a 
Clyde Beatty, but he retires shortly 
}—but in good order. This midget 
} apparently is willing to try anything. 
| Elephants were obtained from 
| Robinson, Chrysty and Powers. The 
'combined herd appears to be the best 
| performing elephants seen in any 
| circus by this big-top fan. Garland 
Slatten, midget, handles one of the 
Robinson group and sticks his head 
in the maw for a quick turn around 
the ring. The troupe of liberty 
horses also came from the Chrysty 
outfit. 


Graham has merged most of the 
midget performers he used in his 
several exposition villages and had 
about 124 of the tribesmen on hand 
at last count. He uses a flock in a 
midget band and all of them partic- 
ipate in opening parade, called Caval- 
cade of America. Clown schoo! also 
numbers 24. 


Acrobatic work features the Boer 
Brothers and several of the midgets 
are worked into the Dudley act. 
Horsemanship is demonstrated by 
the McLaughlin Brothers and by Ben 
Brown, a midget from an Oklahoma 
Indian reservation, according to the 
advertising. 

Circus offers some good entertain- 
ment in the work of Chrysler with 
lions and horses and the aerial stuff 
of Finn and Longdon. The Slatten 
routine also is to the good. Sheer 
circus sensations of the number one 
tops are missing, however. Graham 
has sought for novelty and contrast 
and in last direction has a main top 
which is new and which is exceeded 
in size only by Cole-Beatty and 
| Ringling, he claims. New canvas 
also is up for sideshow, menagerie 
and cook tents. He went heavy for 
elephants to put across circus angle. 


Most trade interest in new circus 
i will be inspired by sales promotion 
idea back of enterprise, this side be- 
ing handled by Johnny McMahon. 
In each town booked by McMahon 
,he ties up a chain of stores or a 
newspaper to promote advance sale 
of tickets, giving sponsor good dis- 
count on wholesale purchases. This 
‘plan not only helps cireus get off 
nut before it opens spot but it also 
is open sesame to newspaper adver- 
tising at low rate. He works with 








ing anyway, and will take big space 
to ballyhoo their connection with 
affair. Show will remain usually in 
each spot for five or six days. To 
} keep newspapers from getting too 
| hot over this evasion of customary 
i hivh transient rates levied on circus 
outfits, the Graham tent will buy 
space on its own at regular rates. 
Jean Finley, exploitation man 
identified for vears in this section 





'with film work, is in front of the | 


show. 


Circus Routes 


Week ef May 31 
Barnes-Sells Floto 


Wash. r 5 f ‘ peoever 
Mt. Vernon, W ’ 


ecotla, 


ic llingham, 
ae June 1-2; 
{ Everett 4; Ta 5-6, 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
West Pi 
| Willington, 


ladelphia, Va tl-June 1-2; 
Del., 3; Harrisburg, P’a., 4 


| ish instead of a single commissioner, | feasting, & 


ran slightly less than two | 


Midgets | 
| are all over the three rings but most | 


chains which go heavy for advertis- | 


fan indoor 
May 20. 

iretchell, was attacked as he 
| walked close to cage. Tiger reached 
|} through bars with both paws, drew 
| Gretchell against cage and clawed 
jat his right arm before attendants 
! drove animal off. Aged man suffered 
| five deep wounds in arm and loss of 
| blood and shock resulted in death 24 
} hours later. 


| 
| 


PORK BARREL 
COIN FOR TWO 
EXPOS. 


circus in auditorium 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Washington, May 25. 


Federal expenditures 


|} pation in 


for partici- 
reach 
| high in 1939, although current econ- 
omy wave is causing fears that ear- 
marked outlays may be chopped ma- 
terially. 

Spending upwards of $500,000 this 
year for exhibs at three fairs, gov- 
ernment is readying to use close to 
$10,000,000 to help out the rival ex- 
pos at San Francisco and New York 
two years hence. Already $5,000,000 
|}has been voted, but bill has been 
| vetoed by President Roosevelt. Un- 
}derstood Grover Whalen will ap- 
| ply for $3,000,000. 
| San Francisco 
, $3,000,000 has not been brought up 
| in either branch of Congress but is 
; due for favorable action. Other bills 
| paving way for foreign participation 
| have, however, received the nod. 
|The request for $2,500,000 with 
| which to dredge channels and yacht 
| basin, build water gate, and perform 
other improvements on the water- 
front of the N. Y. site is still slum- 
bering at the Capitol. 

This year’s government fair activ- 
ities are mostly a hang-over. Con- 
gress has reappropriated unexpended 
balance of last year’s $3,000,000 al- 
lotment for the Texas centennial, 
making $326,000 availabie. Fund of 
$135,000 is on hand for further gov- 
ernment representation at the repeat 
Cleveland expo. Only new outlay 
will be for U. S. exhibits at Paris, 
$200,000 having been set aside for 
this purpose. 


expositions will 





Kicking the Hounds 


Detroit, May 25. 

After several attempts to browbeat 
legislators into line, the state senate 
last week killed the promotor- 
backed dog racing bill, which would 
have allowed two doy tracks in each 
county of the state. 

The bill, which previously had 
been passed by the house, lost in 
the senate by 17 to 14. It sarked 
the closest the perennial measure 
had been beaten in the past several 
years. 





j 


LOOKING AHEAD 
St. Paul, May 25. 


Putting itself into the big-time 
|eircle of civie pageantry together 


| with New Orleans’ Mardi Gras and 
| Pasadena’s Tournament of Roses, this 
| burg has signed up Martin J. Kelly, 
; vet theatre ad man, as full-time 
‘managing director of St. Paul's 
Winter Carnival. 

Event skeded for eight days, Jan- 
'uary 29 through February 5, 1938, 
, but preparations are currently going 

on apace. 


DANVILLE DOOMS CARNEYS 


Lynchburg, May 25. 


Lifting a cuapier from Lynchburg, | 
where carneys have been stifled by | 


| 4a prohibitory tax, neighboring town 
lof Danville is studying an ordinance 
banning all ‘fairs, carnivals and cir- 
cuses within city limits.’ 


; ") 
appropriation of | 


Road to Rio will occupy site for- 
;}merly held by Streets of Paris. This 
|place will have ‘village’ offering 
| Spanish flavor and will have a club 
on mezzanine to catch the extra- 
,;dough crowd. This place will be 
| the number one spot with setup in 
| line with expo ballyhoo and will be 
|the prize exhibit on the Midway 
} which has been renamed La Rambla. 

Nat Rogers has taken over the 
concession which will be known as 
The Bowery and he is attempting to 
round up all the oldtimers for a 
show. He says the chorus will be 
‘large but no beef trust.’ 


| Show Boat will be back again, of- 
| fering ‘Murder in the Old Red Barn” 
| instead of ‘The Drunkard,’ which 
| was the bill last year. The cast is 
being brought up from San Antonio 
where it has been playing the old 
meller for the past three months. 

Black Forest is undergoing some 
carpenter work which will be fin- 
ished by June 1, the management 
claims, 





Cast for ‘Cavalcade’ is in rehearsal 
;and most of the sets are completed, 
j according to Producer A. L. Voll- 
|man. He says a 60-foot voleano will 
| ‘erupt in the first scene merely as 
an eye-opener for the audience. In 
| the finale another scene announced 
(is the wedding of Wally Simpson 
and the king, who played hooky 
|from a throne. Mr. Vollman hasn't 
| explained how this episode will be 
| tied in with Pan-American history. 

Stage sets and turntable unit for 
| the Casino are being constructed in 
| New York and are expected shortly 
after June I, it is announced. 

Another entertainment note is the 
| contracting with Major Bowes by a 
| major oil company exhibitor for four 
amateur acts daily in its lounge. A 
complete change in acts is promised 
each two weeks. 

Helping the Exhibs 
St. Paul, May 25. 

Municipal Community Sing gets 
under way May 31, running five 
nights a week for eight weeks and 
alternating every night from one to 
another of the city’s five parks. 

Going into its third season, the 
Sing last summer attracted nightly 
crowds as high as 10,000. Season 
wound up costing the Department 
$1,370. 

Commissioner Fred M. Truax 
Saturday (22) closed a deal with 
First National Bank of this burs to 
foot this season's total bill. St. Veul 
rags Pioneer Press and Dispatch are 
putting up the trophies and puiiing 
on the publicity campaign. At wind- 
up, four musical scholarships go to 


untrained voices and two to trained 
ones, 








Fair Idea Sticks 
Charlotte, N. C., May 25. 

The possibility that North Caro- 
| lina may stage a state exposition of 
, national importance within the next 
few years was expressed again last 
week by Governor Hoey. 

A legislative commission, author- 
ized by the General Assembly to in- 





| vestigate the possibility of this 
State’s participating on the New 
| York World’s Fair and the Go'den 


Gate 
| ‘look 


will be aslcl to 
question of an 


exposition 
into the 
position here.’ 


CX 


NICKING THE NABES 
St. Louis, May 25. 

Forest Park Highlands, town’s 
only amusement park, after a slow 
getaway due to cold and rainy 
weather, is enjoying prosperows biz 
that is nicking the nabes. Park, 
newly decorated and boasting of half 
a dozen new amusement devices, is 
spot where school picnics are held 
annually. 


A 10¢ admission is charged after 
|7 p.m. on weekdays and after 1 pam 
Sunday and a name band fur s 
free concerts in Japanese pay nm 
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News From 


lished during the week in the dai 
San Francisco, Hollywood and Lon 





the Dailies 


This deportment eontains rewritten theatrical news items as pud- 


ly papers of New York, Chicagy, 
don. Variety takes no credit for 


these news items; each has been rewritten jrom a daily paper. 





geles. Court approved a property 

East | settlement. . 
Richard J. Gorman, seeking an in- 
. junction in L. Federal court, 
Charles H. Miller, Village cabaret charged Paramount's ‘The Old- 
nwher, testified that when he heard Fashioned Way uses ideas _con- 
that his wife’s alleged sweetie was tained | in his original play, ‘“Sou- 
wearing Miller’s own pyjamas he brette a mae ees 
fainted and stayed under four hours Barbara Stanw yck Ww as — 
He is suing his wife, the former Vera and injured when her mount steppe 
Pierson, for divorce on the confes- into a gopher hole. ae Si i 
sion of Joe Rose, which was later California tax officials were ¢ i- 
revoked She is suing him for di- rected to search for any properties 
vorce and $250 a week. belonging to John Barrymore to sat- 
M , ’ Fund elects Dr. Dam- isfy an income tax deficiency of 

Musicians ene Ce noard and | $4000 for 1936. 

rosch chairman of the board an Charles Frederick Gebhard asked 


Mrs. Vincent Astor acting prexy. 

Alice Nielsen, one-time light opera 
star, gets right to foreclose on a 
mortgage given her by her divorced 
husband, Leroy R. Stoddard, as part 
of the property settlement. 

Children’s playground on site of 
the old Central Park Casino opened 
last week. 

Brian Aherne back from a Medi- 
terranean cruise. Had planned pix 
in England, but says the financial 
situation is too uncertain, so he’s go- 
ing to Hollywood. 

Irish Repertory Players celebrated 
their first birthday Sunday with a 
party at the Parkside. Alfred 
Kreymborg guest of honor. | 

Ronald King plans a strawhat for | 
the kiddies at Montclair, N. J. Will | 
give performances with local kids 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day afternoons. 

Jersey Central inaugurates a 
sightseeing train tour. Loudspeakers 
in each car to relay the barker. Run 
is 325 miles. 

Irene Castle McLaughlin ptomaine | 
victim in Baltimore, but getting bet- | 
ter. There for a meeting of humane 
sociely. 

Atlantic City tells men bathers to 
keep their shirts on this year. Wo- 
men bathers told to be modest. | 

Louise Groody planning to build | 
a $25,000 strawhat at Skytop, Pa. | 
Not to open this season. She'll man- | 
ave and appear in some of the plays. | 

Irving Berkowitz, born blind, | 
visited Radio City Music Hall 
week and played the huge organ. 
Stops were all new to him, but ex- 
plained by his instructor, Theodore 
A. Taferner, also blind. Did very 
nicely and surprised Dick Liebert. 

George Hamid to do the booking 
at Palisades Park this summery, 


Leon and Eddie threw a party for | 


Al Trahan at their spot last Sunday. | 

International Ladies Garment | 
Workers Union announces a prize | 
play contest ending July 1. Top 
prize is $2,000, with another half | 


that. Play must deal with social | 
conflict. 

Revived talk of the Marx Bros. 
hitting Broadway in the fall in| 


Peter Arno’s ‘Some Like It Hot.’ But) May 24, in New York. 


they have not settled definitely. 
Lusschanya Mobley, Chickasaw In- 


dian girl, made her operatic debut in | 
Uses her front) 


Trieste last week. 
moniker for her stage name. 

Dance pavilion at Palisades Park 

estroyed by fire Sunday night. Loss 
about $20,000. Park is owned by 
Nick Schenck. 

The Shuberts and Fortune Gallo 
adding more seats to the Jones Beach 
aude. Expect more biz. 

Arthur Hopkins and Orson Welles 
planning a production of ‘King Lear’ 
next season. Welles in the name part. 


Stage Relief Fund moves to Hud- | 


son theatre Friday. Sam Grisman 
provides three rooms rent free. 


Police took 267 men and six women 


| permission of 


last | 


| May 22, in Pasadena. 


the L. A. Superior 
Court to change his name legally to 
Charles Buck Jones. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Young Mankiewicz 
was granted a divorce from Joseph 
L. Mankiewicz in L. A. on cruelty 
charges. She was awarded $1,000 a 
month for 50 months, custody of 10- 


| months-old child and $500 a month 


MARRIAGES 
Edith Caldwell to Martin Floyd, 


May 14, in Houston. Groom is a mu- 
sician with George Olsen's orch. 


for the chila’s support. 


| Bride is a singer with the band. 


Eloise Haigler, member of sister 
singing team on WSFA, Montgom- 
ery, Ala. and Caldwell Stewart, 
program manager on same station, on 
May 24, in Montgomery. 

Judith Anderson, legit actress, to 
Prof. Benjamin Harrison Lehman of 
University of California, May 16, 
Kingman, Ariz. 

Constance Worth to George Brent, 
May 10, Ensenada, Mexico. Groom | 
formerly married to Ruth Chatter- 
ton. Both in pictures. 


Lola Pertson to Jack Leighter, | 
Hollywood agent, at Laguna Beach, 
May 22. Bride is L. A. Times society 
writer. 

Edith Haskins to Russell Metty at 
Yuma, Ariz., May 21. Bride is a 
film actress and groom a cameraman. 
| Edythe Wurtzel to Lester Ziffren, 
| in Los Angeles, May 21. Bride is 
| daughter of Harry Wurizel, agent. 
| Groom is a writer at 20th-Fox. 


| Ruth Levy to Joseph Hoffman, at 
| Yuma, May 22. Bride is secretary to 
| Harry Sherman, Groom jis a writer 
at Radio. 

Marie Mitchell Shipley to Arthur 
McLaglen, actor and former pugilist, 
Groom is a 
brother of Victor McLagien. 

Nina Quartero, screen actress, to 
Joe Shea, Grand National national 
' publicity head, March 6 in Tia Juana. 
Mary Eaton to Charles A. Emery, 
Bride is 
former musical star, Groom is a 
California rancher, 


‘Jack Rabbit’ 


(Continued from page 5) 




















| itinerant showmen, traveling about 


| but without permitting the dis- 
| tributor to know of them. 

Rushing the Print 
| Hospitals, penitentiaries, reform 
schools, public and private schools, | 
colleges, town halls, CCC camps, 


from one of the lodge rooms_in|sanitoriums and private homes are 
Mecca Temple last Friday. mr . included in the list of these non- 
women and four of the men held for | theatrical locations for showings. 


special sessions charged with giving 
an indecent performance. Other men 
sprung in West Side court. Building 
is rented by representative of the 
Manufacturers Trust, holder of the 
mortgage and not by the Shriners. 

Governors Island to be scene of a 
pageant to mark its tercentenary. 
June 13-20. 

Latest special train idea is 
Jungle Train out of Boston to a wild 
animal farm in New Hampshire. 
Fiest one ran last Sunday. 





— Coast 


Frank Wallace suffered a setback 
in his action to settle his alleged 
marital status with Mae West when 
Superior Judge Kenny in Los Ange- 
les sustained a demurrer brought by 
the actress and gave Wallace 20 days 
to amend his complaint. 





Baron Long, owner of the Agua | 


Caliente hotel, signed contracts with 


CROM, Mexican labor organization, | 


and announced in L. A. that the hotel 
will reopen about July 1. 
Adrienne Ames suffered a 
wrenched back in an automobile ac- 
cident in Hollywood. . 
Oliver Hardy was granted an in- 
terlocutory decree of divorce from 
Drs. Myrtle Lee Hardy in Los An- 


the | 


Instances have been reported where 
the chiseling exhibitor has obtained 
$15 to $20 on a picture for a Sat- 
urday morning showing when he did 
not need his regular house print. 

In a recent case reported to the 
| CPB, it was found that a private 
individual made a practice of enter- 
taining his guests each week around 
midnight in his own private projec- 





customed to booking the picture pre- 
sumably for his theatre but in re- 
ality he turned the print over to the 
traveling ‘jack-rabbit’ who then ex- 
hibited it at the private estate ob- 
taining $200 to $300 for the show- 
ing. Distributor only secured $15 
| for the supposed exhibition in the 
regular theatre. 
Check by officials 
that the only reason 





revealed 
such a 


has 
that 


dividual for one showing is the mis- 
taken belief, quite prevalent among 
such, that there is only one print, 
or two or three at the most, avail- 
able foc most feature productions. 





| Cago, 


the country, stop at certain institutes | 
on a previously arranged schedule | 


tion room, Print was obtained 
from a traveling or itinerant ex- | 
hibitor, who in turn got the film 
from a theatre in an adjoining | 
state. The theatre manager was ac- 


large sum is paid by the private in- | 


BURLEYS WAITING | 
TO SEE HIZZONER 


Unable to get to the license com- | 
missioner, Tom Phillips, prez of 
Burlesque Artists Association, is 
waiiting the return of Mayor Fiorello | 
H. LaGuardia for an appeal against} 
closeout of performers since N. Y.| 
theatre licenses were refused. He is 
expected back from Mayors’ Con- 
vention in San Franciso at the end 
of this week. 

Meanwhile, fiat 
sued, managers have done little. El- 
tinge and Irving Place operators 
tried to force the issue in Supreme 
Court, but were nixed when justice, 
reversing his original opinion, up- 
held the commish. Managements of 
the Oriental and Gaiety theatres 
tried for vaudeville licenses under 
their original corporate setups, but | 
are also still waiting the pleasure of 
the commish. 

There have been reports of secret | 
meetings at Moss’ office with H. K. | 
and Mort Minsky regarding reopen- 
ing of the Oriental as a vaude house. | 
However, nothing has come of the | 
sessions, 

There is no panic among perform- 
ers with showgirls and peelers head- | 
ing for remoter parts. Choristers, | 
comics, singers, et al., are also seek- | 
ing out usual summer employment | 
in other fields. Seasonal folding of 
majority sees lots of latter hitting | 
niteries, honky tonks and mountain 
resorts. Procedure was little rushed 
this year, but girls and boys are 
making the most of it. Others are 


since the was is- 


Ne 


} years 


| 


| 
| 
j 


waiting around hoping for the best. | 





Talent Famine | 





(Continued from page 1) 





stepped into star prominence with | 


his dummy. 

Season has also witnessed the 
coming ahead of Marion and Jim 
Jordon, veteran radio act of Chi- 
whose ‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly’ for Johnson Wax started to 
click belatedly. This forms a rather 
conspicuous exception to the 
generality that radio itself does not 
groom winners. 
| W.C. Fields, patched up and bet- 
ter than new after a long siege, 
has within the past three weeks 
presented himself as a candidate 
for top rating. Bob Burns has come 
ahead strong during the season. 


Charley Butterworth was another to | 
/romp ahead in °36-'37, although not | 


new to radio this year. 
| Novelties Score 

As predicted last summer, novel- 
ties were the chief innovation or 
|trend of ’36-'37 season. Phillips 
| Lord clicked with ‘We, The People,’ 
| while his ‘Gang Busters’ also ranked. 
Novelty got two major’ setbacks, 
| however, in the difficulties of Good 
| Will Court and Haven MacQuarrie. 
| Major Bowes remained head man in 
|the ‘make-the-public-do-the-enter- 
_ taining’ branch. 

Emphasis on sports and news 
probably brought forth more in divi- 
|dends than any other type of pro- 
gram. Women such as Kathryn 
Cravens, Greta Palmer, joined the 
parade still led by Carter-Thomas- 
| Hill. Sheer gab had its chief apostle 
restored to sponsorship when Alex 
| Woolicott came out from behind a 
Yankees and 
went back to work. John McPher- 
| son (Mystery Chef), George Rector, 
| Charles K. Field (Cheerio), Floyd 
| Gibbons, Ted Husing, Nellie Re- 
| vell, Graham McNamee, Paul Doug- 
|lass, Clem McCarthy, June Baker, 
| John B, Kennedy, Edgar Guest, Ted 
| Malone, Franklin McCormick, Ga- 
| briel Heatter, Deems Taylor, Dick 
| Fishell, Uncle Don, Capt. Tim 
| Healy, Charles Lyons, Milton Cross, 
|Ben Grauer, Jean King, Rush 
| Hughes, Walter Winchell, Jimmy 


| platoon of Vermont 


| Fidler, Martha Deane, Don Ameche, | 


| Jimmy Wallington, Francis D. Bow- 


man were among the jaw-exercisers | 


who did okay for themselves in ’36- 
"37. 


Highlights of °36-'37 
Season was nolable in a talent 
sense for the following: 
Eddie Cantor's jockeying for posi- 
tion and his ultimate return to high 
ranking in C. A. B. 


Failure of Martha Raye to du- | 
plicate her picture popularity on the | 


radio 
Amos ’n’ 
| wonder. 


Andy's ninth year of 


What the Fred Astaire series did. 


| for Charley Butterworth. 
| Eclipse of Clara, Lu and Em. 

| Kate Smith’s showmanty fight 
| against the Vallee hour. 

| Previews of film plots on ‘Holly- 
| wood Hotel.’ 


Guest star headachygs for Sealtest 


| 
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OBITUARIES 


EDMOND G. CORBIN 

Edmond Gilmore Corbin, for many 
years a musician, actor, and sketch 
writer, died May 19 at Troy, N. Y., 
after a brief illness. 

Born in the nearby village of 
Green Island, Corbin went to New 
York City early in life. For several 
he conducted a_ school of 
music. Later he entered vaudeville 
and became known in minstrel and 
other musical acts. He also wrote 
many sketches. He retired about six 
years ago and returned to Troy to 
live. His widow, the former Anna 
Sullivan, survives. 





JOHN EDWARD (PADDY) 

John Edward 
veteran slack wire artist, 
his home at New Philadelphia, May 
15, after an illness of several months. 

He trouped with the old Sun Bros. 
circus more than 50 years ago as 
well as other tent shows, and was 
one of the feature acts on the mid- 
way at the Chicago Worlds fair in 
1893. 





His widow, three brothers and | 
three sisters survive, 
CHESTER BISHOP 
Chester Bishop, 79, legit veteran 


and character actor in pictures, died | 
May 23 in Los Angeles after a year’s | 


illness. 

Bishop was on the N. Y. stage for 
years and in films past 12 years. He 
appeared with Sarah Bernhardt and 


toured with own stock company. 
Services, burial in Los Angeles, 
May 25. 





NOAH BEERY, SR. 

Noah Beery, Sr., 86, father of Wal- 
lace, Noah and William Beery, died 
in Hollywood, May 19. 

He went to California 22 years ago 


fered a broken 


hip seven months 


and Shell in New York and guest 
star prices in Hollywood. 
Erno Rapee’s snappy ‘compromise’ 


The new Bing Crosby. 

Pontiac’s exploitation of college 
talent via John Held, Jr’s visits to 
campuses all over U. S. 


Show boat. 

Continuance of what D. P. Smel- 
ser of Procter & Gamble quips is 
‘the negative correlation of Va- 
RIETY reviews of daytime programs 
and popularity.’ 

Among the singers, quite a few 
were newly or freshly prominent. 
Fred MacMurray and James Melton 
stepped out as singing emcees. 
Lucille Manners’ replacement of | 
Jessica Dragonette on Cities Service 
has focussed attention. Helen Jep- 
son has become a top-ranking radio 
singer in the past season, Lily Pons 
and Richard Crooks were among the 
most active guest warblers all sea- 
son, while Nelson Eddy was a per- 
manent broadcaster, with the dames 
still swooning on schedule. 

New Singers 

_ Jerry Cooper is recently estab- | 
lished on Hollywood Hotel, which 
seems likely to provide him with a 
springboard. Donald Dickson, Jan 
Peerce, Virginia Rae, Marion Talley, 
Jack Fulton, Nino Martini, Ruth 
Etting, Barry McKinley, Ralph Kir- 
bery, Conrad Thibault, Francia 
White, Jane Pickens, Deanna Dur- 
bin, Patti Chapin, Barry Wood, Mo- 
rin Sisters, Tito Guizar, Kitty Carlisle, 
Edward MacHugh, Landt Trio and 
White (reduced by death), Igor Go- 
|rin, Trudy Wood, Pinky Tomlin 

Gene Austin, Dorothy Lamour, Ray | 
Heatherton and Frank Parker were | 
among the radio singers who should , 








be listed in any nosecounting | 
for 1936-37. Buddy Clark from Bos- | 
| ton copped some spot-lighting for | 
his radio work and also as the Holly- 
wood voice double of Jack Haley. 
Lanny Ross has made several hoity- 
toity concert appearances and has 
increased his prestige as an artist. 

Swing trend in pop music has 
brought celebrity and the financial 
benefits that customarily tag along 
to a number of apostles of the art. 
Benny Goodman perhaps leads, Shep 
Field, Russ Morgan, Jacques Fray, 
Bunny Berigan, Joseph Cherniavsky, 
Lindsay McPhail are some of the 
|"newer’ radio musicians. Shock 
still numbered Whiteman. 
Reisman, Himber, Goodman, Haen- 
schen, Rubinoff, Green, Lombardo, 
Kemp. Busse, Kassel, Heidt, Johnson, 


troops 








Shield, Willson, Paige, Cugat. War- 


STRINE | 
(Paddy) Strine, 67, | 
died at| 


from Kansas City where he had re- | 
tired from the police force. He suf- | 


concert policy for General Motors. | 


Navigation difficulties of Maxwell | 


| Crosby Gaige, 
| were 


ago and never recovered from the 
, injury. 


ERNIE MAYNE 
Ernie Mayne (Percy Barratt). pop- 
ular music hall comedian of pre-war 
days, died at Brighton, Eng. May 
| 15, following appendicitis operation 
He was one of the . 
| vaudeville 


outstanding 


names of his 


day. He 
| had lived in retirement for many 
| years. 
JOHN CLYMER 
John Clymer, 50, film writer for 


20 years, died of a heart attack May 
24 in Hollywood. 7 

He started in the business with In- 
ternational Film and had many 
screen plays to his credit. His widow 
survives. 





} H. STOKES LOTT, JR. 

H. Stokes Lott, Jr., 38, former 
minister, radio writer and air actor, 
died in Switzerland, May 18. 


Survived by his widow, mother, 
son and three sisters, 
JOHN PHILIP SOUSA 


John Philip Sousa, 56, son of the 
| bandmaster, died at La Jolla, Calif. 
| of a heart attack, May 17. 


| Mother of Rebecca of Rebecca & 
| Silton, Hollywood agents, died in 
| Brooklyn, May 19. She was 58 years 
old and is survived by four other 
daughters, 
Father of Pete Nelson, time buyer 
| for Chicago office of Blackett-Sam- 
| ple-Hummert agency, died May 18. 





Father of Gladye Brown, vaude- 
ville agent, died at his home in West 
End, N. J., May 19. 

Mrs. Dollie Arminta Barnes, 77, 
first wife of Al G. Barnes, died in 
| Glendale, Calif., May 19. 





ing, Grier, Janssen, Bestor, Jones, 
Renard. A shift from afternoon to 
evening broadcasting in late season 
came to the Phil Spitalny all-girl 
| orchestra. 

Radio programs invariably include 
unclassifiable items. Of such was Dr. 
| Allan Dafoe, a baby doctor who by 
the unanimous indulgence of the 
medical profession is permitted to 
broadcast commercially. Bob Rip- 
ley, Warden Lawes, Babe Ruth, 
James J. Braddock 
radio recruits of the curiosa 
kind during 1936-'37, 
Comedians—always the rarest item 
in all branches of entertainment— 
remained few and far between. Bob 
Burns was a notable new made- 
gooder. Bert Lahr returned and was 
again handicapped by wrong ma- 
terial. Beatrice Lillie, Bob Hope, 
Joe Cook, Walter O’Keefe, East and 
Dumke, Ken Murray and Oswald 
(whose catchphrases were picked up 
by kids, etc.), Ed _ Fitzgerald, 
Charley Butterworth, Stoopnagle and 
Budd, Fishface and Figbottom, Vic- 
tor Moore-Helen Broderick, Jack 
Pearl, Joe Penner, Uncle Ezra, Ed- 


|die Green, Jack Oakie, Phil Cook, 


Al Pearce, Joe Rines, Ed Wynn, Tim 
and Irene, Howard and Shelton, Mil- 
ton Berle, Jimmy Durante, Block 
and Sully, Pic and Pat, Parkyakar- 
kas—it sounds like a song list when 
assembled in one paragraph. But it 
spreads pretty thin over the broad- 
casting biscuit. 

Helen Hayes and Helen Menken 
have pocketed some of radio’s lucre 
for dishing out scripts that rate as 
artistke slumming. 





BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Saidy, son. 
May 16, in Hollywood, Father is a 
script writer on the Republic lot. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Stern, 3d, son, 
in Philadelphia, May 16, Under 
name of Peter Stirling, father is legit 
critic of the Philadelphia Record and 
son of J. David Stern, publisher of 
that paper and N. Y. Post. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gertzman, son, 
Los Angeles, May 19. Father is an 
assistant director at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Raboch, daughter, 
May 23, in Los Angeles. Father is 
production manager for David Loew 
Prods, 

Mr. and Mrs. S. N. Bachelin, son. 
May 22, in Santa Monica, Father is 
Paramount art director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fier, son, May 
24, in Hollywood. Father is a film 
production exec. 


ort ytd Lyman, Casa Loma, Mr. and Mrs. Val Lewton, 60". 
ae ge Kostelanetz, War-| May 24, in Santa Monica. Father is 
: sen, Bernie, King, Royj story editor for Selznicks Interns- 


tional. 
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Cleveland Expo 


(Continued from page 61) 














Dare Wahl, Ray Euling’s seal, and 
Aileen Riggin in charge of swim- 
ming chorus. John Murray Ander- 
son is holding final rehearsals 
Thursday (27) and Friday on the 


Tou Rose’s prices are in 
keeping with spectacle’s scale, first 
night is already sold out. Afternoon 
admish tax is 75c. jumping to $1 eve- 


nings, $1.50 Saturdays, and minimum | 


dinner is $1.25. 

Pands lined up for Aquacade by 
Ralph B. Humphrey, radio director 
of Expo, begin with Wayne King for 
initial two weeks; June 12, Joe 
Venuti; June 28, Xavier Cugat; July 
6. Ted Weems; July 20, Shep Fields; 
Aug. 3. Isham Jones; Aug. 17, Bob 
Crosby; Aug. 26 to closing on Sept. 
6, Casa Loma. Stubby (Lee) Gor- 
don’s band from WTAM cueing the 
revues. 

Midway under charge of Almon 
Shaffer is having its entire face 
lifted, repainted and looks like a 
better money-maker for conces- 
sionaires. Nudity and peep-shows 
banned this summer, but around a 
dozen new features are more prom- 
ising. Harry P. Harrison’s ‘Winter- 
land,” erected in Ed Hungerford’s 
old Pageant of the Years site, is 
closest rival to Aquacade for size as 
well as novelty. Ice-skating theatre 
covering nearly half a block will 
have 4,000 square feet of ice. 

Forty ice champs are glorified in 
it, including Maribel Yerxa Vinson; 
figure-skating champ; Francis 
Claudet, Walter Arian also as direc- 
tor, Duke and Noble and two 
hockey exhibition teams. Olympic 
stars are being presented in an 
operetta-fantasy, written by Isaac 
(Vanny) Van Grove from ‘Eternal 
Road.’ Harry Horner is designer; 
Malcomb V. Lomax, technical direc- 
tor and manager; Dr. Leo Kopp, or- 
chestra conductor; Thomas E. Wil- 
liams, electrician. Ralph Jameson, 
who sang in ‘Eternal Road,’ to play 
a Prince Charming in show which 
has a 40c. admission. 

Reports that Theodore DeWitt's 
floating Showboat wouldn't be in 
circulation were kicked out when 
Herman Pirchner, nitery operator, 
made a last-minute deal to take it 
over. Converted two-deck ferry- 
boat has been anchored in Midway's 
lagoon. Instead of the exclusive, 
costly atmosphere it had last year, 
Pirchner Showboat will feature a 
low priced dance-and-dine policy in- 
cluding L. Nazaar Kurkdijie’s con- 
cert ensemble as one of two orches- 
tras. In addition promoter is run- 
ning Alpine Village beer garden 
further down the line with Otto 
Thurn’s Tyroleans. 

Swank society club that had its 
1936 headquarters in the Showboat 
will move its Recess Club into the 
Horticultural Building. Harry Har- 
rison is another doubler-in-brass, in- 
stalling Tony Sarg’s Marionettes in 
former Old Globe theatre besides 
having a finger in Winterland. 
Fourth dramatic attraction to be 
production of ‘Drunkard’ in a new 
1,500 capacity theatre sponsored by 
Hargraves and Reicher, who also 
are ‘putting in a ride called 
Rigolarium, 

Because city’s civic auditorium 
was too inconvenient in ’36, ‘Radio- 
land’ has moved down to a more 
central location in Sherwin-Williams 
Symphony shell. All broadcasts by 
guest name bands, including Guy 
Lombardo and James Melton, to be 
staged here by Ralph B. Humphrey 
and Art Cook, assistant director. 


Agents Use WPA 


(Continued from page 1) 
Agent's office just acts as a stopoff 
for labeling of the R. F. D. product. 
Project readers, of which there are 
15 in N. Y., central reading head- 
quarters for all PWA activity 
throughout the country, must wade 
through every piece of tripe which 
comes into the office. There is no 
Slipshod handling because of writ- 
ten reports, ete. In that way agent 
gets all for nil while Uncle Sam 
Pays the bill and gets no guarantee 
that what he likes he can have. 
Reported that 70% of the plays 
handled by the bureau now are side- 
tracked into the WPA by agents. 

















There are some writers who try to | 


peddle their wares directly to the 
Project because of the nation-wide 
cognizance that any play will get 
Consideration. Heretofore, plays 
were rejected on sight by agents, 
but now they have the opportunity 
of not missing a surprise hit au- 
thored by an unknown without the 
"esponsibility or cost of too much 
Consideration for the would-bes. 


|‘Where Are You?’ 
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WHAT THEY THINK 


Clean Burlesque Paid 
Hollywood, May 20. 
Editor, Varirty: 


It was with great interest I read 
in Variety of May 12, the article 
entitled ‘The Killer of Burlesque— 
in 1931,’ written by Sime. I sper> 
nearly a life time in that branch 
of the business always standing for | 
and producing nothing but clean | 
shows, so it isn’t strange that I) 
should feel a trifle sentimental about | 
it all. 

VARIETY started in 1905 which was 
also the year I made by debut as a 
burlesque manager of Tom Miner’s 
Bohemians. I sent a column to 
Variety from every town, which I 
signed “The Big Scream.’ Varitzyz 
continually hammered that type of 
show and it is a pity that when the 
article was first printed in 1931 that 
the authorities did not take action 
to clean up those shows so that the 
waning days of burlesque would not 
be dragged in the mud. 

Those shows must have been pretty 
raw when an old timer like ‘Beef 
Trust’ Watson and others send in 
squawks, for ‘Philip’ you know could 
handle double entendre as no one 
else could. 

I wonder what poor Millie De 
Leon, “The Girl in Blue’ would say 
if she got a peek at those strip 
teasers. Millie was supposed to be 
quite notorious as a dancer, but she 
was as tame as a Quakeress at a 
Sunday school picnic compared to 
the teaser of today. 

When I first produced ‘Follies of 
the Day’ in 1908, at the Standard 
Theatre in St. Louis, old timers 
said the show would be razzed 
off the stage. Standard was a stag 
house of the worst kind. My show 
did not contain a hell, damn, obscene 
joke or even a pair of tights, the 
costumes being confined to knee and 
ankle length It was claimed by oid 
timers that the stag audiences would 
not go for that kind of a show. On 
the opening night, which was a hot 
one in August that audience re- 
ceived the show so enthusiastically 
that Jim Butler, owner of the the- 
atre and president of the western 
wheel, offered to buy our share of 
the gross for the entire week. 

Success of that show influenced 
the directors of the Columbia Cir- 
cuit, at that time a rival of the Em- 
pire Circuit, to build the Columbia 
Theatre. It was from the Lincoln 
Square engagement of the ‘Follies’ 
that Dillingham engaged Harry Fox 
who later starred with the Dolly 
Sisters. 

Statistics prove that dirty shows 
never survived and while in the 
early nineties burlesque receipts av- 
eraged from $1,700 to $3,500 or there- 
abouts, in the heyday of Columbia 
shows grosses ran as high as $16,000. 

What a shame all that has been 
swept away by the new order of 
things. Sime was right when he 
wrote in his article that burlesque 
was dead and would never come 
back under that name. It should be 
said however, that the passing of 
burlesque has deprived the rest of 
the amusement business of a de- 
veloping ground for future talent. 
Executives in pictures and in radio 
here in California are lamenting that 
fact. You can’t blame them when it 
is remembered that they realize bur- 
lesque developed such stars as W. C. 
Fields, Joe E. Brown, Clark & Mc- 
Cullough, Bert Lahr, Al Jolson, 
Eddie Cantor, Jack Pearl, Fannie 
Brice, Joe Penner, Dolly Sisters, 
Watson Sisters and ever so many 
others, all graduates from the bur- 
lesque that was—and in no way re- 
lated to what they call burlesque 





today. 


Barney Gerard. 


Jack Rebbins’ Ardent Love 
New York, May 21. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In current issue of VARIETY a 
grievous error has been made which 
causes incalculable harm to one of 
our subsidiaries, Feist has taken 
first plug song of our new 20-year 
deal with Universal Pictures and 
worked so conscientiously and unre- 
mittingly on it that last week it be- 
came number one song. Song is 
from ‘Top of 
Town.’ 

In your box ‘Most Played on the 
Air’ you placed this song number 
three. Our professional manager 
claimed it was number one. So we 
had our accountant go through list 
and check carefully, and he found 











that song was number one. 


These performances are backbone | 


of our business. It so happens that 


this is second time this year an error | 





these calculations are various types 
of credits and those for our song are 
same kind as for other songs. 
Ardent Love, 
Jack Robbins. 


(Explanation of incident Robbins 
mentions is contained in news story 
printed currently in music dept.) 





Tut, Tut, Miss Ager 
New York, May 21. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


For months I've been reading Ce- 


celia Ager’s stuff...and for months 
I've been yelling ‘here’s a gal that 
has everything’...‘here’s. criticism 
what is criticism’...‘here’s a _ gal 


who's dipped her typewriter ribbon 

in rattlesnake’s blood’...and what 

do I get? I ask you? 

‘It begins to look like Miss Rogers 
has at last’ 


‘The soldier's uniforms look like 
they've been’ 

‘It looks like the luck of the small 
boys has’ 

For God’s Sake, Miss Alger 
Don't use ‘like’ as a conjunction! 
Don't say ‘it looks like’...say ‘it 

looks as if.’ 
PULEEZE, MISS AGER. 
Donaid M. Hobson. 


P. S. The same to you. 


Beris Aronson Didn't Accept 
Editor VaARIEety: 
New York City, May 22. 

May 19th issue of VaRieTy carries 
an article on the personnel of the 
Chicago branch of the Federal The- 
atre Project which describes me as 
its chief designer. 

Will you be good enough to cor- 
rect that portion of the story? A 
short time ago the position was of- 
fered, but declined. I am continuing 
to work in New York City and pres- 
ent plans do not contemplate a 
change of scene. 





Boris Aronson. 


Newsreels Sans News 
New York, May 21. 
Editor, Variety: 

Burlesque gives you the bare facts. 
But all you get from the news reels 
is bare-faced fraud. Take this week’s 
exhibit at Trans-Lux. I paid two 
bits to have the following junk 
pawned off on me: 

1. A press agent release on Feller, 
the boy baseball wonder. Publicity 
item No. 1685, Series M. 

2. Press agent release on Miami, 
done with that supreme touch of 
dullness of which Lowell Thomas is 
the World’s Great Master. 

3. Press agent release of another 
racetrack—I don’t know which one, 
for lalways sleep peacefully through 
the ponies. 

4. Press agent release of Russia’s 
Military Power. Same old shots of 
same old Red Square. No go fora 
customer in search of news. 

5. Ten tons of press agent releases 
on the coronation—the world’s dull- 
est and stupidest pinny-pinny-poppy 
show. 

6. The tenth, eleventh, or twelfth 
showing of the Hindenburg disaster 
—no hits, no runs, no errors, ho 
news. 

7. The 19th or 27th release of the 
Walt Disney ORPHANS’ PICNIC, a 
noble work of art when you see it 
the first nine times, but about as im- 
pressive as a subway station when 
you sit through the 19th to 27th re- 
peater. 

I know that Old Testament rule: 
‘Never give a sucker a break’ (Jere- 
miah 17:29). But after all, how can 
I see some news pictures? 

Like the moron who persists end- 
lessiy in enterprises far beyond his 
abilities, I still go to the news reels 
in the hope of seeing news reels. 
After all, though, Webster taught me 
that ‘news’ means ‘fresh information.. 
How was he to know that the pub- 
licity boys have a new definition for 
it? I like tripe—but I want it 
stewed, not screened. 

Katharine Johnson. 


Not An Official Broadcast 
Mernphis, May 20. 
Editor, Variety: 

In your issue of May 12, we ob- 
serve your article relating to ‘Mem- 
phis Cotton Festival.’ Evidently this 
‘Festival’ has been confused with the 
Memphis Cotton Carnival, which you 
refer to as a ‘Cotton Fete.’ 





of this kind has been made with a| As Publicity Director for the Cot- 
Feist song. I know it is not delib-| ton Carnival which was not con- 
erate, but it is serious. Basis of| nected in any way with the broad- 


cast to which you refer, may I say 
that we would appreciate it if you 
would correct this, which must have 
created a false impression in the 
minds of your readers regarding the 
broadcasts of the Carnival itseif. 
The broadcast to which you refer 
was sponsored by a local paper and, 
as stated above, the Carnival had 
nothing to do with it. 


Paul Renshaw, 
Chairman, Publicity Div., 
Memphis Cotton Carnival. 


Boston’s Newsreel Theatre 
Brookline, Mass, May 22. 
Editor, Variety: 

In reviewing the opening of the 
Grand Central Theatre in New York 
on May l1ith, an error was made that 
deserves correction. Your reviewer 
states that the Grand Central is the 
‘largest, regularly operated news- 


reel house in the world.’ In the 
same breath he says that it seats 
| 245. 


Theatre located in the South Sta- 
tion, Boston, Mass., seats 550 and 
presents a two and a half hour show 
consisting of three newsreels and se- 


‘lected short subjects. 


Keith Southard. 


The ‘First’ Film Gossip Show 
Los Angeles, May 20. 
Editor, Variety: 


Now that Hollywood broadcasts, 
giving news of the latest films, can- 
did comments, and with prominent 
stars on the program, have become 
the rage I have observed various 
statements and controversies as to 
which of the Hollywood commenta- 
tors was the first to launch this type 
of program, Louella Parsons, Jimmy 
Fidler, Elza Schallert, or Walter 
Winchell, etc. 


Tamar Lane pioneered this type 
of program in 1929 over station 
KMTR, Hollywood. In substance, 
Lane created and launched a type 
of program which was basically the 
same as those which have followed. 


Many of the stars of Hollywood 
appeared on these programs for the 
first time over the air, as did a num- 
ber of America’s foremost 


song 
composers. Program lasted for a full 
hour and also used background 
music. 
Helena Bassin. 
Mirth 


Philadelphia, May 22. 
Editor, Variety: 


I have been a reader of Variety 
for the past 15 years, but if the two 
items in ‘Literati’ in your issue of 
May 19th, concerning Mr. Stern and 
the Philadelphia Record, are indica- 
tive of the general reportorial ac- 
curacy of the sheet— 

Well, I won't stop buying Variety. 

I'll simply continue to read it and 
laugh like hell! 

Frank M. Murphy, 


Secretary to the Publisher. 
Philadelphia Record. 


Overleeked Anne Jamison 


Guelph, Ont., May. 19. 
Editor, Variety: 


For your information Anne Jami- 
son has been on ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
for over two years. I just read your 
review of this program in the May 
12 issue of VARIETY and came to the 
conclusion that you reviewer must 
be a new writer to have ignored 
Miss Jamison so completely. Perhaps 


you are unaware yet that a lot of 
listeners, like myself, ‘tune in’ on 
this program simply to hear her 


beautiful voice, and I think her ren- 
dition of ‘Gilda’ was perfect. 

I hope that in your future reviews 
you will at least have the courtesy 
to list Miss Jamison as a member of 
the cast of ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ 

Yours for correct and just 
views, 


re- 


Rose Jamison, 


This Letter Cancels First 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Editor VARIETY: 
About ten days ago my partner 


and I wrote a letter to your ‘What 
They Think’ department in answer 
|to J. J. Robbins’ letter. We don't 
know whether you intend using the 
letter or not but we wish and would 
appreciate it very much if you den’t 
| publish it. 

What was meant to be a humorous 
and clever letter appears, on second 
| thought, to be neither humorous not 
| clever, 





Levy and Goldblatt, 








Exploitation | 





(Continued from page 23) 





into a discussion of the psychological 
quirks of the principal characters, 
finishing with an invitation to the 
profs to write letters to the theatre 
setting forth their opinions of ‘Night 
Must Fall.’ 

Follow-up was a radio round-table 
discussion ef the picture from the 
layman’s point of view broadcast 
over WCOL a couple days after the 
film opened. Oestreicher lined up a 
cross-section of audiences who had 
seen the picture and had them inter- 
viewed by Bob Seal of the WCOL 
staff. 

With little to advertise in the way 
of names, approach to ‘Night Must 
Fall’ from the pathological side built 
up high-brow interest in the film at 
little expense. 


Fitted In 


; Time-honored Rafiles stunt worked 
in nicely on “Woman Chases Man’ at 


Loew’s Broad, Columbus, Ohio. Man 
was supposed to be on the street 
with $25 to the woman who first 


spotted him. Reward was increased 
by the same sum daily. Man went 


out the fourth day, and the lucky 
woman took down a century. 

Ohio State Journal back of the 
stunt, giving 30,000 lines of space, 
but the other papers were liberal 


and it was pie for the radio stations. 
Several times traffic was stopped 
along the line of the Raffles travel. 


Gags Won Out 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Carolina here, in cooperation with 


The News, staged a gag contest in 
conjunction with the Winchell- 
Bernie picture ‘Wake Up and Live.’ 

A total of 23 prizes, ranging from 
$5 to pairs of tickets, were supplied 
by the theatre. The paper supplied 
the ump-tah. A series of photographs 
were published, each with a gag line 
for either Winchell or Bernie, and 
contestants supplied the answers. 

The stunt not original here, but 
extra good because of the manner in 
which Manager Amel Bernstecker of 
the Carolina can get The News to go 
down the line with him on coupons 
and promotionals. 





Fite Stuff 


Irving Windisch, of the N. Y. 
Strand, reports excellent results from 
a stunt suggested by S. Charles Ein- 
feld, of Warners, on ‘Kid Galahad.’ 

Fight scenes are reputed to be tops 
in that line, and all of the sports 
writers were invited to see a pre- 
view in the Warner projection room 
and then were fed. About 90% re- 
sponse, and those who came gave 
cordial mention in their various 
papers. 

Any manager should work for the 
sports writers on this picture. They 
are more important, in a way, than 
the pix eds in this instance. 





Tied to Air Act 


New Haven. 

Bob Russell promoted a neat bit 
of publicity for ‘Hit Parade,’ at 
Poli's. Singled out Al Pearce, who 
appears in film and also on Ford 
radio program, and tied in with local 
Ford dealer on a hit parade of autos 
carrying banners boosting Pearce 
and the picture. Parade drew extra 
attention by parking in front of 
house during opening day man-in- 
street broadcast. 

Russell's best stunt on ‘Romeo’ was 
a tie-in with local organization run- 
ning an annual affair. Event gave 
plenty space to picture, including 
window cards and verbal publicity 
at no cost to house. Russell also 
boosted matinees on this one by 
group ticket buys to high schools and 
literary clubs. 


Sneak Take-a-Chance 


Atlanta. 

Experiment with Hollywood's sneak 
test preview idea netted good box 
office take Saturday (22) night, when 
Loew's Grand showed Metro's ‘Night 
Must Fall.’ Title of pic was not re- 
vealed in trailer plugging event 10 
days ahead and handbills distributed 
day of showing. 

Public was invited to Jay its 40c. 
per head on the line and take a 
chance, which many did. Furthe: 
carrying out West Coast presicow 
motif, comment cards were dis- 
tributed following showing of film. 


Radiation 


Pittsburgh. 

Joe Feldman, WB advertising chief, 
was quick to tie in with Sun-Tele- 
graph on the Hearst paper's intre- 
duction of Soundphoto, grabbing off 
{more than two columns of space in 
| behalf of ‘Kid Gallahad’ at Penn. 
| Feldman arranged telephone inter- 
view for Karl Krug, Sun-Tele crick 
and columnist, with Bette Davis on 
Coast and had a photographer in 
star's dressing-room on Burbank lot 
to snap a picture of her talking to 
Krug. 

Still was immediately rushed to 
INS oifice in Los Angeles and trans- 
mitted here in time to catch the 
following edition of afternoon cd: ily. 
Story of interview carried along 
with pictures of Miss Davis and 
Krug at each end of the line. 
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DOROTHY POYNTON HILL 


Sos 


—free-style and back-stroke 
champion and famous for 
her record-breaking perform- 
ances as a plunger—has 
smoked Camels since 1935. 


JANE FAUNTZ MANSKE 


started smoking Camels 
2 years ago. This Chicago 
girl’s superb diving form 
won her National and 
Olympic honors. 


JOSEPHINE McKIM 


—holds records in both 
sprint and distance free- 
style events. Camels have 
been her favorite ciga- 
rette for 3 years now, 


GEORGIA COLEMAN 


— made Olympic history 
in her spectacular spring- 
board diving victory in 
1932. She becamea Camel 
smoker that same year, 


LENORE KIGHT WINGARD 
—the foremost woman free- 
style swimmer — holds 7 
world’s records, 16 national 
ones. Camels have been her 
cigarette for 4 years. 


— petite, blonde Los Angeles 
beauty—the incomparable 
Queen of the 33-foot plat- 
form dive—became a Camel 
fan over a year ago, 


WHAT THESE ACE MERMAIDS SAY= 
Dorothy Poynton Hill speaking: “I’m always in 
training with good condition in mind. Camel is 
my cigarette. I prefer Camels for their mildness. 
They never jangle my nerves. I can enjoy smok- 
ing as often as I wish, Another advantage of 


OLYMPIC STAR. Arthur High- 
land blazed to aquatic fame by 
smashing records in the dash and 
middle-distance events. Arthur 
says: “I find that smoking Camels 
eases the strain after racing.” 


smoking Camels is the invigorating ‘lift’ they 
give me when I'm tired after a workout.” 
Lenore Kight Wingard—one of the greatest, yet 
most modest, American woman athletes of our 
times — adds this: “I really get fun out of swim- 
ming. Hard work is part of the game and I enjoy 


PERFECT CONTROL helped Mar- 
shall Wayne, high diver, to win 
the Olympic diving crown! “I 
enjoy a Camel whenever I want,” 
says Marshall. “Camels don’t get 
on my nerves—they’re mild!” 





that too. It’s grand the way Camels help me en- 
joy my food no matter how tired or strained I 
may be. Oh! Another thing! Being in the water 
so much is hard on the throat, but even under 
those trying conditions, I’ve found Camels do 
not irritate my throat.” 


Copyright, 1997, R. J. Reynolds Tebaces Company, Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
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SPRINT STAR. Arthur Lindegren 
swam the long course to set a 
new 200-meter free-style record. 
“Camels give me a generous ‘lift’ 
in energy when I'm tired after 
swimming,” says Art. 


Camels are made from finer, MORE 
EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS —Turkish and 
Domestic—than any other popular brand 
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